idaho museum of natural history

idaho museum of natural history stands as a pivotal institution dedicated to preserving, studying,
and showcasing the rich natural heritage of the region. Located in Pocatello, Idaho, this museum
offers a comprehensive exploration of natural history, including paleontology, anthropology, and
geology. Visitors and researchers alike can engage with extensive exhibits and collections that reflect
the diverse ecosystems and cultural history of Idaho and the greater Intermountain West. The Idaho
Museum of Natural History serves not only as an educational resource but also as a center for
scientific research and community engagement. This article delves into the museum’s history, its key
exhibits, educational programs, and its role within the scientific community. The following sections
provide an in-depth overview and practical information about the Idaho Museum of Natural History.
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History and Mission of the ldaho Museum of Natural
History

Founding and Development

The Idaho Museum of Natural History was established to serve as a repository and educational center
for the natural and cultural history of Idaho and the surrounding regions. Founded in the mid-20th
century, the museum has evolved significantly over the decades, expanding its collections, exhibit
spaces, and research capabilities. Its establishment was driven by the need to preserve invaluable
paleontological and anthropological artifacts discovered in the Intermountain West.

Mission and Vision

The museum'’s core mission is to collect, preserve, interpret, and exhibit natural history artifacts and
specimens to foster an understanding of Idaho’s geological and cultural legacy. It aims to engage the
public, educators, and researchers through dynamic exhibits, educational programs, and community
partnerships. The vision includes being a leading regional center that promotes scientific research,
cultural awareness, and environmental stewardship.



Exhibits and Collections

Paleontology Exhibits

The ldaho Museum of Natural History boasts an extensive collection of fossils that highlight the
prehistoric life of Idaho and the Intermountain West. These exhibits feature dinosaur skeletons,
ancient marine life, and Ice Age mammals, offering visitors a glimpse into the region’s distant past.
The paleontology section is designed to educate visitors about evolutionary biology and earth
sciences through interactive displays and detailed specimen presentations.

Anthropological and Cultural Artifacts

The museum’s anthropological collection showcases artifacts from Native American cultures
indigenous to ldaho and the surrounding areas. This includes tools, pottery, and clothing that
illustrate the rich cultural heritage and historical lifestyles of the region’s early inhabitants. These
exhibits provide context for understanding the human history intertwined with Idaho’s natural
environment.

Geological and Ecological Collections

Geological exhibits at the museum include mineral specimens, rock formations, and information on
Idaho’s diverse landscapes and ecosystems. The ecological displays focus on the flora and fauna
native to Idaho, emphasizing conservation and biodiversity. These collections help visitors appreciate
the complexity and beauty of the natural world in this part of the United States.

Key Features of the Museum Collections

e Over 500,000 artifacts and specimens covering paleontology, anthropology, and geology
e Interactive exhibits for all age groups
e Rotating special exhibits highlighting current research and discoveries

e Educational signage and multimedia presentations to enhance visitor understanding

Educational Programs and Community Outreach



School and Youth Programs

The Idaho Museum of Natural History offers tailored educational programs for school groups, designed
to align with curriculum standards in science and social studies. These programs include guided tours,
hands-on activities, and workshops that inspire curiosity and learning about natural history topics.
Youth engagement is a priority to foster the next generation’s interest in science and history.

Public Lectures and Workshops

Regularly scheduled lectures and workshops provide opportunities for the public to learn from experts
in fields such as paleontology, archaeology, and ecology. These events enhance community
knowledge and encourage active participation in natural history conservation and research efforts.

Community Partnerships and Events

The museum collaborates with local schools, universities, and cultural organizations to expand its
outreach and impact. Special events, such as fossil digs and cultural celebrations, are organized to
engage diverse audiences and promote lifelong learning.

Research and Scientific Contributions

Scientific Research Initiatives

The ldaho Museum of Natural History plays a significant role in regional and national research
projects. Its staff and affiliated researchers conduct studies in paleontology, anthropology, and
geology that contribute to the broader scientific understanding of the Intermountain West. The
museum’s collections serve as invaluable resources for ongoing research and discovery.

Collaborations with Academic Institutions

Partnerships with Idaho State University and other academic entities enable collaborative research,
internships, and training opportunities. These collaborations help bridge the gap between academic
research and public education, enriching both scientific inquiry and community engagement.

Publication and Dissemination of Knowledge

The museum actively publishes research findings and participates in conferences, ensuring that new
knowledge generated through its collections and studies reaches the scientific community and the
public. These efforts reinforce the museum’s standing as a reputable center for natural history
scholarship.



Visitor Information and Facilities

Location and Hours

The ldaho Museum of Natural History is conveniently located on the campus of Idaho State University
in Pocatello. It is accessible to both local residents and travelers exploring the region. The museum
maintains regular operating hours throughout the week, with special hours during holidays and
events.

Visitor Amenities

The museum offers a range of amenities to enhance the visitor experience. These include accessible
exhibit spaces, a gift shop featuring educational materials and souvenirs, and a research library
available by appointment. The facility is designed to accommodate visitors of all ages and abilities.

Admission and Group Visits

Admission fees are structured to encourage widespread access, with discounts available for students,
seniors, and groups. Educational institutions can arrange group visits with advance scheduling to
ensure tailored experiences and guided tours.

Tips for Visitors

* Check the museum'’s official schedule for special exhibits and events before planning a visit
¢ Allow at least two hours to fully explore the permanent and temporary exhibits
e Participate in educational programs to maximize learning opportunities

e Utilize quided tours for in-depth understanding of the collections

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main exhibits at the Idaho Museum of Natural
History?

The Idaho Museum of Natural History features exhibits on regional archaeology, paleontology,
geology, and natural history, including dinosaur fossils, Native American artifacts, and displays about
the Snake River Plain.



Where is the Idaho Museum of Natural History located?

The Idaho Museum of Natural History is located on the campus of Idaho State University in Pocatello,
Idaho.

What are the opening hours of the ldaho Museum of Natural
History?
The museum is typically open Tuesday through Saturday from 10 AM to 5 PM, and closed on Sundays

and Mondays. Hours may vary on holidays, so checking the official website before visiting is
recommended.

Are there any special events or programs at the Idaho
Museum of Natural History?

Yes, the museum hosts a variety of special events, educational programs, workshops, and temporary
exhibits throughout the year aimed at engaging visitors of all ages.

Is the Idaho Museum of Natural History suitable for children?

Absolutely, the museum offers interactive exhibits and educational programs designed to be family-
friendly and engaging for children.

How much does it cost to visit the Idaho Museum of Natural
History?
Admission prices are generally affordable, often with free entry for Idaho State University students

and children under a certain age. It's best to check the museum’s website for the most current
admission fees.

Can visitors participate in fossil digs or archaeological
activities at the ldaho Museum of Natural History?

The museum occasionally offers volunteer opportunities and special programs where visitors can
learn about paleontology and archaeology, including supervised fossil digs or artifact handling
sessions.

Does the ldaho Museum of Natural History have a gift shop?

Yes, the museum features a gift shop where visitors can purchase educational books, souvenirs, and
unique items related to natural history and regional culture.

How can | support or donate to the Idaho Museum of Natural
History?

Supporters can donate online through the museum’s website, become members, or participate in
fundraising events to help support the museum'’s exhibits, research, and educational programs.



Additional Resources

1. Exploring the Idaho Museum of Natural History: A Comprehensive Guide

This book offers an in-depth look at the exhibits and collections housed within the Idaho Museum of
Natural History. It provides visitors with detailed descriptions of the museum’s key displays, including
paleontology, anthropology, and regional natural history. Richly illustrated, it serves as both a
guidebook and an educational resource.

2. Fossils of Idaho: Discoveries from the Idaho Museum of Natural History

Focusing on the museum’s extensive fossil collection, this book explores the prehistoric life that once
inhabited the region. It highlights significant paleontological finds and explains their importance in
understanding Idaho’s ancient ecosystems. This volume is perfect for fossil enthusiasts and students
alike.

3. Cultural Treasures of Idaho: Artifacts and Stories from the Museum of Natural History

Delve into the rich cultural heritage of Idaho through the museum’s anthropological exhibits. This
book showcases Native American artifacts, early settler items, and historical narratives that reveal
the diverse human history of the area. It provides context and background to the museum’s cultural
collections.

4. Wildlife of the Gem State: Natural History Exhibits at the Idaho Museum

Highlighting the flora and fauna of Idaho, this book complements the museum’s natural history
exhibits. It features detailed descriptions and photographs of native species, their habitats, and
ecological significance. Readers gain a greater appreciation for Idaho’s biodiversity and conservation
efforts.

5. Geology of Idaho: Insights from the Museum of Natural History

This volume explores Idaho’s unique geological formations as presented in the museum’s exhibits. It
explains the state’s volcanic activity, mountain-building processes, and mineral resources. The book is
designed for geology students, educators, and curious readers interested in earth sciences.

6. Interactive Learning at the Idaho Museum of Natural History

Focusing on the educational programs and interactive exhibits, this book highlights how the museum
engages visitors of all ages. It discusses hands-on activities, workshops, and special events that
promote learning about natural history in an accessible way. Ideal for educators and families planning
a visit.

1. Preserving the Past: Conservation Efforts at the Idaho Museum of Natural History

This book details the museum’s role in preserving Idaho’s natural and cultural heritage. It covers
conservation techniques, restoration projects, and the challenges faced in maintaining delicate
artifacts and specimens. Readers will appreciate the behind-the-scenes efforts that keep the
museum’s collections intact.

8. Idaho’s Ice Age: Exhibits from the Museum of Natural History

Explore the Ice Age period through the museum’s specialized exhibits focusing on glaciers,
megafauna, and climate changes in Idaho. The book provides scientific insights into how the Ice Age
shaped the region’s landscape and ecosystems. lllustrated with fossil images and reconstructions, it
offers a fascinating glimpse into the past.

9. The Story of the Idaho Museum of Natural History: History and Development
This book traces the founding, growth, and evolution of the Idaho Museum of Natural History. It



highlights key moments, influential figures, and the museum’s expanding role in education and
research. A must-read for those interested in institutional history and museum studies.
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