
ielts exam how long
ielts exam how long is a common question among candidates preparing for the International
English Language Testing System (IELTS). Understanding the total duration of the IELTS test is
crucial for effective time management and preparation. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of the IELTS exam structure, detailing how long each section takes and what candidates
can expect on test day. Additionally, it explains differences in duration between the Academic and
General Training versions, as well as tips on how to manage time efficiently during the exam.
Whether you are taking the IELTS for study, work, or migration purposes, knowing the exact length
and format of the test will help reduce anxiety and improve performance. This guide also addresses
common queries related to the IELTS timing, such as breaks between sections and speaking test
scheduling. Read on to gain a clear understanding of the IELTS exam how long it lasts and how to
prepare accordingly.
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Overview of the IELTS Exam Duration
The IELTS exam is designed to assess English language proficiency across four key skills: Listening,
Reading, Writing, and Speaking. The total duration of the IELTS test varies slightly depending on
the module taken, but it typically lasts about 2 hours and 45 minutes. This includes all sections
except the speaking test, which may be scheduled on the same day or within a week before or after
the other sections. Understanding the overall timeframe helps candidates prepare mentally and
physically for the test day. The IELTS exam how long question often arises because time
management plays a critical role in achieving a desirable band score. Candidates must be aware of
how long each section takes and how the exam is structured to optimize their performance.

Duration of Each IELTS Section
The IELTS exam consists of four main sections, each with a specific time allocation. The Listening,
Reading, and Writing sections are completed in one continuous session without breaks, while the
Speaking section is conducted separately. Knowing the duration of each part helps candidates pace
themselves and avoid running out of time.



Listening Section Duration
The Listening section lasts approximately 30 minutes. During this time, candidates listen to four
recorded monologues and conversations. They answer 40 questions designed to test various
listening skills such as understanding main ideas, specific factual information, and speaker opinions.
The 30-minute duration is followed by an additional 10 minutes where candidates transfer their
answers to the answer sheet.

Reading Section Duration
The Reading section is allotted 60 minutes. It consists of 40 questions based on three long reading
passages. The content varies between the Academic and General Training versions, but the timing
remains consistent. Candidates must manage their time carefully, as the texts can be lengthy and
complex, requiring efficient reading and comprehension strategies.

Writing Section Duration
The Writing section also lasts 60 minutes and includes two tasks. Task 1 requires candidates to
describe or summarize visual information (Academic) or write a letter (General Training), while Task
2 involves writing an essay in response to a point of view, argument, or problem. Effective time
allocation between the two tasks is essential to complete both adequately within the hour.

Speaking Section Duration
The Speaking test typically lasts 11 to 14 minutes. It is a face-to-face interview with an examiner and
is divided into three parts: an introduction and interview, a short speech, and a discussion. This
section is often scheduled separately from the other three sections, either on the same day or within
a week before or after the main test date.

Differences Between Academic and General Training
IELTS Duration
While the overall IELTS exam how long is similar for both Academic and General Training modules,
there are subtle differences in the content and format of the Reading and Writing sections. These
differences impact the nature of the tasks but not the time allocated.

Reading Section Differences
In the Academic module, the Reading section contains three long texts taken from books, journals,
and newspapers, focusing on academic topics. In contrast, the General Training Reading section
includes extracts from books, magazines, newspapers, notices, advertisements, and company
handbooks. Despite these content variations, both versions allot 60 minutes for the Reading section.



Writing Section Differences
The Writing tasks vary between Academic and General Training modules. Academic candidates write
a report based on visual data for Task 1 and an academic essay for Task 2. General Training
candidates write a letter in Task 1 and a short essay in Task 2. The total time for writing remains 60
minutes for both versions.

Timing and Scheduling of the Speaking Test
The Speaking test is unique in that it is often scheduled separately from the other three sections of
the IELTS exam. This flexibility allows test centers to manage candidate flow and resources
effectively.

Speaking Test Scheduling Options
The Speaking test can be scheduled:

On the same day as the Listening, Reading, and Writing sections, either before or after them

Up to seven days before the main exam date

Up to seven days after the main exam date

Candidates receive their speaking test appointment details when registering for the exam. Knowing
the speaking test timing helps candidates prepare accordingly and reduces stress on test day.

Duration and Format of the Speaking Test
The Speaking test lasts approximately 11 to 14 minutes and is conducted by a trained examiner in a
one-on-one interview format. It consists of three parts: an introduction and general questions, a
short speech on a given topic, and a two-way discussion related to the speech. This structure
assesses fluency, coherence, vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation.

Tips for Managing Time During the IELTS Exam
Effective time management is critical for success in the IELTS exam. Candidates must be aware of
the time constraints for each section and develop strategies to complete tasks efficiently.

General Time Management Strategies

Practice under timed conditions: Simulate exam conditions during practice sessions to1.
build familiarity with the time limits.



Allocate time per question: Especially in the Reading and Listening sections, divide the total2.
time by the number of questions to maintain pace.

Prioritize tasks: In the Writing section, spend more time on Task 2, as it carries more weight3.
in scoring.

Use the answer transfer time wisely: In the Listening section, use the extra 10 minutes to4.
carefully transfer answers to avoid careless mistakes.

Stay calm and focused: Avoid rushing, which can lead to errors, and maintain steady5.
progress throughout the exam.

Specific Tips for Each Section

Listening: Read questions before listening, and highlight keywords to anticipate answers.

Reading: Skim and scan texts to locate answers quickly, and avoid spending too long on
difficult questions.

Writing: Plan your responses briefly before writing, and allocate time to review your work.

Speaking: Practice speaking clearly and coherently within the time limits of each part.

Frequently Asked Questions

How long is the IELTS exam in total?
The total duration of the IELTS exam is approximately 2 hours and 45 minutes.

How long does the IELTS Listening section last?
The Listening section of the IELTS exam lasts about 30 minutes, plus an additional 10 minutes to
transfer answers.

How long is the IELTS Reading section?
The Reading section of the IELTS exam lasts 60 minutes.

How much time is allocated for the IELTS Writing section?
The Writing section of the IELTS exam lasts 60 minutes.



How long does the IELTS Speaking test take?
The Speaking test lasts between 11 to 14 minutes and is usually conducted on a different day or
after the other sections.

Is the IELTS exam completed in one day or multiple days?
The IELTS exam can be completed in one day for the Listening, Reading, and Writing sections, while
the Speaking test may be scheduled on the same day or up to a week before or after.

Additional Resources
1. The Official Cambridge Guide to IELTS
This comprehensive guide covers all four sections of the IELTS exam: Listening, Reading, Writing,
and Speaking. It offers practical tips, detailed explanations, and practice tests designed by the test
creators. The book is ideal for learners aiming to understand the exam format thoroughly and
improve their test-taking strategies.

2. IELTS Trainer Six Practice Tests with Answers
This book provides six full practice tests with detailed answers and audio scripts. It helps candidates
familiarize themselves with the timing and pacing required for each section of the IELTS exam.
Additionally, it includes useful strategies to tackle common challenges and improve overall
performance.

3. Target Band 7: IELTS Academic Module - How to Maximize Your Score
Aimed at achieving a band score of 7 or higher, this book offers effective techniques and sample
answers for each IELTS section. It focuses on time management and maximizing scores through
strategic preparation. The practical advice makes it suitable for self-study or classroom use.

4. IELTS Advantage: Writing Skills
This book specializes in enhancing writing skills specific to the IELTS test. It breaks down task types
and provides step-by-step guidance on structuring essays and reports. With model answers and
practice exercises, it helps learners improve both speed and accuracy in writing.

5. IELTS Speaking Masterclass
Focused solely on the speaking section, this book offers tips to build confidence and fluency. It
includes sample questions, answer templates, and strategies to handle tricky topics within the
limited speaking time. Ideal for those looking to boost their speaking scores efficiently.

6. IELTS Reading Strategies for Success
This guide targets the reading section and teaches effective skimming, scanning, and time
management techniques. It helps candidates tackle difficult question types and improve reading
speed. The book includes practice passages and answers to track progress.

7. Collins IELTS Practice Tests
Featuring authentic practice tests, this book provides a realistic simulation of the IELTS exam
environment. It emphasizes time constraints and exam conditions to enhance test readiness.
Detailed answer explanations help learners understand mistakes and avoid them in the future.



8. IELTS Writing Band 9 Essays
This collection showcases high-scoring essays for both Task 1 and Task 2 writing sections. It
analyzes key features of band 9 responses and teaches how to achieve coherence, vocabulary range,
and grammatical accuracy under time pressure. The book is a valuable resource for advanced
learners aiming for top scores.

9. Mastering IELTS Time Management
Dedicated to the crucial skill of managing time during the exam, this book offers practical advice
and timed practice exercises for all four IELTS sections. It helps candidates develop a pacing
strategy to complete tasks efficiently without sacrificing quality. Perfect for those who struggle with
finishing the exam on time.
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