
ib history ia example

ib history ia example essays are an essential part of the International
Baccalaureate (IB) History course, offering students a unique opportunity to
conduct independent research and develop critical analytical skills. This
article explores how to approach the IB History Internal Assessment (IA) by
examining a comprehensive ib history ia example. Understanding what
constitutes a strong IA can significantly enhance a student's performance by
clarifying expectations and providing practical guidance. Key elements such
as topic selection, research question formulation, source analysis, and
structuring the investigation are discussed in detail. Additionally,
strategies for achieving high marks and avoiding common pitfalls are
highlighted. This guide is designed to assist IB History students in
producing a well-crafted, evidence-based IA that meets the rigorous standards
set by the IB curriculum. The following sections will cover the definition
and purpose of the IA, step-by-step guidance on writing an effective
investigation, and a detailed example to illustrate best practices.

Understanding the IB History IA

Choosing a Research Question

Conducting Research and Source Selection

Structuring the IB History IA

Analyzing an IB History IA Example

Tips for Writing a Successful History IA

Understanding the IB History IA

The IB History Internal Assessment is a compulsory component of the IB
Diploma Programme's History course, designed to evaluate students’ ability to
independently investigate a historical topic of their choice. The IA requires
students to produce a 2,200-word historical investigation based on a focused
research question. This task emphasizes critical thinking, source evaluation,
and coherent argument development. The IA is internally assessed by teachers
and externally moderated by IB examiners to ensure consistent standards.
Understanding the IA’s purpose and criteria is crucial to crafting a
successful investigation that demonstrates historical inquiry and analytical
skills.



Purpose and Objectives

The primary goal of the IB History IA is to allow students to explore a
specific historical issue in depth, demonstrating their ability to formulate
pertinent questions, analyze primary and secondary sources, and present a
structured argument. The IA encourages students to develop skills in
independent research, critical evaluation, and historical writing. It also
complements the broader IB History syllabus by providing a practical
application of the course content and methodologies.

Assessment Criteria

The IA is assessed based on four main criteria: identification and evaluation
of sources, investigation and analysis, reflection, and presentation. Each
criterion has specific descriptors that guide students in meeting the
required standards. For example, students must clearly identify the origin,
purpose, and value of their sources while critically assessing their
limitations. The investigation must be focused, well-organized, and supported
by evidence, while the reflection requires students to evaluate the process
and their learning outcomes. Meeting these criteria with precision is
essential for achieving a high score.

Choosing a Research Question

Selecting an appropriate research question is a foundational step in the IB
History IA process. A well-formulated question directs the scope of the
investigation and determines the relevance and depth of research. The
question should be specific, focused, and historically significant, allowing
for analysis within the word limit. It must also be feasible in terms of
available sources and the student’s understanding. Choosing a question that
aligns with the student’s interests and the IB History syllabus themes
enhances engagement and quality of work.

Characteristics of a Good Research Question

A strong research question for an ib history ia example typically exhibits
the following qualities:

Focused: Narrow enough to be thoroughly addressed in a short essay.

Open-ended: Allows for analysis and argument, not just description.



Relevant: Connected to historical events or issues covered in the IB
syllabus.

Researchable: Supported by accessible primary and secondary sources.

Clear and concise: Easily understood without ambiguity.

Examples of Effective Research Questions

Examples of research questions that work well for the IB History IA include:

To what extent did propaganda influence public opinion during World War
I in Britain?

How significant was the role of the Treaty of Versailles in causing
World War II?

What impact did the Cuban Missile Crisis have on Cold War diplomacy
between the USA and USSR?

Conducting Research and Source Selection

Research is a critical component of the IB History IA, requiring students to
gather and analyze a range of sources relevant to their research question.
The investigation should incorporate both primary and secondary sources to
provide balanced evidence. Primary sources offer firsthand accounts or direct
evidence of historical events, while secondary sources provide interpretation
and context from historians. Evaluating the reliability, bias, and
perspective of sources is essential for a nuanced analysis.

Types of Sources

Students should aim to include a diverse set of sources such as:

Official documents and government records

Newspaper articles and propaganda materials

Personal letters, diaries, or memoirs



Academic books and journal articles

Photographs and audiovisual materials

Evaluating Sources

When selecting sources, critical evaluation is necessary to determine their
value and limitations. Questions to consider include who created the source,
for what purpose, and how the context might influence its content. An
effective IB History IA example demonstrates this evaluation explicitly,
explaining the relevance and reliability of each source to the research
question. This analysis strengthens the argument and reflects a mature
understanding of historiography.

Structuring the IB History IA

The structure of the IB History IA must be logical, coherent, and aligned
with the assessment criteria. A clear organization helps communicate the
argument effectively and guides the reader through the investigation.
Typically, the IA consists of an introduction, investigation body, evaluation
of sources, and a conclusion or reflection.

Key Sections of the IA

An effective ib history ia example usually includes the following sections:

Introduction: Presents the research question, explains its significance,1.
and outlines the approach.

Investigation: Provides a detailed analysis of the historical issue,2.
supported by evidence from sources.

Evaluation of Sources: Critically assesses the origin, purpose, value,3.
and limitations of the main sources.

Conclusion/Reflection: Summarizes findings and reflects on the4.
investigation process and challenges.



Writing Style and Presentation

The IA should be written in formal academic language, with clear and concise
sentences. Proper citation of sources is mandatory to avoid plagiarism and
demonstrate research rigor. Additionally, adherence to the word limit and
formatting guidelines is crucial. Presentation should be neat and
professional, enhancing readability and coherence.

Analyzing an IB History IA Example

Examining a high-quality ib history ia example provides valuable insights
into best practices and expectations. Such examples illustrate effective
research question formulation, thorough investigation, balanced source
analysis, and clear presentation. They also highlight common pitfalls to
avoid, such as overly broad topics, insufficient source evaluation, or poor
organization.

Case Study Example

A notable ib history ia example might investigate the impact of the Berlin
Wall on East-West relations during the Cold War. The research question could
be: "To what extent did the construction of the Berlin Wall in 1961 escalate
tensions between the USA and the USSR?" This investigation would involve
analyzing primary sources like government statements, newspaper reports, and
speeches, alongside secondary sources providing historical context. The IA
would critically evaluate these sources, discuss differing perspectives, and
present a coherent argument supported by evidence.

Lessons from the Example

Key takeaways from analyzing such an example include:

The importance of a sharply focused research question

Comprehensive and balanced use of sources

Clear explanation of source value and limitations

Logical structure and coherent argumentation

Reflection on the research process and challenges encountered



Tips for Writing a Successful History IA

Success in the IB History IA depends on careful planning, critical thinking,
and meticulous writing. The following tips are essential for producing a
high-quality investigation that meets IB standards.

Practical Advice

Start Early: Allocate sufficient time for research, writing, and
revision to avoid last-minute pressure.

Choose Wisely: Select a research question that interests you and has
ample accessible sources.

Plan Thoroughly: Outline your investigation before writing to ensure
logical flow and comprehensive coverage.

Analyze Critically: Go beyond description by evaluating sources and
constructing an argument.

Follow Guidelines: Adhere strictly to IB assessment criteria, word
limits, and formatting rules.

Seek Feedback: Use teacher guidance and peer review to improve clarity
and quality.

Proofread Carefully: Check for grammatical errors, typos, and proper
citation to maintain professionalism.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an IB History IA example?
An IB History IA example is a sample Internal Assessment paper that
demonstrates how students can structure and write their history investigation
according to IB criteria.

Where can I find good IB History IA examples?
Good IB History IA examples can be found on the official IB website,



educational forums like IB Survival, and from teachers or IB alumni who share
their past assessments.

How long should an IB History IA example be?
An IB History IA should be around 2,200 words, and examples typically follow
this length to meet the IB requirements.

What topics are common in IB History IA examples?
Common topics in IB History IA examples include investigations into specific
events, individuals, or developments within 20th-century history, such as the
Cold War, decolonization, or World War II.

How detailed should the analysis be in an IB History
IA example?
The analysis should be in-depth, critically evaluating sources and providing
balanced arguments to meet IB criteria for critical thinking and
understanding.

Can I use online IB History IA examples as a
template?
Yes, you can use online IB History IA examples as a guide for structure and
style, but ensure your work is original and reflects your own research and
analysis.

What makes an IB History IA example successful?
A successful IB History IA example has a focused research question, clear
argument, thorough analysis of sources, and strong conclusions aligned with
IB assessment criteria.

Are there annotated IB History IA examples
available?
Yes, some educators provide annotated IB History IA examples that explain why
certain elements meet IB standards and how to improve various sections.

How important is the choice of research question in
an IB History IA example?
The research question is crucial; a well-defined and focused question guides
the investigation and analysis, making the IA more coherent and effective.



What common mistakes should be avoided when looking
at IB History IA examples?
Common mistakes include choosing overly broad topics, lacking critical
analysis, insufficient use of sources, and poor organization, all of which
can be identified by reviewing examples carefully.

Additional Resources
1. IB History Internal Assessment: A Comprehensive Guide for Students
This book offers step-by-step guidance on how to approach the IB History
Internal Assessment (IA). It includes tips on selecting topics, formulating
research questions, and structuring the essay effectively. Students will find
sample IAs and assessment criteria to help improve their work.

2. Mastering the IB History IA: Strategies and Examples
Focused on strategy, this book provides detailed advice on how to analyze
sources and develop critical arguments for the History IA. It features a
variety of example topics and completed assessments from different IB History
courses. The book is designed to boost students’ confidence and skills in
historical investigation.

3. IB History IA: Research and Writing Skills for Success
This resource emphasizes research methodology and writing techniques tailored
to the IB History IA. It guides students through primary and secondary source
evaluation, note-taking, and citation practices. The book also includes
exercises to build analytical and writing competencies.

4. Historical Investigations: IB History IA Exemplars and Commentary
A collection of exemplary IB History IAs with detailed commentary from
experienced examiners. This book helps students understand what examiners
look for in terms of content, analysis, and presentation. It also discusses
common pitfalls and how to avoid them.

5. Writing the IB History IA: A Student’s Handbook
This handbook provides practical advice on planning, researching, and writing
the History IA. It breaks down the assessment criteria and offers guidance on
how to meet each requirement effectively. The book is suitable for both
beginners and those looking to refine their IA skills.

6. IB History IA Topics and Ideas: Inspiration for Your Investigation
Ideal for students struggling to find a suitable IA topic, this book lists a
wide range of ideas across different historical periods and regions. Each
topic comes with suggestions for research questions and recommended sources.
The book encourages creativity and critical thinking in topic selection.

7. Analyzing Sources for IB History IA: Techniques and Practice
This book focuses specifically on the source analysis component of the IB
History IA. It teaches students how to assess reliability, bias, and



usefulness of historical sources. Numerous practice exercises help students
develop their analytical skills.

8. The IB History IA Workbook: Exercises and Templates
A practical workbook filled with exercises, templates, and checklists to
guide students through each stage of the IA process. It includes planning
sheets, research logs, and writing outlines designed to keep students
organized. The workbook fosters independent learning and time management.

9. Success in IB History IA: Tips from Top Scorers
Featuring interviews and advice from students who achieved high marks on
their History IAs, this book provides insider tips and motivational
strategies. It covers everything from topic choice to time management and
revision techniques. The personal stories aim to inspire and encourage IB
History students.
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