| fought the law clash chords

i fought the law clash chords are essential for musicians and fans eager to learn one of
the most iconic punk rock songs originally popularized by The Clash. This article provides a
detailed and SEO-optimized guide to understanding the chord progressions, playing
techniques, and musical structure behind "l Fought the Law" as performed by The Clash.
Whether you are a beginner or an experienced guitarist, mastering these chords will
enhance your ability to perform the song authentically. The article also explores tips on
strumming patterns, chord variations, and how to capture the energy of The Clash’s
rendition. Read on to discover the essential chords and techniques that make "I Fought the
Law" a timeless classic in punk rock history.
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Understanding the Song Structure of "I Fought
the Law"

The structure of "I Fought the Law" by The Clash plays a crucial role in its enduring appeal.
The song follows a classic verse-chorus format that is both straightforward and energetic,
making it accessible to guitarists of varying skill levels. Recognizing the structure helps in
mastering the chord progressions and timing accurately. The Clash’s version is known for
its fast tempo and punchy rhythm, which contributes to its distinctive punk rock vibe.

Verse and Chorus Layout

The song consists of multiple verses followed by a repeated chorus, each section featuring
a consistent chord progression. The simplicity of the arrangement allows the raw emotion
and rebellious theme of the lyrics to shine through, supported effectively by the guitar
chords. Understanding when to switch chords during each section is important to maintain
the song’s momentum.



Bridge and Solo Sections

While the original "I Fought the Law" has minimal instrumental breaks, The Clash's version
includes brief guitar solos and variations that add flavor to the performance. These sections
often employ the same chords but with more dynamic playing techniques or slight
alterations to create contrast.

Basic Chords Used in The Clash’s Version

Mastering the basic chords that form the backbone of "I Fought the Law" is necessary for an
accurate rendition. The Clash’s version primarily uses power chords and simple major
chords aligned with the punk rock style. These chords are easy to learn and facilitate the
aggressive strumming that characterizes the song.

Power Chords

Power chords are fundamental in punk rock, and "l Fought the Law" prominently features
them. These chords emphasize the root and fifth notes, producing a strong, punchy sound.
The main power chords used include A5, D5, and E5, which can be played on the lower
strings for maximum impact.

Major Chords

In addition to power chords, the song incorporates basic major chords such as A major, D
major, and E major. These chords add harmonic richness and are often used in the verse
and chorus to complement the power chords. Knowing both variations allows for a more
dynamic performance.

Detailed Breakdown of i Fought the Law Clash
Chords

The core chord progression of "I Fought the Law" is simple yet effective. The Clash’s version
typically follows a sequence revolving around the A, D, and E chords, repeated in a pattern
that drives the song forward. This section provides a step-by-step guide to playing the
chords in the correct order and rhythm.

Chord Progression Pattern

The fundamental progression often follows:
eA-D-E-D

*cA-D-E-A



This pattern repeats throughout the verses and choruses, creating a looping structure that
supports the vocals and instrumental parts.

Finger Placement and Tips

For beginners, proper finger placement is crucial to avoid muted or buzzing strings. The A
chord requires placing fingers on the second fret of the D, G, and B strings, while D and E
major chords have distinct finger positions that should be practiced slowly. Power chords

involve barring two or three strings with one finger, usually the index finger, and fretting

the fifth or sixth string with the other fingers.

Strumming Patterns and Playing Tips

The strumming pattern is a key element in capturing the energy of The Clash's "l Fought
the Law." The song features a fast, driving rhythm that emphasizes downstrokes with
occasional upstrokes for variation. Consistency and tempo control are essential to maintain
the song’s punk rock feel.

Basic Strumming Pattern

A common strumming pattern used is a steady series of downstrokes, often accented on
the second and fourth beats to give the song a compelling pulse. Players can experiment
with adding light upstrokes between downstrokes to create a more fluid rhythm.

Tips for Rhythm and Timing

Practice with a metronome to build consistent timing.

Focus on clean chord transitions to avoid breaks in rhythm.

Use palm muting sparingly to add texture without losing energy.

Start slow and gradually increase speed to match the original tempo.

Advanced Techniques and Variations

For guitarists seeking to replicate The Clash’s style more precisely or add personal flair,
advanced techniques can enhance the performance. These include hammer-ons, pull-offs,
and slight chord embellishments that add complexity without detracting from the song’s
raw simplicity.



Using Hammer-Ons and Pull-Offs

Hammer-ons and pull-offs can be incorporated within chord changes or during riffs to create
a more fluid sound. These techniques help in sustaining energy and adding subtle dynamics
to the song.

Chord Variations and Embellishments

Adding suspended chords or incorporating minor chord variations can provide a different
tonal color while staying true to the punk rock ethos. These variations should be used
judiciously to maintain the song’s accessibility and straightforward impact.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

When learning i fought the law clash chords, several common pitfalls can hinder progress
and affect the song’s authenticity. Awareness of these mistakes helps players develop
better technique and confidence.

Incorrect Chord Transitions

One frequent error is rushing chord changes, leading to muffled or missed notes. Practicing
slow and deliberate transitions ensures clean sound and improves muscle memory.

Inconsistent Strumming

Uneven strumming disrupts the rhythmic flow essential to the song. Maintaining steady
tempo and consistent stroke force is critical for an energetic performance.

Ignoring Dynamics

Playing all chords with the same intensity can make the rendition monotonous. Paying
attention to dynamics, such as emphasizing certain beats or chords, enriches the overall
sound and aligns with The Clash’s expressive style.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic clash chords used in 'l Fought the
Law' by The Clash?

The basic clash chords in 'l Fought the Law' typically include A, D, and E major chords,
played with a punk rock strumming style.



How do you play the chord progression for 'l Fought the
Law' on guitar?

The chord progression for 'l Fought the Law' is usually A-D - E - D, repeated throughout the
song. Strum with a steady punk rhythm to capture the original feel.

Are there any specific chord voicings or techniques to
match The Clash's sound in 'l Fought the Law'?

To match The Clash's sound, use power chords (A5, D5, E5) with palm muting and
aggressive strumming to create the punk rock vibe present in 'l Fought the Law.'

Where can | find accurate tabs or chord charts for 'l
Fought the Law' by The Clash?

Accurate tabs and chord charts for 'l Fought the Law' by The Clash can be found on
websites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and official band songbooks.

Can beginners easily learn the clash chords in 'l Fought
the Law'?

Yes, beginners can learn the clash chords in 'l Fought the Law' easily since the song mainly
uses simple major chords and power chords that are common in punk music.

What tuning is used for 'l Fought the Law' by The Clash
when playing clash chords?

The song 'l Fought the Law' by The Clash is played in standard tuning (E A D G B e), making
it accessible for most guitar players.

How do | add the punk rock energy when playing 'l
Fought the Law' clash chords?

To add punk rock energy, play the clash chords with fast, aggressive downstrokes, keep a
consistent driving rhythm, and use power chords with some palm muting for a tight, punchy
sound.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering Clash Chord Progressions: A Guitarist’s Guide

This book delves into the unique chord progressions used by The Clash, including iconic
songs like "l Fought the Law." It offers detailed chord charts, strumming patterns, and tips
for capturing the punk rock energy. Ideal for guitarists looking to replicate the raw sound of
The Clash.

2. The Punk Rock Guitar Handbook: From The Clash to Contemporary Bands



Explore the foundations of punk rock guitar playing with this comprehensive guide. It
covers essential techniques, power chords, and song breakdowns, featuring "l Fought the
Law" and other Clash classics. Readers will learn how to channel punk’s rebellious spirit
through their playing.

3. Playing The Clash: Songbook and Guitar Techniques

A detailed songbook focusing on The Clash’s most influential tracks, including "I Fought the
Law." The book includes tablature, chord diagrams, and performance tips to help guitarists
master the band’s style. It also discusses the historical context of each song.

4. Rhythm and Riff: The Clash’s Guitar Style Explained

This book breaks down the rhythmic patterns and riffs that define The Clash’s sound.
Featuring "l Fought the Law," it provides exercises to improve timing, chord transitions, and
dynamic playing. Perfect for players seeking to understand punk rhythm guitar.

5. From Punk to Power Chords: The Evolution of The Clash’s Guitar Sound

Trace the development of The Clash’s guitar techniques from early punk roots to more
complex arrangements. The book analyzes songs like "I Fought the Law" to showcase how
the band’s chord choices evolved. It includes interviews and insights from guitarists
influenced by The Clash.

6. Learn to Play Punk Guitar: The Clash and Beyond

Designed for beginners, this guide introduces basic punk guitar skills through The Clash’s
repertoire. "l Fought the Law" is used as a case study to teach chord shapes, strumming,
and song structure. The book encourages players to develop their own punk style.

7. The Clash: Guitar Tabs and Song Analysis

A collection of accurate guitar tabs for The Clash’s most popular songs, including "l Fought
the Law." Alongside the tabs, the book offers analysis of chord choices and song dynamics.
It's a valuable resource for players aiming to perform authentic covers.

8. Punk Chords and Progressions: Techniques Inspired by The Clash

This instructional book focuses on the chord progressions that shaped punk music, with
examples from The Clash’s "l Fought the Law." It teaches players how to create driving,
energetic chord sequences. Exercises help build speed and precision while maintaining
punk’s raw feel.

9. The Clash Guitar Method: From Basics to Stage Performance

A complete method book for guitarists wanting to emulate The Clash’s sound, covering
everything from basic chords to live performance tips. Featuring "I Fought the Law," it
provides practice routines and stylistic advice to develop confidence. Readers gain insight
into the band’s musical approach and stage presence.
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