FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE

FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE IS A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO CONSERVING MAINE’S VAST AND DIVERSE FOREST
LANDSCAPES. ESTABLISHED WITH THE MISSION TO PROTECT THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT, WILDLIFE HABITATS, AND
RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN PRESERVING THE STATE’S
ECOLOGICAL HERITAGE. THROUGH LAND CONSERVATION, SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT,
THE SOCIETY FOSTERS A BALANCE BETWEEN ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AND ECONOMIC VITALITY. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES
THE HISTORY, INITIATIVES, AND IMPACT OF THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE, HIGHLIGHTING ITS SIGNIFICANCE IN REGIONAL
CONSERVATION EFFORTS. READERS WILL GAIN INSIGHT INTO HOW THIS ORGANIZATION CONTRIBUTES TO SAFEGUARDING MAINE’S
FORESTS FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. THE ARTICLE ALSO COVERS KEY PROJECTS, PARTNERSHIPS, AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
INITIATED BY THE SOCIETY. BELOW IS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE’S WORK AND INFLUENCE.

HisTorY AND MiSSION OF THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE

o CONSERVATION STRATEGIES AND LAND PROTECTION

o SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

o COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

® PARTNERSHIPS AND COLLABORATIONS

IMPACT ON MAINE’S ENVIRONMENT AND ECONOMY

HisTorY AND MissioN oF THE FOREST SoCIETY oF MAINE

THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE WAS FOUNDED TO ADDRESS THE GROWING NEED FOR FOREST CONSERVATION AMID INCREASING
DEVELOPMENT PRESSURES IN THE STATE. |TS MISSION CENTERS ON PRESERVING FOREST LANDS, PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE USE,
AND ENHANCING PUBLIC ACCESS TO NATURAL AREAS. OVER THE YEARS, THE SOCIETY HAS EXPANDED ITS REACH BY ACQUIRING
AND PROTECTING THOUSANDS OF ACRES OF FOREST, ENSURING THAT THESE LANDS REMAIN INTACT FOR ECOLOGICAL AND
RECREATIONAL PURPOSES. THE ORGANIZATION’S COMMITMENT TO CONSERVATION IS GROUNDED IN THE RECOGNITION OF MAINE’S
FORESTS AS VITAL FOR BIODIVERSITY, CLEAN WATER, AND CLIMATE RESILIENCE. THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE ADVOCATES
FOR POLICIES THAT SUPPORT LONG~TERM FOREST HEALTH AND COLLABORATES WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES TO ALIGN
CONSERVATION GOALS WITH REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT NEEDS.

FOUNDING PRINCIPLES

THE FOUNDING PRINCIPLES OF THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE EMPHASIZE THE PROTECTION OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE
PROMOTION OF SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY. THESE PRINCIPLES GUIDE ALL ACTIVITIES, FROM LAND ACQUISITION TO PUBLIC
EDUCATION. THE SOCIETY’S APPROACH INTEGRATES ECOLOGICAL SCIENCE WITH PRACTICAL LAND STEWARDSHIP TO MAINTAIN
FOREST ECOSYSTEMS AND THE SERVICES THEY PROVIDE.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE OPERATES THROUGH A TEAM OF CONSERVATION PROFESSIONALS, FORESTERS, EDUCATORS,
AND VOLUNTEERS. GOVERNANCE IS MAINTAINED BY A BOARD OF DIRECTORS WHO OVERSEE STRATEGIC PLANNING AND FINANCIAL
MANAGEMENT. THIS STRUCTURE ENSURES TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN FULFILLING THE SOCIETY’S MISSION.



CONSERVATION STRATEGIES AND LAND PROTECTION

L AND PROTECTION IS A CORE FOCUS OF THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE, EMPLOYING VARIOUS STRATEGIES TO CONSERVE
FORESTED AREAS. THE SOCIETY UTILIZES LAND ACQUISITION, CONSERVATION EASEMENTS, AND STEW ARDSHIP AGREEMENTS TO
SAFEGUARD CRITICAL HABITATS AND LANDSCAPES. THESE EFFORTS CONTRIBUTE TO MAINTAINING BIODIVERSITY, PROTECTING
W ATERSHEDS, AND PROVIDING RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE PUBLIC. CONSERVATION EASEMENTS, IN PARTICULAR,
ALLOW PRIVATE LANDOWNERS TO RETAIN OWNERSHIP WHILE PERMANENTLY LIMITING DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS, ENSURING LONG-
TERM FOREST PRESERVATION.

LAND ACQUISITION INITIATIVES

THE SOCIETY ACTIVELY ACQUIRES LAND PARCELS THAT HAVE SIGNIFICANT ECOLOGICAL OR RECREATIONAL VALUE. THESE
ACQUISITIONS OFTEN TARGET AREAS THREATENED BY DEVELOPMENT OR FRAGMENTATION. BY SECURING THESE LANDS, THE
FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE HELPS MAINTAIN CONTIGUOUS FOREST HABITATS ESSENTIAL FOR WILDLIFE CORRIDORS AND
ECOSYSTEM HEALTH.

CONSERVATION EASEMENTS

CONSERVATION EASEMENTS REPRESENT A FLEXIBLE TOOL LEVERAGED BY THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE TO PROTECT
PRIVATELY OWNED FORESTS. THESE LEGALLY BINDING AGREEMENTS RESTRICT LAND USE TO PREVENT DEFORESTATION AND
UNSUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT WITHOUT TRANSFERRING OWNERSHIP. EASEMENTS ARE TAILORED TO MEET THE NEEDS OF
LANDOWNERS WHILE PRESERVING THE CONSERVATION VALUES OF THE PROPERTY.

STEWARDSHIP AND MONITORING

ONGOING STEWARDSHIP IS VITAL TO THE SUCCESS OF CONSERVATION EFFORTS. THE SOCIETY REGULARLY MONITORS
PROTECTED LANDS TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH EASEMENT TERMS AND TO MANAGE ECOLOGICAL HEALTH. STEWARDSHIP
ACTIVITIES INCLUDE HABITAT RESTORATION, INVASIVE SPECIES CONTROL, AND SUSTAINABLE TRAIL MAINTENANCE.

SuUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE PROMOTES SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT AS A WAY TO BALANCE ECOLOGICAL
INTEGRITY WITH ECONOMIC VIABILITY. SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES INCLUDE SELECTIVE HARVESTING, MAINTAINING FOREST
DIVERSITY, AND PROTECTING SOIL AND WATER RESOURCES. THESE METHODS SUPPORT FOREST REGENERATION WHILE PROVIDING
TIMBER RESOURCES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO LOCAL ECONOMIES.

SeLECTIVE HARVESTING TECHNIQUES

SELECTIVE HARVESTING INVOLVES REMOVING CERTAIN TREES WHILE PRESERVING OVERALL FOREST STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION.
THIS APPROACH MINIMIZES ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT AND MAINTAINS WILDLIFE HABITATS. THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE
PROVIDES GUIDANCE AND RESOURCES TO LANDOWNERS INTERESTED IN IMPLEMENTING SUSTAINABLE HARVESTING PRACTICES.

ForesT HEALTH AND BIODIVERSITY

MAINTAINING FOREST HEALTH IS ESSENTIAL FOR RESILIENCE AGAINST PESTS, DISEASES, AND CLIMATE CHANGE. THE SOCIETY
SUPPORTS EFFORTS TO PROTECT NATIVE SPECIES, PROMOTE MIXED~-AGE STANDS, AND CONSERVE CRITICAL HABITATS.
BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION ENSURES THE STABILITY OF FOREST ECOSYSTEMS AND THE CONTINUED PROVISION OF ECOSYSTEM
SERVICES.



CERTIFICATION AND BEST PRACTICES

THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE ENCOURAGES COMPLIANCE WITH NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOREST CERTIFICATION PROGRAMS,
SUCH AS THE FOREST STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL (FSC) CERTIFICATION VERIFIES THAT FOREST MANAGEMENT MEETS RIGOROUS
ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL STANDARDS, ENHANCING MARKET ACCESS FOR SUSTAINABLY HARVESTED TIMBER.

CoMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

ENGAGING LOCAL COMMUNITIES IS A FUNDAMENTAL ASPECT OF THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE’S WORK. THE ORGANIZATION
OFFERS EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS, WORKSHOPS, AND OUTREACH INITIATIVES TO RAISE AW ARENESS ABOUT FOREST
CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT. THESE PROGRAMS FOSTER STEWARDSHIP VALUES AND EMPOWER RESIDENTS TO
PARTICIPATE IN PROTECTING THEIR NATURAL HERITAGE.

PusLIC W ORKkSHOPS AND EVENTS

X/ ORKSHOPS COVER DIVERSE TOPICS, INCLUDING FOREST ECOLOGY, WILDLIFE HABITAT, AND SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY
TECHNIQUES. EVENTS PROVIDE HANDS-ON LEARNING EXPERIENCES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR NETWORKING AMONG LANDOWNERS,
FORESTERS, AND CONSERVATIONISTS. THESE ACTIVITIES STRENGTHEN COMMUNITY TIES AND PROMOTE COLLABORATIVE
CONSERVATION EFFORTS.

YouTH EbucAaTioN AND OUTREACH

THE SOCIETY COLLABORATES WITH SCHOOLS AND YOUTH ORGANIZATIONS TO DELIVER EDUCATIONAL CONTENT THAT INSPIRES
THE NEXT GENERATION OF CONSERVATIONISTS. PROGRAMS MAY INCLUDE FIELD TRIPS, NATURE CAMPS, AND CLASSROOM
PRESENTATIONS FOCUSED ON ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE AND FOREST STEW ARDSHIP.

VoLUNTEER AND CITIZEN SCIENCE PROGRAMS

V OLUNTEERS PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN MONITORING FOREST HEALTH, CONDUCTING HABITAT RESTORATION, AND SUPPORTING
OUTREACH EFFORTS. CITIZEN SCIENCE INITIATIVES ENABLE COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO CONTRIBUTE DATA ON WILDLIFE SIGHTINGS,
INVASIVE SPECIES, AND ECOLOGICAL CHANGES, ENHANCING THE SOCIETY’S CONSERVATION STRATEGIES.

PARTNERSHIPS AND COLLABORATIONS

THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE WORKS CLOSELY WITH GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, PRIVATE LANDOWNERS, BUSINESSES, AND
OTHER NONPROFITS TO AMPLIFY ITS CONSERVATION IMPACT. PARTNERSHIPS FACILITATE RESOURCE SHARING, COORDINATE LAND
PROTECTION EFFORTS, AND PROMOTE REGIONAL CONSERVATION PLANNING. COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS OFTEN ADDRESS COMPLEX
CHALLENGES SUCH AS CLIMATE ADAPTATION AND HABITAT CONNECTIVITY.

GOVERNMENT AND AGENCY PARTNERSHIPS

COLLABORATIONS WITH STATE AND FEDERAL AGENCIES PROVIDE ACCESS TO FUNDING, TECHNICAL EXPERTISE, AND REGULATORY
SUPPORT.JOINT INITIATIVES OFTEN FOCUS ON LARGE-SCALE LAND CONSERVATION, PUBLIC ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS, AND
NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT.



PrRIVATE LANDOWNER ENGAGEMENT

THE SOCIETY ACTIVELY PARTNERS WITH PRIVATE LANDOWNERS TO IMPLEMENT CONSERVATION EASEMENTS AND SUSTAINABLE
FOREST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES. THESE RELATIONSHIPS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR PROTECTING THE MAJORITY OF MAINE’S FORESTED
LANDS, WHICH ARE PRIVATELY OWNED.

NoNPROFIT AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

X/ ORKING ALONGSIDE OTHER CONSERVATION GROUPS AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS EXPANDS THE SOCIETY’S REACH AND
EFFECTIVENESS. THESE COLLABORATIONS OFTEN INVOLVE SHARED ADVOCACY, EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING, AND COORDINATED
STEWARDSHIP ACTIVITIES.

IMPACT ON MAINE’S ENVIRONMENT AND ECONOMY

THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE’S CONSERVATION EFFORTS HAVE SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC BENEFITS FOR THE
STATE. BY PROTECTING FOREST LANDS, THE SOCIETY HELPS PRESERVE CRITICAL HABITATS, ENHANCE BIODIVERSITY, AND
MAINTAIN CLEAN WATER RESOURCES. THESE ECOLOGICAL SERVICES CONTRIBUTE TO THE OVERALL HEALTH OF MAINE’S NATURAL
SYSTEMS. ECONOMICALLY, SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT SUPPORTS LOCAL TIMBER INDUSTRIES AND OUTDOOR
RECREATION, WHICH ARE IMPORTANT SOURCES OF EMPLOYMENT AND REVENUE.

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

® PRESERVATION OF WILDLIFE HABITATS AND MIGRATION CORRIDORS
® PROTECTION OF WATERSHEDS AND WATER QUALITY
® MITIGATION OF CLIMATE CHANGE THROUGH CARBON SEQUESTRATION

® MAINTENANCE OF SCENIC LANDSCAPES AND BIODIVERSITY

Economic CONTRIBUTIONS

® SUPPORT FOR SUSTAINABLE TIMBER HARVESTING AND FOREST PRODUCTS
® PROMOTION OF OUTDOOR RECREATION AND ECOTOURISM
® ENHANCEMENT OF PROPERTY VALUES THROUGH CONSERVED NATURAL LANDS

o CREATION OF GREEN JOBS IN CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY SECTORS

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE?

THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE IS A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO CONSERVING AND PROTECTING MAINE'S FOREST



LANDSCAPES THROUGH LAND PROTECTION, EDUCATION, AND ADVOCACY.

How DOES THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE HELP PROTECT FORESTS?

THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE PROTECTS FORESTS BY ACQUIRING CONSERVATION EASEMENTS, PURCHASING LAND,
SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY PRACTICES, AND EDUCATING THE PUBLIC ABOUT FOREST CONSERVATION.

CAN THE PUBLIC VISIT LANDS PROTECTED BY THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE?

YES, MANY LANDS PROTECTED BY THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FOR RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES
SUCH AS HIKING, BIRD WATCHING, AND NATURE STUDY.

How CAN INDIVIDUALS SUPPORT THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE?

INDIVIDUALS CAN SUPPORT THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE BY BECOMING MEMBERS, DONATING, VOLUNTEERING, PARTICIPATING
IN EVENTS, OR ADVOCATING FOR FOREST CONSERVATION POLICIES.

WHAT ROLE DOES THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE PLAY IN SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY?

THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE PROMOTES SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY BY ENCOURAGING RESPONSIBLE LAND MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES THAT BALANCE ECOLOGICAL HEALTH, ECONOMIC VIABILITY, AND COMMUNITY NEEDS.

DoEs THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE COLLABORATE WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS?

YESI THE FOREST SOCIETY OF MAINE PARTNERS WITH LOCAL COMMUNITIES, GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, OTHER NONPROFITS, AND
LANDOWNERS TO EFFECTIVELY CONSERVE MAINE'S FORESTLANDS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. FOReST SOCIETY OF MAINE: HISTORY AND HERITAGE

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE RICH HISTORY OF MAINE'S FOREST SOCIETY, DETAILING HOW THE STATE'S ABUNDANT WOODLANDS
HAVE SHAPED ITS CULTURE AND ECONOMY. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE ROLE OF TIMBER INDUSTRIES, CONSERVATION EFFORTS, AND THE
COMMUNITIES THAT HAVE THRIVED IN THESE FORESTED LANDSCAPES OVER CENTURIES. READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE EVOLVING
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN HUMANS AND THE FOREST ENVIRONMENT.

2. TimBer AND TRADITION: MAINE’S FOREST COMMUNITIES

FOCUSING ON THE PEOPLE LIVING WITHIN MAINE’S VAST FORESTS, THIS BOOK OFFERS A DEEP DIVE INTO THE TRADITIONS,
LIVELIHOODS, AND DAILY LIVES OF FOREST-BASED COMMUNITIES. |IT SHOWCASES HOW FORESTRY PRACTICES AND LOCAL
CUSTOMS HAVE INTERTWINED TO SUSTAIN BOTH THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE SOCIETY. THE NARRATIVE INCLUDES PERSONAL
STORIES AND HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS THAT BRING THE FOREST SOCIETY TO LIFE.

3. GUARDIANS OF THE PINES: CONSERVATION IN MAINE’S FORESTS

THIS VOLUME EXAMINES THE CONSERVATION MOVEMENTS THAT HAVE EMERGED IN MAINE TO PROTECT ITS FOREST ECOSYSTEMS.
|T DISCUSSES KEY LEGISLATION, INFLUENTIAL FIGURES, AND GRASSROOTS EFFORTS DEDICATED TO PRESERVING BIODIVERSITY AND
SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY. THE BOOK ALSO ADDRESSES THE CHALLENGES POSED BY LOGGING, DEVELOPMENT, AND CLIMATE
CHANGE.

4. [ oGGING LiFe: THE LABOR AND LEGACY OF MAINE’S FOREST \WORKERS

DELVING INTO THE WORLD OF MAINE’S LOGGERS AND FOREST WORKERS, THIS BOOK PORTRAYS THEIR DEMANDING WORK,
COMMUNITY BONDS, AND CULTURAL IDENTITY. |IT COVERS THE HISTORICAL EVOLUTION OF LOGGING TECHNIQUES, LABOR
STRUGGLES, AND THE IMPACT OF MODERNIZATION ON FOREST LABOR. THE BOOK PROVIDES A HUMAN PERSPECTIVE ON THE
BACKBONE OF MAINE'S FOREST ECONOMY.

5. WiLowoops Anp WiLDERNESS: ExPLORING MAINE’S FOREST L ANDSCAPES
THIS BOOK IS A CELEBRATION OF MAINE’S DIVERSE FOREST LANDSCAPES, FROM DENSE PINES TO SPRAWLING HARDWOODS. | T



OFFERS READERS VIVID DESCRIPTIONS AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE NATURAL BEAUTY, FLORA, AND FAUNA FOUND WITHIN THESE
WOODS. THE TEXT ALSO EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF FORESTS FOR RECREATION, WILDLIFE HABITAT, AND ECOLOGICAL
BALANCE.

6. FroMm STuUMP TO SHELTER: MAINE’S FOREST PRODUCTS AND INDUSTRY

DETAILING THE JOURNEY OF FOREST PRODUCTS FROM HARVEST TO MARKET, THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN OVERVIEW OF MAINE’S
TIMBER INDUSTRY AND ITS ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE. |T COVERS EVERY THING FROM LOGGING AND MILLING TO FURNITURE MAKING
AND PAPER PRODUCTION. THE NARRATIVE HIGHLIGHTS INNOVATIONS AND CHALLENGES WITHIN THE INDUSTRY, AS WELL AS ITS
ROLE IN SUSTAINING FOREST COMMUNITIES.

7. FOREST FOLKLORE OF MAINE: STORIES, MYTHS, AND LEGENDS

THIS COLLECTION DELVES INTO THE RICH FOLKLORE SURROUNDING MAINE’S FORESTS, INCLUDING TALES OF LEGENDARY
CREATURES, SPIRITS, AND HISTORICAL MYTHS. [T CAPTURES THE CULTURAL IMAGINATION INSPIRED BY THE WOODS AND THEIR
MYSTERIES, REFLECTING THE DEEP CONNECTION BET\WEEN PEOPLE AND THEIR FOREST ENVIRONMENT. THE BOOK IS A FASCINATING
LOOK AT STORYTELLING TRADITIONS TIED TO THE FOREST SOCIETY.

8. SUSTAINING THE WooDs: FORESTRY PRACTICES IN MAINE

THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY PRACTICES EMPLOYED IN MAINE TO BALANCE ECONOMIC
NEEDS WITH ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP. |T OUTLINES METHODS SUCH AS SELECTIVE LOGGING, REFORESTATION, AND
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT. THE TEXT ALSO DISCUSSES CERTIFICATION PROGRAMS AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN PROTECTING
FOREST RESOURCES.

Q. THE FOREST SOCIETY’s ROLE IN MAINE’S RURAL DEVELOPMENT

EXAMINING THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT OF FOREST SOCIETY ON RURAL MAINE, THIS BOOK ASSESSES HOW FORESTRY HAS
INFLUENCED SETTLEMENT PATTERNS, INFRASTRUCTURE, AND LOCAL ECONOMIES. |T EXPLORES PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN INDUSTRY,
GOVERNMENT, AND COMMUNITIES AIMED AT FOSTERING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. THE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS CASE STUDIES THAT
DEMONSTRATE THE FOREST SOCIETY’S INTEGRAL ROLE IN SHAPING RURAL LIFE.
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