
four times square building architect
four times square building architect is a phrase that refers to the visionary design and
architectural expertise behind one of New York City's iconic skyscrapers. This building, also known
as 4 Times Square or the Condé Nast Building, represents a significant milestone in contemporary
urban architecture and sustainable design. Developed in the late 1990s and completed in the early
2000s, the Four Times Square building combines innovative engineering with aesthetic appeal,
making it a landmark in the city's skyline. This article explores the background, design principles,
and architectural features of the Four Times Square building architect's work, highlighting the key
contributors and their impact on modern architecture. Additionally, the discussion covers the
building's sustainability initiatives, structural innovations, and its role in revitalizing Times Square
as a commercial hub. The following sections provide a detailed overview of these aspects, offering
insights into the architectural mastery behind Four Times Square.
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Background and Development
The Four Times Square building, situated at the intersection of Broadway and 42nd Street in
Manhattan, was developed during a period of urban renewal for Times Square. The project was
initiated to replace outdated structures and to inject new commercial vitality into the area. The
development process involved collaboration between real estate developers, city planners, and
architectural firms aiming to create a modern office tower with advanced technological and
environmental features. Construction began in the late 1990s, with the building officially opening in
1999. The site’s strategic location in the heart of New York City’s entertainment and business
district necessitated a design that balanced commercial functionality with visual prominence.

Design Philosophy and Architectural Style
The architectural design of Four Times Square reflects a blend of modernist principles and
contextual responsiveness. The building’s architect embraced transparency, lightness, and energy
efficiency as core design tenets. The use of glass curtain walls and sleek metal accents contribute to
a contemporary aesthetic that complements the vibrant atmosphere of Times Square. The design
philosophy also prioritized adaptability and occupant comfort, ensuring the building could



accommodate diverse commercial tenants. Emphasis was placed on creating an iconic silhouette
while integrating sustainable technologies, an innovative approach at the time of construction.

Architectural Style Characteristics
The style of Four Times Square can be classified as late modernist with postmodern elements,
characterized by clean lines, geometric forms, and an emphasis on verticality. The building’s façade
features extensive glazing, which enhances natural light penetration and offers panoramic city
views. Distinctive lighting installations on the exterior add to its nighttime visibility, reinforcing the
building’s status as a Times Square landmark. The design incorporates setbacks and tiered massing
to reduce wind loads and create visual interest, aligning with urban design guidelines for tall
buildings in dense city environments.

Key Architects and Their Contributions
The Four Times Square building architect team was led by Fox & Fowle Architects, a firm renowned
for its commitment to sustainable design and innovative urban architecture. The principal architect,
James von Klemperer, played a pivotal role in shaping the building’s form and function. Fox & Fowle
collaborated closely with structural engineers and environmental consultants to achieve a balance
between aesthetic appeal and technical performance. The architectural team’s vision emphasized
not only the building’s physical presence but also its role in setting new standards for green building
practices in commercial skyscrapers.

James von Klemperer and Fox & Fowle
James von Klemperer, as the lead architect, brought a forward-thinking approach that integrated
cutting-edge technology with urban design principles. Under his leadership, Fox & Fowle
incorporated advanced energy-saving systems and innovative façade solutions. The firm’s experience
in high-profile projects contributed to the successful execution of Four Times Square, ensuring that
it met both client expectations and regulatory requirements. Their work on this building helped
establish Fox & Fowle as pioneers in sustainable high-rise design, influencing subsequent
architectural projects worldwide.

Sustainability and Environmental Innovations
One of the defining aspects of the Four Times Square building architect’s approach was the
emphasis on sustainability. This skyscraper was among the first in New York City to integrate
environmentally conscious features that significantly reduced energy consumption and operational
costs. The design incorporated high-performance glass to minimize heat gain and loss, reducing the
reliance on mechanical heating and cooling systems. Additionally, efficient lighting systems and
advanced HVAC technologies were implemented to enhance energy efficiency and occupant comfort.



Green Building Features

Low-emissivity (Low-E) glass curtain walls to optimize natural lighting while controlling solar
heat gain

Energy-efficient lighting systems with automated controls

Advanced heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems with energy recovery
mechanisms

Use of recycled and sustainable construction materials

Design strategies to maximize indoor air quality and natural ventilation

Structural and Engineering Features
The structural engineering of Four Times Square was carefully coordinated with architectural goals
to ensure safety, flexibility, and longevity. The building utilizes a composite steel frame structure
that supports its height and allows for open interior spaces. The design accounts for wind loads
typical to Manhattan’s urban environment, employing dampers and reinforced core elements to
enhance stability. The integration of mechanical systems within the architectural envelope was a
critical consideration, enabling seamless operations without compromising design integrity.

Engineering Innovations
Innovations in the building’s structure include the use of high-strength steel and modular
construction techniques that expedited the building process. The curtain wall system was
engineered to withstand thermal expansion and contraction while maintaining airtightness. Fire
safety measures and emergency egress routes were designed according to the latest codes, ensuring
occupant safety. These engineering solutions reflect a holistic approach where architecture and
structural design work in tandem to deliver a resilient and efficient skyscraper.

Impact on Times Square and Urban Development
The completion of Four Times Square marked a turning point in the revitalization of Times Square,
signaling a shift toward a more corporate and environmentally responsible urban core. The building
attracted major tenants, including Condé Nast, which contributed to the area’s economic growth and
prestige. Its successful integration of sustainable design helped set a precedent for future
developments in the city, encouraging the adoption of green building practices. Moreover, Four
Times Square’s architectural prominence enhanced the cityscape, reinforcing Times Square’s
identity as a global commercial and cultural destination.



Contribution to Urban Renewal
The Four Times Square building architect’s vision aligned with broader municipal efforts to
transform the district into a safer, cleaner, and more attractive environment. The project
demonstrated how innovative architecture could drive economic revitalization while addressing
environmental concerns. It served as a catalyst for subsequent developments that further
modernized the area, contributing to a dynamic and diverse urban landscape. The building remains
a case study in successfully balancing commercial interests with sustainable urban design.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the architect of the Four Times Square building?
The Four Times Square building, also known as 4 Times Square or the Condé Nast Building, was
designed by architect Fox & Fowle Architects, now known as FXCollaborative.

What architectural style characterizes the Four Times Square
building?
Four Times Square features a modern architectural style with a distinctive glass curtain wall and
environmentally sustainable design elements.

When was the Four Times Square building completed and who
designed it?
The Four Times Square building was completed in 1999 and was designed by the architectural firm
Fox & Fowle Architects.

What innovative design features did the architect incorporate
in Four Times Square?
The architect incorporated energy-efficient systems, such as under-floor air distribution and
extensive use of daylighting, making Four Times Square one of the first green skyscrapers in New
York City.

How did the architect of Four Times Square contribute to
sustainable architecture?
The architects at Fox & Fowle integrated sustainable design strategies in Four Times Square,
including high-performance glass, energy-efficient lighting, and ventilation systems to reduce
environmental impact.

What was the role of Fox & Fowle in the development of Four



Times Square?
Fox & Fowle served as the lead architectural firm responsible for the design and planning of Four
Times Square, focusing on modern aesthetics and environmental sustainability.

Why is Four Times Square considered a landmark in
architectural design?
Four Times Square is considered a landmark because it was among the first skyscrapers in New
York City to incorporate green building technologies, setting a precedent for sustainable high-rise
architecture.

How did the architect’s vision influence the Times Square
skyline?
The architect’s vision introduced a sleek, glass-clad skyscraper that modernized the Times Square
skyline and demonstrated how environmentally responsible design can be integrated into iconic
urban settings.

Additional Resources
1. Architectural Visionaries: The Story Behind Four Times Square
This book explores the creative minds and innovative processes behind the design of Four Times
Square. It delves into the architectural vision that transformed the New York skyline with this iconic
skyscraper. Readers gain insight into the challenges faced during construction and how
sustainability was integrated into the building’s design.

2. Fox & Fowle: Pioneers of Modern Urban Design
Focusing on the architectural firm responsible for Four Times Square, this book highlights the
career and philosophy of Fox & Fowle Architects. It offers a detailed look at their approach to
blending aesthetic appeal with environmental responsibility. The narrative showcases how Four
Times Square became a landmark in eco-friendly architecture.

3. Designing the Future: The Making of Four Times Square
This title provides an in-depth case study of Four Times Square’s architectural design and
engineering. It covers the building’s innovative structural elements and the integration of cutting-
edge technologies. The book is ideal for architecture students and professionals interested in high-
rise construction.

4. Skyscraper Sustainability: Four Times Square as a Model
Highlighting Four Times Square’s role in advancing sustainable skyscraper design, this book
discusses its energy-efficient systems and green building certifications. It examines how the project
set new standards for environmental performance in urban architecture. The text includes
interviews with the architects and engineers involved.

5. The Urban Icon: Four Times Square’s Impact on New York Architecture
This publication analyzes the cultural and architectural significance of Four Times Square within the
context of New York City’s development. It explores how the building influenced subsequent



skyscraper projects and revitalized the Times Square area. The book includes photographs and
architectural drawings to illustrate its design features.

6. Fox & Fowle’s Four Times Square: A Case Study in Innovation
An academic approach to understanding the innovative techniques used by Fox & Fowle in creating
Four Times Square, this book details the project’s conception, design challenges, and solutions. It
emphasizes the integration of technology and sustainability. The case study serves as a valuable
resource for architectural research.

7. High-Rise Architecture: Lessons from Four Times Square
This book provides practical insights into high-rise building design, using Four Times Square as a
primary example. It covers structural engineering, facade design, and urban integration. The text is
supplemented with diagrams and expert commentary, making it a useful guide for architects and
engineers.

8. Building the Future: The Architecture of Four Times Square
Focusing on the construction process, this book narrates the timeline from initial concept to
completion of Four Times Square. It highlights collaboration between architects, engineers, and
construction teams. Readers learn about the innovative materials and construction methods that
defined the project.

9. Four Times Square: A Landmark of Sustainable Architecture
This title celebrates Four Times Square’s pioneering role in sustainable design, documenting its
green technologies and environmental impact. It presents the building as a model for future
developments aiming for ecological responsibility. The book includes case studies and performance
data to support its analysis.
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