
i have a dream speech citation

i have a dream speech citation is a crucial aspect when studying one of the most iconic
speeches in American history, delivered by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on August 28, 1963.
This speech, given during the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, encapsulates
the struggle for civil rights and equality in the United States. Proper citation of the "I
Have a Dream" speech is essential for academic research, historical analysis, and
respectful referencing in various media. This article explores the correct ways to cite the
speech, its historical context, and its enduring impact on civil rights discourse. In addition,
it covers different citation styles and practical examples for referencing the speech in
scholarly work. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how to attribute this
significant piece of rhetoric accurately and effectively. Following this introduction, the
article presents a detailed table of contents outlining the main sections covered below.
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Common Mistakes in Citing the I Have a Dream Speech

Understanding the Importance of the I Have a
Dream Speech
The "I Have a Dream" speech is widely regarded as a defining moment in the American
civil rights movement. Delivered by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at the Lincoln Memorial,
this speech eloquently expressed the aspirations for racial equality and justice.
Understanding its significance enhances the appreciation of why accurate citation is
necessary. The speech is not only a historical document but also a source of inspiration
and a symbol of peaceful protest against racial discrimination. Scholars, students, and
writers frequently reference this speech to contextualize discussions on civil rights, social
justice, and American history. Proper citation ensures respect for the original source and
maintains academic integrity.

The Speech’s Legacy in American History
The legacy of the "I Have a Dream" speech extends beyond its immediate impact in 1963.
It became a catalyst for legislative changes such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the



Voting Rights Act of 1965. The speech’s message continues to resonate in modern
movements advocating for equality and human rights. Recognizing this legacy is vital
when citing the speech, as it underscores the importance of attributing ideas and words to
their rightful originator, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Historical Context of the I Have a Dream Speech
To accurately cite the "I Have a Dream" speech, one must understand its historical
background. Delivered during the March on Washington, the speech addressed an
estimated 250,000 civil rights supporters. The event aimed to advocate for economic and
racial justice for African Americans. This context is essential for appreciating the speech’s
content and its rhetorical power. The speech was part of a larger struggle against
segregation, voter suppression, and racial violence prevalent in the United States at the
time.

The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom
The March on Washington was a pivotal moment in the civil rights movement. It brought
together diverse groups united by the demand for equality and justice. Dr. King’s speech
was the climax of the event, delivered at the Lincoln Memorial, symbolizing the ongoing
fight for the promises of freedom and democracy made by President Abraham Lincoln.
Understanding this setting helps clarify why citation should include date, location, and
occasion to provide full context.

How to Cite the I Have a Dream Speech
Citing the "I Have a Dream" speech accurately involves acknowledging the speaker, the
date of delivery, the event, and the source from which the speech text or recording is
obtained. Proper citation varies depending on whether the speech is accessed through a
book, a website, a video, or a collection of speeches. The essential elements of a citation
typically include the speaker’s name, the title of the speech, the date, and the location or
event title.

Essential Components of a Citation
When preparing an i have a dream speech citation, ensure to include the following
components:

Speaker: Martin Luther King Jr.

Title: "I Have a Dream"

Date: August 28, 1963

Event: March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom



Source: Publication or platform where the speech is accessed

Citation Styles for the I Have a Dream Speech
Different academic disciplines prefer specific citation styles, and it is important to follow
the appropriate format when referencing the "I Have a Dream" speech. The most common
citation styles include MLA, APA, and Chicago. Each style has distinct rules for formatting
speeches and oral presentations.

MLA Style
In Modern Language Association (MLA) style, citing a speech typically includes the
speaker’s name, the title of the speech in quotation marks, the event, the location, and the
date of delivery. If accessed online or in a book, additional publication information is
included.

APA Style
The American Psychological Association (APA) style requires the speaker’s name, the year
of the speech, the title in italics, and the context or source. For example, citing a speech
transcript or video recording online also includes the URL or DOI.

Chicago Style
Chicago Manual of Style offers two systems: notes and bibliography, and author-date.
Generally, it includes the speaker’s name, speech title, event, location, and date.
Footnotes or endnotes provide detailed citation information, especially for historical
speeches.

Examples of I Have a Dream Speech Citation in
Different Formats
To illustrate, here are examples of how to cite the "I Have a Dream" speech in MLA, APA,
and Chicago styles. These examples assume the speech text was accessed from an online
source or a published collection.

MLA: King, Martin Luther, Jr. "I Have a Dream." March on Washington for Jobs and
Freedom, Lincoln Memorial, Washington, D.C., 28 Aug. 1963.

APA: King, M. L., Jr. (1963, August 28). I have a dream [Speech transcript]. March
on Washington for Jobs and Freedom.



Chicago: King, Martin Luther, Jr. "I Have a Dream." Speech, March on Washington
for Jobs and Freedom, Lincoln Memorial, Washington, D.C., August 28, 1963.

Common Mistakes in Citing the I Have a Dream
Speech
When citing the "I Have a Dream" speech, several common errors can undermine the
accuracy and credibility of the reference. Avoiding these mistakes is essential for
maintaining scholarly standards.

Omitting Key Citation Details
One frequent mistake is failing to include the date or the event where the speech was
delivered. Such omissions reduce the citation’s completeness and contextual value. Always
verify that the citation contains all vital information.

Incorrect Speaker Attribution
Occasionally, citations may incorrectly attribute the speech to other figures or fail to
specify Martin Luther King Jr. as the speaker. This error compromises the authenticity of
the reference and should be carefully avoided.

Improper Formatting According to Style Guide
Another common issue is not adhering to the citation style guidelines, such as incorrect
punctuation, italics, or placement of elements. Using a style manual or citation tool can
prevent such formatting errors.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do I properly cite the 'I Have a Dream' speech in
APA format?
In APA format, cite the speech as follows: King, M. L., Jr. (1963, August 28). I have a
dream [Speech transcript]. The American Rhetoric.
https://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm

What is the correct MLA citation for Martin Luther King



Jr.'s 'I Have a Dream' speech?
In MLA format, cite the speech as: King, Martin Luther, Jr. "I Have a Dream." 28 Aug.
1963. The American Rhetoric, www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm.
Accessed [date you accessed the site].

Where can I find a reliable source to cite the 'I Have a
Dream' speech?
A reliable source to cite the speech is the official transcript available on American
Rhetoric's website (www.americanrhetoric.com) or archives from the Martin Luther King
Jr. Research and Education Institute at Stanford University.

Can I cite a video of the 'I Have a Dream' speech from
YouTube in my research?
Yes, you can cite a YouTube video of the speech, but ensure the channel is reputable. For
example, cite the video with the uploader's name, date posted, title, and URL according to
your citation style.

Why is it important to cite the 'I Have a Dream' speech
correctly in academic writing?
Proper citation gives credit to Martin Luther King Jr. as the original speaker, allows
readers to locate the original source, and helps avoid plagiarism, thereby maintaining
academic integrity.

Additional Resources
1. “I Have a Dream: Writings and Speeches That Changed the World” by Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.
This collection compiles some of Dr. King's most powerful writings and speeches,
including the iconic "I Have a Dream" speech. It provides historical context and insight
into the civil rights movement, illustrating the struggles and hopes of the era. Readers
gain a deeper understanding of King's philosophy of nonviolence and justice.

2. “Parting the Waters: America in the King Years 1954-63” by Taylor Branch
Taylor Branch offers a detailed narrative of the early years of the civil rights movement,
focusing on Martin Luther King Jr.'s leadership. The book covers events leading up to the
"I Have a Dream" speech, providing rich background on the political and social climate. It
is an essential read for those wanting to understand the significance of King's message.

3. “Bearing the Cross: Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference” by David J. Garrow
This Pulitzer Prize-winning biography explores King's role in the civil rights movement and
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. It delves into the challenges King faced
and the development of his iconic speeches, including "I Have a Dream." The book offers a



comprehensive look at King's life and his enduring impact on American society.

4. “The Autobiography of Martin Luther King, Jr.” edited by Clayborne Carson
Compiled from King's own writings and speeches, this autobiography presents a personal
view of his journey and beliefs. It includes excerpts from the "I Have a Dream" speech and
reflections on its meaning. The book allows readers to explore King's inner thoughts and
motivations behind his public messages.

5. “Why We Can't Wait” by Martin Luther King Jr.
In this seminal work, King explains the urgency of the civil rights movement and the
events leading up to the 1963 March on Washington. The book provides context for the "I
Have a Dream" speech and discusses the broader struggle for racial equality. It is both a
historical document and a call to action.

6. “March Forward: The Inspiring Story of the March on Washington” by A. J. Langguth
Langguth gives a detailed account of the 1963 March on Washington, where King
delivered his famous speech. The book covers the planning, participants, and aftermath of
the event. It highlights the significance of the "I Have a Dream" speech as a turning point
in American history.

7. “The Speech: The Story Behind Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s Dream” by Gary Younge
This book explores the creation and impact of the "I Have a Dream" speech. Gary Younge
examines the cultural and political significance of King's words and how they continue to
resonate today. It provides an accessible analysis for readers interested in the power of
rhetoric and activism.

8. “King’s Dream: The Legacy of the 'I Have a Dream' Speech” by Clayborne Carson
Carson, a leading King scholar, reflects on the enduring influence of the "I Have a Dream"
speech in contemporary society. The book traces how the speech has been cited and
invoked in various movements for justice worldwide. It is an insightful resource for
understanding the speech's lasting legacy.

9. “In the Spirit of Martin: The Living Legacy of the Civil Rights Movement” by Vincent
Harding
Vincent Harding, a close associate of King, shares personal stories and lessons from the
civil rights era. The book discusses the "I Have a Dream" speech within the broader
context of King's philosophy and activism. It inspires readers to carry forward the message
of hope and equality.
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