
i fought the law tab
i fought the law tab is a popular keyword among musicians and guitar players seeking to learn the
iconic song "I Fought the Law." This song, originally written by Sonny Curtis of The Crickets, has been
covered by numerous artists including The Bobby Fuller Four and The Clash, making it a staple in rock
and punk music history. Understanding the i fought the law tab is essential for guitarists who want to
master the song’s distinctive riffs and chord progressions. This article provides a comprehensive
guide to the i fought the law tab, including its history, the song structure, and tips for playing it
accurately. Additionally, it covers variations of the tab used by different artists and how to adapt the
tab for different skill levels. Whether a beginner or an experienced player, this guide offers valuable
insights to help bring the song to life on guitar. Below is the table of contents outlining the main
points covered in this article.
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History and Background of "I Fought the Law"
The song "I Fought the Law" was written by Sonny Curtis of The Crickets in 1958. It gained
widespread popularity when The Bobby Fuller Four released their version in 1966, which became a
major hit. Later, punk rock band The Clash covered the song in 1979, further cementing its place in
music history. The song’s catchy melody and rebellious lyrics have made it a favorite for cover bands
and solo artists. Understanding the background of "I Fought the Law" provides context to the song’s
enduring appeal and the importance of learning the i fought the law tab correctly.

Understanding the I Fought the Law Tab
The i fought the law tab is a guitar tablature that represents the musical notation for the song "I
Fought the Law." Tabs provide a simplified visual representation of where to place fingers on the
guitar fretboard to play specific notes and chords. Learning the i fought the law tab involves
recognizing the song’s chord progressions, riffs, and strumming patterns. This enables guitarists to
play the song accurately and with the correct timing. The tab typically includes the intro riff, verse
chords, and the chorus progression, all essential to replicating the authentic sound of the track.



Basics of Guitar Tablature
Guitar tablature (tab) uses numbers and lines to indicate which fret and string to play. Each line
corresponds to a string on the guitar, and numbers show the fret position. For "I Fought the Law," the
tab outlines the main riffs and chord shapes used throughout the song. Understanding how to read
guitar tabs is crucial for beginners and intermediate players to interpret the i fought the law tab
effectively.

Key Chords in the Tab
The primary chords used in "I Fought the Law" include G, C, and D major. These chords form the
backbone of the verse and chorus. Mastering these chords within the tab context allows musicians to
maintain the song’s rhythm and energy. Additionally, the tab highlights transitions between chords,
which are important for smooth playing.

Song Structure and Key Components
The structure of "I Fought the Law" follows a classic verse-chorus format, making it accessible for
guitarists to learn and perform. The i fought the law tab breaks down these sections into manageable
parts, focusing on the distinctive riffs and chord progressions that define the song.

Intro Riff
The intro riff is one of the most recognizable parts of "I Fought the Law." The tab provides detailed
notation for this riff, which sets the tone for the rest of the song. Playing this riff cleanly and with the
right timing is essential to capturing the song’s energy.

Verse Progression
The verses primarily use a combination of G, C, and D chords played with a steady rhythm. The tab
indicates strumming patterns and chord changes that align with the vocal melody. Understanding this
progression helps guitarists accompany the singing effectively.

Chorus and Bridge
The chorus follows a similar chord pattern with slight variations to emphasize the song’s message.
The bridge section introduces a shift in dynamics, and the tab includes specific notes and chords to
reflect this change. Mastering these sections ensures a faithful rendition of the song.

Variations of the Tab by Different Artists
Over the years, various artists have interpreted "I Fought the Law" differently, leading to multiple
versions of the i fought the law tab. These variations reflect stylistic choices in tempo, rhythm, and



guitar tone.

The Bobby Fuller Four Version
The original hit version by The Bobby Fuller Four features a clean, rockabilly-influenced guitar sound.
The tab for this version emphasizes clear chord strumming and a straightforward riff, making it ideal
for beginners.

The Clash Version
The Clash’s punk rock rendition introduces faster tempos and more aggressive picking. The tab for
this version includes power chords and faster transitions, which require more advanced guitar skills.
This variation is popular among punk enthusiasts.

Other Covers and Interpretations
Many other artists have covered "I Fought the Law," each adding their unique twist. Tabs for these
versions may include altered chord voicings, additional lead lines, or different rhythmic patterns.
Exploring these variations can inspire guitarists to develop their own style when playing the song.

Techniques and Tips for Playing the Tab
Playing the i fought the law tab effectively requires attention to specific guitar techniques and
practice strategies. These techniques help replicate the song’s energy and sound accurately.

Strumming Patterns
The song typically uses a steady down-up strumming pattern that keeps the rhythm driving forward.
The tab often highlights these patterns, and practicing them slowly before increasing speed is
recommended.

Chord Transitions
Smooth chord changes between G, C, and D chords are vital. Practicing these transitions in isolation
can improve overall fluidity when playing the song. The tab assists by showing the timing of chord
changes within the song’s context.

Incorporating Riffs
The intro and interlude riffs add character to the song. Practicing these riffs separately using the tab
ensures clarity and precision. Playing along with the recording can help internalize the timing.



Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them
When learning the i fought the law tab, guitarists often encounter specific challenges that can hinder
progress. Recognizing and addressing these common mistakes leads to better performance.

Incorrect Timing: Rushing or dragging the rhythm can disrupt the song’s flow. Using a
metronome while practicing helps maintain consistent timing.

Poor Chord Changes: Hesitation between chord transitions can break the song’s momentum.
Focused drills on switching chords smoothly are beneficial.

Ignoring Dynamics: Playing all parts at the same volume can make the song sound flat.
Paying attention to softer verses and louder choruses enhances musical expression.

Neglecting Riff Accuracy: Skipping or simplifying riffs can reduce the song’s authenticity.
Practice riffs slowly and gradually increase speed for accuracy.

Additional Resources for Mastering the Song
Several resources can assist guitarists in mastering the i fought the law tab. These include
instructional videos, sheet music, and guitar forums where players share tips and variations. Utilizing
these resources complements the tab and accelerates learning.

Instructional Videos
Video tutorials provide visual guidance on finger positioning and strumming techniques, making it
easier to follow along with the tab. Watching different instructors can offer multiple perspectives on
playing the song.

Online Communities
Guitar forums and social media groups dedicated to guitar playing often feature discussions about the
i fought the law tab. Engaging with these communities can provide valuable feedback and motivation.

Practice Tools
Metronomes, backing tracks, and slow-down software tools help players practice the song at their own
pace. These tools are especially useful for perfecting timing and rhythm as indicated in the tab.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the easiest way to play the intro of 'I Fought the Law'
on guitar?
The easiest way to play the intro of 'I Fought the Law' is by using power chords, mainly A, D, and E,
following the classic rock rhythm with downstrokes.

Where can I find accurate tabs for 'I Fought the Law' by The
Clash?
Accurate tabs for 'I Fought the Law' can be found on trusted websites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr,
or official band songbooks.

What tuning is used for 'I Fought the Law' guitar tab?
'I Fought the Law' is typically played in standard tuning (E A D G B e).

Are there any variations of 'I Fought the Law' tabs for
beginners?
Yes, many beginner-friendly tabs simplify the chords and focus on basic strumming patterns, making
it easier to learn the song.

Can I use 'I Fought the Law' tabs to learn both rhythm and
lead guitar parts?
Yes, detailed tabs often include both rhythm chord progressions and lead riffs, helping players learn
the full song.

How can I practice the solo part of 'I Fought the Law'
effectively using tabs?
Practice the solo slowly with a metronome, breaking it down into small sections from the tab, and
gradually increase the speed as you become comfortable.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering "I Fought the Law" Guitar Tab: A Step-by-Step Guide
This book breaks down the iconic riff and chords of "I Fought the Law," making it accessible for
guitarists of all levels. It includes detailed tablatures, practice exercises, and tips to capture the
song's punk rock energy. Readers will also learn about the song's history and its influence on rock
music.

2. The History Behind "I Fought the Law": From The Crickets to The Clash



Explore the fascinating journey of "I Fought the Law," from its original recording by The Crickets to its
popular covers by The Bobby Fuller Four and The Clash. This book delves into the song's cultural
impact and how it became an anthem of rebellion. Richly illustrated with photos and interviews, it’s a
must-read for music enthusiasts.

3. Punk Rock Essentials: Learning "I Fought the Law" and Beyond
Designed for aspiring punk musicians, this book uses "I Fought the Law" as a gateway to mastering
punk rock guitar techniques. It covers power chords, strumming patterns, and stage presence tips.
Additionally, it offers practice routines and suggestions for building a punk rock repertoire.

4. Guitar Tabs Explained: Unlocking the Secrets of "I Fought the Law"
This instructional guide demystifies guitar tablature using "I Fought the Law" as a primary example.
Beginners will learn how to read tabs, understand rhythm notation, and interpret song structure. The
book includes exercises that build skills progressively to play the song confidently.

5. The Clash and Their Music: A Focus on "I Fought the Law"
A deep dive into The Clash's cover of "I Fought the Law," analyzing their unique style and how it
differs from previous versions. The book examines the band's role in punk history and how this song
exemplifies their rebellious spirit. Fans will appreciate insights into recording techniques and live
performances.

6. Tablature Techniques for Rock Guitarists: Featuring "I Fought the Law"
This book presents advanced tablature techniques to help guitarists enhance their playing. Using "I
Fought the Law" as a case study, it explores hammer-ons, pull-offs, slides, and palm muting. It is ideal
for players looking to add more expression and flair to their guitar work.

7. Covering Classics: How to Play and Perform "I Fought the Law"
Learn how to interpret and perform "I Fought the Law" with confidence and style. This book provides
performance tips, arrangement ideas, and ways to adapt the song for different band setups. It also
includes advice on vocal delivery and stage presence to engage audiences.

8. The Punk Rock Songbook: Iconic Tabs Including "I Fought the Law"
A compilation of essential punk rock songs, this songbook features accurate tabs for "I Fought the
Law" alongside other classics. Each song comes with background information, chord charts, and
practice tips. It’s perfect for players wanting to broaden their punk repertoire.

9. From Tab to Stage: Performing "I Fought the Law" Live
Focusing on live performance skills, this guide helps guitarists translate their tab practice of "I Fought
the Law" into energetic stage performances. Topics include timing, crowd interaction, gear setup, and
dealing with performance anxiety. The book encourages musicians to bring authenticity and passion
to every show.
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