
ib extended essay questions
ib extended essay questions represent a crucial element in the International
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme, serving as the foundation for the extended essay
(EE). Crafting effective and focused ib extended essay questions is essential for producing
a high-quality research paper that demonstrates critical thinking, analytical skills, and
subject knowledge. This article delves into the significance of selecting the right
questions, explores strategies for formulating them, and offers examples across various
subjects. Additionally, it covers common pitfalls to avoid and tips for refining research
questions to meet IB criteria. Understanding how to approach ib extended essay questions
allows students to maximize their potential and achieve academic excellence in the IB EE
process.
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Understanding IB Extended Essay Questions
IB extended essay questions are the specific research inquiries that guide the
investigation and writing of the extended essay, a mandatory component of the IB Diploma
Programme. These questions serve as the foundation for a systematic exploration of a
topic within a chosen subject area. The essay question must be clear, focused, and feasible
within the 4,000-word limit, allowing students to demonstrate in-depth knowledge and
critical analysis. The IB extended essay is assessed based on criteria including
engagement, research, and argument development, all of which are influenced by the
quality of the research question.

The Role of the Research Question
The research question defines the scope and direction of the extended essay. It frames the
investigation by pinpointing a specific issue, problem, or topic to be analyzed. An effective
ib extended essay question is open-ended, allowing for analysis and evaluation rather than
simple description. It should encourage inquiry, critical thinking, and synthesis of
information from various sources. The clarity and focus of the question directly impact the
coherence and depth of the essay.



Criteria for a Good IB Extended Essay Question
To ensure the research question meets IB standards, it should adhere to several criteria:

Clarity: The question must be precisely worded and unambiguous.

Focus: It should be narrow enough to be thoroughly addressed within the word limit.

Researchable: The question must allow for data collection and evidence-based
analysis.

Relevance: It should align with the subject’s syllabus and content.

Analytical Depth: The question should promote critical evaluation rather than mere
description.

Strategies for Crafting Effective IB Extended
Essay Questions
Developing strong ib extended essay questions requires strategic planning and a thorough
understanding of the subject area. Employing specific techniques can help students
formulate questions that meet IB expectations and facilitate insightful research.

Start with a Broad Topic
Beginning with a general area of interest allows students to explore various aspects before
narrowing down. For example, in history, a broad topic might be "The Cold War," which
can later be refined into a more focused question.

Narrow Down the Scope
After selecting a broad topic, students should narrow it to a specific aspect, time period,
or geographical location. This focus ensures depth over breadth and makes the research
manageable.

Use Open-Ended Question Formats
Formulating questions that begin with "To what extent," "How," or "Why" encourages
analytical responses rather than simple yes/no or factual answers. For instance, "To what
extent did economic factors influence the outcome of the Cold War?" invites evaluation
and discussion.



Consider Available Resources
Effective ib extended essay questions account for the accessibility of primary and
secondary sources. Students should verify that sufficient evidence exists to support
investigation and argumentation.

Consult Subject Guides and Supervisors
IB subject guides provide valuable insight into acceptable question types and scope.
Additionally, discussing potential questions with supervisors can help refine and align the
question with IB requirements.

Examples of IB Extended Essay Questions by
Subject
Examining examples of well-formulated ib extended essay questions across different
subjects can provide clarity and inspiration. These examples illustrate how to balance
specificity, analytical depth, and relevance.

History

To what extent did the Treaty of Versailles contribute to the outbreak of World War
II?

How did propaganda influence public opinion during the Cuban Missile Crisis?

Biology

How does varying light intensity affect the rate of photosynthesis in aquatic plants?

To what extent does diet impact the gut microbiome diversity in adults?

Literature

How does Shakespeare portray the theme of ambition in Macbeth?

In what ways does Toni Morrison explore identity in Beloved?



Economics

To what extent has the introduction of microfinance improved economic conditions in
rural India?

How do changes in interest rates affect consumer spending in the United States?

Physics

How does the angle of incidence affect the efficiency of solar panels?

To what extent does air resistance influence the terminal velocity of a falling object?

Common Mistakes in Formulating Extended Essay
Questions
Many students encounter challenges when creating ib extended essay questions, which
can hinder their research and writing process. Recognizing typical errors helps avoid
pitfalls and ensures the question meets IB standards.

Being Too Broad or Vague
Questions that cover large topics without focus make it difficult to conduct thorough
research or develop a cohesive argument. For example, "Discuss World War II" is too
broad and lacks direction.

Questions That Are Too Narrow
Conversely, overly specific questions may lack sufficient material for research. A question
such as "What color socks did soldiers wear in 1943?" is too narrow and trivial.

Yes/No or Descriptive Questions
Questions that can be answered with a simple yes or no, or that only require description,
do not fulfill IB criteria for critical analysis. For instance, "Did the Renaissance occur in
Italy?" is not suitable.



Lack of Alignment with Subject Criteria
Choosing questions outside the scope of the IB subject guide or syllabus can lead to
disqualification or lower scores. The research question must be relevant to the chosen
subject area.

Ignoring Resource Availability
Failing to consider the availability of sources can result in inadequate evidence and weak
arguments. Students must ensure access to sufficient primary and secondary resources.

Refining and Narrowing Down IB Extended Essay
Questions
Refinement is a critical step in developing a strong ib extended essay question. It involves
adjusting the question to ensure it is clear, focused, and researchable within the EE
constraints.

Techniques for Refinement

Break Down Broad Questions: Divide a large topic into smaller components to1.
identify a more focused aspect.

Incorporate Specific Variables: Include particular factors such as time, location,2.
or population to narrow the scope.

Use Analytical Language: Frame the question to require evaluation, comparison,3.
or explanation.

Seek Feedback: Present the question to supervisors or peers for critique and4.
suggestions.

Test Research Feasibility: Conduct preliminary research to confirm that sources5.
are available and adequate.

Examples of Question Refinement
Original Question: "What was the impact of the Industrial Revolution?"

Refined Question: "To what extent did the Industrial Revolution affect urban living
conditions in Manchester between 1800 and 1850?"

This refinement adds specificity in terms of location, time frame, and focus, making the
question manageable and researchable.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some good IB Extended Essay questions for
English literature?
Good IB Extended Essay questions for English literature are open-ended and focused, such
as 'How does Shakespeare explore the theme of ambition in Macbeth?' or 'In what ways
does Jane Austen use irony to critique social class in Pride and Prejudice?'

How do I choose a research question for my IB Extended
Essay?
To choose a research question for your IB Extended Essay, pick a topic you are passionate
about, ensure it is specific and focused, and that it allows for analysis and evaluation
rather than just description. It should also be feasible to research within the word limit.

Can IB Extended Essay questions be interdisciplinary?
Yes, IB Extended Essay questions can be interdisciplinary, especially if you choose the
'World Studies' category. These questions combine perspectives from two different IB
subjects and explore global issues.

What makes a good IB Extended Essay question in
History?
A good IB Extended Essay question in History should be precise, focused on a specific
event, period, or theme, and allow for critical analysis. For example, 'To what extent did
the Treaty of Versailles contribute to the outbreak of World War II?'

Are there restrictions on the types of questions for IB
Extended Essays?
Yes, IB Extended Essay questions must be open-ended, researchable, and focused on
analysis rather than personal opinions or purely descriptive answers. They should also
align with the subject guidelines provided by the IB.

How specific should my IB Extended Essay question be?
Your IB Extended Essay question should be specific enough to allow in-depth research and
analysis within the 4,000-word limit. Avoid overly broad questions that are difficult to
cover thoroughly.

Where can I find examples of IB Extended Essay
questions?
Examples of IB Extended Essay questions can be found in the IB Extended Essay Guide,



subject-specific resources on the IB website, and from past students' essays available
through school libraries or online forums.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering the IB Extended Essay: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers a step-by-step approach to crafting a successful IB Extended Essay. It
covers everything from choosing a research question to structuring the essay and citing
sources properly. Ideal for both students and supervisors, it includes sample questions and
exemplar essays to illustrate best practices.

2. Extended Essay Research Questions: Strategies and Examples
Focused on developing strong and focused research questions, this book helps students
refine their topics for the IB Extended Essay. It includes strategies for narrowing broad
ideas and provides examples across various subjects. The book also discusses common
pitfalls and how to avoid vague or overly complex questions.

3. The IB Extended Essay: Topics, Tips, and Techniques
A practical guide that explores how to select engaging and manageable topics for the
Extended Essay. It offers advice on brainstorming, formulating questions, and aligning
them with the IB criteria. The book also presents sample questions and discusses how to
approach different subject areas.

4. Writing the IB Extended Essay: From Question to Conclusion
This book guides students through the entire writing process of the Extended Essay,
emphasizing the importance of a clear research question. It outlines how to develop
arguments, analyze evidence, and maintain coherence throughout the essay. Useful for
students looking to improve their academic writing skills in the IB context.

5. IB Extended Essay Questions in Science: Examples and Approaches
Specifically tailored for science students, this book presents a wide range of research
questions suitable for Biology, Chemistry, and Physics Extended Essays. It explains how to
formulate testable hypotheses and design experiments or investigations. The book also
addresses ethical considerations and proper data analysis techniques.

6. Humanities Extended Essay Questions: Crafting Critical Inquiries
This book focuses on the development of critical and analytical research questions within
the humanities subjects such as History, Literature, and Philosophy. It encourages
students to explore different perspectives and contextualize their inquiries. Examples
included demonstrate how to balance breadth and depth in question formulation.

7. Global Perspectives and IB Extended Essay Questions
Ideal for students interested in interdisciplinary topics, this book explores how to
integrate global and cultural perspectives into Extended Essay questions. It provides
frameworks for developing questions that address complex global issues. The book also
highlights the importance of ethical research and cultural sensitivity.

8. Language A Extended Essay Questions: Exploring Literature and Language
This resource is designed for Language A students focusing on literature and language
analysis. It offers guidance on creating nuanced research questions that investigate



themes, stylistic devices, and cultural contexts. The book includes examples of successful
questions and tips on literary criticism methods.

9. Mathematics Extended Essay Questions: Developing Logical Investigations
This book assists Mathematics students in formulating precise and innovative research
questions for their Extended Essays. It discusses various mathematical topics suitable for
exploration and how to approach problem-solving within the essay. The book also
emphasizes clarity, rigor, and the importance of proof or validation.
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