FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE EXERCISES

FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE EXERCISES ARE ESSENTIAL TOOLS FOR MASTERING ONE OF THE MOST VERSATILE MOODS IN THE
FRENCH LANGUAGE. THE CONDITIONAL TENSE IS USED TO EXPRESS HYPOTHETICAL SITUATIONS, POLITE REQUESTS, AND
POSSIBILITIES, MAKING IT CRUCIAL FOR EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH EXPLORATION OF THE
FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE, INCLUDING ITS FORMATION, USES, AND PRACTICAL EXERCISES DESIGNED TO REINFORCE LEARNING. By
ENGAGING WITH TARGETED EXERCISES, LEARNERS CAN ENHANCE THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF CONDITIONAL CONJUGATIONS,
IRREGULAR VERBS, AND SENTENCE STRUCTURES. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE ALSO OFFERS VARIED PRACTICE ACTIVITIES THAT
CATER TO DIFFERENT PROFICIENCY LEVELS, ENSURING GRADUAL AND CONSISTENT IMPROVEMENT. FOLLOWING THIS INTRODUCTION,
A DETAILED TABLE OF CONTENTS OUTLINES THE MAIN SECTIONS COVERED IN THE ARTICLE FOR EASY NAVIGATION.
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® FORMATION OF THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE

ComMMoN Uses ofF THE CONDITIONAL TENSE

TvPes ofF FReENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE EXERCISES

o ExAMPLES oF FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE EXERCISES

TIPS FOR MASTERING THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE

UNDERSTANDING THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE

THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE, KNOWN AS LE CONDITIONNEL, 1S A MOOD USED TO CONVEY ACTIONS OR EVENTS THAT DEPEND
ON CERTAIN CONDITIONS. |T OFTEN EXPRESSES HYPOTHETICAL SITUATIONS, POLITE REQUESTS, OR FUTURE-IN-THE-PAST
SCENARIOS. UNDERSTANDING THE CONDITIONAL TENSE IS FUNDAMENTAL FOR LEARNERS AIMING TO COMMUNICATE MORE NUANCED
IDEAS IN FRENCH. UNLIKE STRAIGHTFORWARD PAST OR PRESENT TENSES, THE CONDITIONAL REQUIRES KNOWLEDGE OF SPECIFIC
CONJUGATION PATTERNS AND CONTEXTUAL CLUES. MASTERY OF THIS TENSE ENABLES SPEAKERS TO ARTICULATE DESIRES,
POSSIBILITIES, AND POLITE STATEMENTS EFFECTIVELY, ENHANCING BOTH WRITTEN AND SPOKEN FRENCH PROFICIENCY.

DerFINITION AND ROLE IN FRENCH GRAMMAR

THE CONDITIONAL TENSE SERVES AS A BRIDGE BETWEEN REALITY AND POSSIBILITY. |T IS USED TO DESCRIBE ACTIONS THAT
WOULD HAPPEN IF A CERTAIN CONDITION WERE MET, SUCH AS “| WoULD GO” OR “SHE WOULD SPEAK.” IN FRENCH, THIS TENSE IS
OFTEN PAIRED WITH THE IMPERFECT TENSE IN CONDITIONAL SENTENCES, ESPECIALLY IN THE PROTASIS (THE “IF” CLAUSE). THIS
RELATIONSHIP HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING BOTH THE CONDITIONAL AND IMPERFECT TENSES FOR COMPLETE
GRAMMATICAL COMPETENCE.

DiFrereNcE BETWEEN CoNDITIONAL AND OTHER MooDs

\WHILE THE INDICATIVE MOOD STATES FACTS AND CERTAINTIES, THE CONDITIONAL MOOD EXPRESSES UNCERTAINTY OR
DEPENDENCY ON CONDITIONS. THE SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD, ON THE OTHER HAND, OFTEN REFLECTS DOUBT, EMOTION, OR NECESSITY.
DISTINGUISHING THE CONDITIONAL FROM THESE MOODS IS CRITICAL FOR PROPER USAGE AND COMPREHENSION. FOR EXAMPLE, "'JE
MANGERAIS” (| WOULD EAT) IS CONDITIONAL, IMPLYING A CONDITION OR HYPOTHETICAL SCENARIO, WHEREAS "JE MANGE” (|
EAT) IS INDICATIVE, EXPRESSING A FACT.



FORMATION OF THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE

FORMING THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE REQUIRES UNDERSTANDING THE COMBINATION OF VERB STEMS AND CONDITIONAL
ENDINGS. THE CONDITIONAL IS FORMED BY ADDING SPECIFIC ENDINGS TO THE INFINITIVE OR MODIFIED STEM OF THE VERB. | HESE
ENDINGS ARE CONSISTENT ACROSS REGULAR AND MANY IRREGULAR VERBS, MAKING IT A RELATIVELY STRAIGHTFORW ARD TENSE
TO LEARN ONCE THE PATTERNS ARE MEMORIZED. HO\X/EVER, ATTENTION MUST BE PAID TO STEM CHANGES IN IRREGULAR VERBS TO
ENSURE ACCURACY.

ReGULAR VERE CONJUGATION PATTERNS

FOR REGULAR -ER AND -IR VERBS, THE CONDITIONAL IS FORMED BY ADDING THE IMPERFECT ENDINGS DIRECTLY TO THE INFINITIVE
FORM OF THE VERB. REGULAR -RE VERBS DROP THE FINAL 'E' BEFORE ADDING THE ENDINGS. THE TYPICAL ENDINGS ARE:

1. -als
2. -AIS
3. -AIT
4. -loNs
5. -lez
6. -AIENT

For EXAMPLE, THE VERB PARLER (TO SPEAK) IN THE CONDITIONAL BECOMES: JE PARLERAIS, TU PARLERAIS, IL/ELLE PARLERAIT,
NOUS PARLERIONS, VOUS PARLERIEZ, ILS/ELLES PARLERAIENT.

IRREGULAR VERBS IN THE CONDITIONAL

MANY COMMON FRENCH VERBS HAVE IRREGULAR STEMS IN THE CONDITIONAL TENSE BUT STILL USE THE SAME ENDINGS. EXAMPLES
INCLUDE!:

o P TRE] sEr- (JE SERAIS)

AvVoOIR AUR- (TU AURAIS)

ALLER ir- (IL IRAIT)

FAIRE FER- (NOUS FERIONS)

VENR ?]  VIENDR- (VOUS VIENDRIEZ)

MEMORIZING THESE STEMS IS ESSENTIAL FOR MASTERING THE CONDITIONAL TENSE.

CoMMoN Uses oF THE CONDITIONAL TENSE

THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE HAS MULTIPLE FUNCTIONAL USES THAT ARE VITAL FOR EXPRESSING SUBTLETIES IN LANGUAGE.
(UNDERSTANDING THESE USES AIDS IN BOTH COMPREHENSION AND PRODUCTION OF ACCURATE FRENCH SENTENCES. COMMON
APPLICATIONS INCLUDE POLITE REQUESTS, HYPOTHETICAL SCENARIOS, ADVICE, AND REPORTED SPEECH.



EXPRESSING POLITENESS AND REQUESTS

THE CONDITIONAL IS FREQUENTLY USED TO SOFTEN REQUESTS OR MAKE THEM MORE POLITE. FOR EXAMPLE, “POURRIEZ-VOUS
M’ AIDER?” (COULD YOU HELP ME?) IS MORE COURTEOUS THAN A DIRECT IMPERATIVE. THIS USE IS PREVALENT IN EVERYDAY
CONVERSATION AND FORMAL WRITING ALIKE.

HYPOTHETICAL SITUATIONS AND POSSIBILITIES

T O DESCRIBE EVENTS THAT DEPEND ON CERTAIN CONDITIONS, THE CONDITIONAL TENSE IS USED. FOR EXAMPLE: “Si J'AVAIS DE
L'ARGENT, J'ACHP] TERAIS UNE VOITURE” (IF | HAD MONEY, | WOULD BUY A CAR). THIS CONDITIONAL STATEMENT
DEMONSTRATES HOW THE TENSE RELATES TO UNREAL OR IMAGINED CIRCUMSTANCES.

ADVICE AND SUGGESTIONS

THE CONDITIONAL CAN ALSO EXPRESS ADVICE OR RECOMMENDATIONS IN A LESS DIRECT WAY, MAKING SUGGESTIONS SOUND
MORE CONSIDERATE. FOR EXAMPLE: “TU DEVRAIS [?] TUDIER DAVANTAGE” (YOU SHOULD STUDY MORE) USES THE CONDITIONAL
TO OFFER ADVICE POLITELY.

TyPes oF FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE EXERCISES

USING A VARIETY OF EXERCISES IS CRUCIAL FOR REINFORCING THE UNDERSTANDING AND APPLICATION OF THE FRENCH
CONDITIONAL TENSE. DIFFERENT EXERCISE TYPES TARGET SPECIFIC SKILLS SUCH AS CONJUGATION ACCURACY, SENTENCE
CONSTRUCTION, AND COMPREHENSION. COMBINING THESE METHODS ENSURES A WELL-ROUNDED GRASP OF THE TENSE.

CoNJUGATION DRILLS

CONJUGATION DRILLS FOCUS ON MEMORIZING VERB FORMS IN THE CONDITIONAL TENSE. THESE EXERCISES TYPICALLY INVOLVE
FILLING IN BLANKS, MATCHING VERBS TO THEIR CORRECT CONDITIONAL FORMS, OR REWRITING SENTENCES USING THE CONDITIONAL
MOOD. THEY HELP INTERNALIZE REGULAR AND IRREGULAR VERB PATTERNS.

FILL-IN-THE-BLANK SENTENCES

FILL-IN-THE-BLANK EXERCISES PROVIDE CONTEXT-BASED PRACTICE WHERE LEARNERS COMPLETE SENTENCES WITH THE CORRECT
CONDITIONAL VERB FORM. THIS METHOD IMPROVES BOTH GRAMMATICAL ACCURACY AND CONTEXTUAL UNDERSTANDING.

TRANSLATION EXERCISES

TRANSLATING SENTENCES FROM ENGLISH TO FRENCH AND VICE VERSA USING THE CONDITIONAL TENSE HELPS LEARNERS APPLY
THEIR KNOWLEDGE IN PRACTICAL COMMUNICATION. THESE EXERCISES OFTEN INCLUDE HYPOTHETICAL OR POLITE EXPRESSIONS TO
MIRROR REAL-LIFE USAGE.

SENTENCE REWRITING AND TRANSFORMATION

IN THESE EXERCISES, LEARNERS TRANSFORM SENTENCES FROM THE INDICATIVE OR FUTURE TENSE INTO THE CONDITIONAL,
ENHANCING THEIR ABILITY TO RECOGNIZE AND PRODUCE CONDITIONAL STRUCTURES.



ExAMPLES OF FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE EXERCISES

PRACTICAL EXAMPLES OF EXERCISES PROVIDE LEARNERS WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO APPLY THEORETICAL KNOWLEDGE. BELOW
ARE REPRESENTATIVE EXERCISES DESIGNED TO IMPROVE PROFICIENCY IN THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE.

Exercise 1: CONJUGATION PRACTICE

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES WITH THE CORRECT CONDITIONAL FORM OF THE VERB IN PARENTHESES:

1. SIJ’F] TAIS RICHE, JE (VOYAGER) AUTOUR DU MONDE.

2. Tu (POUVOIR) M’ AIDER AVEC MES DEVOIRS?

3. Nous (FAIRE) UNE PAUSE SI NOUS [?] TIONS FATIGUR] s.

4. ELLE (P] TRE) CONTENTE DE TE VOIR.

5. Vous (AVOIR) PLUS DE TEMPS SI VOUS ORGANISIEZ MIEUX VOTRE JOURNE] E.

ExerCISE 2: FILL-IN-THE-BLANK SENTENCES

FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH THE CORRECT CONDITIONAL FORM OF THE VERBS PROVIDED:

1. Siy (AVOIR) LE TEMPS, J'IRAIS ] LA PLAGE.

2. ILs (VENIR) SI VOUS LES INVITIEZ.

3. JE (ACHETER) CETTE VOITURE SI ELLE ] TAIT MOINS CH[Y] RE.
4. Tu (pevolr) P] TUDIER POUR R[] USSIR L'EXAMEN.

5. Nous (VOIR) UN FILM CE SOIR SI TU ES LIBRE.

ExercISE 3: TRANSLATION PRACTICE

TRANSLATE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES INTO FRENCH USING THE CONDITIONAL TENSE:

1. | WOULD LIKE TO VISIT PARIS SOMEDAY.

2. SHE WOULD HELP YOU IF SHE KNEW HOW.

3. WE WOULD GO OUT IF IT STOPPED RAINING.

4. THEY WOULD CALL YOU IF THEY HAD YOUR NUMBER.

5. You wWOULD UNDERSTAND BETTER WITH MORE PRACTICE.



TiPs FOR MASTERING THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE

CONSISTENT PRACTICE AND STRATEGIC LEARNING APPROACHES ARE VITAL FOR MASTERING THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE. THE
FOLLOWING TIPS HELP LEARNERS IMPROVE ACCURACY, FLUENCY, AND CONFIDENCE WHEN USING THE CONDITIONAL MOOD.

ReGULAR PRACTICE AND REPETITION

REPETITION IS KEY TO INTERNALIZING CONJUGATION PATTERNS AND USAGE. DAILY PRACTICE USING CONDITIONAL TENSE
EXERCISES STRENGTHENS MEMORY AND RECALL, MAKING IT EASIER TO APPLY THE TENSE IN CONVERSATION AND WRITING.

Focus oN IRREGULAR VERBS

SPECIAL ATTENTION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO IRREGULAR VERB STEMS, AS THESE ARE OFTEN STUMBLING BLOCKS. CREATING
FLASHCARDS OR CHARTS OF IRREGULAR CONDITIONAL STEMS CAN AID MEMORIZATION AND REDUCE ERRORS.

CONTEXTUAL LEARNING

ENGAGING WITH AUTHENTIC FRENCH MATERIALS SUCH AS DIALOGUES, STORIES, AND SONGS THAT FEATURE THE CONDITIONAL
TENSE CAN PROVIDE CONTEXTUAL UNDERSTANDING. THIS APPROACH HELPS LEARNERS RECOGNIZE HOW THE CONDITIONAL IS USED
NATURALLY, IMPROVING COMPREHENSION AND USAGE.

PrACTICE WITH NATIVE SPEAKERS

CONVERSING WITH NATIVE SPEAKERS OR LANGUAGE PARTNERS ALLOWS LEARNERS TO PRACTICE THE CONDITIONAL TENSE IN
REAL-TIME COMMUNICATION. FEEDBACK AND CORRECTION FROM FLUENT SPEAKERS CAN ACCELERATE MASTERY AND BOOST
CONFIDENCE.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE USED FOR?

THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE IS USED TO EXPRESS ACTIONS THAT WOULD HAPPEN UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS, POLITE
REQUESTS, OR HYPOTHETICAL SITUATIONS.

How po You FORM THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE?

To FORM THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE, TAKE THE FUTURE STEM OF THE VERB AND ADD THE IMPERFECT ENDINGS: -AIS, -AIS, -
AIT, -IONS, -IEZ, ~AIENT.

CAN YOU PROVIDE AN EXAMPLE OF A FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE EXERCISE?

AN EXAMPLE EXERCISE IS: COMPLETE THE SENTENCE WITH THE CORRECT CONDITIONAL FORM. “SI J'AVAIS LE TEMPS, JE
(VOYAGER) pLUS.” THE ANSWER IS ”VOYAGERAIS.”

WHAT ARE SOME COMMON VERBS THAT HAVE IRREGULAR STEMS IN THE FRENCH
CONDITIONAL TENSE?

COMMON IRREGULAR VERBS INCLUDE: [?] TRE (SER-), AVOIR (AUR-), ALLER (IR-), FAIRE (FER-), VENIR (VIENDR-), AND VOIR (VERR-



ARE THERE ONLINE RESOURCES FOR PRACTICING FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE EXERCISES?

YES, WEBSITES LIKE DUOLINGO, LAWLESS FRENCH, AND FLUENTU OFFER INTERACTIVE EXERCISES FOCUSED ON THE FRENCH
CONDITIONAL TENSE.

How CAN | PRACTICE USING THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE IN SENTENCES?

YOU CAN PRACTICE BY WRITING HYPOTHETICAL SENTENCES USING ‘SI” CLAUSES (IF CLAUSES) OR BY CONVERTING PRESENT
TENSE SENTENCES INTO CONDITIONAL ONES.

\WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL AND FUTURE TENSES IN
EXERCISES?

THE FUTURE TENSE EXPRESSES WHAT WILL HAPPEN, WHILE THE CONDITIONAL EXPRESSES WHAT WOULD HAPPEN UNDER CERTAIN
CONDITIONS. EXERCISES OFTEN FOCUS ON CHOOSING THE CORRECT TENSE BASED ON CONTEXT.

CAN FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE EXERCISES HELP IMPROVE POLITE REQUESTS?

YES/ PRACTICING THE CONDITIONAL TENSE HELPS LEARNERS MAKE POLITE REQUESTS OR OFFERS, AS IT SOFTENS STATEMENTS
AND MAKES THEM MORE COURTEOUS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. MASTERING THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL: EXERCISES AND PRACTICE

THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE COLLECTION OF EXERCISES FOCUSED ON THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE. |T IS DESIGNED
FOR LEARNERS AT VARIOUS LEVELS WHO WANT TO GAIN CONFIDENCE IN USING CONDITIONAL FORMS IN EVERYDAY
CONVERSATIONS AND WRITING. EACH CHAPTER INCLUDES CLEAR EXPLANATIONS FOLLOWED BY PRACTICAL DRILLS TO REINFORCE
UNDERSTANDING. THE EXERCISES RANGE FROM SIMPLE SENTENCE TRANSFORMATIONS TO COMPLEX CONDITIONAL STATEMENTS.

2. FrencH CONDITIONAL TENSE WoRrkBOOK: PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT

IDEAL FOR SELF-STUDY, THIS WORKBOOK PROVIDES NUMEROUS EXERCISES SPECIFICALLY TARGETING THE USE OF THE
CONDITIONAL TENSE IN FRENCH. |T INCLUDES FILL-IN-THE-BLANK ACTIVITIES, SENTENCE COMPLETIONS, AND TRANSLATION TASKS
TO HELP LEARNERS INTERNALIZE THE RULES. ADDITIONALLY, ANSWER KEYS ENABLE LEARNERS TO TRACK THEIR PROGRESS AND
CORRECT MISTAKES INDEPENDENTLY.

3. CONDITIONAL SENTENCES IN FRENCH: EXERCISES FOR FLUENCY

THIS TARGETED EXERCISE BOOK FOCUSES ON CONDITIONAL SENTENCES, INCLUDING REAL AND HYPOTHETICAL SCENARIOS. |T
EMPHASIZES THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF THE CONDITIONAL TENSE IN BOTH SPOKEN AND WRITTEN FRENCH. THE BOOK
FEATURES DIALOGUES, SHORT STORIES, AND SITUATIONAL PROMPTS THAT ENCOURAGE ACTIVE USAGE AND COMPREHENSION.

4. FrencH GRAMMAR DriLL: CONDITIONAL TENSE EDITION

A PART OF THE POPULAR GRAMMAR DRILL SERIES, THIS EDITION ZEROES IN ON THE CONDITIONAL TENSE WITH A VARIETY OF
DRILLS. IT IS WELL-SUITED FOR CLASSROOM USE OR INDIVIDUAL PRACTICE, PROVIDING PROGRESSIVE EXERCISES THAT BUILD
FROM BASIC TO ADVANCED LEVELS. THE CLEAR LAYOUT AND CONCISE EXPLANATIONS MAKE IT EASY TO UNDERSTAND AND
APPLY THE CONDITIONAL TENSE CORRECTLY.

5. PrAcTICE FRENCH CONDITIONAL: EXERCISES AND REAL-LIFE EXAMPLES

THIS BOOK BLENDS GRAMMAR EXERCISES WITH REAL-LIFE CONTEXT TO HELP LEARNERS UNDERSTAND THE CONDITIONAL TENSE’S
NUANCES. |T INCLUDES SCENARIOS SUCH AS GIVING ADVICE, MAKING POLITE REQUESTS, AND EXPRESSING WISHES OR
POSSIBILITIES. THE EXERCISES ARE DESIGNED TO IMPROVE BOTH ACCURACY AND FLUENCY THROUGH CONTEXTUALIZED PRACTICE.

6. FrencH ConpITIONAL TENSE MADE EASY: EXERCISES FOR BEGINNERS
PERFECT FOR BEGINNERS, THIS BOOK BREAKS DOWN THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE INTO SIMPLE CONCEPTS AND PROVIDES



PLENTY OF BEGINNER-FRIENDLY EXERCISES. |T FOCUSES ON FORMING THE CONDITIONAL AND USING IT IN COMMON EXPRESSIONS.
THE STEP-BY-STEP APPROACH ENSURES LEARNERS BUILD A SOLID FOUNDATION BEFORE MOVING ON TO MORE COMPLEX
SENTENCES.

7. ADVANCED FRENCH CONDITIONAL EXERCISES: MASTERING SUBTLETY AND STYLE

DESIGNED FOR ADVANCED LEARNERS, THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE CONDITIONAL TENSE IN MORE SOPHISTICATED CONTEXTS, SUCH
AS LITERATURE AND FORMAL WRITING. THE EXERCISES CHALLENGE LEARNERS TO USE THE CONDITIONAL TO EXPRESS NUANCE,
POLITENESS, AND HYPOTHETICAL REASONING. |T INCLUDES ANALYSIS OF AUTHENTIC FRENCH TEXTS AND PRACTICE PROMPTS
INSPIRED BY THEM.

8. EVERYDAY FRENCH CONDITIONAL: PRACTICAL EXERCISES FOR DAILY USE

THIS PRACTICAL EXERCISE BOOK FOCUSES ON THE CONDITIONAL TENSE AS IT APPEARS IN EVERYDAY CONVERSATION. [T COVERS
COMMON EXPRESSIONS, POLITE REQUESTS, AND HYPOTHETICAL SITUATIONS ONE MIGHT ENCOUNTER IN DAILY LIFE. THE EXERCISES
ENCOURAGE LEARNERS TO PRACTICE SPEAKING AND WRITING WITH NATURAL AND RELEVANT EXAMPLES.

Q. INTERACTIVE FRENCH CONDITIONAL \WORKBOOK: EXERCISES WITH AUDIO SUPPORT

COMBINING WRITTEN EXERCISES WITH AUDIO RECORDINGS, THIS WORKBOOK ENHANCES COMPREHENSION AND PRONUNCIATION OF
THE FRENCH CONDITIONAL TENSE. LEARNERS CAN LISTEN TO NATIVE SPEAKERS AND PRACTICE REPEATING SENTENCES USING THE
CONDITIONAL MOOD. THE INTERACTIVE FORMAT IS IDEAL FOR AUDITORY LEARNERS AND THOSE SEEKING TO IMPROVE BOTH
GRAMMAR AND LISTENING SKILLS.
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