
hymn great is thy faithfulness history
hymn great is thy faithfulness history is a compelling topic that explores
the origins, development, and lasting impact of one of the most beloved
Christian hymns. This hymn has resonated with generations of worshippers
worldwide, celebrated for its profound lyrics and inspiring melody.
Understanding the history behind "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" reveals the
story of its creators, the context in which it was written, and how it has
become a staple in Christian worship services. Additionally, examining the
hymn’s theological themes and musical composition provides insight into why
it remains relevant today. This article delves deeply into the hymn great is
thy faithfulness history, offering a comprehensive overview that highlights
its significance in Christian hymnody.
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Origins of the Hymn Great Is Thy Faithfulness
The hymn great is thy faithfulness history begins in the early 20th century,
a period marked by both spiritual revival and personal challenges for its
author. Written in 1923, the lyrics were composed by Thomas Obadiah Chisholm,
a Methodist minister and prolific hymn writer. The hymn was inspired by the
words of Lamentations 3:22-23, which speak of God's unwavering faithfulness
and mercies that are new every morning. The hymn’s message reflects a deep
trust in God’s providence despite life’s hardships, encapsulating both
personal testimony and biblical truth. This section explores how the hymn was
conceived and the initial reception it received within Christian communities.

Context of the 1920s Religious Climate
During the 1920s, America experienced significant social and cultural shifts,
including the aftermath of World War I and the rise of modernism. Within this
environment, many Christians sought comfort and assurance in traditional
expressions of faith. Hymns like great is thy faithfulness offered spiritual



encouragement and a reminder of God’s constant presence. The hymn’s emphasis
on God’s faithfulness resonated with congregations facing uncertainty and
change, contributing to its rapid acceptance.

Publication and Early Dissemination
After Thomas Chisholm wrote the poem, it was set to music by William M.
Runyan, a noted composer affiliated with the Moody Bible Institute. The tune,
named “Faithfulness,” complemented the lyrics with a melody that was both
uplifting and easy to sing. The hymn was first published in 1923 in the
collection “Songs of Faith,” which helped spread its popularity among
evangelical circles. From there, it gradually gained recognition beyond its
original audience.

The Life of Thomas O. Chisholm
Understanding the hymn great is thy faithfulness history requires a closer
look at the life of Thomas O. Chisholm, whose personal experiences shaped the
hymn’s heartfelt lyrics. Born in 1866 in Indiana, Chisholm spent much of his
early life in teaching and pastoral work. Despite chronic health issues that
limited his physical activity, he remained deeply committed to his faith and
ministry. His perseverance and spiritual insight are reflected in the themes
of trust and divine faithfulness in the hymn.

Career and Ministry
Chisholm dedicated over 40 years to Christian service, primarily as a pastor
and evangelist. His writings extended beyond hymns to include devotional
literature and poetry. Despite never marrying, Chisholm found solace in his
relationship with God, which provided the foundation for his creative output.
The hymn great is thy faithfulness stands as a testament to his enduring
faith amid trials.

Other Hymns and Literary Contributions
In addition to “Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” Chisholm wrote over 1,200 poems
and hymns during his lifetime. Many of these works emphasize themes of grace,
hope, and God’s unchanging nature. His literary legacy continues to inspire
Christian communities and hymnologists alike.

Musical Composition and Contributions of



William M. Runyan
The hymn great is thy faithfulness history would be incomplete without
acknowledging the musical genius of William M. Runyan, who composed the tune
that brought Chisholm’s words to life. Runyan was a prominent figure in early
20th-century American gospel music, known for his skill in crafting melodies
that complemented and enhanced hymn texts.

Background and Musical Style
William Marion Runyan was born in 1870 and was active as a composer,
arranger, and teacher of sacred music. His style combined traditional hymnody
with elements of gospel music, making his compositions accessible to a wide
range of congregations. The tune “Faithfulness” is characterized by its
steady rhythm, memorable melody, and emotional resonance, qualities that have
helped sustain the hymn’s popularity.

Collaboration and Influence
The collaboration between Runyan and Chisholm was crucial in producing a hymn
that balanced lyrical depth with musical appeal. Runyan’s tune allowed the
hymn to be sung with ease while emphasizing the message of God’s
steadfastness. Over the decades, “Faithfulness” has influenced other hymn
writers and composers, solidifying its place in Christian worship traditions.

Theological Themes in Great Is Thy Faithfulness
The hymn great is thy faithfulness history is deeply rooted in biblical
theology, particularly the attributes of God’s faithfulness, mercy, and
providence. The lyrics articulate a theology of trust and gratitude that has
universal appeal among believers.

Faithfulness and Divine Consistency
The central theme of the hymn is God’s unwavering faithfulness, a concept
drawn from scriptures such as Lamentations 3:22-23 and 1 Corinthians 1:9. The
hymn emphasizes that God’s mercies are new every morning, highlighting the
continual renewal of grace and the constancy of God’s care throughout life’s
challenges.

Human Response: Trust and Praise
The hymn also invites a response from the believer, encouraging trust in
God’s plan and joyful praise for His goodness. The repeated refrain “Great is



Thy faithfulness” functions as both a declaration and a call to worship,
reinforcing the believer’s reliance on divine faithfulness.

Impact and Legacy of the Hymn
The hymn great is thy faithfulness history reveals a legacy that extends far
beyond its initial publication. It has become a staple in Christian hymnals
worldwide and is frequently performed in worship services, funerals, and
special religious occasions.

Global Recognition and Usage
Over the years, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” has been translated into multiple
languages and embraced by diverse Christian denominations. Its message
transcends cultural boundaries, making it a unifying hymn for worshippers
around the globe.

Influence on Contemporary Christian Music
The hymn’s enduring popularity has inspired numerous contemporary Christian
artists to record their own versions and adapt its themes in new
compositions. Its influence is evident in modern worship music that
emphasizes God’s faithfulness as a foundational truth.

Notable Recordings and Performances

Andraé Crouch’s gospel renditions

Chris Rice’s contemporary worship version

Traditional choir performances in major cathedrals

Inclusion in significant religious ceremonies and events

Modern Usage and Adaptations
In recent decades, the hymn great is thy faithfulness history has seen
various adaptations to suit contemporary worship styles while maintaining its
original message. These adaptations reflect the hymn’s flexibility and
timeless appeal.



Contemporary Worship Arrangements
Modern worship bands and church musicians often arrange “Great Is Thy
Faithfulness” with updated instrumentation, including guitars, keyboards, and
drums. These arrangements aim to engage younger audiences and incorporate the
hymn into diverse worship settings.

Ecumenical and Interdenominational Appeal
The hymn’s broad acceptance across denominational lines highlights its
universal theological themes. It is commonly included in hymnals of
Protestant, Catholic, and evangelical churches, serving as a bridge in
ecumenical worship experiences.

Use in Media and Popular Culture
Beyond church walls, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” has appeared in various
media forms, including films, television programs, and inspirational videos.
Its message of hope and reliability continues to resonate with audiences
seeking spiritual encouragement.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who wrote the hymn 'Great Is Thy Faithfulness' and
what inspired its creation?
The hymn 'Great Is Thy Faithfulness' was written by Thomas O. Chisholm in
1923. Chisholm was inspired by his personal experiences of God's faithfulness
throughout his life, especially during times of hardship and illness.

What is the historical background of the hymn 'Great
Is Thy Faithfulness'?
The hymn was written in the early 20th century, with lyrics by Thomas O.
Chisholm and music composed by William M. Runyan. It reflects the theme of
God's unwavering faithfulness and was first published in 1923 in the songbook
'Songs of Faith'.

How has the hymn 'Great Is Thy Faithfulness'
impacted Christian worship over the years?
'Great Is Thy Faithfulness' has become a staple in Christian worship due to
its comforting message of God's consistent faithfulness. It is widely sung in
churches around the world and has been included in numerous hymnals,



resonating deeply with believers facing trials.

What biblical scriptures influenced the hymn 'Great
Is Thy Faithfulness'?
The hymn draws heavily on Lamentations 3:22-23, which speaks about God's
mercies being new every morning and His faithfulness being great. This
scripture significantly influenced the theme and lyrics of the hymn.

When and where was 'Great Is Thy Faithfulness' first
published and performed?
'Great Is Thy Faithfulness' was first published in 1923 in the hymn
collection 'Songs of Faith' by Hope Publishing Company. It was initially
performed in churches and quickly gained popularity for its uplifting message
and melody composed by William M. Runyan.

Additional Resources
1. Great Is Thy Faithfulness: The Story Behind the Hymn
This book delves into the inspiring history of the beloved hymn "Great Is Thy
Faithfulness," tracing its origins back to the early 20th century. It
explores the life of composer Thomas Chisholm and the circumstances that led
to the hymn's creation. Readers will gain insight into the hymn's enduring
message of God's unwavering faithfulness through trials and blessings.

2. The Hymnody of Thomas Chisholm: Faithfulness in Song
Focusing on Thomas Chisholm’s contributions to Christian hymnody, this volume
highlights "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" as a centerpiece of his work. The book
examines Chisholm’s poetic style and theological themes, emphasizing how his
personal experiences shaped his writing. It also situates the hymn within the
broader context of early 20th-century American religious music.

3. Faithful Through the Ages: The Enduring Legacy of Great Is Thy
Faithfulness
This comprehensive study traces the impact of "Great Is Thy Faithfulness"
across different Christian denominations and cultures around the world. It
includes historical anecdotes, testimonies, and stories of how the hymn has
comforted believers through various hardships. The book also discusses
musical adaptations and the hymn’s role in worship today.

4. Hymns of Hope: The History and Influence of Great Is Thy Faithfulness
This book explores the hymn as a source of hope during times of adversity,
highlighting its use during the Great Depression and World War II. It offers
a historical overview of the hymn’s publication and spread, alongside
personal stories from individuals who found solace in its words. The
narrative underscores the hymn’s theological emphasis on God’s steadfastness.



5. Thomas O. Chisholm: Poet of Faith and Hymn Writer
A biographical account of Thomas O. Chisholm’s life, this book provides
context for his hymn writing, especially "Great Is Thy Faithfulness." It
covers his early years, ministry, and the spiritual convictions that inspired
his work. Readers will find a detailed look at the creative process behind
some of his most famous hymns.

6. The Making of a Hymn: Great Is Thy Faithfulness in Historical Perspective
This scholarly work examines the cultural and religious environment in which
"Great Is Thy Faithfulness" was composed. It analyzes the hymn’s lyrics and
music, considering influences from American Protestantism and hymnody
traditions. The book also discusses the hymn’s reception and its place within
20th-century sacred music.

7. Voices of Faith: Hymns That Shaped the Church
A broader collection that includes a chapter devoted to "Great Is Thy
Faithfulness," this book explores hymns that have significantly influenced
Christian worship. It provides historical backgrounds, theological
reflections, and the stories of hymn writers like Thomas Chisholm. Readers
will appreciate how individual hymns contribute to the faith life of the
church.

8. Great Is Thy Faithfulness: A Devotional Journey Through the Hymn
This devotional book uses the verses of "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" as a
framework for daily meditation and reflection. It offers historical insights
alongside practical applications for living out the hymn’s message of trust
in God’s faithfulness. Suitable for personal or group study, it connects
history with spiritual growth.

9. Hymns and History: The Story of Christian Praise
Covering the history of Christian hymnody from ancient times to the present,
this book highlights key hymns including "Great Is Thy Faithfulness." It
discusses the evolution of hymn writing and how historical events shaped
Christian worship music. The book provides a rich context for understanding
how "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" fits into the broader tradition of sacred
music.
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