
icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy
icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy is a critical classification used in medical coding and
billing to accurately document a patient’s surgical history involving the removal of a kidney.
Nephrectomy, the surgical excision of one or both kidneys, may be performed for various medical
conditions, including kidney cancer, severe trauma, or chronic infection. Properly coding a history of
nephrectomy ensures precise communication among healthcare providers, facilitates accurate
medical records, and supports appropriate reimbursement processes. This article provides an in-
depth examination of the ICD-10 coding system related to nephrectomy history, exploring the
specific codes used, their applications, and the importance of accurate documentation. Additionally,
it covers scenarios in which these codes are applied, related coding guidelines, and common
challenges encountered by medical coders. Understanding the icd 10 code for history of
nephrectomy is essential for healthcare professionals involved in clinical documentation
improvement, medical billing, and patient care coordination.
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Understanding ICD-10 Codes for History of
Nephrectomy
The International Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision (ICD-10), is a standardized system used
worldwide to classify and code diagnoses, symptoms, and procedures. Within this system, the icd 10
code for history of nephrectomy falls under the Z-codes category, which is specifically designed to
document factors influencing health status and contact with health services. These codes do not
represent active disease but rather historical or contextual information about a patient's health
condition, such as previous surgeries.

Purpose of History Codes in ICD-10
History codes in ICD-10, including those for a history of nephrectomy, serve multiple purposes. They
indicate that the patient has undergone a significant past medical intervention that may impact
current health or treatment decisions. These codes help clinicians and coders differentiate between
active conditions and past medical events, thus improving the accuracy of the patient's medical
record. For nephrectomy, these codes confirm that one or both kidneys have been surgically
removed previously.



Role in Medical Documentation and Billing
Accurate use of the icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy is essential for proper billing and
reimbursement. Insurance companies and healthcare facilities rely on these codes to validate claims
and to ensure that treatment plans take into account the patient's surgical history. Furthermore,
accurate documentation aids in clinical decision-making, research, and epidemiological studies
related to kidney health.

Specific ICD-10 Codes Related to Nephrectomy History
The ICD-10 coding system includes specific codes that denote a history of nephrectomy. These codes
are found within the Z87 category, which covers personal history of other diseases and conditions.
Identifying the correct code depends on whether the nephrectomy was unilateral or bilateral and
other clinical details.

Z87.440 – Personal History of Renal Transplant
Although not directly a history of nephrectomy, this code is related to patients who have undergone
kidney transplantation, which may involve nephrectomy during the transplant process. It is
important to distinguish this from a simple history of nephrectomy when coding.

Z90.11 – Acquired Absence of Right Kidney
This code is used when the patient has undergone nephrectomy resulting in the absence of the right
kidney. It indicates that the right kidney is missing due to a surgical procedure or other acquired
causes.

Z90.12 – Acquired Absence of Left Kidney
Similarly, this code denotes the absence of the left kidney as a result of nephrectomy or other
acquired factors. It is important for documenting unilateral nephrectomy history accurately.

Z90.13 – Acquired Absence of Both Kidneys
This code applies to patients who have had bilateral nephrectomy. Although rare, bilateral
nephrectomy may be performed in cases of severe disease or prior to kidney transplantation.

Summary of Relevant ICD-10 Codes for History of
Nephrectomy

Z90.11 – Acquired absence of right kidney



Z90.12 – Acquired absence of left kidney

Z90.13 – Acquired absence of both kidneys

Z87.440 – Personal history of renal transplant (related)

Clinical Importance of Accurate Coding
Accurately coding the history of nephrectomy has significant clinical implications. It informs
healthcare providers about the patient's renal status, guiding treatment choices, medication
dosages, and diagnostic test interpretations. For example, patients with a history of nephrectomy
may have reduced renal function, necessitating adjustments in medication that are cleared by the
kidneys.

Impact on Patient Care
Proper documentation via the icd 10 code for history of nephrectomy allows clinicians to anticipate
potential complications, monitor renal function closely, and tailor follow-up care accordingly. This is
especially critical in patients with a single kidney, as they are at increased risk for chronic kidney
disease and hypertension.

Role in Research and Public Health
Data collected using these codes contribute to epidemiological research, helping to track outcomes
and prevalence of nephrectomy-related conditions. Accurate coding supports health policy decisions
and resource allocation for kidney disease management.

Guidelines for Using History of Nephrectomy Codes
Medical coders must follow specific guidelines when applying ICD-10 codes for history of
nephrectomy to ensure consistency and accuracy. These guidelines are established by coding
authorities such as the American Hospital Association and CMS.

When to Use History Codes
History codes like Z90.11 or Z90.12 should be used only when the nephrectomy is a past event and
the patient is not currently undergoing treatment for an active kidney condition related to the
surgery. If the patient presents with complications or sequelae of nephrectomy, additional codes
may be necessary.



Documentation Requirements
Coding professionals must rely on clear clinical documentation that specifies the side of
nephrectomy and confirms the absence of active disease. Ambiguity in records can lead to
inaccurate coding and potential claim denials.

Common Coding Practices
Coders should verify:

The laterality of nephrectomy (right, left, or bilateral)

Whether the nephrectomy was partial or total (though ICD-10 history codes generally reflect
total absence)

Any related procedures such as transplantation that might affect coding choices

Common Challenges and Solutions in Coding
Nephrectomy History
Despite clear guidelines, coding the history of nephrectomy can present challenges. These often
arise from incomplete medical records, unclear surgical histories, or confusion between history
codes and active condition codes.

Challenge: Incomplete or Ambiguous Documentation
Medical records may lack specific details about which kidney was removed or whether the
nephrectomy was partial or total. This can complicate code selection and lead to inaccurate claims.

Solution: Effective Communication and Querying
Coding professionals should collaborate with healthcare providers to clarify ambiguous information.
Queries can be submitted to obtain precise details needed for proper coding.

Challenge: Confusing History Codes with Active Diagnosis
Codes
Some coders may mistakenly use history codes for current kidney conditions or complications post-
nephrectomy, which requires different coding.



Solution: Adhering to ICD-10 Coding Conventions
It is essential to distinguish between historical and active conditions. History codes should only be
used when no current treatment or active disease related to nephrectomy exists. For sequelae or
complications, appropriate active diagnosis codes should be assigned.

Additional Tips for Accurate Coding

Regular training and updates on ICD-10 coding changes

Utilizing coding software with built-in validation checks

Maintaining thorough and accurate clinical documentation

Consulting official coding guidelines and resources when in doubt

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the ICD-10 code for history of nephrectomy?
The ICD-10 code for history of nephrectomy is Z90.11.

How is the ICD-10 code Z90.11 used in medical records?
ICD-10 code Z90.11 is used to indicate a personal history of nephrectomy, meaning the patient has
had a kidney removed in the past.

Can the ICD-10 code for history of nephrectomy be used for
active kidney disease?
No, Z90.11 is specifically for a history of nephrectomy and does not indicate active kidney disease or
current kidney problems.

Is Z90.11 the correct ICD-10 code for a patient with a previous
nephrectomy due to cancer?
Yes, Z90.11 applies regardless of the reason for nephrectomy, including cancer, trauma, or other
causes.

What is the difference between ICD-10 code Z90.11 and



N28.9?
Z90.11 denotes a history of nephrectomy, while N28.9 refers to an unspecified disorder of the kidney
and ureter, which indicates current kidney issues.

Can Z90.11 be used in outpatient and inpatient settings?
Yes, Z90.11 can be used in both outpatient and inpatient settings to document a prior nephrectomy.

Are there any related ICD-10 codes to Z90.11 for kidney
surgeries?
Yes, related codes include Z90.12 for history of renal transplant and Z90.13 for history of kidney
surgery other than nephrectomy.

How should coders document a history of nephrectomy in
ICD-10 coding?
Coders should assign Z90.11 when the patient’s medical history includes a previous nephrectomy,
ensuring it is clearly documented in the medical record.

Does Z90.11 affect patient care or treatment plans?
While Z90.11 is used for administrative and documentation purposes, knowledge of a history of
nephrectomy is important for clinical decision-making and patient management.

Is Z90.11 included in the ICD-10-CM official coding
guidelines?
Yes, Z90.11 is included in the ICD-10-CM coding guidelines under 'History of other specified
surgeries and medical care,' specifically for history of nephrectomy.

Additional Resources
1. ICD-10 Coding Guide for Urological Procedures
This comprehensive guide focuses on the accurate coding of urological surgeries, including
nephrectomy and its history. It covers ICD-10 codes with detailed descriptions and coding tips to
ensure precise documentation. The book is ideal for medical coders, billers, and healthcare
professionals dealing with kidney-related procedures.

2. Nephrectomy: Surgical Techniques and Postoperative Care
This book delves into the surgical approaches of nephrectomy, including radical and partial
procedures. It discusses patient history considerations, preoperative evaluation, and postoperative
management. It is a valuable resource for surgeons, residents, and healthcare providers involved in
nephrectomy care.

3. Medical Coding and Billing for Renal Diseases



A focused resource on coding renal diseases and related surgical histories, this book offers detailed
ICD-10 coding instructions including history of nephrectomy. It provides case studies and coding
scenarios to enhance understanding. The book is essential for coders working in nephrology and
urology settings.

4. Clinical Documentation Improvement for Urology
This guide assists clinicians and coders in improving documentation related to urological conditions
and procedures such as nephrectomy. It emphasizes the importance of capturing accurate patient
history and procedure details for proper ICD-10 coding. The book includes practical tips and
examples to optimize clinical records.

5. Handbook of ICD-10 Coding for Surgical Procedures
Covering a wide range of surgical procedures, this handbook includes a thorough section on
nephrectomy and related coding challenges. It provides step-by-step instructions for assigning
correct ICD-10 codes, including those for history of nephrectomy. The book is designed for medical
coders seeking a quick reference.

6. Kidney Surgery: A Multidisciplinary Approach
This text offers an in-depth look at kidney surgeries, including nephrectomy, with attention to
patient history and long-term outcomes. It integrates perspectives from surgery, nephrology, and
pathology to provide a holistic view. The book also discusses the implications of surgical history in
patient management.

7. ICD-10-CM Expert for Physicians: Nephrology Edition
Tailored for physicians, this expert guide covers ICD-10-CM codes related to nephrology, including
history of nephrectomy. It explains code selection with clinical context and provides examples to
improve coding accuracy. The book aids in ensuring compliance and proper reimbursement.

8. Postoperative Complications and Coding in Nephrectomy Patients
Focusing on the complications following nephrectomy, this book discusses how to document and
code these events accurately using ICD-10. It highlights the significance of including surgical history
in patient records. The text serves as a practical resource for coders and healthcare providers
managing post-nephrectomy care.

9. The Essentials of Urological Coding and Compliance
This essential guide covers coding practices for urological procedures, emphasizing compliance with
ICD-10 standards. It includes sections on coding histories of surgeries such as nephrectomy and
related diagnoses. The book is useful for ensuring accurate billing and avoiding common coding
errors.
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