
icd 10 cm practice questions and answers
icd 10 cm practice questions and answers are essential tools for medical coding professionals
aiming to master the International Classification of Diseases, 10th Revision, Clinical Modification
(ICD-10-CM). This article provides a comprehensive overview of the importance of ICD-10-CM
practice questions and answers, highlighting how they enhance coding accuracy, improve exam
readiness, and boost confidence in real-world coding scenarios. Medical coders, students, and
healthcare professionals can benefit from targeted practice to understand complex coding
guidelines, conventions, and documentation requirements. The article will also explore effective
strategies for utilizing practice questions, common question formats, and tips for analyzing answers
to maximize learning outcomes. With the increasing complexity of medical coding and the critical
role of ICD-10-CM in healthcare reimbursement and reporting, thorough preparation through
practice questions is indispensable. The following sections delve into key aspects of ICD-10-CM
practice questions and answers to support professional development and certification success.

Understanding ICD-10-CM Practice Questions and Answers

Types of ICD-10-CM Practice Questions

Strategies for Effective Use of Practice Questions

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Sample ICD-10-CM Practice Questions with Detailed Answers

Understanding ICD-10-CM Practice Questions and
Answers
ICD-10-CM practice questions and answers are designed to simulate real coding scenarios and test
knowledge of diagnostic coding conventions, guidelines, and classification rules. These questions
help users familiarize themselves with the structure and format of the ICD-10-CM coding system,
which includes alphanumeric codes used to represent various diseases, symptoms, and external
causes of injury. The practice materials are essential for preparing for certification exams such as
the Certified Professional Coder (CPC) and for maintaining proficiency in medical coding tasks. By
working through questions and reviewing detailed answers, learners can identify areas of strength
and weakness, thus focusing their study efforts more effectively.

Moreover, ICD-10-CM practice questions support understanding of the Official ICD-10-CM
Guidelines for Coding and Reporting, which are critical for accurate and compliant coding. These
guidelines specify how to select the principal diagnosis, apply laterality, use combination codes, and
manage complications or comorbidities. Practice questions also promote familiarity with the ICD-10-
CM coding manual, enabling coders to quickly locate and apply the correct codes in diverse
healthcare settings.



Importance of Practice Questions in Medical Coding
Practice questions serve multiple functions in the learning process. They reinforce theoretical
knowledge by applying it to practical examples, thereby enhancing retention and recall. They also
build problem-solving skills necessary for interpreting clinical documentation and selecting the most
appropriate codes. Furthermore, practice questions expose coders to a wide range of medical
conditions and scenarios, ensuring comprehensive preparation for certification exams and everyday
coding responsibilities.

How Answers Facilitate Learning
Answers to ICD-10-CM practice questions typically include explanations that clarify why a particular
code or set of codes was chosen. These explanations often reference official coding guidelines,
coding conventions, and clinical rationale, providing learners with insight into the decision-making
process. Reviewing the answers helps coders understand common pitfalls, coding nuances, and the
importance of documentation specificity, thereby improving coding accuracy and compliance.

Types of ICD-10-CM Practice Questions
ICD-10-CM practice questions come in various formats designed to assess different levels of
knowledge and coding skills. Familiarity with these types helps learners adapt their study approach
and better prepare for certification exams and professional coding tasks.

Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs)
Multiple choice questions are the most common format used in ICD-10-CM practice tests. They
present a clinical scenario or diagnostic statement followed by multiple code options, from which the
coder must select the most accurate or appropriate code. MCQs test recognition, recall, and
application of coding rules under time constraints.

Fill-in-the-Blank Questions
Fill-in-the-blank questions require coders to write the correct ICD-10-CM code(s) based on clinical
information provided. This format emphasizes code recall and precise code assignment without the
aid of options, which is essential for real-world coding accuracy.

Case Studies and Scenario-Based Questions
Case studies involve more complex and detailed clinical scenarios that require comprehensive code
assignment for multiple diagnoses and procedures. These questions assess the coder’s ability to
integrate documentation, apply multiple guidelines, and sequence codes correctly.



True or False Questions
True or false questions test knowledge of specific coding rules, guidelines, or definitions related to
ICD-10-CM. They are useful for reinforcing fundamental concepts and regulatory compliance
requirements.

Strategies for Effective Use of Practice Questions
Maximizing the benefits of ICD-10-CM practice questions and answers requires a strategic approach
to studying. Proper use of these tools accelerates learning and improves coding proficiency.

Create a Consistent Study Schedule
Regular, scheduled practice sessions help reinforce knowledge and improve retention. Setting aside
dedicated time to focus on ICD-10-CM practice questions ensures steady progress and reduces last-
minute cramming before exams.

Review Official Coding Guidelines
Before attempting practice questions, it is essential to thoroughly review the Official ICD-10-CM
Guidelines for Coding and Reporting. Understanding these guidelines provides a foundation for
accurately interpreting and answering practice questions.

Analyze Each Question and Answer Thoroughly
After completing practice questions, carefully study the provided answers and rationales. Identify
why certain codes were selected or rejected, and review related guidelines. This analysis helps
clarify complex concepts and correct misunderstandings.

Use a Variety of Resources
In addition to practice questions, utilize coding manuals, coding software, and online forums to
deepen understanding. Exposure to different question types and explanations broadens knowledge
and enhances problem-solving skills.

Track Progress and Focus on Weak Areas
Maintain a record of practice question performance to identify patterns of errors or knowledge gaps.
Concentrate study efforts on these areas to improve overall coding accuracy and confidence.



Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them
Medical coders often encounter challenges when working with ICD-10-CM practice questions, which
can hinder learning if not addressed properly.

Complexity of Code Selection
ICD-10-CM contains thousands of codes with subtle differences. Distinguishing among similar codes
requires detailed knowledge of coding conventions and clinical terminology. Overcome this by
focusing on guideline comprehension and regularly practicing diverse coding scenarios.

Interpreting Clinical Documentation
Incomplete or ambiguous clinical documentation can complicate code assignment. Practicing with
detailed case studies helps improve skills in interpreting medical records accurately and identifying
the most specific codes available.

Memorization vs. Application
Relying solely on memorization may lead to errors when faced with unfamiliar scenarios.
Emphasizing understanding of coding principles and guidelines enables coders to apply knowledge
flexibly and accurately.

Time Management During Exams
Time constraints in certification exams can cause stress and rushed decisions. Simulating timed
practice tests builds stamina and improves pacing, leading to more confident and accurate coding
under pressure.

Sample ICD-10-CM Practice Questions with Detailed
Answers
Below are sample practice questions designed to illustrate the types of challenges coders face when
working with ICD-10-CM, accompanied by detailed answers and explanations to enhance learning.

1.
Question: A patient is diagnosed with type 2 diabetes mellitus with diabetic chronic kidney
disease. What is the correct ICD-10-CM code assignment?

Answer: E11.22 – Type 2 diabetes mellitus with diabetic chronic kidney disease.



Explanation: According to the ICD-10-CM guidelines, combination codes are available for
diabetes with complications. Code E11.22 specifies type 2 diabetes with diabetic chronic
kidney disease, accurately capturing both conditions in one code.

2.
Question: Code the diagnosis for a patient with acute bronchitis caused by respiratory
syncytial virus.

Answer: J20.5 – Acute bronchitis due to respiratory syncytial virus.

Explanation: The ICD-10-CM includes combination codes that specify both the condition and
the infectious agent. Code J20.5 specifically identifies acute bronchitis caused by RSV, which
is more precise than a general bronchitis code.

3.
Question: Assign codes for a patient admitted for an elective total hip replacement due to
osteoarthritis.

Answer: M16.11 – Unilateral primary osteoarthritis of the right hip; and 0SR902Z –
Replacement of right hip joint with synthetic substitute, open approach.

Explanation: The diagnosis code captures the underlying condition (osteoarthritis), while the
procedure code identifies the surgical intervention. Coding guidelines require both diagnosis
and procedure to be coded accurately for reimbursement.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are ICD-10-CM practice questions and answers used for?
ICD-10-CM practice questions and answers are used to help healthcare professionals and medical
coders prepare for certification exams, improve coding accuracy, and stay updated on coding
guidelines.

Where can I find reliable ICD-10-CM practice questions and
answers online?
Reliable ICD-10-CM practice questions and answers can be found on official websites like the AAPC,
AHIMA, and reputable medical coding training platforms such as PracticeFusion and CodeAcademy.

How can practicing ICD-10-CM questions improve my medical



coding skills?
Practicing ICD-10-CM questions helps reinforce coding rules, familiarize with code structure,
enhance problem-solving skills, and improve speed and accuracy in assigning correct diagnostic
codes.

Are ICD-10-CM practice questions updated regularly to reflect
coding changes?
Yes, reputable sources update ICD-10-CM practice questions regularly to align with the latest coding
guidelines, new codes, and revisions released annually by the CDC and WHO.

What types of questions are typically included in ICD-10-CM
practice tests?
ICD-10-CM practice tests usually include multiple-choice questions, case scenarios, code selection
exercises, sequencing challenges, and questions on coding guidelines and conventions.

Can ICD-10-CM practice questions and answers help with
passing certification exams like the CPC?
Yes, using ICD-10-CM practice questions and answers is an effective way to prepare for certification
exams such as the Certified Professional Coder (CPC) exam by improving knowledge and test-taking
skills.

Additional Resources
1. ICD-10-CM Practice Questions: Comprehensive Review and Answer Guide
This book offers an extensive collection of practice questions designed to reinforce your knowledge
of ICD-10-CM coding. Each question is followed by detailed explanations and answers to help you
understand coding conventions and guidelines. Ideal for both beginners and experienced coders
preparing for certification exams or seeking to improve their coding accuracy.

2. Mastering ICD-10-CM: Practice Questions with Detailed Answers
Mastering ICD-10-CM provides a targeted approach to learning ICD-10-CM through practice
questions that simulate real-world coding scenarios. The book includes rationales for every answer,
helping readers grasp the nuances of diagnosis coding. It is a valuable resource for students and
professionals aiming to excel in medical coding.

3. ICD-10-CM Coding Practice Workbook: Questions and Answers for Certification
This workbook is tailored to support those preparing for medical coding certification exams with a
variety of practice questions covering all ICD-10-CM chapters. Each section concludes with answers
and explanations, allowing learners to assess their progress and identify areas needing
improvement. The practical format makes it easy to study and review coding principles.

4. ICD-10-CM Exam Practice Questions: Realistic Test Simulations with Answers
Designed to simulate the pressure and format of actual ICD-10-CM certification exams, this book



includes numerous practice questions with detailed answer keys. It emphasizes accuracy and speed,
helping users build confidence and test-taking skills. The explanations provided clarify common
pitfalls and coding errors.

5. ICD-10-CM Coding Practice Questions for Health Information Professionals
Focused on health information professionals, this book delivers a broad selection of ICD-10-CM
practice questions that cover various healthcare settings and specialties. The answers are
accompanied by coding guidelines and tips for applying codes correctly. It is an excellent tool for
ongoing professional development and exam preparation.

6. Practical ICD-10-CM Coding Questions and Answers
This resource presents practical coding questions designed to mirror everyday clinical coding
challenges. It includes answers with step-by-step explanations and references to official coding
guidelines, which aid in comprehension. Suitable for coders at all levels looking to enhance their
coding proficiency.

7. The Complete ICD-10-CM Practice Exam Book
The Complete ICD-10-CM Practice Exam Book offers full-length practice exams that cover a wide
range of ICD-10-CM coding topics. Each exam is followed by thorough answer keys and detailed
rationales to help learners understand the reasoning behind each code choice. This book is perfect
for those seeking a comprehensive review before certification testing.

8. ICD-10-CM Coding Challenge Questions with Answers
This book challenges readers with complex ICD-10-CM coding scenarios designed to test advanced
knowledge and critical thinking skills. Answers include explanations that clarify difficult coding rules
and conventions. It is ideal for experienced coders looking to deepen their expertise or prepare for
advanced certification.

9. ICD-10-CM Practice Questions for Beginners: Step-by-Step Answers and Explanations
Targeted at beginners, this book breaks down ICD-10-CM coding concepts through simple practice
questions and clear, step-by-step answer explanations. It helps new coders build a strong foundation
in diagnosis coding by reinforcing learning with practical examples. A great starting point for those
new to medical coding.
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