
ib history ia criteria
ib history ia criteria are essential guidelines that dictate the structure, content, and assessment of
the Internal Assessment (IA) component in the International Baccalaureate (IB) History course.
Understanding these criteria is crucial for students aiming to achieve high marks, as the IA is a
significant part of the overall IB History grade. This article provides a comprehensive overview of
the ib history ia criteria, explaining each criterion in detail and offering insights into how students
can effectively meet these requirements. The IA demands analytical skills, historical investigation,
and coherent presentation, all of which are evaluated against specific standards. Additionally, this
guide touches on common pitfalls and best practices to help students maximize their IA scores. By
the end, readers will have a clear understanding of what the IB expects from a History IA and how to
excel within these parameters.
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Overview of IB History IA Criteria
The ib history ia criteria are divided into four main sections, each focusing on a different aspect of
the internal assessment. These sections are Criterion A (Identification and Evaluation of Sources),
Criterion B (Investigation), Criterion C (Reflection), and Criterion D (Presentation). Each criterion is
weighted to assess specific skills such as source analysis, argument development, critical thinking,
and clear communication. The IA is usually a 2,200-word research project based on a question of
historical significance, demanding rigorous investigation and analytical depth. Understanding each
criterion helps students focus their efforts on meeting IB expectations and achieving a well-rounded
and high-quality investigation.

Criterion A: Identification and Evaluation of Sources

Understanding Criterion A
Criterion A assesses the student's ability to identify two appropriate and distinct sources relevant to
the research question and to evaluate their origin, purpose, value, and limitations. This section is
fundamental to the ib history ia criteria because the quality and relevance of sources directly impact



the quality of the investigation. Students must demonstrate an understanding of how each source
contributes to answering the research question and acknowledge potential biases or weaknesses.

Key Elements of Source Evaluation
Effective source evaluation includes considering the following:

Origin: Who created the source and when?

Purpose: Why was the source created?

Value: What useful information does the source provide?

Limitations: What are the weaknesses or biases?

Meeting Criterion A with excellence involves detailed and insightful evaluation that demonstrates
critical engagement with the sources rather than mere description.

Criterion B: Investigation

Defining the Investigation
Criterion B is the core of the ib history ia criteria, focusing on the actual investigation into the
research question. This section requires a clear and focused research question, well-organized
evidence, and a coherent argument supported by historical analysis. The investigation must reflect
depth of understanding and critical thinking, connecting the sources to the question effectively.

Elements of a Strong Investigation
Key aspects include:

Focused Research Question: A precise and manageable question relevant to the IB History
syllabus.

Use of Evidence: Integration of relevant and diverse evidence from primary and secondary
sources.

Analysis: Explanation of how evidence supports the argument, showing comprehension of
historical context and concepts.

Argument Development: Logical progression of ideas leading to a substantiated conclusion.

Students should avoid narrative summaries and instead emphasize analytical depth to meet
Criterion B effectively.



Criterion C: Reflection

Purpose of Reflection in the IA
Criterion C is unique to the ib history ia criteria because it requires students to reflect on the
process and challenges of the investigation. Reflection demonstrates meta-cognitive awareness and
critical self-evaluation regarding research methods, source selection, and the formulation of the
research question. This criterion is assessed through a short reflective statement or commentary
that accompanies the IA.

What to Include in the Reflection
Effective reflections typically address:

Challenges encountered during research, such as source availability or bias.

Decisions made in refining the research question or methodology.

Insights gained about the historical topic or investigative process.

Reflection should be concise yet insightful, showing thoughtful consideration of the learning
experience involved in the IA.

Criterion D: Presentation

Presentation Standards for the IA
Criterion D evaluates the clarity, structure, and formal presentation of the IA. This includes
adherence to word limits, citation standards, and the overall organization of the paper. Good
presentation ensures that the investigation is accessible and professionally communicated, which is
critical for meeting the ib history ia criteria.

Elements of Effective Presentation

Structure: Clear introduction, body, and conclusion with logical flow.

Formatting: Consistent use of citations and bibliography according to IB guidelines.

Language: Formal academic tone with precise vocabulary and grammar.

Word Count: Staying within the prescribed 2,200-word limit.

Proper presentation not only aids readability but also reflects the student's discipline and attention
to detail.



Tips for Meeting the IB History IA Criteria
Successfully addressing the ib history ia criteria requires strategic planning and disciplined
execution. Below are key tips that can help students navigate the process effectively:

Choose a Focused Topic: Select a research question that is specific, relevant, and feasible1.
within the word limit.

Use Diverse Sources: Incorporate a balanced mix of primary and secondary sources to2.
provide multiple perspectives.

Engage Critically: Evaluate sources thoroughly and avoid descriptive writing; focus on3.
analysis and argumentation.

Plan and Outline: Organize the investigation logically before writing to ensure coherence4.
and clarity.

Reflect Thoughtfully: Use the reflection to demonstrate awareness of the research process5.
and learning outcomes.

Follow IB Guidelines: Adhere strictly to formatting, citation, and word count requirements.6.

Proofread and Revise: Check for language accuracy, clarity, and compliance with the IA7.
criteria.

By following these strategies, students can produce a well-rounded and high-quality History IA that
meets the Ib history ia criteria effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main criteria for the IB History IA?
The IB History IA is assessed based on four main criteria: Identification and evaluation of sources,
Investigation, Reflection, and Communication.

How important is the research question in the IB History IA
criteria?
The research question is crucial as it guides the investigation and must be focused, clear, and allow
for analysis in line with the IA criteria.

What does Criterion A: Identification and evaluation of
sources require?
Criterion A requires students to identify two sources relevant to their research question and
evaluate their origin, purpose, value, and limitations.



How is Criterion B: Investigation assessed in the IB History
IA?
Criterion B assesses how well students carry out their investigation by analyzing sources and using
evidence to answer the research question coherently.

What is the focus of Criterion C: Reflection in the IB History
IA?
Criterion C focuses on the student's reflection on the methods used, challenges faced, and the value
of the historical investigation.

How does Criterion D: Communication impact the IB History
IA score?
Criterion D evaluates the clarity, organization, and academic writing style of the IA, including proper
citation and adherence to word limits.

Can the IB History IA exceed the word limit specified in the
criteria?
No, the IA must not exceed 2,200 words as per the criteria; exceeding the limit can result in
penalties or a lower score.

Are primary and secondary sources required by the IB History
IA criteria?
The IA requires at least two sources relevant to the research question, which can be primary,
secondary, or a combination, but they must be evaluated properly.

How should sources be evaluated according to the IB History
IA criteria?
Sources should be evaluated based on their origin, purpose, value, and limitations to demonstrate
understanding of their reliability and usefulness.

What common mistakes should be avoided to meet the IB
History IA criteria?
Common mistakes include unclear research questions, poor source evaluation, lack of reflection,
weak analysis, poor structure, and exceeding the word limit.



Additional Resources
1. Understanding the IB History Internal Assessment
This book provides a comprehensive guide to the IB History IA, breaking down each criterion to help
students excel. It offers practical tips on choosing topics, formulating research questions, and
structuring the investigation. With sample commentaries and annotated exemplars, students gain
insights into what examiners look for.

2. The IB History IA: A Step-by-Step Guide
Designed specifically for IB students, this guide walks readers through the IA process from start to
finish. It emphasizes critical analysis, source evaluation, and academic writing skills. The book also
includes checklists and timelines to keep students organized and on track.

3. Mastering IB History: Internal Assessment Success
This resource focuses on how to meet and exceed the IB History IA criteria by developing strong
arguments and using evidence effectively. It explains the importance of historical context and
encourages reflective thinking. Sample investigations demonstrate best practices in research and
presentation.

4. Exploring IB History IA: Criteria and Techniques
This book delves into the specific assessment criteria of the History IA, offering strategies for
addressing each one thoroughly. It highlights common pitfalls and how to avoid them, ensuring
clarity and coherence in writing. Students learn how to critically engage with sources and develop a
balanced analysis.

5. The Complete Guide to IB History Internal Assessments
A detailed manual covering all aspects of the History IA, from topic selection to final submission. It
includes annotated examples of high-scoring IAs and guidance on citation and referencing. The book
also discusses time management and how to maintain academic integrity.

6. IB History IA Criteria Explained: A Student’s Companion
This companion book breaks down the IB History IA criteria into simple, understandable language. It
offers practical advice on refining research questions and structuring investigations logically. The
text encourages deeper engagement with historical inquiry and critical thinking.

7. Effective Research and Writing for IB History IA
Focusing on the research and writing phases, this book helps students develop skills necessary to
produce a compelling IA. It guides readers on source selection, note-taking, and argument
development. The book also addresses how to write analytically while meeting the assessment
criteria.

8. IB History Internal Assessment: Strategies for Success
This resource offers strategies to excel in each section of the IA, emphasizing clarity, coherence, and
critical evaluation. It includes tips for managing workload and overcoming common challenges.
Sample extracts demonstrate how to apply theoretical concepts in practice.

9. Historical Investigation: Meeting IB History IA Standards
A practical guide focused on the historical investigation component of the IA, this book provides
step-by-step instructions on conducting effective research. It stresses the importance of
understanding different types of sources and evaluating their reliability. The book also includes
advice on writing a well-structured and persuasive investigation.
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