IAN HACKING THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF WHAT

IAN HACKING THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF WHAT IS A PIVOTAL INQUIRY INTO THE PHILOSOPHICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL
EXPLORATIONS LED BY |AN HACKING, A PROMINENT FIGURE IN THE PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE AND SOCIAL THEORY. THIS ARTICLE
DELVES INTO HACKING’S INFLUENTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONISM, PARTICULARLY FOCUSING
ON THE NATURE AND IMPLICATIONS OF WHAT IS SOCIALLY CONSTRUCTED. BY EXAMINING HIS THEORIES AND CRITIQUES, WE GAIN
INSIGHT INTO HOW CATEGORIES, KNOWLEDGE, AND REALITIES ARE NOT MERELY DISCOVERED BUT ACTIVELY SHAPED THROUGH
SOCIAL PROCESSES. THE DISCUSSION INCLUDES KEY CONCEPTS SUCH AS “MAKING UP PEOPLE," THE ROLE OF SCIENTIFIC
CLASSIFICATIONS, AND THE DYNAMIC INTERACTION BETWEEN INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIAL CLASSIFICATIONS. THIS COMPREHENSIVE
OVERVIEW AIMS TO CLARIFY THE NUANCED QUESTION OF “THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF WHAT” AS FRAMED BY |AN HACKING,
EMPHASIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HIS WORK IN CONTEMPORARY DEBATES. FOLLOWING THIS INTRODUCTION, A DETAILED TABLE
OF CONTENTS OUTLINES THE MAIN SECTIONS EXPLORING HIS PHILOSOPHICAL FRAMEWORK, KEY CONCEPTS, AND CRITICAL
ANALYSES.

THE PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS OF |AN HACKING’S SociAL CONSTRUCTIONISM

Key CoNCEPTS IN HACKING’S THEORY OF SociAL CONSTRUCTION

THe SociaL CONSTRUCTION OF SCIENTIFIC CLASSIFICATIONS

“MAKING Up PEoPLE™: THE INTERACTIVE DYNAMICS OF CLASSIFICATION

o CRITIQUES AND IMPLICATIONS OF HACKING’S SociAL CONSTRUCTION THEORY

THE PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS OF |AN HACKING’S SOCIAL
CONSTRUCTIONISM

AN HACKING’S APPROACH TO SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONISM IS ROOTED IN A PHILOSOPHICAL EXAMINATION OF HOW SCIENTIFIC AND
SOCIAL REALITIES ARE FORMED. UNLIKE TRADITIONAL ESSENTIALIST VIEWS THAT CONSIDER CATEGORIES AS FIXED AND NATURAL,
HACKING EMPHASIZES THE CONTINGENT AND HISTORICAL NATURE OF CLASSIFICATIONS. HIS PHILOSOPHY DRAWS FROM THE
PRAGMATIST TRADITION AND THE SOCIOLOGY OF KNOWLEDGE, HIGHLIGHTING THE CO-PRODUCTION OF KNOWLEDGE AND SOCIAL
ORDER. CENTRAL TO HIS FOUNDATION IS THE IDEA THAT KNOWLEDGE ABOUT PEOPLE AND PHENOMENA DOES NOT MERELY REFLECT
AN OBJECTIVE REALITY BUT ACTIVELY SHAPES IT THROUGH SOCIAL PRACTICES.

HisToricAL CONTEXT AND INFLUENCES

HACKING’S WORK BUILDS ON AND CRITIQUES EARLIER SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONIST THEORIES, INCLUDING THOSE FROM BERGER AND
LUCKMANN, AND THE BROADER CONSTRUCTIVIST MOVEMENT IN EPISTEMOLOGY. HE INTRODUCES A NUANCED PERSPECTIVE THAT
TRANSCENDS A PURELY RELATIVIST STANCE BY FOCUSING ON THE INTERACTION BETWEEN CLASSIFICATION AND HUMAN
BEHAVIOR. HIS HISTORICAL CONTEXTUALIZATION OF CATEGORIES DEMONSTRATES HOW SCIENTIFIC INSIGHTS EVOLVE ALONGSIDE
SOCIAL CHANGES, REINFORCING THE IDEA THAT WHAT IS SOCIALLY CONSTRUCTED IS DEEPLY EMBEDDED IN TEMPORAL AND
CULTURAL FRAMEW ORKS.

PHILOSOPHY OF ScCIENCE AND SociAL CONSTRUCTION

IN THE PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE, HACKING CHALLENGES THE IDEA THAT SCIENTIFIC CATEGORIES ARE MERE REFLECTIONS OF
NATURE. |NSTEAD/ HE PROPOSES THAT SCIENTIFIC CLASSIFICATIONS ARE INSTRUMENTS THAT INFLUENCE THE SUBJECTS THEY
CATEGORIZE. THIS INSTRUMENTALIST VIEW SUPPORTS A MORE DYNAMIC UNDERSTANDING OF SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION, WHERE
SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE IS NOT ONLY DESCRIPTIVE BUT PERFORMATIVE. THUS, THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF WHAT INCLUDES
THE VERY CLASSIFICATIONS THAT SCIENCE PRODUCES AND LEGITIMIZES.



Key CoNcCePTS IN HACKING’s THEORY OF SociAL CONSTRUCTION

AN HACKING INTRODUCES SEVERAL KEY CONCEPTS THAT CLARIFY THE QUESTION OF THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF WHAT.
THESE IDEAS FORM THE BACKBONE OF HIS ANALYSIS AND PROVIDE A FRAMEWORK FOR EVALUATING THE NATURE OF SOCIAL
CATEGORIES AND THEIR EFFECTS ON INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES.

DynAMIC NOMINALISM

DYNAMIC NOMINALISM IS A CONCEPT COINED BY HACKING TO DESCRIBE HOW CLASSIFICATIONS AND CATEGORIES EVOLVE IN
RESPONSE TO SOCIAL AND SCIENTIFIC PRACTICES. |T CAPTURES THE FEEDBACK LOOP BETWEEN HOW PEOPLE ARE CLASSIFIED AND
HOW THEY COME TO UNDERSTAND AND BEHAVE ACCORDING TO THOSE CLASSIFICATIONS. THIS CONCEPT HIGHLIGHTS THE
CHANGING NATURE OF SOCIAL KINDS, EMPHASIZING THEIR DEPENDENCE ON HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL CONTEXTS.

KiNnos AND CLASSIFICATION

HACKING DISTINGUISHES BETWEEN NATURAL KINDS AND SOCIAL KINDS, ARGUING THAT SOCIAL KINDS ARE NOT MERELY PASSIVE
LABELS BUT ACTIVE FORCES THAT INFLUENCE THE BEHAVIOR OF CLASSIFIED INDIVIDUALS. HE FOCUSES ON HOW
CLASSIFICATIONS SUCH AS MENTAL ILLNESS, CRIMINALITY, OR SEXUALITY ARE CONSTRUCTED THROUGH DISCOURSE,
INSTITUTIONS, AND SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY. THESE CLASSIFICATIONS HAVE REAL-WORLD CONSEQUENCES, AFFECTING IDENTITY,
SOCIAL POLICY, AND PERSONAL EXPERIENCES.

INTERACTIVE KINDS

ONE OF HACKING’S MOST INFLUENTIAL CONTRIBUTIONS IS THE NOTION OF “INTERACTIVE KINDS/” WHERE THE CLASSIFICATION
INTERACTS WITH THOSE CLASSIFIED, RESULTING IN CHANGES IN BEHAVIOR OR SELF-PERCEPTION. THIS INTERACTION EXEMPLIFIES
THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF WHAT BY SHOWING THAT CLASSIFICATIONS ARE NOT STATIC BUT EVOLVE AS PEOPLE RESPOND
TO THEM, THEREBY SHAPING SOCIAL REALITIES.

THe SociAL CoONSTRUCTION OF ScCIENTIFIC CLASSIFICATIONS

SCIENTIFIC CLASSIFICATIONS ARE A PRIMARY FOCUS IN |AN HACKING’S INVESTIGATION OF SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION. HE EXPLORES
HOW CATEGORIES USED IN SCIENCE, ESPECIALLY IN THE HUMAN SCIENCES, ARE CONSTRUCTED AND HOW THEY INFLUENCE BOTH
KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTION AND SOCIAL LIFE.

CONSTRUCTING ScCIENTIFIC CATEGORIES

HACKING ARGUES THAT SCIENTIFIC CATEGORIES ARE CREATED THROUGH COMPLEX SOCIAL PROCESSES INVOLVING SCIENTIFIC
COMMUNITIES, SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS, AND CULTURAL NORMS. THESE CATEGORIES ARE NOT SIMPLY DISCOVERED BUT ARE
FASHIONED THROUGH NEGOTIATION, EXPERIMENTATION, AND CONSENSUS. EXAMPLES INCLUDE CLASSIFICATIONS OF MENTAL
DISORDERS, DISEASES, AND SOCIAL GROUPS, WHICH VARY ACROSS TIME AND PLACE.

IMPACT ON INDIVIDUALS AND SociAL GRouPS

SCIENTIFIC CLASSIFICATIONS HAVE PROFOUND EFFECTS ON INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS, INFLUENCING IDENTITY FORMATION, SOCIAL
INCLUSION OR EXCLUSION, AND ACCESS TO RESOURCES. HACKING’S ANALYSIS REVEALS HOW THESE CATEGORIES CAN BOTH
EMPOWER AND CONSTRAIN INDIVIDUALS, SHAPING THEIR LIFE TRAJECTORIES AND SOCIAL ROLES. THIS UNDERSCORES THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF WHAT IN THE CONTEXT OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE.



ExAMPLES OF SoclALLY CONSTRUCTED SCIENTIFIC CLASSIFICATIONS

® MENTAL HEALTH DIAGNOSES (E.G., MULTIPLE PERSONALITY DISORDER)
® SEXUAL ORIENTATION CATEGORIES

® RACE AND ETHNICITY CLASSIFICATIONS

e DISABILITY AND ABILITY CATEGORIZATIONS

e CRIMINAL TYPOLOGIES

“MAkING Up PeoPLE™: THE INTERACTIVE DYNAMICS OF CLASSIFICATION

|AN HACKING’S PHRASE “MAKING UP PEOPLE” CAPTURES THE ESSENCE OF HOW CLASSIFICATIONS ACTIVELY CREATE THE KINDS OF
PEOPLE THEY DESCRIBE. THIS CONCEPT IS CENTRAL TO UNDERSTANDING THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF WHAT, EMPHASIZING THE
PERFORMATIVE ROLE OF CLASSIFICATION IN SHAPING HUMAN IDENTITY AND BEHAVIOR.

THe Process ofF “MAkING Up PeoPLE”

“MAKING UP PEOPLE” REFERS TO THE HISTORICAL AND SOCIAL PROCESSES BY WHICH NEW CATEGORIES OF PEOPLE EMERGE
THROUGH CLASSIFICATION. THIS INVOLVES THE IDENTIFICATION, NAMING, AND INSTITUTIONALIZATION OF CATEGORIES THAT
INDIVIDUALS THEN COME TO EMBODY. THE PROCESS IS ITERATIVE, WITH CLASSIFICATIONS INFLUENCING HOW PEOPLE SEE
THEMSELVES AND HOW SOCIETY TREATS THEM.

ExAMPLES oF “MAkING UpP PEoOPLE™ IN PRACTICE

EXAMPLES ABOUND IN AREAS SUCH AS PSYCHIATRY, WHERE NEW DIAGNOSES CREATE GROUPS OF PATIENTS WITH SPECIFIC
IDENTITIES, OR IN SEXUALITY STUDIES, WHERE THE INVENTION OF CATEGORIES LIKE “HOMOSEXUAL” TRANSFORMED SOCIAL
ATTITUDES AND PERSONAL IDENTITIES. THESE CASES ILLUSTRATE HOW THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF WHAT IS NOT ONLY
THEORETICAL BUT HAS TANGIBLE SOCIAL EFFECTS.

CONSEQUENCES OF INTERACTIVE KINDS
THE INTERACTIVE NATURE OF CLASSIFICATIONS LEADS TO SEVERAL CONSEQUENCES:
® [NDIVIDUALS MAY ALTER THEIR BEHAVIOR TO FIT OR RESIST CLASSIFICATIONS.
® SOCIAL POLICIES MAY BE SHAPED AROUND NEWLY CONSTRUCTED CATEGORIES.
e ETHICAL AND POLITICAL DEBATES ARISE REGARDING THE LEGITIMACY AND IMPACT OF CLASSIFICATIONS.

o CLASSIFICATIONS CAN BECOME SELF-FULFILLING PROPHECIES.



CRITIQUES AND IMPLICATIONS OF HACKING’S SociAL CONSTRUCTION
THEORY

W/HILE |AN HACKING’S WORK ON SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION HAS BEEN WIDELY INFLUENTIAL, IT ALSO INVITES CRITICAL EVALUATION
AND RAISES IMPORTANT IMPLICATIONS FOR PHILOSOPHY, SOCIOLOGY, AND SCIENCE.

PHILosopPHICAL CRITIQUES

SOME CRITICS ARGUE THAT HACKING’S EMPHASIS ON SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION RISKS UNDERMINING OBJECTIVE KNOWLEDGE OR
SCIENTIFIC REALISM. OTHERS QUESTION WHETHER ALL SOCIAL KINDS ARE EQUALLY CONSTRUCTED OR IF SOME HAVE MORE FIXED
BASES. HACKING’S NUANCED POSITION ATTEMPTS TO BALANCE THESE CONCERNS BY ACKNOWLEDGING BOTH THE CONTINGENCY
AND THE REAL EFFECTS OF CLASSIFICATIONS.

IMPLICATIONS FOR SoclAL PoLicy AND ETHICS

THE RECOGNITION THAT CATEGORIES ARE SOCIALLY CONSTRUCTED HAS PROFOUND IMPLICATIONS FOR POLICY AND ETHICS. IT
CHALLENGES FIXED ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT IDENTITY AND RESPONSIBILITY, URGING FLEXIBILITY AND REFLEXIVITY IN SOCIAL
GOVERNANCE. UNDERSTANDING THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF WHAT CAN LEAD TO MORE INCLUSIVE AND RESPONSIVE POLICIES
THAT ACCOUNT FOR THE HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL VARIABILITY OF HUMAN CATEGORIES.

ONGOING DeBATES AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

HACKING’S WORK CONTINUES TO INSPIRE DEBATE ON THE BOUNDARIES BETWEEN NATURE AND CULTURE, SCIENCE AND SOCIETY.
FUTURE RESEARCH EXPLORES HOW EMERGING SCIENTIFIC FIELDS AND TECHNOLOGIES FURTHER COMPLICATE THE SOCIAL
CONSTRUCTION OF CATEGORIES, EMPHASIZING THE DYNAMIC AND EVOLVING NATURE OF WHAT IT MEANS TO BE HUMAN.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHo IS |AN HACKING AND WHAT IS HIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE CONCEPT OF SOCIAL
CONSTRUCTION?

IAN HACKING 1S A CANADIAN PHILOSOPHER OF SCIENCE KNOWN FOR HIS WORK ON THE PHILOSOPHY OF SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION,
PARTICULARLY HOW SCIENTIFIC CLASSIFICATIONS CAN SHAPE AND INFLUENCE SOCIAL REALITIES.

\WHAT DOES |AN HACKING MEAN BY 'THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF WHAT'?P

AN HACKING EXPLORES HOW VARIOUS CATEGORIES AND CONCEPTS, SUCH AS MENTAL ILLNESS OR GENDER, ARE NOT JUST
DISCOVERED BUT ACTIVELY CONSTRUCTED THROUGH SOCIAL PROCESSES, AFFECTING HOW PEOPLE UNDERSTAND AND EXPERIENCE
THEM.

How DoEs |AN HACKING DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN NATURAL KINDS AND SOCIAL
CONSTRUCTIONS?

HACKING DIFFERENTIATES NATURAL KINDS AS CATEGORIES THAT EXIST INDEPENDENTLY OF HUMAN CLASSIFICATION, WHEREAS
SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONS ARE CATEGORIES CREATED AND MAINTAINED THROUGH SOCIAL PRACTICES AND INTERACTIONS.



\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF |AN HACKING’S CONCEPT OF ‘INTERACTIVE KINDS'?

INTERACTIVE KINDS ARE CATEGORIES WHERE THE CLASSIFICATION AFFECTS THE BEHAVIOR OF THE PEOPLE CLASSIFIED, CREATING
A FEEDBACK LOOP, THIS CONCEPT HIGHLIGHTS THE DYNAMIC NATURE OF SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONS.

How DoEs |IAN HACKING’S WORK IMPACT THE UNDERSTANDING OF SCIENTIFIC
CLASSIFICATIONS?

HACKING’S WORK SHOWS THAT SCIENTIFIC CLASSIFICATIONS ARE NOT MERELY OBJECTIVE DESCRIPTIONS BUT CAN SHAPE THE
IDENTITIES AND BEHAVIORS OF PEOPLE, THUS HAVING REAL SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES.

\WHAT ROLE DOES LANGUAGE PLAY IN |AN HACKING’S THEORY OF SOCIAL
CONSTRUCTION?

L ANGUAGE IS CRUCIAL IN HACKING’S THEORY AS IT IS THROUGH LINGUISTIC CATEGORIES AND CLASSIFICATIONS THAT SOCIAL
REALITIES ARE CONSTRUCTED AND MAINTAINED.

CAN YOU GIVE AN EXAMPLE OF A SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION DISCUSSED BY |AN HACKING?

ONE EXAMPLE IS THE CLASSIFICATION OF MENTAL ILLNESSES, WHERE HACKING DISCUSSES HOW NEW CATEGORIES CAN EMERGE
AND INFLUENCE HOW INDIVIDUALS ARE DIAGNOSED AND TREATED.

\WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POWER AND SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION IN |AN
HACKING’S ANALYSIS?

HACKING ACKNOWLEDGES THAT SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONS OFTEN INVOLVE POWER DYNAMICS, WHERE CERTAIN GROUPS HAVE THE
AUTHORITY TO DEFINE CATEGORIES THAT AFFECT OTHERS.

How poEes |AN HACKING’S PERSPECTIVE CHALLENGE TRADITIONAL VIEWS OF
OBJECTIVITY IN SCIENCE?

HACKING CHALLENGES THE IDEA THAT SCIENCE IS COMPLETELY OBJECTIVE BY SHOWING HOW SOCIAL FACTORS AND
CLASSIFICATIONS INFLUENCE SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE AND ITS APPLICATION.

\W/HAT IS THE PRACTICAL IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION
ACCORDING TO |AN HACKING?

UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION HELPS IN RECOGNIZING HOW CATEGORIES SHAPE EXPERIENCES AND POLICIES, ALLOWING
FOR MORE CRITICAL AND ETHICAL APPROACHES TO SOCIAL ISSUES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THe SociaL ConsTRUCTION oF WHATP BY |AN HACKING

THIS SEMINAL WORK BY |AN HACKING EXPLORES THE CONCEPT OF SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION IN PHILOSOPHY AND SOCIAL SCIENCES.
HACKING CRITICALLY EXAMINES WHAT IT MEANS TO CALL SOMETHING SOCIALLY CONSTRUCTED AND DISTINGUISHES BETWEEN
DIFFERENT KINDS OF SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONS. THE BOOK CHALLENGES SIMPLISTIC INTERPRETATIONS AND ENCOURAGES READERS
TO THINK DEEPLY ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SOCIAL REALITIES AND SCIENTIFIC TRUTHS.

2. RECONSTRUCTING INDIVIDUALISM: A PRAGMATIC TRADITION FROM EMERSON TO ELLISON BY ROBERT B. TALISSE AND SCOTT
F. AlkiN

THIS BOOK DISCUSSES THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF INDIVIDUAL IDENTITY AND AGENCY, DRAWING FROM AMERICAN PRAGMATIC
PHILOSOPHY. |T EXAMINES HOW SOCIAL CONTEXTS SHAPE PERSONAL IDENTITIES AND THE IMPLICATIONS FOR DEMOCRACY AND



ETHICS. THE AUTHORS PROVIDE A NUANCED PERSPECTIVE ON INDIVIDUALISM THAT COMPLEMENTS HACKING’S EXPLORATION OF
SOCIAL CONSTRUCTS.

3. SociaL CONSTRUCTIONISM BY VIVIEN BURR

BURR PROVIDES AN ACCESSIBLE INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONISM, EXPLAINING ITS ORIGINS, KEY IDEAS, AND
APPLICATIONS. THE BOOK EXPLORES HOW KNOWLEDGE AND REALITY ARE CONSTRUCTED THROUGH SOCIAL PROCESSES AND
INTERACTIONS. IT IS A USEFUL COMPANION TO HACKING’S WORK FOR THOSE SEEKING TO UNDERSTAND THE BROADER
THEORETICAL FRAMEW ORK.

4. THe CONSTRUCTION OF SOCIAL REALITY BY JOHN R. SEARLE

SEARLE’S INFLUENTIAL BOOK DELVES INTO HOW SOCIAL FACTS AND INSTITUTIONS ARE CREATED THROUGH COLLECTIVE
INTENTIONALITY AND LANGUAGE. |T OFFERS A PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATION FOR UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION,
EMPHASIZING THE ROLE OF SPEECH ACTS AND SOCIAL CONVENTIONS. THIS WORK PROVIDES A COMPLEMENTARY PERSPECTIVE TO
HACKING’S ANALYSIS OF SOCIAL CONSTRUCTS.

5. MakinG Up PeorLE BY |AN HACKING

IN THIS COLLECTION OF ESSAYS, HACKING EXPLORES HOW CLASSIFICATIONS OF PEOPLE (SUCH AS MENTAL HEALTH DIAGNOSES)
COME INTO BEING AND AFFECT THOSE CLASSIFIED. THE BOOK INVESTIGATES THE DYNAMIC RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SOCIAL
CATEGORIES AND INDIVIDUAL IDENTITIES. [T IS A KEY TEXT FOR UNDERSTANDING THE PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS OF SOCIAL
CONSTRUCTION THEORY.

6. GENDER TROUBLE: FEMINISM AND THE SUBVERSION OF IDENTITY BY JUDITH BUTLER

BUTLER’S GROUNDBREAKING WORK CHALLENGES TRADITIONAL NOTIONS OF GENDER AS BIOLOGICALLY DETERMINED, ARGUING THAT
GENDER IS PERFORMATIVELY CONSTRUCTED THROUGH SOCIAL PRACTICES. THE BOOK HAS BEEN INFLUENTIAL IN GENDER STUDIES
AND SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONISM. |T PROVIDES AN IMPORTANT CASE STUDY OF HOW SOCIAL CONSTRUCTS SHAPE IDENTITY AND
POWER RELATIONS.

7. CONSTRUCTING SOCIAL THEORIES BY ARTHUR L. STINCHCOMBE

THIS BOOK OFFERS A METHODOLOGICAL APPROACH TO BUILDING SOCIAL THEORIES THAT ACCOUNT FOR SOCIAL
CONSTRUCTIONS. STINCHCOMBE EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING THE SOCIAL PROCESSES THAT GENERATE AND
SUSTAIN SOCIAL PHENOMENA. |T IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN THE THEORETICAL AND EMPIRICAL STUDY
OF SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION.

8. EPISTEMOLOGY AND THE SOCIAL BY ALVIN |. GOLDMAN AND DEnniS \WHITCoMB

THIS EDITED VOLUME EXAMINES THE SOCIAL DIMENSIONS OF KNOWLEDGE AND EPISTEMOLOGY, ADDRESSING HOW SOCIAL
FACTORS INFLUENCE WHAT WE KNOW AND BELIEVE. THE CONTRIBUTIONS EXPLORE TOPICS RELATED TO SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION,
CONSENSUS, AND DISAGREEMENT. |T PROVIDES A PHILOSOPHICAL CONTEXT FOR HACKING’S CONCERNS ABOUT KNOWLEDGE AND
SOCIAL REALITY.

Q. THE SocioLoGY OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE: THEORETICAL AND EMPIRICAL INVESTIGATIONS EDITED BY K. D. KNORR-CETINA
AND M._J. MuLkAY

THIS COLLECTION INVESTIGATES HOW SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE IS SOCIALLY CONSTRUCTED THROUGH INTERACTIONS AMONG
SCIENTISTS AND WITHIN SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITIES. |T OFFERS EMPIRICAL STUDIES AND THEORETICAL INSIGHTS INTO THE SOCIAL
PROCESSES UNDERLYING SCIENTIFIC FACTS. THE BOOK COMPLEMENTS HACKING’S INTEREST IN THE SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF
SCIENTIFIC CONCEPTS.
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