IDAHO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS

IDAHO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS REPRESENT SOME OF THE MOST IMPORTANT NATURAL RESOURCES DEDICATED TO
CONSERVING WILDLIFE HABITATS AND PROVIDING RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES ACROSS THE GEM STATE. THESE AREAS ARE
CAREFULLY MANAGED TO BALANCE ECOLOGICAL PRESERVATION WITH PUBLIC ACCESS, SUPPORTING A DIVERSE RANGE OF SPECIES
INCLUDING BIG GAME, WATERFOWL, AND UPLAND BIRDS. IDAHO'S VARIED LANDSCAPES—FROM WETLANDS AND RIVER CORRIDORS
TO SAGEBRUSH STEPPE AND FORESTED MOUNTAINS— ARE ENCOMPASSED WITHIN THESE MANAGEMENT ZONES. THIS ARTICLE
EXPLORES THE PURPOSE, KEY LOCATIONS, WILDLIFE SPECIES, AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATED WITH IDAHO WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREAS. ADDITIONALLY, IT HIGHLIGHTS THE CONSERVATION EFFORTS INVOLVED AND PROVIDES GUIDANCE FOR
VISITORS WHO WISH TO EXPERIENCE IDAHO’S UNIQUE NATURAL HERITAGE RESPONSIBLY. UNDERSTANDING THE SCOPE AND
SIGNIFICANCE OF IDAHO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS IS ESSENTIAL FOR APPRECIATING THE STATE’S COMMITMENT TO
SUSTAINABLE WILDLIFE STEW ARDSHIP.
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OVERVIEW OF IDAHO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS

IDAHO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS (\X/MAS) ARE DESIGNATED LANDS MANAGED PRIMARILY FOR WILDLIFE CONSERVATION,
HABITAT RESTORATION, AND PUBLIC RECREATIONAL USE. THESE AREAS ARE OVERSEEN BY THE IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND
GAME, WHICH AIMS TO MAINTAIN HEALTHY POPULATIONS OF NATIVE SPECIES WHILE FACILITATING ACTIVITIES SUCH AS
HUNTING, BIRDWATCHING, AND WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY. COVERING HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF ACRES STATEWIDE, THESE
LANDS OFTEN PROTECT CRUCIAL ECOSYSTEMS THAT HAVE BEEN IMPACTED BY DEVELOPMENT OR AGRICULTURAL USE. THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF WMAS HELPS ENSURE THAT WILDLIFE POPULATIONS REMAIN STABLE OR INCREASE, CONTRIBUTING TO
IDAHO’S BIODIVERSITY AND ECOLOGICAL INTEGRITY.

PurPose AND GOALS

THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF IDAHO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS IS TO CONSERVE AND ENHANCE WILDLIFE HABITATS, WITH AN
EMPHASIS ON SPECIES THAT ARE IMPORTANT FOR HUNTING AND ECOLOGICAL BALANCE. THESE AREAS SERVE TO:

e PROTECT CRITICAL BREEDING, NESTING, AND FEEDING HABITATS

® PROVIDE MIGRATION CORRIDORS AND REFUGE DURING HARSH CONDITIONS
® SUPPORT PUBLIC HUNTING AND WILDLIFE VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES

o CONDUCT SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND HABITAT MONITORING

THROUGH THESE EFFORTS, IbAHO WMAS CONTRIBUTE TO THE SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF THE STATE'S WILDLIFE
RESOURCES.



Key IDAHO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS

IDAHO IS HOME TO NUMEROUS WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS, EACH WITH DISTINCTIVE FEATURES AND SPECIES. SOME OF THE
MOST NOTABLE IDAHO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS INCLUDE:

MARKET LAKE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

LOCATED IN THE SOUTHEAST |IDAHO REGION, MARKET LAKE WMA IS RENOWNED FOR ITS WETLAND HABITATS THAT ATTRACT
MIGRATORY WATERFOWL AND SHOREBIRDS. |T SERVES AS A CRITICAL STOPOVER FOR DUCKS, GEESE, AND CRANES DURING
MIGRATION SEASONS. THE AREA SUPPORTS DIVERSE AQUATIC PLANTS AND PROVIDES EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR
BIRDWATCHING AND WATERFOWL HUNTING.

GrAYS LAke WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

GRAYS LAKE WMA IS ONE OF THE LARGEST WETLAND COMPLEXES IN THE STATE AND IS INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR ITS
IMPORTANCE TO WATERFOWL POPULATIONS. THIS AREA PROVIDES BREEDING GROUNDS FOR SANDHILL CRANES, TUNDRA SWANS,
AND VARIOUS DUCK SPECIES. THE WET MEADOWS AND MARSHES ALSO SUPPORT NUMEROUS OTHER WILDLIFE SPECIES, MAKING IT
A HOTSPOT FOR WILDLIFE ENTHUSIASTS.

CAMBRIDGE W ILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

SITUATED IN WESTERN |DAHO, THE CAMBRIDGE WMA ENCOMPASSES A MIX OF RIPARIAN AND UPLAND HABITATS. IT IS
PARTICULARLY VALUED FOR SAGE-GROUSE CONSERVATION AND OFFERS HABITAT FOR MULE DEER, ELK, AND UPLAND GAME BIRDS.
THIS AREA HIGHLIGHTS IDAHO’S COMMITMENT TO PROTECTING SAGEBRUSH ECOSYSTEMS.

OTHerR NoTABLE WMAS

HARRIS RANCH W/ ILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

NEw SWEDEN W/ ILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

SiLver Creek W ILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

LITTLE Woob WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA

W ILDLIFE AND HABITATS

IDAHO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS PROTECT A WIDE VARIETY OF HABITATS THAT SUPPORT AN EQUALLY DIVERSE ARRAY OF
WILDLIFE SPECIES. THESE HABITATS RANGE FROM WETLANDS AND RIPARIAN ZONES TO SAGEBRUSH STEPPE, GRASSLANDS, AND
FORESTED AREAS. EACH HABITAT TYPE PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN MAINTAINING THE ECOLOGICAL FUNCTIONS NECESSARY FOR
WILDLIFE SURVIVAL.

Bic GAME SPECIES

MANY IDAHO W/MAS PROVIDE CRITICAL HABITAT FOR BIG GAME ANIMALS SUCH AS MULE DEER, WHITE-TAILED DEER, ELK, MOOSE,
AND PRONGHORN ANTELOPE. THESE SPECIES DEPEND ON THE WMAS FOR FEEDING, BREEDING, AND WINTERING GROUNDS. THE
MANAGEMENT OF THESE AREAS OFTEN INCLUDES HABITAT IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS LIKE CONTROLLED BURNS, WATER



DEVELOPMENT, AND INVASIVE SPECIES CONTROL TO ENHANCE FORAGE AVAILABILITY.

W ATERFOWL AND UPLAND BIRDS

WETLAND-FOCUSED WMAS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR WATERFOWL CONSERVATION. SPECIES SUCH AS MALLARDS, CANADA GEESE,
PINTAILS, AND NORTHERN SHOVELERS ARE COMMONLY FOUND IN THESE AREAS. UPLAND BIRD SPECIES LIKE SAGE-GROUSE, SHARP-
TAILED GROUSE, AND PHEASANTS ALSO BENEFIT FROM THE HABITAT PROTECTIONS PROVIDED BY W/MAS THAT MAINTAIN NATIVE
VEGETATION AND OPEN LANDSCAPES.

OTHErR W ILDLIFE

BeYoND GAME SPECIES, IDAHO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS SUPPORT A BROAD SPECTRUM OF ANIMALS INCLUDING BEAVERS,
OTTERS, SONGBIRDS, RAPTORS, AMPHIBIANS, AND REPTILES. MAINTAINING DIVERSE ECOSYSTEMS WITHIN THE WMAS HELPS
PRESERVE THIS BIODIVERSITY AND SUPPORTS ECOSYSTEM HEALTH.

ReCREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

IDAHO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS OFFER NUMEROUS RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR OUTDOOR ENTHUSIASTS. THESE
OPPORTUNITIES ARE DESIGNED TO BE COMPATIBLE WITH CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES, ALLOWING THE PUBLIC TO ENJOY NATURE
WHILE MINIMIZING IMPACTS ON WILDLIFE.

HUNTING

HUNTING IS A PRIMARY USE OF MANY W/MAS AND IS REGULATED TO ENSURE SUSTAINABLE WILDLIFE POPULATIONS. SPECIES
AVAILABLE FOR HUNTING INCLUDE WATERFOWL, UPLAND GAME BIRDS, BIG GAME, AND SMALL GAME. SPECIFIC SEASONS AND
REGULATIONS VARY BY AREA AND SPECIES AND ARE ENFORCED BY IDAHO FISH AND GAME.

BIRDWATCHING AND WILDLIFE VIEWING

FOR NON-CONSUMPTIVE USERS, IpAHO WMAS PROVIDE EXCELLENT BIRDWATCHING AND WILDLIFE VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES.
MANY WMAS HAVE OBSERVATION BLINDS, INTERPRETIVE SIGNS, AND ACCESSIBLE TRAILS TO ENHANCE VISITOR EXPERIENCES.
MIGRATORY BIRD SEASONS ARE PARTICULARLY POPULAR TIMES FOR WILDLIFE VIEWING.

PHOTOGRAPHY AND NATURE STUDY

NATURALISTS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS FREQUENT W/MAS TO CAPTURE IDAHO’S SCENIC LANDSCAPES AND DIVERSE WILDLIFE. THE
VARIED HABITATS AND ABUNDANT SPECIES MAKE THESE AREAS IDEAL FOR EDUCATIONAL AND ARTISTIC PURSUITS RELATED TO
NATURE.

CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT OF IDAHO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS INVOLVES A COMBINATION OF HABITAT RESTORATION, SPECIES
MONITORING, AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT. THESE PRACTICES ENSURE THAT THE ECOLOGICAL INTEGRITY OF THE AREAS IS
MAINTAINED FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.



HABITAT RESTORATION

RESTORATION EFFORTS MAY INCLUDE PLANTING NATIVE VEGETATION, CONTROLLING INVASIVE SPECIES, RESTORING WETLANDS,
AND IMPROVING WATER QUALITY. THESE ACTIVITIES HELP TO RECREATE OR MAINTAIN CONDITIONS FAVORABLE TO NATIVE
\WILDLIFE POPULATIONS.

\WILDLIFE MONITORING

REGULAR SURVEYS AND RESEARCH PROJECTS MONITOR POPULATION TRENDS, HEALTH, AND HABITAT USE OF KEY SPECIES. DATA
COLLECTED INFORMS ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES AND ENSURES THAT CONSERVATION GOALS ARE BEING MET.

PusLic EDucATION AND OUTREACH

IpAHO FISH AND GAME PROVIDES EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS AND MATERIALS TO INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS ABOUT THE
IMPORTANCE OF WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS. OUTREACH EFFORTS PROMOTE RESPONSIBLE RECREATION AND STEW ARDSHIP
AMONG VISITORS.

VISITING IDAHO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS

VISITORS TO IDAHO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS SHOULD PREPARE BY UNDERSTANDING THE RULES AND REGULATIONS DESIGNED
TO PROTECT WILDLIFE AND HABITATS. ACCESS IS GENERALLY OPEN TO THE PUBLIC YEAR-ROUND, BUT SOME AREAS MAY HAVE
SEASONAL RESTRICTIONS OR REQUIRE PERMITS FOR CERTAIN ACTIVITIES.

GUIDELINES FOR VISITORS

® RESPECT POSTED SIGNS AND BOUNDARIES

® PRACTICE ETHICAL WILDLIFE VIEWING AND HUNTING
e PACK OUT ALL TRASH AND MINIMIZE DISTURBANCE
® STAY ON DESIGNATED TRAILS AND ROADS

e OBSERVE SEASONAL CLOSURES AND PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

RecoMMENDED GEAR AND SAFETY

APPROPRIATE CLOTHING, WATER, NAVIGATION TOOLS, AND KNOWLEDGE OF THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT ENHANCE VISITOR SAFETY
AND ENJOYMENT. \W/ILDLIFE ENCOUNTERS SHOULD BE APPROACHED WITH CAUTION AND RESPECT FOR ANIMAL BEHAVIOR AND
HABITAT.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT ARE IDAHO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS (WMAS)?

IDAHO W/ILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AReAS (\WMAS) ARE DESIGNATED PUBLIC LANDS MANAGED BY THE IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF FISH



AND GAME TO CONSERVE WILDLIFE HABITAT AND PROVIDE RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES SUCH AS HUNTING, FISHING,
BIRDWATCHING, AND HIKING.

How MANY W ILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS ARE THERE IN IDAHO?

IDAHO HAS OVER 30 WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE STATE, EACH OFFERING UNIQUE HABITATS AND
WILDLIFE SPECIES FOR CONSERVATION AND PUBLIC ENJOYMENT.

\WHAT TYPES OF WILDLIFE CAN BE SEEN IN IDAHO WMAS?

IbAHO WMAS ARE HOME TO A VARIETY OF WILDLIFE INCLUDING DEER, ELK, MOOSE, WATERFOWL, UPLAND GAME BIRDS, AND
NUMEROUS SMALL MAMMALS AND FISH SPECIES, DEPENDING ON THE SPECIFIC AREA AND HABITAT.

ARE THERE ANY REGULATIONS VISITORS MUST FOLLOW IN IDAHO W/ ILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREAS?

YES/ VISITORS TO IDAHO WMAS MUST ADHERE TO REGULATIONS SUCH AS SEASONAL HUNTING AND FISHING RULES,
RESTRICTIONS ON MOTORIZED VEHICLE USE, CAMPING POLICIES, AND GUIDELINES TO PROTECT WILDLIFE AND HABITAT INTEGRITY.

CAN YOU HUNT AND FISH IN IDAHO W ILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS?

YES, HUNTING AND FISHING ARE PERMITTED IN MANY IDAHO \X/MAS, FOLLOWING STATE REGULATIONS AND SEASONS SET BY THE
IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME TO ENSURE SUSTAINABLE WILDLIFE POPULATIONS.

How CAN | FIND INFORMATION ABOUT SPECIFIC IDAHO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS?

INFORMATION ABOUT SPECIFIC IDAHO \X/MAS, INCLUDING MAPS, ACCESS POINTS, PERMITTED ACTIVITIES, AND CURRENT
CONDITIONS, CAN BE FOUND ON THE IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME WEBSITE OR BY CONTACTING THEIR OFFICES
DIRECTLY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. WiLoLiFE MANAGEMENT IN IDAHO: PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES

THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE COVERS THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT SPECIFICALLY TAILORED TO
IDAHO'S DIVERSE HABITATS. |IT EXPLORES THE STATE'S UNIQUE ECOSYSTEMS AND THE STRATEGIES USED TO MAINTAIN HEALTHY
POPULATIONS OF GAME AND NON-GAME SPECIES. | HE BOOK ALSO ADDRESSES CHALLENGES SUCH AS HABITAT LOSS AND HUMAN-
WILDLIFE CONFLICTS.

2. IpaHOs WiLDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS: A NATURAL LEGACY

FOCUSING ON THE HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF IDAHO’S \W/ILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS (\WMAS), THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS
THE CONSERVATION EFFORTS THAT HAVE PRESERVED VITAL HABITATS. |T INCLUDES DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS OF SEVERAL KEY
W/MAS AND THE SPECIES THEY PROTECT. THE BOOK IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE BALANCE BETWEEN
RECREATION AND CONSERVATION.

3. Bikps of IpAHO's WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS

THIS FIELD GUIDE IS DEDICATED TO THE BIRD SPECIES FOUND WITHIN IDAHO’S \WMAS, OFFERING IDENTIFICATION TIPS,
MIGRATORY PATTERNS, AND HABITAT PREFERENCES. |T EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF THESE AREAS AS CRITICAL STOPOVERS
AND BREEDING GROUNDS FOR MANY BIRD POPULATIONS. PHOTOGRAPHS AND MAPS ENHANCE THE READER’S ABILITY TO SPOT AND
APPRECIATE AVIAN WILDLIFE.

4. MANAGING BiG GAME IN IDAHO’S W/iLDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS

A DETAILED EXAMINATION OF BIG GAME SPECIES SUCH AS ELK, DEER, AND MOOSE WITHIN IDAHO’s WMAS, THIS BOOK DISCUSSES
HABITAT MANAGEMENT, POPULATION MONITORING, AND HUNTING REGULATIONS. |T PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO THE COLLABORATION
BETWEEN WILDLIFE MANAGERS, HUNTERS, AND CONSERVATIONISTS. THE BOOK ALSO COVERS THE IMPACT OF ENVIRONMENTAL



FACTORS ON BIG GAME HEALTH.

5. RipARIAN HABITAT CONSERVATION IN IDAHO’S W/iLDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS

THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE CRITICAL ROLE OF RIPARIAN ZONES IN IDAHO’S W/ MAS, FOCUSING ON WATER QUALITY,
VEGETATION, AND WILDLIFE SUPPORT. |T OUTLINES RESTORATION PROJECTS AND MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES AIMED AT
PRESERVING THESE SENSITIVE ECOSYSTEMS. READERS GAIN AN UNDERSTANDING OF HOW RIPARIAN HEALTH DIRECTLY INFLUENCES
OVERALL BIODIVERSITY.

6. IpAHO’s WETLANDS AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS

EXPLORING THE WETLAND HABITATS WITHIN IDAHO’S WMAS, THIS BOOK DETAILS THE UNIQUE FLORA AND FAUNA THESE AREAS
SUPPORT. |T DISCUSSES THE ECOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE OF WETLANDS FOR WATERFOWL, AMPHIBIANS, AND OTHER SPECIES. T HE
TEXT ALSO COVERS CONSERVATION CHALLENGES SUCH AS INVASIVE SPECIES AND WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT.

7. COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN IDAHO WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS

THIS BOOK EXAMINES THE ROLE OF LOCAL COMMUNITIES, VOLUNTEERS, AND ORGANIZATIONS IN MANAGING AND PROTECTING
IpbAHO’s WMAS. |T SHOWCASES SUCCESSFUL CASE STUDIES OF COLLABORATIVE CONSERVATION EFFORTS AND PUBLIC
OUTREACH PROGRAMS. THE NARRATIVE EMPHASIZES HOW CITIZEN PARTICIPATION ENHANCES WILDLIFE STEW ARDSHIP AND
HABITAT PRESERVATION.

8. IpAHO’s WiLDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS: BALANCING RECREATION AND CONSERVATION

ADDRESSING THE DUAL PURPOSE OF IDAHO’S W/MAS, THIS BOOK EXPLORES HOW RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES LIKE HUNTING,
BIRDWATCHING, AND HIKING COEXIST WITH WILDLIFE CONSERVATION GOALS. |T PROVIDES GUIDELINES FOR MINIMIZING HUMAN
IMPACT WHILE MAXIMIZING OUTDOOR ENJOYMENT. THE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES FUTURE CHALLENGES IN SUSTAINABLE WMA
MANAGEMENT.

9. FLoRA AND FAUNA OF IDAHO’S WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS

THIS ILLUSTRATED GUIDE OFFERS AN OVERVIEW OF THE PLANT AND ANIMAL SPECIES FOUND ACROSS IpAHO’s WMAS. IT
COVERS EVERYTHING FROM COMMON GRASSES AND SHRUBS TO MAMMALS, REPTILES, AND INSECTS. THE BOOK SERVES AS AN
ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR NATURALISTS, STUDENTS, AND ANYONE INTERESTED IN IDAHOS RICH BIODIVERSITY.
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