i fought the law and the law won chords

i fought the law and the law won chords represent a classic entry point for guitarists and musicians
interested in mastering one of rock and roll’s most iconic songs. Originally penned by Sonny Curtis and
famously performed by The Bobby Fuller Four, this track has remained a staple in the repertoire of many
musicians due to its catchy rhythm and straightforward chord progression. Understanding the chords,
strumming patterns, and variations used in different renditions can greatly enhance a player’s ability to
perform this timeless tune. This article explores the primary chords used in "I Fought the Law and the
Law Won," offers detailed instructions on how to play them, and discusses tips for integrating these chords
into a full performance. Additionally, it covers common variations and provides useful practice techniques
to help guitarists of all levels. The following sections will guide you through everything needed to

confidently play "I Fought the Law and the Law Won" chords with precision and style.

Understanding the Core Chords of I Fought the Law and the Law Won

Step-by-Step Guide to Playing I Fought the Law and the Law Won Chords

Strumming Patterns and Rhythmic Techniques

Common Variations and Alternative Chord Voicings

Practice Tips and Performance Advice

Understanding the Core Chords of I Fought the Law and the
Law Won

The foundation of "I Fought the Law and the Law Won" lies in its simple yet effective chord progression.
The song primarily revolves around a few basic major chords that are accessible to beginners while still
appealing to advanced players. Familiarity with these chords is essential for delivering an authentic

rendition of the song that captures its energetic and rebellious spirit.

Primary Chords Used in the Song

The most commonly used chords in the original and cover versions of "I Fought the Law and the Law
Won" include G major, C major, D major, and occasionally E minor. These chords create the upbeat and

driving rhythm characteristic of the song.



¢ G Major: A bright and open chord that often serves as the tonic in this progression.
e C Major: Adds harmonic movement and contributes to the song’s melodic structure.
¢ D Major: Provides tension and resolution, integral for the chorus sections.

e E Minor: Used sparingly to add depth and a minor tonality contrast.

Chord Progression Overview

The typical chord progression for the verses follows a pattern such as G - C - D - G, which repeats
throughout the song. This progression is straightforward, making it perfect for learners aiming to build
chord transition skills and rhythmic consistency. The chorus often emphasizes the D and C chords to create

a dynamic lift before returning to G.

Step-by-Step Guide to Playing I Fought the Law and the Law
‘Won Chords

Mastering the chords requires more than just memorizing finger positions. Proper technique, hand
positioning, and smooth transitions are vital for performing "I Fought the Law and the Law Won" chords

effectively. This section breaks down the essential steps to play the song correctly.

Finger Placement for Each Chord

Starting with correct finger placement ensures clarity and prevents muted or buzzing strings. Below is a

concise guide for the primary chords:

¢ G Major: Place your middle finger on the 3rd fret of the low E string, index finger on the 2nd fret of
the A string, and ring finger on the 3rd fret of the high E string.

e C Major: Position your ring finger on the 3rd fret of the A string, middle finger on the 2nd fret of
the D string, and index finger on the 1st fret of the B string.

¢ D Major: Put your index finger on the 2nd fret of the G string, middle finger on the 2nd fret of the
high E string, and ring finger on the 3rd fret of the B string.

¢ E Minor: Place your middle finger on the 2nd fret of the A string and your ring finger on the 2nd

fret of the D string, leaving other strings open.



Transition Techniques Between Chords

Smooth chord changes are critical for maintaining the song’s rhythm and energy. Practicing slow
transitions while focusing on finger movement can help build muscle memory. Utilizing pivot
fingers—fingers that stay in place or move minimally between chords—can increase efficiency and speed

when switching chords like G to C or D to G.

Strumming Patterns and Rhythmic Techniques

Beyond chords, the strumming pattern plays a crucial role in capturing the feel of "I Fought the Law and
the Law Won." The song’s driving rhythm is propelled by a consistent and energetic strumming style that

complements the chord progression.

Basic Strumming Pattern

The most recognized strumming pattern for this song involves a steady down-up motion that emphasizes
the backbeat. A common approach is to use a downstroke on beats one and three, combined with an

upstroke on the off-beats, creating a syncopated rhythm that propels the song forward.

Advanced Rhythmic Techniques

For more experienced players, incorporating palm muting and accenting specific beats can add texture and
authenticity. Palm muting involves lightly resting the side of the picking hand near the bridge to create a
muted, percussive sound. Accenting the second and fourth beats can simulate the snare drum hits typical in

many rock and roll songs.

Common Variations and Alternative Chord Voicings

‘While the core chords provide a solid foundation, numerous variations and alternative voicings can enrich
the sound and allow adaptation to different playing styles or arrangements. These variations enable

performers to personalize the song while retaining its recognizable character.

Barre Chord Versions

Barre chords offer a fuller sound and allow for easier key changes. For instance, instead of open G, C, and D

chords, players might use barre chords on the third and fifth frets. This approach is especially useful for



guitarists looking to add more sustain and power to their playing.

Adding Suspended and Seventh Chords

Incorporating chords such as Csus2, D7, or G7 adds harmonic complexity and interest. These chord types
introduce slight tension and resolution that can make the song sound richer and more dynamic during live

performances or recordings.

¢ Csus2: Replacing C major’s third with the second note to create a suspended sound.
e D7: Adding a flat seventh to the D major chord for bluesy flair.

e G7: Introducing a dominant seventh to add a classic rock tone.

Practice Tips and Performance Advice

Efficient practice and thoughtful preparation are key to mastering "l Fought the Law and the Law Won"
chords and delivering a compelling performance. Understanding the song’s structure and developing

timing are as important as the technical aspects of playing chords.

Effective Practice Strategies

Breaking down the song into manageable sections—verse, chorus, and bridge—and practicing each slowly
before combining them can improve accuracy. Utilizing a metronome helps maintain consistent tempo,
which is essential for the driving rhythm of the song. Repetition of chord changes and strumming patterns

will build muscle memory and confidence.

Performance Considerations

During live performance or recording, dynamics and energy are crucial. Emphasizing the downbeats,
maintaining strong rhythm, and engaging with the audience contribute to an impactful rendition.
Additionally, experimenting with slight tempo variations can add personal expression without losing the

song’s characteristic pulse.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for 'I Fought the Law' by The Clash?

The basic chords for 'I Fought the Law' are G, C, and D. These three chords form the foundation of the song
and are played throughout most of it.

Can beginners easily play 'I Fought the Law' chords?

Yes, 'T Fought the Law' uses simple open chords like G, C, and D, making it an excellent song for beginners

to practice chord transitions and strumming.

What is the chord progression for the chorus of 'I Fought the Law'?

The chorus chord progression typically goes G - C - D - G, which repeats throughout the chorus section of
the song.

Are there any capo recommendations for playing T Fought the Law"?

Most versions of 'I Fought the Law’ are played without a capo, but you can use a capo on the 2nd fret to

match the key of some recordings or to make chord shapes easier.

How do I play the rhythm pattern for 'I Fought the Law'?

The rhythm pattern is a steady up-down strumming pattern with emphasis on the downbeat, often played

in a punk rock style with a driving, consistent tempo.

Where can I find reliable chord charts for 'I Fought the Law'?

Reliable chord charts can be found on websites like Ultimate Guitar, Chordify, or Songsterr, where users

often provide tabs and chord sheets for 'I Fought the Law.'

Are there any notable variations in the chords of 'I Fought the Law' by
different artists?

Yes, while the core chords G, C, and D remain consistent, some artists add minor chords or play in different

keys to suit their style, so it's worth checking different versions for variations.



Additional Resources

1. Mastering "l Fought the Law and the Law Won" Chords: A Guitarist's Guide

This book offers a comprehensive breakdown of the chord progressions and strumming patterns used in the
classic song "I Fought the Law and the Law Won." It includes detailed tablatures, tips for playing in the
style of the original artists, and advice for integrating these chords into your own playing. Ideal for

beginners and intermediate guitarists looking to expand their repertoire.

2. The History Behind "l Fought the Law": From The Crickets to The Clash

Explore the fascinating journey of the song "l Fought the Law and the Law Won," tracing its origins from
Sonny Curtis and The Crickets to its punk rock revival by The Clash. This book delves into the cultural
impact of the song and how its chord structure influenced generations of musicians. Perfect for music

historians and fans alike.

3. Chord Progressions in Classic Punk Rock: Featuring "I Fought the Law”

Dive deep into the chord progressions that define punk rock music, with a special focus on "I Fought the
Law and the Law Won." This book analyzes the simplicity and power behind the chords, explaining why
they resonate so strongly in the genre. It also includes exercises to help guitarists capture the punk rock

sound.

4. Play Like The Clash: A Chord-Based Approach to Punk Classics

Learn how to play some of the most iconic punk rock songs, including "I Fought the Law and the Law
‘Won," through chord-focused lessons. This book breaks down the chords, rhythms, and performance
techniques used by The Clash, enabling readers to emulate their energetic style. Great for guitarists looking

to master punk rock classics.

5. Guitar Chord Essentials: Unlocking Songs Like "I Fought the Law™"
This guidebook covers essential guitar chords and how to apply them to popular songs such as "I Fought the
Law and the Law Won." It offers step-by-step instructions, chord diagrams, and practice routines to build

proficiency. A useful resource for players aiming to confidently learn and perform classic tracks.

6. From Bars to Chords: The Musical Anatomy of "I Fought the Law”"
An analytical approach to understanding the musical components of "I Fought the Law and the Law Won,"
focusing on chord structures, rhythm, and melody. The book explains how these elements combine to

create the song's memorable sound. Musicians and music theory enthusiasts will find valuable insights here.

7. Strum Along: Learning "l Fought the Law and the Law Won" for Beginners
Designed for beginner guitarists, this book simplifies the chords and strumming patterns of "I Fought the
Law and the Law Won." It includes easy-to-follow tutorials, tips for smooth chord transitions, and practice

songs to build confidence. A perfect starting point for those new to playing guitar.

8. Punk Rock Guitar Techniques: The Art of Playing "I Fought the Law”
This book teaches the guitar techniques that give punk rock its distinctive edge, using "I Fought the Law



and the Law Won" as a prime example. Topics include power chords, palm muting, and aggressive

strumming styles. Readers will learn how to bring energy and attitude to their playing.

9. Songwriting with Chords: Inspired by "I Fought the Law and the Law Won"
Explore songwriting methods centered around chord progressions inspired by "I Fought the Law and the
Law Won." This book guides readers through crafting compelling melodies and lyrics that complement

strong chord sequences. Ideal for aspiring songwriters looking to blend storytelling with music.
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