fresno state business major

fresno state business major programs offer students a comprehensive education designed to prepare them
for successful careers in various fields of business. Fresno State’s Craig School of Business provides a range of
undergraduate and graduate degrees that emphasize practical skills, critical thinking, and leadership
development. This article explores the key aspects of pursuing a business major at Fresno State, including
degree options, curriculum highlights, career opportunities, and resources available to students.
Additionally, it delves into the benefits of studying business in the San Joaquin Valley region and how
Fresno State’s connections with local industries enhance student outcomes. The following sections provide
an in-depth look at what makes the fresno state business major a valuable choice for aspiring business

professionals.
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Overview of Fresno State Business Major

The fresno state business major is housed within the Craig School of Business, which is accredited by the
AACSB International, a prestigious accreditation held by fewer than 5% of business schools worldwide. This
accreditation ensures a high standard of education, faculty expertise, and continuous improvement. The
business programs at Fresno State are designed to equip students with foundational knowledge in business

principles, analytical skills, and ethical decision-making.

Mission and Educational Approach

The Craig School of Business focuses on preparing students to become competent professionals capable of
adapting to the dynamic global business environment. The curriculum integrates theoretical concepts with

real-world applications, encouraging experiential learning through internships, case studies, and group



projects. Emphasis is placed on developing communication skills, teamwork, and leadership qualities

essential for business success.

Key Features of the Business Major

Students enrolled in the fresno state business major benefit from small class sizes, personalized faculty
attention, and access to modern facilities. The program offers flexibility with various concentrations and

electives, allowing students to tailor their education to specific career goals.

Academic Programs and Curriculum

Fresno State offers a variety of degree options for business students, including Bachelor of Science degrees
in Business Administration with multiple concentrations, as well as graduate programs such as the MBA.
The curriculum is structured to provide a strong foundation in core business disciplines while encouraging

specialization.

Undergraduate Degree Options

The Bachelor of Science in Business Administration is the primary undergraduate degree, with

concentrations available in:

Accounting

e Finance

Marketing

¢ Management

Information Systems

International Business

Business Analytics



Each concentration includes specialized courses designed to deepen students’ expertise in their chosen field.

Core courses cover topics such as economics, statistics, business law, and organizational behavior.

Graduate Programs

For those seeking advanced education, Fresno State offers a Master of Business Administration (MBA)
program with options for full-time, part-time, and online study. The MBA curriculum emphasizes strategic
management, leadership development, and advanced analytical skills, preparing graduates for executive

roles.

Experiential Learning Opportunities

Students in the fresno state business major have access to internships, cooperative education (co-op)
programs, and business competitions. These opportunities provide hands-on experience, allowing students

to apply classroom knowledge in professional settings and build valuable industry connections.

Career Opportunities and Outcomes

Graduates of the fresno state business major are well-prepared for a wide range of careers across industries
such as finance, marketing, consulting, technology, and entrepreneurship. The program’s focus on practical

skills and professional development enhances employability and career advancement.

Job Placement and Employer Connections

Fresno State maintains strong relationships with regional employers, facilitating job placement and
internship opportunities for business majors. Companies in the Central Valley and beyond regularly recruit

from the Craig School of Business, recognizing the quality of its graduates.

Common Career Paths

¢ Financial Analyst



Marketing Coordinator

Accountant

Human Resources Specialist

Business Consultant

Operations Manager

IT Business Analyst

Many alumni have advanced into leadership roles or started their own businesses, reflecting the program’s

effectiveness in fostering entrepreneurial skills and strategic thinking.

Student Resources and Support

The fresno state business major is supported by a variety of student services designed to enhance academic
success and professional growth. These resources contribute significantly to the overall student experience

and achievement.

Academic Advising and Tutoring

Business students receive personalized academic advising to help with course selection, career planning,
and graduation requirements. Additionally, tutoring services are available to support mastery of

challenging subjects such as accounting and finance.

Career Services and Professional Development

The Craig School of Business offers workshops, resume reviews, interview preparation, and networking
events to assist students in launching their careers. The Business Career Center works closely with students

to connect them with internships and full-time job opportunities.



Student Organizations and Leadership

Active student clubs and professional organizations provide platforms for leadership development,
networking, and community engagement. Examples include the Accounting Society, Marketing
Association, and Entrepreneurship Club, which host events and competitions throughout the academic

year.

Fresno State’s Business Community and Networking

One of the distinguishing features of the fresno state business major is its integration with the local business
community. The university’s location in California’s Central Valley offers unique advantages for

networking and professional engagement.

Industry Partnerships and Collaborations

Fresno State collaborates with local businesses, government agencies, and non-profits to provide students
with real-world projects and internship placements. These partnerships enhance learning and foster

relationships that often lead to employment opportunities.

Alumni Network and Mentorship

The Craig School of Business boasts a robust alumni network that actively supports current students
through mentorship programs, guest lectures, and career panels. This network helps students gain insights

into various industries and build connections essential for career advancement.

Events and Conferences

Regularly scheduled events such as business expos, speaker series, and professional development seminars
enrich the academic environment. These gatherings offer students the chance to engage with business

leaders, learn about industry trends, and expand their professional networks.



Frequently Asked Questions

‘What business majors are offered at Fresno State?

Fresno State offers a variety of business majors including Accounting, Finance, Marketing, Management,

Business Administration, and Supply Chain Management.

Is Fresno State's business program accredited?

Yes, Fresno State's Craig School of Business is accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of

Business (AACSB), which is a prestigious accreditation for business programs.

What career services are available for Fresno State business majors?

Fresno State provides career services such as internship placement, resume workshops, career fairs, and

networking events specifically tailored for business majors to help them prepare for the job market.

Can Fresno State business majors participate in internships?

Yes, Fresno State encourages business majors to engage in internships to gain practical experience, and the

university has partnerships with local businesses to facilitate internship opportunities.

What are the popular concentrations within the Fresno State business
major?

Popular concentrations among Fresno State business majors include Finance, Marketing, Management

Information Systems, International Business, and Entrepreneurship.

Does Fresno State offer graduate programs in business?

Yes, Fresno State offers a Master of Business Administration (MBA) program as well as other graduate-

level business degrees for students seeking advanced education.

How does Fresno State support business students in entrepreneurship?

Fresno State supports entrepreneurship through specialized courses, business plan competitions, mentorship

programs, and access to resources like the Bulldog Launchpad to help students start their own businesses.



Additional Resources

1. Principles of Marketing

This book provides a comprehensive introduction to marketing concepts and strategies, essential for any
business major. It covers market research, consumer behavior, product development, pricing strategies, and
promotion techniques. Fresno State business students will find it useful for understanding how to create

value and build strong customer relationships in competitive markets.

2. Financial Accounting: Tools for Business Decision Making

An essential read for business majors, this book explains the fundamentals of financial accounting and
reporting. It teaches students how to analyze financial statements, understand accounting principles, and
use financial data for informed decision-making. The practical examples and exercises align well with

Fresno State’s business curriculum.

3. Organizational Behavior: Managing People and Organizations

This book explores the dynamics of individual and group behavior within organizations. It covers
motivation, leadership, team dynamics, and organizational culture, helping students develop skills to
manage and lead effectively. It’s particularly relevant for Fresno State business students interested in

human resources and management.

4. Operations Management: Sustainability and Supply Chain Management

Focusing on the efficient production and delivery of goods and services, this book addresses key concepts in
operations management. It emphasizes sustainability and ethical supply chain practices, aligning with
modern business values taught at Fresno State. Students will gain insights into process improvement,

quality control, and logistics.

5. Business Law: Text and Cases

This text provides a thorough overview of the legal environment in which businesses operate. It covers
contracts, torts, intellectual property, and regulatory issues, critical for business majors to understand legal
compliance and risk management. Fresno State students will benefit from its case studies and real-world

applications.

6. Managerial Economics

Managerial Economics bridges economic theory and business practice, helping students apply economic
concepts to decision-making. The book covers demand analysis, cost behavior, pricing strategies, and market
structures. It’s an important resource for Fresno State business majors aiming to enhance their strategic
thinking skills.

7. Strategic Management: Concepts and Cases
This book offers insights into the formulation and implementation of business strategies. It includes case
studies and frameworks for competitive analysis, corporate strategy, and innovation management. Fresno

State students will find it valuable for understanding how to create and sustain competitive advantage.



8. Entrepreneurship: Starting and Operating a Small Business

Ideal for students interested in launching their own ventures, this book covers business planning,
financing, marketing, and managing small businesses. It highlights real-world challenges and opportunities
faced by entrepreneurs. Fresno State business majors can use this book to develop practical skills for

entrepreneurial success.

9. Business Analytics: Data-Driven Decision Making
This book introduces methods and tools for analyzing business data to support decision-making. Topics
include data visualization, predictive analytics, and statistical techniques relevant to business problems.

Fresno State students will gain important skills in leveraging data to improve business outcomes.
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