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identify the components of andrew johnson's plan for presidential reconstruction
is essential to understanding the immediate post-Civil War era in the United States. Andrew
Johnson, who succeeded Abraham Lincoln after his assassination, crafted a presidential
reconstruction plan that sought to reintegrate the Southern states back into the Union with
a set of specific terms and conditions. This plan was marked by leniency towards the South,
aiming to restore their status quickly while balancing the demands of the Union and the
newly freed African American population. This article will explore the crucial facets of
Johnson’s approach, including his policies on state readmission, pardons, and the treatment
of freed slaves. It will also examine the political and social implications of his strategy,
contrasting it with Congressional Reconstruction efforts. By analyzing these components in
detail, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of the complexities and
controversies surrounding presidential reconstruction during this critical period of American
history.
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Overview of Andrew Johnson's Presidential
Reconstruction
Andrew Johnson's presidential reconstruction plan emerged after the conclusion of the Civil
War as a blueprint to reunify the fractured nation. His approach was shaped by his Southern
roots and his commitment to a rapid restoration of the Union without extensive federal
intervention. Johnson aimed to restore the Southern states swiftly by implementing
moderate measures that prioritized state sovereignty and minimized federal oversight.
Unlike the more radical factions in Congress, Johnson’s plan emphasized forgiveness and
the quick reinstatement of Southern governments under certain conditions. Understanding
this overview sets the stage to identify the components of Andrew Johnson’s plan for
presidential reconstruction in detail.



Key Components of Johnson's Reconstruction
Plan
The plan devised by Andrew Johnson consisted of several defining components that
directed the process of rebuilding the Union. These elements underscored his vision for
reconciliation and limited federal involvement, which distinguished his approach from
Congressional Reconstruction. The major components included a requirement for Southern
states to repeal secession ordinances, abolish slavery, and repudiate Confederate war
debts. Johnson also insisted on the appointment of provisional governors to oversee the
creation of new state constitutions. These foundational requirements were intended to
establish legal and political frameworks that could facilitate the reintegration of the
Southern states into the Union.

Repeal of Secession Ordinances
A fundamental component of Johnson's plan was the demand that Southern states formally
repeal their ordinances of secession. States were required to nullify the declarations that
had legitimized their break from the Union during the Civil War. This step was critical to
restoring the legal status of these states within the United States and was seen by Johnson
as a gesture of loyalty to the federal government.

Abolition of Slavery
Johnson mandated that Southern states abolish slavery as part of their reintegration. This
was in accordance with the recently ratified Thirteenth Amendment, which abolished
slavery nationwide. While Johnson supported emancipation, his enforcement of this
component was often inconsistent, reflecting his lenient stance towards former
Confederates.

Repudiation of Confederate Debts
Another important component was that the Southern states had to repudiate all debts
incurred by their governments during the Confederacy. Johnson’s plan aimed to ensure that
the federal government and loyal citizens were not financially responsible for the rebellion's
costs.

Appointment of Provisional Governors
Johnson appointed provisional governors in the Southern states to oversee the restructuring
of state governments. These governors were responsible for organizing conventions to draft
new constitutions that complied with the terms of reconstruction. This component was
intended to facilitate a smooth transition back into the Union under terms acceptable to the
federal government.



Policies on Pardons and Amnesty
One of the most controversial aspects of Johnson’s presidential reconstruction was his
policy on pardons and amnesty. His approach was notably lenient toward former
Confederates, granting widespread pardons that restored political rights to many
individuals who had supported the rebellion. This policy played a significant role in shaping
the post-war political landscape of the South and affected the progress of reconstruction.

General Amnesty Proclamation
In May 1865, Johnson issued a proclamation offering amnesty to most former Confederates
who would take an oath of loyalty to the United States. This amnesty restored property
rights and political privileges, excluding only high-ranking Confederate officials and wealthy
planters, who had to apply for individual pardons.

Individual Pardons for Excluded Groups
High-ranking Confederate leaders and wealthy citizens owning property valued at more
than $20,000 were excluded from the general amnesty. Johnson required these individuals
to apply directly to the president for pardons. This policy allowed Johnson to control the
reintegration of influential Southerners selectively, though in practice, many were pardoned
rapidly.

Political Consequences of Pardons
The broad use of pardons allowed many former Confederates to regain political power
quickly. This led to the election of governments in Southern states that often resisted
efforts to extend civil rights to freedmen and to implement reforms. Johnson’s leniency thus
contributed to the rise of "Black Codes" and other restrictive laws aimed at maintaining
white supremacy.

Approach to Southern States' Readmission
Andrew Johnson’s plan outlined a clear process for Southern states to be readmitted into
the Union. This process was designed to be expedient and to restore state governments
that were loyal to the United States, but it lacked strong protections for newly freed African
Americans or provisions for widespread social reform.

State Conventions and New Constitutions
Johnson required Southern states to convene constitutional conventions to draft new state
constitutions. These constitutions had to abolish slavery and repudiate secession but did
not necessarily guarantee civil rights to freed slaves. The conventions were often
dominated by white Southern elites who sought to restore their pre-war social order.



Ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment
Ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment was a prerequisite for readmission under
Johnson’s plan. This amendment formally abolished slavery throughout the United States
and was an essential legal step in reconstructing the Southern states' governments.

Election of Representatives to Congress
After completing the above steps, Southern states could elect representatives and senators
to Congress. Johnson believed that once these conditions were met, the states deserved full
political reintegration without additional federal oversight.

Treatment of Freed Slaves and Civil Rights
Andrew Johnson’s presidential reconstruction plan was criticized for its insufficient
protection of the rights of freed African Americans. Although slavery was abolished, the
plan did not provide strong federal measures to secure civil rights or political equality for
former slaves, which had significant social and political ramifications.

Limited Support for African American Rights
Johnson’s policies largely ignored the needs of freed slaves for legal protection, education,
and economic opportunity. His opposition to the Freedmen’s Bureau and civil rights
legislation reflected his belief in limited federal intervention and states’ rights.

Emergence of Black Codes
In the absence of federal enforcement, many Southern states enacted Black Codes that
severely restricted the freedoms of African Americans. These laws curtailed voting rights,
limited employment opportunities, and enforced racial segregation, undermining the
progress of emancipation.

Resistance to Civil Rights Legislation
Johnson vetoed key civil rights bills aimed at protecting freedmen, including the Civil Rights
Act of 1866. His vetoes were overridden by Congress, marking a significant conflict
between the president and the legislative branch over the direction of Reconstruction.

Political and Social Implications of the Plan
The components of Andrew Johnson’s plan for presidential reconstruction had profound
political and social consequences. His lenient policies toward the South and limited
protection for freed slaves contributed to mounting tensions between the presidency and



Congress, ultimately shaping the course of Reconstruction and American history.

Conflict with Radical Republicans
Johnson’s approach was sharply opposed by Radical Republicans in Congress who
demanded stronger protections for African Americans and harsher terms for Southern
states’ reintegration. This conflict led to Congressional Reconstruction, which imposed more
stringent requirements and federal oversight.

Impact on Southern Society
The restoration of political power to former Confederates under Johnson’s plan allowed the
reestablishment of white-dominated governments. This resulted in the institutionalization of
racial discrimination and the marginalization of African Americans in the South for decades.

Legacy of Presidential Reconstruction
While Andrew Johnson’s plan succeeded in quickly restoring the Union, it failed to address
the fundamental social and racial issues arising from slavery and the war. The shortcomings
of his reconstruction strategy set the stage for continued division and conflict during the
Reconstruction era.

Repeal of Secession Ordinances

Abolition of Slavery

Repudiation of Confederate Debts

Appointment of Provisional Governors

General Amnesty and Pardons

New Constitutions and Ratification of the 13th Amendment

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main components of Andrew Johnson's
plan for Presidential Reconstruction?
Andrew Johnson's plan for Presidential Reconstruction included the rapid restoration of the
Southern states to the Union with minimal requirements, such as the abolition of slavery
and repudiation of secession, but it offered leniency towards former Confederates and did



not protect the rights of freed African Americans.

How did Andrew Johnson's plan address the issue of
former Confederate leaders?
Johnson's plan offered pardons and restoration of property (except slaves) to most former
Confederates who took an oath of loyalty, but it excluded high-ranking Confederate officials
and wealthy plantation owners, though they could apply for individual pardons.

Did Andrew Johnson's plan require Southern states to
grant voting rights to freed slaves?
No, Johnson's plan did not require Southern states to grant voting rights or political equality
to freed African Americans, which led to the enactment of Black Codes that restricted the
rights of former slaves.

What was the role of the 13th Amendment in Andrew
Johnson's Reconstruction plan?
Johnson required Southern states to abolish slavery and ratify the 13th Amendment as a
condition for readmission to the Union under his Presidential Reconstruction plan.

How did the Southern states respond to Andrew
Johnson's Reconstruction plan?
Many Southern states quickly complied with Johnson's lenient terms, holding conventions to
repeal secession, abolish slavery, and elect new governments, but many enacted Black
Codes that limited the freedoms of African Americans.

Why was Andrew Johnson's Presidential Reconstruction
plan controversial?
Johnson's plan was controversial because it was seen as too lenient toward the South, failed
to protect the rights of freed slaves, and allowed former Confederates to regain power,
leading to conflict with Radical Republicans in Congress.

Additional Resources
1. Andrew Johnson and the Politics of Reconstruction
This book offers a comprehensive examination of Andrew Johnson’s approach to
presidential reconstruction following the Civil War. It delves into his policies aimed at
quickly restoring the Southern states to the Union while opposing radical changes to social
and political structures. The author highlights Johnson’s lenient terms for Confederate
states and his clashes with Congress.

2. Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877 by Eric Foner



Eric Foner provides a detailed analysis of the entire Reconstruction era, with significant
focus on Andrew Johnson’s presidential plan. The book explores Johnson’s components such
as the rapid restoration of Southern governments, the issuance of pardons, and his
resistance to civil rights legislation. It contextualizes his policies within the broader political
and social struggles of the time.

3. The Impeachment of Andrew Johnson
This book centers on the political fallout from Johnson’s Reconstruction plan. It explains how
his leniency toward the South and vetoes of key legislation led to his impeachment.
Readers gain insight into the specific elements of his plan that sparked conflict with Radical
Republicans.

4. Andrew Johnson: A Biography
A detailed biography that traces Andrew Johnson’s life and presidency, focusing on his
Reconstruction policies. The book outlines the components of his plan, including his
approach to pardons, the restoration of property (excluding slaves), and opposition to the
Fourteenth Amendment. It places Johnson’s policies within the context of his personal
beliefs and political background.

5. Presidential Reconstruction and the Road to Civil Rights
This work analyzes the initial phase of Reconstruction under Andrew Johnson, emphasizing
his strategies to reintegrate the Southern states with minimal federal intervention. It
discusses his framework for presidential reconstruction, including the quick restoration of
political rights to former Confederates and the exclusion of freedmen from political
participation.

6. The Struggle for Equality: Andrew Johnson and Reconstruction Politics
The book examines the political struggle surrounding Johnson’s Reconstruction plan,
highlighting the components that prioritized rapid reconciliation over racial equality. It
details Johnson’s opposition to the Freedmen’s Bureau and civil rights legislation, and how
his policies shaped the post-war South’s social and political landscape.

7. Rebuilding the Union: Andrew Johnson’s Reconstruction Plan in Historical Perspective
This book provides a critical analysis of Johnson’s Reconstruction strategy, focusing on its
goals, implementation, and consequences. It breaks down the plan’s key components such
as the Proclamation of Amnesty and Pardon, restoration of property (except slaves), and
the establishment of new Southern governments loyal to the Union.

8. Johnson and the Restoration of the South
Focusing specifically on Andrew Johnson’s efforts to restore the Southern states, this book
details the components of his Reconstruction plan. It explores his policies on pardons, state
government formation, and his clashes with Congress over civil rights issues. The book also
assesses the effectiveness and limitations of his approach.

9. The Politics of Reconstruction: Andrew Johnson and the Aftermath of the Civil War
This book provides an in-depth look at the political environment during Johnson’s
presidency and how his Reconstruction plan reflected his vision for reunification. It
discusses the key elements of his plan, including leniency toward former Confederates,
rejection of Black suffrage, and resistance to Congressional Reconstruction efforts. The
book offers insights into the broader implications of his policies on American history.
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