fortinet certified professional exam
cost

fortinet certified professional exam cost is a crucial consideration for IT
professionals aiming to validate their expertise in Fortinet’s cybersecurity
solutions. Understanding the exam cost is essential for budgeting and
planning certification paths effectively. This article provides an in-depth
look at the various fees associated with Fortinet certification exams,
including the Fortinet Network Security Expert (NSE) levels. Additionally, it
covers factors influencing the exam price, registration processes, potential
additional costs, and tips for managing expenses. Whether you are a network
security specialist or an aspiring Fortinet certified professional, this
guide offers valuable insights into the total investment required for
certification success.
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Overview of Fortinet Certification Exams

Fortinet offers a structured certification program designed to validate the
skills of cybersecurity professionals using Fortinet technologies. The
program is divided into several levels, from entry to expert, known as the
Fortinet Network Security Expert (NSE) certification levels. Each level
assesses different competencies, ranging from foundational knowledge to
advanced security implementation and troubleshooting. Understanding the
structure of these exams helps candidates anticipate the associated costs and
prepare appropriately.

Fortinet NSE Certification Levels

The NSE program includes eight levels, NSE 1 through NSE 8, each representing
a distinct stage of expertise. Levels 1 to 3 typically cover foundational
concepts and product knowledge, while levels 4 to 6 focus on hands-on skills



and network security implementation. NSE 7 and NSE 8 are designed for
advanced practitioners and experts. Most Fortinet certified professional exam
costs relate to the higher NSE levels, where formal proctored exams are
required.

Exam Formats and Delivery

Fortinet certification exams are generally delivered online through
authorized testing centers or remote proctoring systems. The format usually
includes multiple-choice questions, simulations, and practical scenarios. The
mode of delivery and exam complexity can influence the pricing structure of
the certification exams.

Fortinet Certified Professional Exam Cost
Breakdown

The cost of Fortinet certification exams varies depending on the
certification level, exam type, and geographic location. Typically, entry-
level NSE exams may be free or low-cost, while advanced levels require a fee.
This section outlines the specific costs associated with each major exam.

Cost of NSE Levels 1 to 3

NSE levels 1 through 3 are often offered free of charge or at a nominal cost.
These exams are designed to introduce candidates to Fortinet products and
cybersecurity fundamentals. The availability of free exams at these levels
encourages widespread participation and foundational learning.

Cost of NSE Levels 4 to 6

The NSE 4, 5, and 6 exams typically require payment. As of the latest
pricing, each exam ranges between $150 and $300 USD. These levels focus on
practical skills such as configuring and managing Fortinet devices and
solutions. The exam fees reflect the higher complexity and value of
certifications at these stages.

Cost of NSE Levels 7 and 8

NSE 7 and NSE 8 are advanced certifications intended for senior network
security professionals. The NSE 7 exam fee can be around $400 USD, while the
NSE 8 exam, considered the pinnacle of Fortinet certification, may cost
approximately $800 USD or more. These exams are rigorous, often requiring
hands-on lab assessments and deep technical knowledge.



Factors Affecting Fortinet Exam Pricing

Several factors influence the overall cost of Fortinet certification exams.
Understanding these variables can help candidates anticipate expenses and
plan their certification journey effectively.

Geographic Location and Currency Differences

Exam costs may vary by region due to currency exchange rates, local taxes,
and regional pricing policies. Candidates in certain countries may experience
higher fees than others, and it is advisable to check with local Fortinet
authorized testing centers for precise pricing.

Exam Retake Fees

If a candidate does not pass an exam on the first attempt, retaking the exam
usually incurs the same fee as the initial exam. This can significantly add
to the total cost if multiple attempts are required. Some Fortinet exams may
allow a discounted retake under specific conditions, but this is not
guaranteed.

Additional Training and Preparation Costs

While not directly part of the exam fee, many candidates invest in official
Fortinet training courses or third-party study materials to prepare. These
training programs can vary widely in cost, ranging from free online resources
to paid instructor-led classes. These expenses contribute to the overall
investment in certification.

Registration and Payment Process

Registering for a Fortinet certification exam involves several steps to
ensure a smooth and secure testing experience. The payment process is
straightforward but requires attention to detail to avoid delays.

Exam Registration Steps

Candidates must create an account on the Fortinet certification portal or
through authorized testing vendors. After selecting the desired exanm,
candidates choose a testing date and location or opt for remote proctoring if
available. During registration, candidates provide personal information and
agree to the exam policies.



Payment Methods Accepted

Fortinet accepts various payment methods, including credit cards, debit
cards, and sometimes purchase orders for corporate clients. Payment must be
completed before scheduling the exam. Some testing centers may accept
additional payment forms depending on local regulations.

Additional Costs Associated with Certification

Beyond the exam fee itself, several ancillary costs may impact the total
expenditure for obtaining a Fortinet certification. These include preparation
materials, retake fees, and potential travel expenses.

Training and Study Materials

Certified training courses offered by Fortinet or authorized partners often
come at a premium price. Candidates may also invest in books, video
tutorials, practice exams, and lab simulators to enhance their readiness.
These items can range from free resources to several hundred dollars.

Travel and Accommodation

For exams that require in-person attendance at testing centers, candidates
might incur travel costs if centers are not located nearby. Accommodation and
transportation expenses should be factored into the total certification
budget if necessary.

Certification Renewal Fees

Some Fortinet certifications require periodic renewal, which may involve
retaking exams or completing continuing education credits. Renewal fees vary
and should be considered in long-term career planning.

Cost-Saving Tips for Fortinet Certification

Managing the fortinet certified professional exam cost effectively is
possible through strategic planning and resource utilization. Below are
practical tips to minimize expenses while achieving certification goals.

e Utilize Free Resources: Leverage free Fortinet training modules and
online study guides to reduce preparation costs.

e Plan Exam Attempts Carefully: Thorough preparation reduces the



likelihood of retakes, saving exam fees.

e Group Training Discounts: Organizations may offer group discounts for
training courses, which can lower costs for multiple candidates.

e Employer Sponsorship: Seek employer support or reimbursement programs
for certification expenses.

e Check for Regional Promotions: Occasionally, Fortinet or testing centers
offer discounts or promotions on exam fees.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the current cost of the Fortinet Certified
Professional exam?

The Fortinet Certified Professional exam typically costs around $400 USD, but
prices may vary depending on the certification level and region.

Are there any additional fees besides the Fortinet
Certified Professional exam cost?

Additional fees may include retake fees if you need to retake the exam, and
sometimes training course fees if you choose to enroll in official Fortinet
training.

Does the Fortinet Certified Professional exam cost
differ by certification track?

Yes, the exam cost can differ depending on the specific certification track,
such as NSE 4, NSE 5, or NSE 6, with higher-level certifications sometimes
costing more.

Can I get discounts on the Fortinet Certified
Professional exam cost?

Occasionally, Fortinet or its training partners offer discounts or bundle
deals for training and exams, so it is worth checking their official website
or authorized training centers.

Is the Fortinet Certified Professional exam cost



refundable if I cancel?

Typically, the exam fee is non-refundable, but policies may vary. It is
advisable to check the cancellation and refund policy at the time of
registration.

How can I pay for the Fortinet Certified
Professional exam?

Payment for the exam can usually be made online via credit card or through
authorized testing centers that may accept other payment methods.

Does the Fortinet Certified Professional exam cost
include study materials?

No, the exam cost generally does not include study materials. Study guides,
practice exams, and training courses are usually sold separately.

Are there any recurring fees after passing the
Fortinet Certified Professional exam?

Fortinet certifications typically require recertification every few years,
which involves retaking exams or earning continuing education credits,
incurring additional costs.

Is the Fortinet Certified Professional exam cost the
same worldwide?

The exam cost can vary slightly depending on the country due to taxes,
currency differences, and regional pricing policies.

Where can I find the most accurate and up-to-date
Fortinet Certified Professional exam cost
information?

The most accurate and current exam cost information is available on the
official Fortinet NSE Institute website or authorized Fortinet training
partners.

Additional Resources

1. Fortinet Certified Professional Exam Guide: Cost and Preparation
Strategies

This guide provides a comprehensive overview of the Fortinet Certified
Professional exam, including detailed information on exam fees and budgeting
tips. It explains the different certification levels and associated costs,



helping candidates plan their certification journey effectively.
Additionally, the book offers preparation strategies to optimize study time
and improve success rates.

2. Understanding Fortinet Certification Costs: A Complete Breakdown

This book breaks down the various expenses involved in pursuing Fortinet
certifications, from exam fees to training materials and retake policies. It
helps readers understand hidden costs and how to manage them efficiently. The
author also discusses financial aid options and discounts available for exam
candidates.

3. Preparing for the Fortinet Certified Professional Exam: Budgeting and
Study Tips

Focused on both the financial and academic aspects, this book guides readers
through budgeting for the Fortinet Certified Professional exam. It provides
advice on allocating funds for study resources and exam registration while
sharing effective study plans. Readers will find tools to balance cost with
comprehensive exam preparation.

4. Fortinet Certification Roadmap: Costs, Benefits, and Career Impact

This title explores the investment required for Fortinet certifications and
the potential career benefits that justify the cost. It reviews the pricing
structure of different certification levels and compares them with industry
standards. The book also highlights how certification can lead to higher
salaries and job opportunities.

5. Maximizing Value: How to Save Money on Fortinet Certified Professional
Exams

This resource offers practical tips for reducing the total cost of Fortinet
certification, including exam discounts, bundle packages, and affordable
training options. It emphasizes cost-effective study methods without
compromising quality. Candidates will learn how to make smart financial
decisions throughout their certification journey.

6. Fortinet Certified Professional Exam Costs Explained: What You Need to
Know

A straightforward guide that explains the fee structure for the Fortinet
Certified Professional exams, including regional pricing variations. It
covers payment methods, exam retake policies, and refund conditions. The book
aims to demystify the financial commitment required for certification.

7. The Ultimate Guide to Fortinet Certification: Costs, Exam Details, and
Study Resources

Combining cost analysis with comprehensive exam information, this book serves
as an all-in-one resource for Fortinet certification candidates. It details
exam content, pricing, recommended study materials, and official training
options. Readers will find guidance on creating a cost-effective preparation
plan.

8. Budget-Friendly Fortinet Certification: Navigating Exam Costs and Training
Designed for budget-conscious professionals, this book highlights ways to



minimize expenses related to Fortinet certification. It discusses choosing
affordable training programs, utilizing free resources, and understanding
exam fees. The book also includes testimonials and case studies from
candidates who successfully managed costs.

9. Cost vs. Benefit: Evaluating the Fortinet Certified Professional Exam
Investment

This analytical book helps readers weigh the financial investment of Fortinet
certification against the career advantages it offers. It provides data on
salary increases, job placements, and industry recognition following
certification. The author encourages informed decision-making by presenting
real-world cost-benefit scenarios.
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