
i want a wife judy brady analysis
i want a wife judy brady analysis explores the seminal essay written by Judy Brady, which
highlights the societal expectations and roles imposed on wives in traditional marriage dynamics. This
article provides a comprehensive analysis of Brady’s work, examining the rhetorical strategies,
themes, and cultural implications embedded within the text. The essay is a critical commentary on
gender roles, emphasizing the imbalance and often invisible labor that wives contribute in domestic
and familial settings. Through this detailed examination, readers gain insight into feminist
perspectives during the 1970s and the ongoing relevance of Brady’s arguments. The analysis also
delves into the stylistic elements that make the essay a powerful piece of feminist literature. The
following sections will guide readers through the background, thematic content, rhetorical devices,
and the enduring significance of "I Want a Wife."

Background and Context of "I Want a Wife"

Themes and Messages in Judy Brady’s Essay

Rhetorical Strategies and Style

Impact and Legacy of "I Want a Wife"

Background and Context of "I Want a Wife"

The essay "I Want a Wife" by Judy Brady was first published in 1971, during the height of the second-
wave feminist movement in the United States. This period was marked by a push for gender equality,
challenging traditional gender norms and advocating for women’s rights in various social spheres.
Brady’s essay was published in the magazine Ms., which became an influential platform for feminist
voices. The piece reflects the frustrations of many women who faced restrictive roles within marriage
and society at large. Brady’s work was a direct response to the expected duties of wives, highlighting
the inequality and often unacknowledged labor involved in maintaining a household and supporting a
husband’s career and personal needs.

Historical and Social Setting

During the early 1970s, the feminist movement sought to dismantle patriarchal structures that
confined women to domestic roles. Women were advocating for equal employment opportunities,
reproductive rights, and social recognition beyond their roles as wives and mothers. The cultural
milieu in which "I Want a Wife" was written underscores the essay’s significance as a critique of
societal norms that dictated a wife’s responsibilities without reciprocal expectations for husbands.



Judy Brady’s Role and Influence

Judy Brady, a feminist writer and activist, used her platform to articulate the collective grievances of
women who felt burdened by traditional marital roles. Her essay became a rallying cry for many
women seeking to challenge and redefine the institution of marriage. Brady’s voice contributed to the
broader discourse on gender equality and helped shape feminist literature.

Themes and Messages in Judy Brady’s Essay

The central theme of "I Want a Wife" revolves around the unequal distribution of labor and emotional
responsibility within marriage. Brady’s essay exposes the unrealistic expectations placed on wives
and the societal acceptance of these demands. The text critiques the stereotype of the ideal wife as
one who effortlessly manages household duties, childcare, and emotional support while subordinating
her own needs and ambitions.

Gender Roles and Expectations

Brady explicitly highlights how society imposes rigid roles on women, particularly in marriage. The
essay lists the myriad tasks a wife is expected to perform, from managing the home to attending to
her husband’s needs. This enumeration illustrates the overwhelming and often invisible workload that
wives bear, emphasizing the gendered division of labor.

Marriage as a Patriarchal Institution

Through her satirical tone, Brady critiques marriage as an institution that privileges men and
perpetuates female subjugation. The essay suggests that the expectations for wives serve to maintain
male comfort and convenience at the expense of female autonomy and fulfillment. This message
aligns with feminist critiques of marriage that view it as a mechanism for sustaining patriarchal power
structures.

The Role of Satire and Irony

Brady employs satire and irony to underscore the absurdity of the expectations placed on wives. By
adopting a voice that ironically lists the duties she “wants” in a wife, Brady exposes the imbalance
and injustice in traditional marital roles. This literary approach effectively engages readers and
provokes critical reflection on accepted norms.



Rhetorical Strategies and Style

The effectiveness of "I Want a Wife" lies in its use of rhetorical techniques that enhance Brady’s
feminist argument. The essay’s structure, tone, and language work together to communicate a
powerful critique of gender inequality within marriage. By analyzing these strategies, one can better
understand how Brady’s writing resonates with readers and sustains its relevance.

Use of Repetition and Parallelism

One of the most notable rhetorical devices in the essay is Brady’s use of repetition and parallel
sentence structures. The repeated phrase “I want a wife who” creates a rhythmic and cumulative
effect that emphasizes the extensive list of expectations. This technique not only highlights the
exhaustive nature of a wife’s duties but also builds a persuasive argument through consistent
reinforcement.

Tone and Voice

The tone of the essay is deliberately ironic and sarcastic, which serves to critique rather than
celebrate the roles described. Brady’s voice is authoritative yet accessible, allowing readers to grasp
the critical subtext beneath the surface of the text. This balance of tone invites readers to question
societal norms while maintaining engagement.

Imagery and Examples

Brady uses vivid imagery and concrete examples to illustrate the demands placed on wives. These
descriptions make the abstract concepts of inequality tangible, allowing readers to visualize the
emotional and physical labor involved. The detailed portrayal of wife’s responsibilities evokes
empathy and calls attention to often overlooked contributions.

Impact and Legacy of "I Want a Wife"

"I Want a Wife" has had a lasting impact on feminist literature and discourse. Its candid and incisive
examination of marriage gender roles continues to resonate with audiences decades after its
publication. The essay has been widely anthologized and studied in academic settings, contributing to
ongoing discussions about gender, marriage, and equality.

Influence on Feminist Thought



Brady’s essay helped articulate and popularize feminist critiques of domestic labor and marital
expectations. It inspired other writers and activists to explore similar themes, broadening the feminist
movement’s scope. The essay remains a foundational text in gender studies, symbolizing the struggle
against entrenched gender roles.

Modern Relevance

Despite being written in the early 1970s, "I Want a Wife" remains relevant in contemporary
conversations about gender equality. Issues such as unpaid domestic labor, emotional labor, and
work-life balance are still prominent in societal debates. Brady’s essay continues to serve as a
reference point for analyzing the persistence of gender-based disparities in marriage and family life.

Key Contributions to Literature and Society

Exposing the invisible labor of wives within traditional marriages

Highlighting systemic gender inequality in domestic roles

Utilizing satire to challenge societal norms effectively

Advancing feminist discourse on marriage and domesticity

Influencing subsequent feminist writing and activism

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Judy Brady's essay 'I Want a Wife'?
The main theme of Judy Brady's essay 'I Want a Wife' is the exploration and critique of the traditional
gender roles and expectations placed on wives, highlighting the inequalities and double standards
women face in marriage and society.

How does Judy Brady use satire in 'I Want a Wife' to convey
her message?
Judy Brady uses satire in 'I Want a Wife' by listing the numerous and often unreasonable duties
expected of a wife, exaggerating these roles to emphasize the unfairness and absurdity of such
expectations, thereby criticizing the patriarchal norms.



Why is 'I Want a Wife' considered a feminist text?
'I Want a Wife' is considered a feminist text because it challenges the traditional roles assigned to
women, questions societal expectations, and advocates for equality and recognition of women's labor
both at home and in society.

What literary devices does Judy Brady employ in 'I Want a
Wife'?
Judy Brady employs literary devices such as satire, irony, repetition, and rhetorical questions in 'I
Want a Wife' to effectively critique gender roles and emphasize the exhaustive list of responsibilities
traditionally expected from wives.

How does 'I Want a Wife' reflect the social context of the
1970s?
'I Want a Wife' reflects the social context of the 1970s by addressing the growing feminist movement,
highlighting issues of gender inequality, and challenging the conventional expectations of women's
roles during a time of significant social change.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding "I Want a Wife": Feminist Perspectives on Judy Brady's Essay
This book offers an in-depth analysis of Judy Brady's seminal essay "I Want a Wife," exploring its
impact on feminist literature and gender studies. It contextualizes the essay within the feminist
movements of the 1970s and examines how Brady uses satire to critique societal expectations of
women. The book also discusses the essay's relevance in contemporary discussions about gender
roles.

2. Feminist Satire and Social Critique: The Legacy of Judy Brady
Focusing on the use of satire in feminist writing, this work analyzes Judy Brady's "I Want a Wife"
alongside other influential feminist texts. It highlights how satire serves as a powerful tool to expose
and challenge patriarchal norms. Readers will gain insights into the rhetoric and strategies employed
by feminist authors to advance social change.

3. Gender Roles and Domestic Labor: A Critical Examination Inspired by "I Want a Wife"
This book delves into the division of domestic labor and gender roles as depicted in Judy Brady's
essay. It discusses the historical and social contexts that have shaped expectations of wives and
women in the household. The analysis extends to contemporary issues, making connections between
Brady’s work and ongoing debates about unpaid labor and gender equality.

4. Voices of Feminism: Key Essays Including Judy Brady’s "I Want a Wife"
A comprehensive anthology of feminist writings, this collection features Judy Brady’s essay alongside
other landmark texts. Each piece is accompanied by critical commentary that situates the essay
within the broader feminist discourse. The book serves as an essential resource for students and
scholars interested in feminist literature.

5. The Power of Personal Narrative in Feminist Writing



Examining personal essays like "I Want a Wife," this book explores how individual narratives have
been used to highlight systemic gender inequalities. It discusses the effectiveness of personal
storytelling in engaging readers and fostering empathy. The analysis includes a detailed look at
Brady’s rhetorical techniques and narrative style.

6. Feminism and the Politics of Language: Analyzing Judy Brady’s Rhetoric
This text focuses on the linguistic strategies Judy Brady employs in "I Want a Wife" to challenge
traditional gender norms. It investigates how language shapes perceptions of gender and power, and
how feminist writers manipulate language to subvert dominant ideologies. The book is valuable for
those interested in feminist linguistics and rhetoric.

7. Women’s Roles in 20th Century America: Insights from "I Want a Wife"
Offering historical context, this book situates Judy Brady’s essay within the social and cultural
landscape of 20th century America. It examines the expectations placed on women, particularly
wives, during this period and how those expectations evolved. The work highlights the significance of
Brady’s essay in capturing the frustrations and demands of women at the time.

8. Critical Essays on Judy Brady and Feminist Satire
A collection of critical essays that dissect Judy Brady’s "I Want a Wife" from various academic
perspectives, including feminist theory, sociology, and literary criticism. The book provides diverse
interpretations that deepen the understanding of the essay’s themes and its enduring influence. It is
an essential text for anyone studying feminist satire.

9. Challenging Domesticity: Feminist Responses to Traditional Marital Roles
This book explores feminist critiques of traditional marital roles, using "I Want a Wife" as a
foundational text. It examines how feminist writers have questioned and redefined the institution of
marriage and domestic responsibilities. The analysis includes contemporary feminist thought and its
ongoing dialogue with texts like Brady’s essay.
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