
forsyth park fountain history

forsyth park fountain history is a captivating narrative that traces the origins, design, and cultural

significance of one of Savannah, Georgia's most iconic landmarks. Established in the mid-19th century,

the Forsyth Park Fountain has become a symbol of historic charm and community pride. This article

explores the fountain's architectural features, the historical context surrounding its installation, and its

enduring presence in the city’s cultural landscape. Additionally, the fountain's restoration efforts and its

role in contemporary events highlight its ongoing importance. By delving into the details of the forsyth

park fountain history, readers gain a comprehensive understanding of why this fountain remains a

cherished part of Savannah’s heritage.
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Origins and Design of the Forsyth Park Fountain

The forsyth park fountain history begins with its origins as a centerpiece for Forsyth Park, a large

public park established in Savannah in 1840. The fountain was introduced several decades later,

intended to enhance the park's aesthetic appeal and provide a focal point for visitors. Its design was

inspired by European fountains, particularly those found in Paris and other French cities, reflecting

Savannah’s admiration for classic European art and architecture during the 19th century.



Inspiration and Design Sources

The fountain is believed to have been modeled after the fountains of Place de la Concorde in Paris,

featuring ornate cast iron work and multiple tiers. The design emphasizes symmetry and elegance,

typical of the Beaux-Arts style popular in the 1800s. This stylistic influence is evident in the fountain’s

detailed scrollwork, finials, and the cascading water elements that create a dynamic visual experience.

Manufacturing and Installation

The fountain itself was manufactured by the Janes, Beebe & Co. foundry in New York, a prominent

company known for producing large-scale ironworks during the Victorian era. Installed in 1858, the

fountain quickly became a beloved fixture within Forsyth Park, symbolizing progress and refinement for

the growing city of Savannah.

Historical Context and Installation

The installation of the Forsyth Park Fountain occurred during a period of significant growth and

development in Savannah. The city was expanding economically and culturally, and public spaces like

Forsyth Park were being developed to accommodate increasing population and leisure activities. The

fountain’s addition was a deliberate effort to beautify the park and provide an attractive gathering place

for residents and visitors alike.

The Role of Forsyth Park in Savannah’s Urban Development

Established as part of Savannah’s original city plan, Forsyth Park served as a vital recreational area

and green space in the heart of the city. The park's layout was influenced by 19th-century urban

design trends promoting public parks as centers for social interaction and health. The fountain

enhanced this vision by adding a visually striking and interactive element that encouraged community

engagement.

Funding and Community Support

Funding for the fountain’s construction stemmed from municipal resources and public donations,



reflecting the community’s commitment to civic improvement. Local leaders recognized the importance

of such landmarks in boosting civic pride and attracting tourism. Public enthusiasm for the fountain

was evident from the outset, with the initial dedication drawing significant attendance.

Architectural Features and Artistic Elements

The forsyth park fountain history is distinguished by its intricate architectural and artistic qualities. Its

design combines functionality with ornamental beauty, making it a masterpiece of 19th-century public

art. The fountain’s layout and materials were carefully chosen to withstand the climate of Savannah

while presenting an elegant visual statement.

Structural Components

The fountain features a three-tiered structure composed primarily of cast iron, painted in a distinctive

green hue that contrasts with the park’s natural surroundings. The tiers progressively decrease in size

from bottom to top, with water flowing smoothly from the upper basins to the lower pools, creating a

soothing soundscape.

Decorative Motifs and Symbolism

Decorative motifs on the fountain include intricate scrollwork, floral patterns, and lion head spouts,

symbolizing strength and vitality. The use of these classical elements aligns with the Victorian era’s

fascination with nature and mythology in public art. The fountain also features four cherub-like figures

supporting the upper basin, adding a sense of whimsy and grace.

Restoration and Preservation Efforts

Over the decades, the Forsyth Park Fountain has undergone several restoration and preservation

projects aimed at maintaining its structural integrity and aesthetic appeal. Given its age and exposure

to the elements, these efforts have been essential in preserving the fountain as a historic landmark.



Major Restoration Projects

Significant restoration work took place in the 1980s and again in the early 2000s. These projects

involved repairing the cast iron components, repainting the fountain in historically accurate colors, and

upgrading the water circulation system to improve efficiency and reduce water waste. Preservationists

prioritized maintaining original design details while incorporating modern technology.

Ongoing Maintenance and Community Involvement

Regular maintenance ensures the fountain remains operational and visually appealing. The local

government, along with community organizations, actively participates in fundraising and awareness

campaigns to support continued preservation. Volunteer efforts during cleaning days and educational

programs highlight the fountain’s importance to Savannah’s heritage.

Cultural Significance and Modern Role

The forsyth park fountain history is not only a tale of architectural and historical value but also a story

of cultural relevance in contemporary Savannah. The fountain continues to serve as a popular

gathering spot and a symbol of the city’s identity.

Community Events and Celebrations

The fountain plaza frequently hosts cultural events, including festivals, concerts, and holiday

celebrations. Its picturesque setting makes it an ideal location for weddings, photo shoots, and public

art installations. This ongoing use reinforces the fountain’s role as a living part of the city’s communal

life.

Tourism and Educational Impact

As a prominent attraction, the Forsyth Park Fountain draws tourists from across the nation and around

the world. Educational tours often include the fountain as a key point of interest, teaching visitors about

Savannah’s urban development and historic preservation efforts. The fountain’s enduring presence

enriches the city’s cultural narrative and supports local tourism economy.
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Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Forsyth Park Fountain in Savannah built?

The Forsyth Park Fountain was built in 1858.

Who designed the Forsyth Park Fountain?

The fountain was designed by John Howard, a noted architect during that period.

What inspired the design of the Forsyth Park Fountain?

The design of the Forsyth Park Fountain was inspired by the fountains found in the Place de la

Concorde in Paris, France.

Why is the Forsyth Park Fountain historically significant?

The Forsyth Park Fountain is historically significant as a symbol of Savannah's 19th-century urban

design and is one of the most iconic landmarks in the city.



Has the Forsyth Park Fountain undergone restoration?

Yes, the Forsyth Park Fountain has undergone several restorations, including major ones in the 1980s

and 2010s to preserve its structure and beauty.

What materials were used to construct the Forsyth Park Fountain?

The fountain is made primarily of cast iron and stone, which was typical for ornamental fountains of the

era.

Was the Forsyth Park Fountain the original centerpiece of Forsyth

Park?

No, the fountain was installed several years after the park was established, becoming its central and

most famous feature.

Are there any legends or stories associated with the Forsyth Park

Fountain?

One popular local legend is that the fountain’s water was originally colored green in honor of St.

Patrick's Day, a tradition that the city occasionally reenacts.

How has the Forsyth Park Fountain influenced Savannah's culture and

tourism?

The Forsyth Park Fountain has become a cultural icon and a major tourist attraction, often featured in

photographs, postcards, and events, symbolizing Savannah’s historic charm.

Additional Resources

1. The Heart of Savannah: Forsyth Park Fountain's Legacy



This book delves into the rich history of Forsyth Park and its iconic fountain, exploring the cultural and

social significance it has held since its installation in the mid-19th century. Through archival photos and

firsthand accounts, readers gain insight into the fountain’s design, its role in community gatherings,

and its preservation efforts over the decades.

2. Water and Stone: The Story of Forsyth Park Fountain

Focusing on the architectural and artistic aspects of the Forsyth Park Fountain, this book details the

fountain’s origins, the materials used, and the influences behind its unique design. It also highlights the

craftsmen and city planners who contributed to its creation, situating the fountain within Savannah’s

broader urban development.

3. Echoes of the Past: Forsyth Park Fountain Through Time

This volume traces the evolution of Forsyth Park Fountain from its 1858 dedication to present day,

examining how the fountain has witnessed and reflected changes in Savannah’s society and

landscape. It includes stories of restoration projects and community efforts to maintain this cherished

landmark.

4. Forsyth Park Fountain: A Symbol of Southern Elegance

Exploring the fountain as an emblem of Southern heritage, this book discusses its aesthetic qualities

and symbolic meaning in Savannah’s historic district. It also considers the fountain’s role in local

traditions and events, emphasizing its importance beyond mere decoration.

5. The Making of Forsyth Park Fountain: Art and Engineering in the 19th Century

This detailed account focuses on the technical challenges and artistic decisions involved in

constructing the Forsyth Park Fountain. It covers the engineering innovations of the time, the fountain’s

waterworks system, and how the design reflects 19th-century tastes and technologies.

6. Gardens and Fountains: The Creation of Forsyth Park

This book provides a broader context by looking at Forsyth Park as a whole, with a significant focus on

the fountain’s place within the park’s landscape design. It addresses the park’s origins, landscaping

trends of the era, and how the fountain complements the natural beauty of the space.



7. Savannah’s Crown Jewel: The Forsyth Park Fountain Story

Highlighting the fountain as a central feature of Savannah’s historic charm, this book captures the

community’s affection for the landmark. It includes anecdotes from locals, historical events connected

to the fountain, and its influence on Savannah’s identity and tourism.

8. Restoring Beauty: The Conservation of Forsyth Park Fountain

This book chronicles the efforts to preserve and restore Forsyth Park Fountain over the years, detailing

the challenges faced by conservationists and the techniques used to maintain its original splendor. It

serves as a case study in historic preservation and public commitment to heritage sites.

9. Fountains of the South: Forsyth Park and Beyond

Placing Forsyth Park Fountain within the larger tradition of Southern fountains, this book compares its

design and history to other notable fountains in the region. It explores the cultural meanings of

fountains in Southern cities and how Forsyth Park’s fountain stands out as a beloved landmark.
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