franklin pierce university physical therapy

franklin pierce university physical therapy is a distinguished program designed to prepare students for
successful careers in the dynamic field of physical therapy. This comprehensive article explores the various
facets of the program, including its curriculum, clinical experiences, faculty expertise, and career
opportunities for graduates. Franklin Pierce University provides a strong foundation in both theoretical
knowledge and practical skills necessary for physical therapy professionals. The program emphasizes
evidence-based practice, patient-centered care, and interprofessional collaboration. Furthermore, it offers
state-of-the-art facilities and access to diverse clinical settings to enhance student learning. This article will
guide prospective students and interested parties through the essential components of the Franklin Pierce
University physical therapy program, highlighting what makes it a competitive choice for aspiring
physical therapists.
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Overview of Franklin Pierce University Physical Therapy
Program

The Franklin Pierce University physical therapy program offers a Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT)
degree aimed at developing competent, compassionate, and skilled practitioners. The program integrates
scientific principles with clinical practice to ensure graduates are prepared for the demands of modern
healthcare environments. Franklin Pierce emphasizes a multidisciplinary approach, encouraging
collaboration across various healthcare fields to optimize patient outcomes. The program is structured to
foster critical thinking, ethical practice, and lifelong learning, equipping students to meet the evolving

needs of patients and communities.



Curriculum and Academic Structure

The curriculum of the Franklin Pierce University physical therapy program is carefully designed to cover
foundational sciences, clinical sciences, and professional development. Students engage in rigorous
coursework that includes anatomy, physiology, kinesiology, pathology, neuroscience, pharmacology, and
therapeutic interventions. The program spans over three years, blending classroom instruction with

laboratory work and clinical practice.

Core Coursework

Key courses within the program focus on developing a thorough understanding of human movement,
musculoskeletal conditions, neurological disorders, and cardiopulmonary rehabilitation. The curriculum also
integrates courses on healthcare management, ethics, and evidence-based practice to build well-rounded

physical therapists.

Interprofessional Education

Franklin Pierce University promotes interprofessional education, enabling physical therapy students to
collaborate with peers from nursing, occupational therapy, and other health disciplines. This approach

enhances communication skills and prepares students for team-oriented healthcare settings.

Clinical Education and Hands-On Experience

Hands-on clinical experience is a cornerstone of the Franklin Pierce University physical therapy program.
Students participate in multiple clinical internships at diverse healthcare facilities, including hospitals,
outpatient clinics, rehabilitation centers, and community health organizations. These placements allow
students to apply classroom knowledge in real-world settings under the supervision of licensed physical

therapists.

Clinical Internship Structure

The program requires students to complete several clinical rotations throughout the three years of study.
These rotations vary in duration and specialization, providing exposure to different patient populations and
treatment techniques. The clinical education component ensures students develop practical skills,

professional behavior, and clinical decision-making abilities.



Simulation and Laboratory Training

In addition to clinical internships, Franklin Pierce University physical therapy students benefit from
advanced simulation labs. These facilities offer opportunities to practice assessment and treatment
techniques in a controlled environment, enhancing confidence and competence before entering clinical

sites.

Faculty and Research Opportunities

The faculty involved in the Franklin Pierce University physical therapy program are experienced
clinicians, educators, and researchers dedicated to advancing the profession. Their expertise spans various

specialties, including orthopedics, neurology, pediatrics, and geriatrics.

Faculty Expertise

Faculty members are committed to mentoring students, fostering a supportive learning environment, and
integrating the latest scientific research into teaching. Their clinical backgrounds provide valuable insights

that enrich the educational experience.

Research and Scholarly Activities

Students have access to research opportunities that encourage inquiry and innovation in physical therapy
practice. The program supports student involvement in faculty-led projects, promoting evidence-based

practice and contributing to the body of knowledge in rehabilitation sciences.

Accreditation and Program Outcomes

Franklin Pierce University physical therapy program is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation in
Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE), ensuring that the curriculum meets rigorous educational standards.

Accreditation validates the quality of the program and its compliance with professional requirements.

Licensure Exam Success

Graduates of the program consistently demonstrate high pass rates on the National Physical Therapy
Examination (NPTE), reflecting the effectiveness of the curriculum and preparation methods. This success

is critical for obtaining licensure and practicing as a physical therapist in the United States.



Graduate Competency and Certification

Beyond licensure, the program prepares students for advanced certifications and specialization
opportunities. Franklin Pierce encourages ongoing professional development to maintain competency

throughout a physical therapist’s career.

Career Prospects and Alumni Success

Graduates of the Franklin Pierce University physical therapy program enjoy diverse career opportunities
across various healthcare settings. The demand for skilled physical therapists continues to grow due to an

aging population and increased focus on rehabilitation.

Employment Settings

Alumni find employment in hospitals, outpatient clinics, sports medicine facilities, rehabilitation centers,
schools, and home health agencies. The program’s comprehensive training equips graduates to work with

patients of all ages and conditions.

Professional Growth and Networking

Franklin Pierce University maintains strong connections with clinical partners and alumni networks,
supporting career advancement and continuing education. Graduates benefit from mentorship and

professional development resources that enhance their long-term success.

Strong foundational education in physical therapy sciences

Extensive clinical internship opportunities

o Experienced faculty with diverse specialties

Accreditation ensuring program quality and licensure eligibility

Robust career support and alumni network



Frequently Asked Questions

What physical therapy programs does Franklin Pierce University offer?

Franklin Pierce University offers a Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) program designed to prepare

students for a career in physical therapy through rigorous coursework and clinical experiences.

Is Franklin Pierce University Physical Therapy program accredited?

Yes, the Doctor of Physical Therapy program at Franklin Pierce University is accredited by the
Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE).

What are the admission requirements for the Physical Therapy program
at Franklin Pierce University?

Admission requirements include a bachelor's degree with prerequisite courses, a competitive GPA, GRE

scores, letters of recommendation, and relevant healthcare experience.

Does Franklin Pierce University offer clinical internships for physical
therapy students?

Yes, Franklin Pierce University provides extensive clinical internship opportunities as part of the DPT

program to give students hands-on experience in diverse healthcare settings.

What career support services are available for physical therapy students
at Franklin Pierce University?

The university offers career counseling, job placement assistance, networking events, and resources to help

physical therapy students transition into the workforce successfully.

Can I pursue a dual degree or combined program with the Physical
Therapy program at Franklin Pierce University?

Franklin Pierce University offers some combined or dual degree options; prospective students should

contact the admissions office for specific information regarding physical therapy combined programs.

What makes Franklin Pierce University's Physical Therapy program
unique?

Franklin Pierce University's Physical Therapy program is known for its personalized instruction, state-of-



the-art facilities, strong clinical partnerships, and commitment to preparing compassionate and skilled

physical therapists.

Additional Resources

1. Foundations of Physical Therapy at Franklin Pierce University

This comprehensive guide explores the core principles and foundational knowledge taught in Franklin
Pierce University’s Physical Therapy program. It covers anatomy, physiology, and biomechanics essential
for aspiring physical therapists. The book also highlights the university’s unique teaching methodologies

and clinical training approaches.

2. Clinical Practice and Techniques in Franklin Pierce University Physical Therapy
Detailing practical clinical skills, this book serves as a key resource for students and practitioners affiliated
with Franklin Pierce University. It emphasizes hands-on techniques, patient assessment, and therapeutic

interventions. Case studies from the university’s clinics provide real-world applications and insights.

3. Advancements in Rehabilitation Science: Franklin Pierce University Perspectives
This text delves into cutting-edge research and innovations in rehabilitation science emerging from
Franklin Pierce University’s Physical Therapy department. Readers gain knowledge on new therapeutic

technologies, evidence-based practices, and interdisciplinary collaboration in patient care.

4. Patient-Centered Care in Physical Therapy: A Franklin Pierce University Approach
Focusing on the holistic treatment of patients, this book outlines the patient-centered philosophy taught at
Franklin Pierce University. It discusses communication strategies, cultural competency, and individualized

care plans that enhance recovery outcomes.

5. Exercise Physiology and Movement Science at Franklin Pierce University
This book provides an in-depth look at exercise physiology and movement science as integral components
of the physical therapy curriculum at Franklin Pierce University. Topics include muscle function, motor

control, and exercise prescription tailored to rehabilitation.

6. Ethics and Professionalism in Physical Therapy: Insights from Franklin Pierce University
Highlighting the ethical standards and professional conduct expected in physical therapy, this book reflects
Franklin Pierce University’s commitment to integrity and patient advocacy. It discusses dilemmas and

decision-making frameworks relevant to clinical practice.

7. Neurological Rehabilitation Techniques: A Franklin Pierce University Guide
Specializing in neurological disorders and their rehabilitation, this guide presents targeted therapeutic
techniques taught at Franklin Pierce University. It covers stroke recovery, spinal cord injuries, and

neuroplasticity principles essential for effective treatment.

8. Sports Physical Therapy and Injury Prevention at Franklin Pierce University



This book addresses sports-related injuries and preventive strategies within the physical therapy
curriculum at Franklin Pierce University. It includes protocols for assessment, treatment, and return-to-

play considerations for athletes.

9. Research Methods and Evidence-Based Practice in Franklin Pierce University Physical Therapy
Focusing on research literacy and application, this text equips students with the skills to critically evaluate
and implement evidence-based practices. It showcases research projects conducted at Franklin Pierce

University and guides readers through study design and data analysis.
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