fordham university political science

fordham university political science is a dynamic and comprehensive field of study
offered at Fordham University, providing students with a robust understanding of political
systems, international relations, and public policy. This program is designed to equip
learners with critical thinking skills, analytical tools, and theoretical knowledge necessary
to navigate and influence the complex world of politics. Fordham'’s political science
curriculum emphasizes interdisciplinary approaches and practical experiences, preparing
graduates for diverse careers in government, law, academia, and beyond. Through
rigorous coursework, research opportunities, and engagement with contemporary political
issues, students gain a deep appreciation of political theory, comparative politics, and
global affairs. This article explores the key aspects of Fordham University’s political
science program, including academic offerings, faculty expertise, research initiatives, and
career prospects. The following sections provide a detailed overview of what makes
Fordham University political science a distinguished choice for students passionate about
politics and governance.
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Academic Programs and Curriculum

Fordham University political science offers a diverse range of academic programs tailored
to meet the interests and career goals of its students. The department provides a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Political Science with multiple concentrations that include American
politics, international relations, political theory, and comparative politics. The curriculum
is designed to build a strong foundation in political analysis, research methodologies, and
critical evaluation of political phenomena.

Core Courses and Concentrations

The core courses in the political science program cover fundamental topics such as
political theory, institutions, policy analysis, and global politics. Students can choose from
specialized tracks that allow for deeper exploration in areas like:

¢ American Government and Politics



International Relations and Diplomacy

Comparative Politics and Development

Political Philosophy and Ethics

Public Policy and Administration

This structure ensures that students gain both breadth and depth in their understanding
of political systems and issues.

Graduate Programs and Certificates

In addition to undergraduate offerings, Fordham University political science supports
advanced studies through master’s degree programs and certificate courses. These
graduate programs emphasize advanced research skills and prepare students for careers
in academia, public service, and international organizations. Certificate options often
focus on areas such as international human rights, security studies, and political
communication.

Faculty and Research Opportunities

The faculty within the Fordham University political science department are distinguished
scholars and practitioners who bring a wealth of expertise in various subfields of political
science. Their research interests span a wide range of topics including electoral politics,
international conflict, political theory, and social justice.

Faculty Expertise and Publications

Faculty members actively contribute to prominent academic journals, policy papers, and
public discourse, enriching the intellectual environment of the department. Their diverse
backgrounds and interdisciplinary approaches provide students with exposure to multiple
perspectives and research methodologies.

Student Research and Collaboration

Fordham University encourages political science students to engage in original research
projects, often collaborating with faculty mentors. Opportunities include independent
studies, honors theses, and participation in research centers affiliated with the university.
These experiences cultivate critical thinking, data analysis, and scholarly writing skills
essential for academic and professional success.



Experiential Learning and Internships

Hands-on experience is a cornerstone of the Fordham University political science
education. The program emphasizes experiential learning through internships, study
abroad programs, and community engagement initiatives.

Internship Programs

Students have access to diverse internships in government agencies, non-profit
organizations, political campaigns, and international institutions. These internships
provide practical experience, professional networking, and insight into the workings of
political systems.

Study Abroad and Global Exposure

Fordham'’s global campuses and partnerships enable political science students to study
abroad, gaining firsthand knowledge of international politics and cultures. These
programs enhance language skills, cross-cultural understanding, and global awareness,
which are invaluable in the field of political science.

Career Outcomes and Alumni Network

Graduates of the Fordham University political science program are well-prepared for a
variety of career paths in both the public and private sectors. The program’s
comprehensive curriculum and experiential opportunities equip students with skills in
policy analysis, communication, and leadership.

Career Paths

Common career trajectories for Fordham political science alumni include:

Public Policy Analyst

Legislative Assistant

Foreign Service Officer

Political Consultant

Nonprofit Sector Leader

Legal Professional

¢ Academic Researcher or Professor



Alumni Network and Support

Fordham University maintains a strong alumni network that supports current students and
graduates through mentoring, job placement assistance, and professional development
events. This network plays a critical role in fostering career advancement and lifelong
connections within the political science community.

Campus Resources and Student Organizations

Fordham University offers a wealth of resources and student organizations that
complement the academic experience in political science. These resources foster a vibrant
community where students can engage with peers, faculty, and political practitioners.

Research Centers and Libraries

The university houses specialized research centers focused on urban affairs, international
relations, and social justice, providing students with access to unique resources and
events. Additionally, the university’s libraries offer extensive collections of political
science literature and data sources.

Student Groups and Activities

Numerous student organizations cater to political science majors, including debate clubs,
model United Nations teams, and political action groups. Participation in these
organizations enhances leadership skills, public speaking, and networking opportunities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What political science programs does Fordham
University offer?

Fordham University offers a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science with various
concentrations such as American politics, international relations, and political theory.
They also provide opportunities for research, internships, and study abroad programs.

How is the faculty in the Political Science department at
Fordham University?

The Political Science faculty at Fordham University consists of experienced scholars and
practitioners specializing in diverse fields including international relations, comparative
politics, political theory, and public policy, providing students with a well-rounded
education.



Are there internship opportunities for political science
students at Fordham University?

Yes, Fordham University encourages political science students to pursue internships in
government agencies, non-profits, think tanks, and political campaigns, often facilitated
through the university's career services and alumni network.

Does Fordham University offer graduate programs in
political science?

Fordham University primarily offers undergraduate degrees in political science. For
graduate-level political science programs, students often explore related fields such as
public administration or law, which are available at Fordham's graduate schools.

What career support does Fordham University provide
for political science majors?

Fordham University offers career counseling, networking events, and workshops tailored
to political science students, helping them prepare for careers in law, public policy,
international relations, and other related fields.

Additional Resources

1. Politics and Society at Fordham: A Historical Overview

This book provides an in-depth look at the evolution of political science at Fordham
University, tracing its development from the early 20th century to the present. It explores
the key faculty members, landmark research, and significant events that shaped the
department. The text also highlights how Fordham's Jesuit values influence its approach to
political education and research.

2. The Jesuit Influence on Political Thought at Fordham

Examining the unique intersection of Jesuit philosophy and political science, this book
delves into how Fordham integrates ethics, social justice, and political theory. It discusses
contributions from prominent Fordham scholars who have blended religious perspectives
with secular political analysis. Readers gain insight into the role of faith-based education
in shaping political discourse.

3. Urban Politics and Policy: Case Studies from Fordham Faculty

This collection features a series of case studies authored by Fordham political science
professors, focusing on urban governance and policy-making. Topics include New York
City politics, public administration, and community development. The book offers practical
insights into how political theories are applied to real-world urban challenges.

4. Global Political Dynamics: Research Perspectives from Fordham University
Highlighting Fordham'’s international relations scholarship, this volume covers global
political issues such as diplomacy, conflict resolution, and international law. It showcases
the work of Fordham's faculty and graduate students who contribute to understanding
global governance. The book serves as a resource for students interested in global politics.



5. Political Theory and Ethics: Fordham’s Contribution to Contemporary Debates

This book explores critical debates in political theory, emphasizing the ethical dimensions
studied by Fordham scholars. It includes essays on justice, democracy, human rights, and
political obligation. The work reflects Fordham’s commitment to fostering thoughtful and
principled political inquiry.

6. Campaigns and Elections: Insights from Fordham Political Scientists

Focusing on electoral politics, this book analyzes campaigns, voting behavior, and political
communication through research conducted at Fordham. It presents empirical studies and
theoretical frameworks that help explain electoral dynamics in the United States. The text
is valuable for those interested in American politics and electoral strategies.

7. Environmental Politics and Policy: Fordham’s Interdisciplinary Approach

This volume examines how Fordham'’s political science department addresses
environmental issues through policy analysis and political activism. It highlights
collaborative projects that bring together political science, law, and environmental
studies. The book discusses the challenges and opportunities in crafting sustainable
policies.

8. Public Administration and Governance: Fordham’s Legacy and Innovations

Detailing Fordham’s contributions to public administration, this book covers topics such as
bureaucratic management, public sector ethics, and governance reforms. It features case
studies and theoretical discussions that illustrate Fordham’s impact on public service
education. The book is a resource for students and practitioners in public policy.

9. Social Movements and Political Change: Perspectives from Fordham

This book explores the role of social movements in shaping political landscapes, drawing
on research by Fordham political scientists. It covers historical and contemporary
movements, examining their strategies, successes, and challenges. The text emphasizes
the importance of activism and collective action in democratic societies.
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