
founders church of religious science
founders church of religious science represents a significant cornerstone in the history and
development of the Religious Science movement. Established as a spiritual community dedicated to
the teachings of metaphysical principles and positive thinking, the Founders Church has played an
essential role in promoting the philosophy of Science of Mind. This article explores the origins, core
beliefs, influential leaders, and ongoing impact of the Founders Church of Religious Science. It also
examines the church’s teachings, practices, and its place within the broader New Thought movement.
By understanding the history and philosophy of the Founders Church of Religious Science, readers can
gain a deeper appreciation for its contributions to spiritual science and personal transformation. The
following sections will delve into these topics in detail, providing a comprehensive overview of this
important institution.
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History of the Founders Church of Religious Science
The Founders Church of Religious Science was established in the early 20th century as part of the
broader Religious Science movement, which emerged in response to the growing interest in
metaphysical spirituality and personal empowerment. The church was founded to provide a formal
structure for the teachings of Science of Mind, a philosophy that emphasizes the power of the mind
and spiritual principles to create positive life changes. Its establishment marked a pivotal moment in
the institutionalization of Religious Science as a recognized spiritual path.

Origins and Early Development
The church was originally formed by a group of spiritual pioneers who sought to formalize the
teachings of Ernest Holmes, the principal author of Science of Mind. Holmes’ writings, which combined
elements of Eastern philosophy, psychology, and Christianity, inspired the founding members to
create a dedicated community for study and practice. The church quickly grew in membership and
influence, becoming a central hub for Religious Science practitioners and educators.



Expansion and Growth
Throughout the mid-20th century, the Founders Church of Religious Science expanded its reach by
establishing branches and affiliated centers across the United States. This expansion was supported
by a growing interest in metaphysical spirituality and alternative religious movements. The church’s
emphasis on practical spirituality and mental science attracted a diverse audience seeking personal
growth and healing.

Core Beliefs and Philosophy
The Founders Church of Religious Science is grounded in the philosophy of Science of Mind, which
teaches that the universe is governed by a divine intelligence accessible through the human mind.
This belief system emphasizes the creative power of thought and the ability of individuals to manifest
their desired reality through spiritual understanding and mental discipline.

Principle of Divine Mind
A fundamental belief of the church is the existence of a universal, omnipresent Divine Mind. This
Divine Mind is the source of all life, intelligence, and creativity. Followers are taught that by aligning
their thoughts with this universal intelligence, they can tap into an unlimited source of wisdom and
power.

Law of Cause and Effect
The church teaches that every thought and action produces a corresponding effect in the physical
world. This law underscores the importance of cultivating positive, constructive thoughts to create
beneficial outcomes in one’s life. The principle encourages personal responsibility and conscious
awareness of mental patterns.

Spiritual Oneness and Unity
Another key tenet is the understanding that all life is interconnected through the Divine Mind. This
spiritual oneness fosters compassion, respect, and a sense of unity among individuals, regardless of
their background or beliefs.

Key Founders and Influential Figures
The Founders Church of Religious Science owes much of its foundation and growth to visionary
leaders who shaped its philosophy and outreach. These individuals contributed not only to the church
but also to the broader New Thought movement.



Ernest Holmes
Ernest Holmes is considered the primary founder and architect of the Science of Mind philosophy. His
seminal work, “The Science of Mind,” published in 1926, laid the intellectual groundwork for the
church’s teachings. Holmes emphasized the power of affirmative thinking, spiritual healing, and the
practical application of metaphysical laws.

Other Influential Leaders
Following Holmes, several other ministers and teachers helped expand the church’s influence,
including Fenwicke L. Holmes and Raymond Charles Barker. These leaders contributed to the
development of curricula, lectures, and spiritual services that enriched the church community and
attracted new adherents.

Teachings and Practices
The Founders Church of Religious Science offers a variety of teachings and spiritual practices
designed to empower individuals to live fulfilling and spiritually aligned lives. The church’s
educational programs and services emphasize practical application of metaphysical principles.

Affirmative Prayer and Meditation
One of the core practices promoted by the church is affirmative prayer, which involves positive,
present-tense declarations aimed at aligning the individual’s consciousness with divine will.
Meditation is also practiced to quiet the mind, enhance spiritual awareness, and deepen the
connection with the Divine Mind.

Workshops and Classes
The church regularly offers workshops, seminars, and classes focused on spiritual growth, mental
science, and personal transformation. These programs teach techniques such as visualization, mental
healing, and the use of spiritual laws to overcome challenges.

Community Worship and Services
Regular worship services at the Founders Church of Religious Science often include inspirational
messages, music, and communal prayer. These gatherings provide opportunities for fellowship,
spiritual encouragement, and the sharing of collective wisdom.

Role in the New Thought Movement
The Founders Church of Religious Science occupies a prominent position within the New Thought
movement, a spiritual tradition emphasizing metaphysical principles and the power of mind in



shaping reality. The church’s teachings align closely with those of other New Thought organizations
but maintain a distinct identity through the Science of Mind philosophy.

Connection to Other New Thought Groups
The church collaborates and interacts with various New Thought organizations, such as Unity and
Divine Science, sharing a common focus on spiritual healing and mental empowerment. Despite these
connections, the Founders Church maintains unique doctrinal emphases that distinguish its approach.

Influence on Contemporary Spirituality
Through its teachings and outreach, the Founders Church of Religious Science has significantly
influenced contemporary spirituality, particularly in areas related to personal development, positive
thinking, and holistic wellness. Its ideas have permeated popular culture and continue to inspire new
generations.

Legacy and Contemporary Influence
The enduring legacy of the Founders Church of Religious Science is evident in its ongoing
contributions to spiritual education and community building. The church continues to adapt to modern
contexts while preserving the core principles established by its founders.

Modern Outreach and Digital Presence
In the digital age, the Founders Church has expanded its reach through online services, virtual
classes, and multimedia resources. This evolution allows the church to connect with a global audience
seeking metaphysical teachings and spiritual support.

Commitment to Inclusivity and Growth
The church remains committed to fostering an inclusive spiritual environment that welcomes diverse
backgrounds and perspectives. Its ongoing efforts to promote growth, healing, and empowerment
uphold the vision of its founders in a contemporary framework.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Founders Church of Religious Science?
The Founders Church of Religious Science is a spiritual community that practices Religious Science, a
philosophy that emphasizes the power of the mind, positive thinking, and spiritual principles to create
a fulfilling life.

Who founded the Founders Church of Religious Science?
The Founders Church of Religious Science was established by Ernest Holmes, who is also the founder
of the Religious Science movement, based on his teachings and writings about the Science of Mind
philosophy.

What are the core beliefs of the Founders Church of Religious
Science?
The core beliefs include the idea that God is universal and within everyone, that thoughts have
creative power, and that individuals can manifest positive change through spiritual understanding and
affirmative prayer.

Where is the Founders Church of Religious Science located?
The Founders Church of Religious Science is located in Los Angeles, California, serving as a central
hub for Religious Science teachings and community activities.

How does the Founders Church of Religious Science differ
from traditional Christianity?
Unlike traditional Christianity, the Founders Church of Religious Science focuses on metaphysical
teachings, personal empowerment, and the use of affirmative prayer rather than dogma or doctrine,
emphasizing a practical spirituality accessible to all.

What types of programs and services does the Founders
Church of Religious Science offer?
The church offers spiritual services, workshops, meditation sessions, educational classes on
metaphysics and the Science of Mind, as well as community events aimed at personal growth and
spiritual development.

Additional Resources
1. The Founders of Religious Science: Pioneers of a New Spiritual Movement
This book explores the lives and visions of the key figures who established the Church of Religious



Science. It delves into their philosophical foundations and spiritual teachings that shaped the
movement. Readers gain insight into how these founders blended metaphysics, science, and
spirituality to form a unique approach to personal growth and healing.

2. Science of Mind and the Founders Church: A Historical Overview
Providing a comprehensive history of the Founders Church of Religious Science, this book traces its
development from inception to the present day. It highlights major milestones, influential leaders, and
the church's impact on contemporary spiritual practices. The narrative also examines how the
church’s teachings have evolved while staying true to its core principles.

3. Ernest Holmes and the Birth of Religious Science
Focusing on Ernest Holmes, the primary founder of Religious Science, this biography details his
journey from early life to becoming a spiritual teacher. The book explains his philosophical
contributions and how his work laid the groundwork for the Founders Church. Readers will appreciate
Holmes’s innovative integration of science and spirituality.

4. Founders Church Sermons: Teachings on Spiritual Mind Treatment
This collection features sermons and teachings delivered at the Founders Church, emphasizing
Spiritual Mind Treatment techniques. It offers practical guidance for applying Religious Science
principles in daily life. The book serves as both inspiration and instruction for those seeking to deepen
their spiritual practice.

5. Religious Science and the Founders Church: Principles and Practices
A detailed examination of the core principles taught at the Founders Church, this book outlines the
philosophical and practical applications of Religious Science. It covers topics such as affirmative
prayer, universal laws, and the power of thought. Readers will find tools to enhance their
understanding and experience of spiritual law.

6. The Legacy of the Founders Church in Modern Metaphysics
This book investigates the lasting influence of the Founders Church on the broader metaphysical and
New Thought movements. It analyzes how the church’s teachings continue to inspire contemporary
spiritual leaders and communities. The work situates Religious Science within the larger context of
spiritual evolution.

7. Women Founders of Religious Science: Unsung Spiritual Leaders
Highlighting the contributions of female founders and early leaders within the Religious Science
movement, this book brings to light their roles and teachings. It showcases their efforts in shaping the
church’s direction and expanding its reach. This narrative adds depth and diversity to the
understanding of Religious Science history.

8. The Founders Church of Religious Science: Architecture and Spiritual Space
Exploring the physical and symbolic aspects of the Founders Church buildings, this book examines
how architecture reflects and enhances spiritual practice. It discusses design elements intended to
support meditation, community, and worship. Readers gain appreciation for the interplay between
environment and spirituality.

9. Teaching the Teachings: Educational Programs at the Founders Church
This book provides an overview of the educational initiatives developed by the Founders Church to
disseminate Religious Science teachings. It covers workshops, seminars, and ministerial training
programs designed to cultivate spiritual leaders. The text highlights the church’s commitment to
ongoing learning and spiritual empowerment.
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