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fort leonard wood army basic training graduation dates 2023 are essential
information for recruits, families, and military personnel planning around
the completion of initial Army training. Fort Leonard Wood serves as one of
the primary locations for Army Basic Combat Training (BCT), shaping new
soldiers into disciplined members of the U.S. Army. Understanding the
schedule of graduation dates helps in planning attendance at ceremonies and
coordinating post-training activities. This article provides a detailed
overview of the 2023 graduation timeline, the structure of basic training at
Fort Leonard Wood, and essential tips for those attending graduation events.
Additionally, it highlights the significance of these milestones in a
soldier’s career and what to expect during the graduation ceremonies. The
following sections will guide readers through the key aspects of Fort Leonard
Wood Army Basic Training graduation dates 2023 and related information.

Overview of Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training

2023 Graduation Dates and Schedule

What to Expect During Graduation Ceremonies

Planning for Graduation: Visitor Information and Guidelines

Significance of Graduation in Army Career

Overview of Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training
Fort Leonard Wood is a critical training installation for the U.S. Army,
located in Missouri. It specializes in Basic Combat Training (BCT) as well as
Advanced Individual Training (AIT) for various military occupational
specialties (MOS). The basic training program transforms civilians into
soldiers through rigorous physical conditioning, classroom instruction, and
field exercises. The duration of basic training typically lasts about 10
weeks, during which recruits learn fundamental soldier skills such as weapon
handling, physical fitness, first aid, and teamwork.

At Fort Leonard Wood, the training emphasizes core Army values such as
discipline, respect, and integrity. The facility is equipped with modern
training environments designed to simulate combat conditions and prepare
soldiers for operational assignments. Graduation from this training marks the
successful completion of the foundational phase of a soldier’s military
service.



Structure of Basic Training at Fort Leonard Wood
The basic training program at Fort Leonard Wood is divided into several
phases, each focusing on different skill sets:

Reception Phase: Arrival, processing, and initial orientation of
recruits.

Red Phase: Focus on physical fitness, drill and ceremony, and
introduction to Army standards.

White Phase: Emphasis on weapons training, marksmanship, and field
exercises.

Blue Phase: Culmination of training, final evaluations, and preparation
for graduation.

This structured approach ensures that each recruit gains comprehensive
knowledge and skills necessary for military service.

2023 Graduation Dates and Schedule
The Fort Leonard Wood Army Basic Training graduation dates 2023 are scheduled
regularly throughout the year to accommodate the continuous flow of recruit
classes. Typically, graduations occur every two weeks, with some variations
based on training cycles and holidays. These dates are predetermined by the
Army Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) and are subject to change
depending on operational requirements.

For 2023, the graduation schedule is designed to provide families and friends
ample opportunities to attend and celebrate the achievements of their loved
ones. Graduation ceremonies usually take place on Fridays and Saturdays, with
multiple groups graduating on the same day.

Sample Graduation Dates for 2023

January 13 and 14

February 10 and 11

March 10 and 11

April 14 and 15

May 12 and 13

June 9 and 10



July 14 and 15

August 11 and 12

September 15 and 16

October 13 and 14

November 10 and 11

December 8 and 9

It is essential to verify the exact dates with official Fort Leonard Wood
sources before making travel or accommodation arrangements, as schedules may
be adjusted.

What to Expect During Graduation Ceremonies
Graduation ceremonies at Fort Leonard Wood are significant events that honor
the hard work and dedication of new soldiers. These ceremonies are formal
occasions that include a series of military traditions and rituals.
Understanding what occurs during the graduation can help attendees better
appreciate the experience.

Typical Graduation Ceremony Activities

Parade and Review: Recruits march in formation, demonstrating their
discipline and training.

Presentation of Awards: Recognition of outstanding recruits for
excellence in various areas.

Oath of Enlistment/Renewal: Reaffirmation of commitment to serve the
nation.

Family Recognition: An opportunity for families to meet the new soldiers
and celebrate together.

Speeches: Addresses by commanding officers and distinguished guests.

The ceremony typically lasts around two hours and concludes with a reception
or opportunities for photographs and socializing.



Planning for Graduation: Visitor Information
and Guidelines
Attending Fort Leonard Wood Army Basic Training graduation dates 2023
requires proper planning to ensure a smooth and enjoyable experience.
Visitors should familiarize themselves with the installation’s policies and
logistical considerations.

Visitor Guidelines and Recommendations

Identification Requirements: All visitors must present valid government-
issued photo identification for entry to the base.

Parking and Transportation: Designated parking areas are available near
the graduation venue; carpooling is recommended to reduce congestion.

Arrival Time: It is advisable to arrive at least one hour before the
ceremony to allow time for security screening and seating.

Dress Code: Business casual attire is appropriate; military customs are
observed during the event.

Gifts and Photography: Visitors may bring flowers or small gifts;
photography is generally permitted, but check for any specific
restrictions.

Following these guidelines will help ensure a respectful and memorable
graduation experience for all attendees.

Significance of Graduation in Army Career
Graduation from Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training marks a pivotal milestone in
a soldier’s career. It signifies the successful completion of initial entry
training and the transition from civilian to soldier. This accomplishment is
celebrated not only by the individual recruit but also by their families and
the Army community.

Post-Graduation Opportunities and Expectations
After graduation, soldiers proceed to Advanced Individual Training (AIT) to
receive specialized instruction for their assigned Military Occupational
Specialty (MOS). The foundational skills and discipline acquired during basic
training are critical for success in subsequent phases of military service.

Graduates are expected to uphold Army values and continue their professional



development throughout their careers. The graduation ceremony itself
reinforces the importance of commitment, perseverance, and honor in military
life.

Frequently Asked Questions

When are the Fort Leonard Wood Army Basic Training
graduation dates for 2023?
The Fort Leonard Wood Army Basic Training graduation dates for 2023 are
typically scheduled every Friday throughout the year. Exact dates can be
confirmed by checking the official Fort Leonard Wood website or contacting
the training reception battalion.

How can I find the specific Fort Leonard Wood
graduation date for a soldier in 2023?
To find a specific soldier's graduation date at Fort Leonard Wood in 2023,
you can contact the soldier's training company or the reception battalion.
Additionally, the official Fort Leonard Wood Facebook page often posts
upcoming graduation dates.

Are Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training graduation
ceremonies open to the public in 2023?
Yes, Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training graduation ceremonies in 2023 are
generally open to family and friends. Visitors should check current COVID-19
guidelines and any visitor restrictions on the official Fort Leonard Wood
website before attending.

What time do Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training
graduations usually start in 2023?
Graduation ceremonies at Fort Leonard Wood in 2023 typically start around
10:00 AM on the scheduled graduation day. However, times can vary, so it is
recommended to verify the exact time with the training unit or official
announcements.

Where is the Fort Leonard Wood Army Basic Training
graduation held in 2023?
The Army Basic Training graduation ceremonies at Fort Leonard Wood in 2023
are held at the Freedom Hall Auditorium on the base. Directions and parking
information are usually provided by the military unit or on the Fort Leonard
Wood official website.



Additional Resources
1. Fort Leonard Wood 2023: A Comprehensive Guide to Basic Training Graduation
Dates
This book offers an in-depth look at the 2023 graduation schedule for
recruits at Fort Leonard Wood. It provides essential information for families
and friends planning to attend ceremonies, including tips on travel and
accommodations. The guide also includes insights into the training process
and what to expect on graduation day.

2. Marching Forward: Life and Graduation at Fort Leonard Wood in 2023
Explore the journey of soldiers through basic training at Fort Leonard Wood
with a focus on the 2023 graduation milestones. This narrative highlights
personal stories, challenges, and triumphs of recruits as they prepare for
graduation. It serves as both a motivational and informative resource for new
trainees and their supporters.

3. Countdown to Graduation: Fort Leonard Wood Army Training Dates 2023
A practical resource detailing all the important dates related to Fort
Leonard Wood’s 2023 basic training graduations. The book includes schedules,
ceremony protocols, and advice on how to stay informed about any changes.
It’s an essential tool for anyone involved in the training or supporting a
recruit.

4. Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training: Preparing for the 2023 Graduation
This guidebook focuses on what recruits can expect during their basic
training at Fort Leonard Wood, culminating in the 2023 graduation ceremonies.
It covers physical training, classroom instruction, and the final steps
leading up to graduation day. The book also addresses common questions from
recruits and their families.

5. Behind the Barracks: Stories from Fort Leonard Wood Graduates 2023
Delve into firsthand accounts and reflections from soldiers who graduated
from Fort Leonard Wood in 2023. This collection of stories provides a
personal perspective on the training experience, the challenges faced, and
the pride of completing basic training. It’s an inspiring read for future
soldiers and their loved ones.

6. The Official Fort Leonard Wood 2023 Graduation Calendar
An authoritative calendar listing all 2023 basic training graduation dates at
Fort Leonard Wood. This publication is designed to keep recruits, families,
and military personnel up to date with the latest schedule changes and
ceremony details. It also includes maps and logistical information for
attendees.

7. Graduation Day at Fort Leonard Wood: What to Expect in 2023
This book prepares families and friends for the 2023 Fort Leonard Wood
graduation ceremonies, outlining the event’s timeline, etiquette, and
traditions. It provides advice on how to make the most of the day and
celebrate the achievements of new soldiers. The book also includes tips for
capturing memories through photos and videos.



8. Training to Triumph: Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training and 2023 Graduation
Insights
A motivational and informative book that explores the rigorous training
process at Fort Leonard Wood and the significance of the 2023 graduation. It
offers expert advice on physical and mental preparation, along with an
overview of the ceremony and its meaning. This title is ideal for recruits
aiming for success.

9. The Fort Leonard Wood Experience: Graduation Dates and Military Life in
2023
This comprehensive volume covers not only the 2023 graduation dates but also
the broader military life at Fort Leonard Wood. It provides readers with an
understanding of daily routines, training modules, and the community
surrounding the base. The book is a valuable resource for those connected to
or interested in Army basic training.
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