
ignition coil ohms test
ignition coil ohms test is an essential diagnostic procedure used to determine the electrical
resistance of an ignition coil. This test helps identify whether the coil is functioning correctly or if it
requires replacement. Ignition coils are crucial components in an internal combustion engine's
ignition system, responsible for converting the battery's low voltage to the high voltage needed to
create a spark in the spark plugs. An ignition coil ohms test measures the resistance in the coil's
primary and secondary windings, providing insights into the coil's health and efficiency. Properly
conducting this test can prevent engine misfires, poor fuel economy, and starting problems. This
comprehensive guide covers the purpose, tools, step-by-step procedures, and interpretation of
results involved in an ignition coil ohms test. The article also addresses common issues and tips to
ensure accurate measurements.
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Understanding Ignition Coil and Its Function
The ignition coil is a vital component in a vehicle’s ignition system that transforms the 12-volt power
from the battery into the thousands of volts needed to ignite the air-fuel mixture within the engine
cylinders. It consists of two coils of wire, known as the primary and secondary windings, wrapped
around a magnetic core. The primary winding has fewer turns of thicker wire, while the secondary
winding has thousands of turns of thinner wire. When current flows through the primary winding, it
creates a magnetic field. Interrupting this current causes the magnetic field to collapse rapidly,
inducing a high voltage in the secondary winding. This voltage is then sent to the spark plugs to
ignite the fuel.

Understanding the construction and operation of the ignition coil is crucial to performing an ignition
coil ohms test effectively. The test measures the electrical resistance within these windings, which
can indicate whether the coil is functioning properly or has internal damage such as short circuits or
open circuits. Faulty ignition coils can lead to engine performance issues, including misfires, rough
idling, and difficulty starting.



Tools Required for Ignition Coil Ohms Test
Performing an ignition coil ohms test requires specific tools to ensure accurate and reliable
measurements. The essential tools include a digital multimeter, the vehicle's service manual or
ignition coil specifications, and basic hand tools for coil removal if necessary.

Digital Multimeter: A device capable of measuring resistance in ohms. It should have good
accuracy and a suitable range for low resistance measurements.

Service Manual or Specifications Sheet: Provides the correct resistance values for the
ignition coil’s primary and secondary windings, which vary by vehicle make and model.

Basic Hand Tools: Screwdrivers, wrenches, or sockets may be needed to access and remove
the ignition coil safely from the engine compartment.

Using the proper tools is critical to obtaining precise readings during the ignition coil ohms test and
avoiding damage to the coil or other electrical components.

Step-by-Step Procedure for Conducting the Test
Performing an ignition coil ohms test involves several careful steps to ensure safety and accuracy.
The procedure typically includes testing the resistance of both the primary and secondary windings
of the coil.

Preparation
Before beginning the test, ensure the engine is off and cool to prevent injury. Disconnect the
negative terminal of the battery to avoid electrical shock or short circuits. Locate the ignition coil
using the vehicle manual, and remove it if necessary to access the terminals clearly.

Testing the Primary Coil Resistance
Set the multimeter to the ohms resistance setting. Connect the multimeter probes to the ignition
coil’s primary terminals, usually marked as positive (+) and negative (-) or labeled as terminals 1
and 15. The resistance reading should match the manufacturer’s specified range, commonly
between 0.4 to 2 ohms for most ignition coils. Deviations from this range may indicate a faulty
primary winding.

Testing the Secondary Coil Resistance
Next, measure the resistance between the secondary terminal (often the high-voltage output
terminal connected to the distributor or spark plug wire) and one of the primary terminals. The
expected resistance is significantly higher, typically ranging from 6,000 to 15,000 ohms, depending
on the coil design. An out-of-range reading suggests issues such as winding damage or internal
shorts in the coil.



Reinstallation and Final Checks
After testing, if the coil is deemed functional, reinstall it carefully, reconnect the battery, and start
the engine to verify normal operation.

Interpreting the Results of the Ignition Coil Ohms Test
Understanding the resistance readings obtained during the ignition coil ohms test is essential for
diagnosing coil health. The primary and secondary winding resistances have specific tolerance
ranges, and measurements outside these ranges can indicate various problems.

Normal Resistance Values
Typical resistance values for ignition coils are as follows:

Primary Coil Resistance: Usually between 0.4 to 2 ohms

Secondary Coil Resistance: Typically ranges from 6,000 to 15,000 ohms

These values may vary depending on the vehicle manufacturer and coil design, so always refer to the
vehicle’s service manual for exact specifications.

Abnormal Readings and What They Mean
Low resistance in either winding may indicate a short circuit, causing excessive current flow that
can damage the ignition system. High or infinite resistance usually signifies an open circuit where
the coil wire is broken or disconnected internally, resulting in no spark generation. Both conditions
necessitate coil replacement or further electrical troubleshooting.

Common Issues Detected by Ignition Coil Ohms Testing
The ignition coil ohms test can reveal several common faults that affect vehicle ignition
performance. Identifying these issues early can prevent costly repairs and improve engine reliability.

Shorted Windings: Caused by internal insulation breakdown, leading to low resistance
readings and weak spark output.

Open Windings: Resulting in infinite or very high resistance, indicating a break in the coil
wire and no spark generation.

Corroded or Damaged Terminals: Affecting electrical connectivity and causing inconsistent
resistance readings.

Overheating Damage: Prolonged exposure to high temperatures can degrade coil insulation
and affect resistance values.



Addressing these problems promptly by replacing faulty coils ensures optimal ignition system
performance and prevents engine misfires or stalling.

Safety Precautions and Best Practices
Performing an ignition coil ohms test requires attention to safety and adherence to best practices to
avoid injury or equipment damage.

Disconnect the Battery: Always disconnect the negative battery terminal before testing to
prevent electrical shock or accidental short circuits.

Work in a Well-Ventilated Area: Ensure proper ventilation to avoid inhaling fumes from the
engine or battery.

Use Proper Tools: Utilize a quality digital multimeter and follow the manufacturer’s
instructions for use.

Avoid Testing on Hot Components: Allow the engine and ignition coil to cool down before
testing to prevent burns and inaccurate readings.

Consult Vehicle Manual: Always verify coil resistance specifications to interpret results
accurately.

Adhering to these precautions facilitates safe and effective ignition coil ohms testing and helps
maintain vehicle electrical system integrity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of performing an ignition coil ohms test?
The ignition coil ohms test is performed to measure the resistance of the ignition coil's primary and
secondary windings to ensure they are within manufacturer specifications, which helps diagnose coil
functionality and detect faults.

How do you perform an ignition coil ohms test?
To perform an ignition coil ohms test, use a digital multimeter set to the ohms setting. Measure the
resistance across the primary terminals and then the secondary terminals of the coil, comparing the
readings to the vehicle's service manual specifications.

What are typical resistance values for ignition coil ohms test?
Typical resistance values vary by vehicle, but generally, primary coil resistance ranges from 0.4 to 2
ohms, while secondary coil resistance ranges from 6,000 to 15,000 ohms. Always refer to the
specific vehicle's manual for exact values.



What does a high or low resistance reading indicate in an
ignition coil ohms test?
A high resistance reading may indicate a broken wire or internal damage, while a low resistance
reading could suggest a short circuit within the coil windings. Both conditions can cause misfires or
ignition problems.

Can an ignition coil pass an ohms test but still be faulty?
Yes, an ignition coil can pass the ohms test but still be faulty due to issues like intermittent faults,
insulation breakdown, or problems under load that are not detected by simple resistance
measurements.

Is it necessary to remove the ignition coil for an ohms test?
It is recommended to remove the ignition coil from the vehicle before performing an ohms test to
avoid interference from other components and ensure accurate resistance readings.

What safety precautions should be taken when performing an
ignition coil ohms test?
Ensure the ignition is off and the key is removed, disconnect the battery if necessary to prevent
accidental shocks, and avoid testing the coil while it is connected to power to prevent damage to the
multimeter or injury.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Ignition Coil Testing: A Practical Guide
This book offers a comprehensive overview of ignition coil ohms testing, providing step-by-step
instructions for both beginners and professionals. It covers the theory behind ignition coils, the
significance of resistance measurements, and how to interpret results accurately. Readers will gain
hands-on knowledge of common testing tools and diagnostic techniques to ensure optimal engine
performance.

2. Automotive Ignition Systems: Diagnostics and Repair
Focusing on the broader field of ignition systems, this book dedicates several chapters to testing
ignition coil ohms. It explains the electrical principles involved and guides readers through
troubleshooting common ignition problems. The detailed illustrations and case studies help
mechanics quickly identify faulty coils and improve repair efficiency.

3. Ignition Coil Testing and Troubleshooting Handbook
Designed as a quick-reference manual, this handbook breaks down the process of measuring coil
resistance and interpreting readings in practical settings. It includes charts of standard ohm values
for various coil types and advice on avoiding common testing pitfalls. The book is ideal for
automotive technicians seeking reliable diagnostic methods.

4. Advanced Techniques in Ignition Coil Diagnostics
This advanced resource delves into sophisticated methods for testing ignition coils, including ohms



testing combined with oscilloscope analysis. It discusses the impact of coil resistance on ignition
timing and engine efficiency. Engineers and experienced mechanics will find valuable insights for
enhancing diagnostic accuracy.

5. Fundamentals of Automotive Electrical Systems
While covering the entire electrical system of vehicles, this textbook dedicates a significant section
to ignition coils and their resistance testing. It explains the role of ohm measurements in ensuring
coil health and preventing engine misfires. Ideal for students and trainees, the book blends theory
with practical examples.

6. Troubleshooting Ignition Coils: A Step-by-Step Approach
This guide provides a clear and methodical process for testing ignition coils using ohm meters and
other diagnostic tools. It emphasizes safety precautions and proper test procedures to avoid damage
to components. The straightforward language and illustrative diagrams make it accessible for DIY
enthusiasts and professionals alike.

7. Electric Ignition Systems: Testing and Maintenance
Covering all aspects of electric ignition systems, this book highlights the importance of regular ohms
testing of ignition coils to maintain vehicle reliability. It includes maintenance schedules, testing
techniques, and common symptoms of coil failure. The practical tips assist mechanics in prolonging
coil life and reducing downtime.

8. Ignition Coil Resistance Testing Made Simple
This concise guide demystifies the process of measuring coil resistance, explaining the tools needed
and how to interpret results effectively. It includes troubleshooting flowcharts and comparison
tables for different vehicle models. Perfect for quick learning, it helps readers confidently conduct
ohms tests and diagnose ignition issues.

9. The Complete Guide to Ignition Coil Diagnostics
Offering an in-depth exploration of ignition coil functionality, this book covers ohms testing
alongside other diagnostic methods such as voltage testing and coil pulse examination. It presents
real-world scenarios to illustrate common coil problems and their solutions. Automotive
professionals will benefit from its thorough approach and practical advice.
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