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icd 10 procedure code for application biological kerecis graft refers to the specific coding used in

medical billing and documentation for the procedure involving the application of a biological Kerecis

graft. Kerecis grafts are innovative, fish-skin derived biological products used primarily for wound care

and tissue regeneration. The accurate coding of this procedure using the ICD-10-PCS (International

Classification of Diseases, 10th Revision, Procedure Coding System) is essential for proper

reimbursement, statistical tracking, and clinical documentation. This article provides an in-depth

overview of the ICD-10 procedure codes relevant to the application of biological Kerecis grafts,

including the coding structure, related procedural details, and best practices for medical coders and

healthcare providers.

Understanding the nuances of coding for advanced biological grafts like Kerecis is crucial due to their

unique composition and application techniques. This article will also explore the clinical indications for

Kerecis grafts, how they differ from other biological grafts, and the importance of selecting the correct

procedure code. Additionally, the article discusses common challenges in coding and documentation,

along with practical tips for ensuring compliance and accuracy.

The following sections will cover the ICD-10 procedure code system overview, specific codes

applicable to biological graft applications, the clinical context of Kerecis graft use, and guidance on

documentation and coding best practices. This comprehensive guide is designed to support healthcare

professionals, coders, and billing specialists in navigating the complexities of ICD-10 coding for

biological graft applications such as Kerecis.
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Overview of ICD-10 Procedure Coding System

The ICD-10-PCS is a standardized system used primarily in the United States for coding inpatient

procedures. It provides a detailed and systematic method to classify various medical, surgical, and

diagnostic procedures. The ICD-10 procedure coding system is structured with seven characters, each

representing specific information about the procedure performed, such as the section, body system,

root operation, body part, approach, device, and qualifier.

Accurate use of ICD-10-PCS codes is essential for clinical documentation, insurance reimbursement,

and healthcare analytics. The system’s specificity allows for detailed reporting, which is particularly

important when coding advanced procedures like the application of biological grafts, including Kerecis

grafts. Understanding the structure and purpose of ICD-10-PCS lays the foundation for correctly

identifying the appropriate codes for these types of procedures.

Structure of ICD-10-PCS Codes

Each ICD-10-PCS code consists of seven alphanumeric characters that together define the procedure

in detail. The characters represent:

Section: The general type of procedure (e.g., Medical and Surgical, Imaging)



Body System: The general physiological system or anatomical region involved

Root Operation: The objective of the procedure (e.g., Repair, Replacement, Application)

Body Part: The specific anatomical site targeted

Approach: The technique used to reach the site (e.g., Open, Percutaneous)

Device: Any device left in place during the procedure

Qualifier: Additional information to specify the procedure

ICD-10 Procedure Codes for Biological Graft Applications

In ICD-10-PCS, the application of biological grafts falls under the Medical and Surgical section,

specifically involving the root operation "Application." The application of grafts is coded based on the

type of graft material, the anatomical site, and the approach used. Biological grafts like Kerecis,

derived from fish skin, are categorized under skin substitutes or biological materials used in wound

care.

The ICD-10-PCS codes most relevant to biological graft applications typically fall into the following

range:

0HBT0ZZ – Application of Skin Substitute, Open Approach

0HBJ0ZZ – Application of Skin Substitute, Percutaneous Endoscopic Approach

0HBT3ZZ – Application of Skin Substitute, External Approach (for topical applications)



Since Kerecis grafts are biological skin substitutes used primarily for chronic wounds and ulcers, the

code 0HBT0ZZ (Application of Skin Substitute, Open Approach) is commonly utilized when the

procedure involves surgical debridement and direct placement of the graft. The exact code selection

depends on the clinical scenario and the method of application.

Selecting the Correct Procedure Code

When assigning an ICD-10-PCS code for the application of a Kerecis graft, the following factors must

be considered:

The anatomical site of graft application (e.g., lower extremity, foot, or other wound location)1.

The approach used during the procedure (open, percutaneous, external)2.

The type of graft material (biological skin substitute)3.

Whether the graft was applied alone or in combination with other procedures such as4.

debridement

Documentation should clearly specify these details to support accurate code assignment and

reimbursement.

Understanding Kerecis Biological Grafts

Kerecis grafts are innovative wound care products derived from fish skin, specifically Atlantic cod.

Unlike traditional mammalian-derived grafts, Kerecis grafts retain natural omega-3 fatty acids and

structural proteins, which promote accelerated healing and tissue regeneration. These grafts are

minimally processed to preserve the extracellular matrix and bioactive components, making them

highly effective for chronic wounds, diabetic foot ulcers, and burns.



The unique biological composition of Kerecis grafts distinguishes them from synthetic or other

biological grafts, influencing both their clinical use and coding considerations. Their application

supports natural tissue regeneration and reduces the risk of rejection or inflammation.

Advantages of Kerecis Grafts

The use of Kerecis grafts in wound care offers multiple clinical benefits:

Enhanced healing rates due to preserved natural proteins and omega-3 fatty acids

Reduced inflammation and pain at the wound site

Biocompatibility with minimal risk of immune reaction

Improved tissue regeneration and wound closure outcomes

Versatility in treating various wound types, including chronic and acute wounds

Clinical Indications for Kerecis Graft Application

The biological Kerecis graft is primarily indicated for patients with complex or chronic wounds that are

difficult to heal through conventional methods. These indications include diabetic foot ulcers, venous

leg ulcers, pressure ulcers, and post-surgical wounds. The graft acts as a scaffold to facilitate cellular

ingrowth and tissue repair.

Proper clinical indication documentation is crucial for justifying the use of advanced biological grafts

and ensuring accurate ICD-10-PCS coding. Medical coders rely on detailed clinical notes to assign the

most appropriate procedure code for the application of the Kerecis graft.



Common Clinical Scenarios

Chronic diabetic foot ulcers resistant to standard wound care

Pressure ulcers with exposed tissue requiring graft coverage

Venous insufficiency ulcers benefiting from biological scaffold support

Burn wounds requiring advanced biological dressings to promote healing

Post-debridement wound management involving biological skin substitutes

Documentation and Coding Best Practices

Accurate and thorough clinical documentation is essential for the correct assignment of the icd 10

procedure code for application biological kerecis graft. Key elements to include in the medical record

are the type of graft used, the anatomical site of application, the surgical or non-surgical approach, and

any concurrent procedures performed.

Coders should verify that documentation specifies whether the Kerecis graft was applied via an open

surgical approach, percutaneous technique, or external application. Additionally, supporting information

on wound characteristics and clinical rationale supports proper code selection and reimbursement.

Tips for Ensuring Accurate Coding

Confirm the graft material is clearly identified as a biological skin substitute.1.

Verify the approach used to apply the graft (open, percutaneous, external).2.



Document the precise anatomical location of application.3.

Include any concurrent procedures such as debridement or wound closure.4.

Review payer-specific guidelines for coding biological graft applications.5.

Use the most specific ICD-10-PCS code available to reflect the procedure accurately.6.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Coding

Coding the application of biological Kerecis grafts presents challenges due to the specificity required in

ICD-10-PCS and the evolving nature of biological graft technologies. Misclassification can lead to claim

denials or incorrect reimbursement. Challenges often arise from incomplete documentation, lack of

clarity regarding the approach, or confusion between biological grafts and other wound care products.

Addressing these challenges requires close collaboration between healthcare providers and coding

professionals. Education on the unique properties of Kerecis grafts and their clinical application helps

improve documentation quality. Additionally, regular updates to coding manuals and payer policies

should be monitored to ensure compliance.

Strategies to Overcome Coding Difficulties

Implement standardized documentation templates for biological graft procedures.

Provide ongoing training to clinical staff on the importance of detailed procedural notes.

Consult coding specialists or clinical documentation improvement professionals when uncertain.

Audit coding practices regularly to identify and correct errors.



Stay informed about changes in ICD-10-PCS coding guidelines related to biological grafts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the ICD-10-PCS code for the application of a biological

Kerecis graft?

The ICD-10-PCS code for the application of a biological Kerecis graft is typically found under the root

operation 'Transplantation' or 'Replacement' depending on the procedure specifics. However, a

common code used is 0HRN0ZZ - Replacement of Right Lower Leg Subcutaneous Tissue and Fascia

with Synthetic Substitute, Open Approach. Since Kerecis is a fish-skin graft, it may be coded under

'Insertion' or 'Supplement' codes as well. It is important to refer to the latest ICD-10-PCS coding

manual for precise coding.

How do I code the procedure for applying a Kerecis biological graft in

ICD-10-PCS?

Coding the application of a Kerecis biological graft in ICD-10-PCS involves selecting the correct root

operation that describes the procedure, such as 'Insertion' (for putting in a non-biological or biological

material) or 'Supplement' (if adding to an existing structure). The approach (open, percutaneous, etc.)

and the body part involved must also be specified. Detailed documentation is required to assign the

most accurate code.

Is there a specific ICD-10-PCS code for Kerecis fish skin graft

application?

There is no specific ICD-10-PCS code named explicitly for Kerecis fish skin graft; coders must use a

general code that describes the procedure, such as codes under the root operation 'Insertion' or



'Supplement' for biological grafts, depending on the context and body site. Always consult the most

recent coding guidelines and clinical documentation.

Can Kerecis graft application be coded under the root operation

'Transplantation' in ICD-10-PCS?

Generally, 'Transplantation' in ICD-10-PCS refers to the transfer of living tissue from one site to

another in the same or another person. Since Kerecis grafts are acellular fish skin grafts rather than

living tissue, they are usually not coded as 'Transplantation' but rather under 'Insertion' or 'Supplement'

depending on the procedure details.

What body system codes are relevant when coding for Kerecis

biological graft application in ICD-10-PCS?

The body system code depends on the anatomical site where the Kerecis graft is applied. For

example, if applied to skin and subcutaneous tissue, the code will fall under the 'Skin and Breast' body

system (Section 0F-0H). Accurate documentation of the graft site is essential to select the correct body

system code.

How important is the approach documentation for coding the

application of a Kerecis graft in ICD-10-PCS?

The approach (open, percutaneous, percutaneous endoscopic, external) is a critical character in the

ICD-10-PCS code and must be accurately documented. The approach influences code assignment

and reimbursement, so clear documentation of how the Kerecis graft is applied is essential for

accurate coding.

Where can I find official coding guidelines for ICD-10-PCS codes

related to biological graft applications like Kerecis?

Official coding guidelines for ICD-10-PCS codes can be found in the ICD-10-PCS Official Guidelines



for Coding and Reporting published annually by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)

and the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS). Additionally, the American Hospital Association

(AHA) Coding Clinic provides guidance and clarifications on coding biological grafts such as Kerecis.

Additional Resources

1. ICD-10-PCS Coding for Biological Grafts: A Comprehensive Guide

This book offers an in-depth exploration of ICD-10-PCS codes related to biological graft applications,

including the use of Kerecis grafts. It provides detailed instructions on coding procedures for various

types of grafts, ensuring accuracy and compliance. Perfect for medical coders and healthcare

professionals aiming to master procedural coding.

2. Biological Graft Procedures and ICD-10 Coding Explained

Focusing on the intersection of surgical procedures and coding, this text breaks down the application

of biological grafts like Kerecis and aligns them with the appropriate ICD-10 procedure codes. It

includes case studies and examples to clarify complex coding scenarios. The book is an essential

resource for clinical coders and billing specialists.

3. Mastering ICD-10-PCS for Skin and Tissue Grafting

This guide covers the nuances of skin and tissue grafting procedures, emphasizing the use of

biological grafts such as Kerecis. It provides comprehensive coding guidelines, from identifying the

correct root operation to selecting the proper approach and material. A valuable tool for coding

professionals in surgical and dermatological settings.

4. Practical Coding for Regenerative Medicine Procedures

Highlighting regenerative medicine, this book includes chapters dedicated to coding biological grafts,

including fish skin grafts like Kerecis. It explains the clinical applications and coding challenges of

novel grafting materials. The book is designed for coders who need to stay current with emerging

medical technologies.

5. ICD-10-PCS and CPT Coding for Wound Care and Grafting



This resource combines ICD-10-PCS and CPT coding guidelines specifically for wound care

procedures involving biological grafts such as Kerecis. It discusses documentation requirements and

coding accuracy to optimize reimbursement. Ideal for wound care clinics and coding departments.

6. Advanced Coding Strategies for Biological Graft Applications

Targeted at experienced coders, this book delves into advanced coding techniques for biological graft

procedures, including the application of Kerecis grafts. It addresses common pitfalls and provides tips

for auditing and compliance. The book supports coders in improving coding precision and preventing

errors.

7. Regenerative Therapies and ICD-10-PCS Coding

This publication explores the coding landscape for regenerative therapies, including the use of

biological grafts like Kerecis. It reviews the clinical background, procedural steps, and corresponding

ICD-10-PCS codes. A helpful reference for healthcare providers and coding professionals involved in

regenerative treatment documentation.

8. Clinical Documentation and Coding for Biological Graft Procedures

Focusing on the importance of thorough clinical documentation, this book guides readers through the

documentation requirements that support accurate ICD-10-PCS coding for biological grafts such as

Kerecis. It offers sample notes and templates to improve coder-provider communication. Essential for

clinical documentation improvement specialists.

9. ICD-10-PCS Coding Workbook: Biological Grafts Edition

This workbook provides practical exercises and scenarios related to coding biological graft procedures,

including those involving Kerecis graft applications. It is designed to enhance coding skills through

hands-on practice and real-world examples. A useful supplement for coding training programs and

continuing education.
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