
illinois athletic training licensure

illinois athletic training licensure is a mandatory credential for individuals seeking to practice athletic
training legally within the state. This licensure ensures that athletic trainers meet specific educational,
examination, and professional standards to provide safe and effective care to athletes and active individuals.
Understanding the requirements, application procedures, and continuing education obligations is essential
for aspiring and current athletic trainers in Illinois. This article provides a detailed overview of the Illinois
athletic training licensure process, including eligibility criteria, application steps, renewal protocols, and
regulatory compliance. Additionally, it highlights the role of the Illinois Department of Financial and
Professional Regulation (IDFPR) in managing licensure and enforcement. Readers will gain
comprehensive insight into how to obtain and maintain their Illinois athletic training license, ensuring
adherence to state laws and professional best practices.
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Eligibility Requirements for Illinois Athletic Training Licensure
The foundation of obtaining Illinois athletic training licensure lies in meeting the established eligibility
criteria. Prospective licensees must possess the necessary educational qualifications and clinical experience to
demonstrate competency in athletic training practices. These requirements align with national standards set
by accrediting bodies and ensure that licensed professionals can provide high-quality care.

Educational Background
Applicants must have graduated from an accredited athletic training education program recognized by the
Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education (CAATE). This program typically involves
comprehensive coursework in anatomy, physiology, biomechanics, injury prevention, and rehabilitation



techniques. Completion of a bachelor’s or master’s degree in athletic training or a related field is mandatory.

Clinical Experience
In addition to formal education, candidates must complete supervised clinical experiences to gain practical
skills in real-world settings. These clinical hours are usually integrated within the accredited program and
provide hands-on training under the supervision of licensed athletic trainers. The clinical component
ensures that applicants can effectively assess, treat, and manage athletic injuries.

Good Moral Character
Illinois requires applicants to demonstrate good moral character as part of the licensure process. This
includes disclosing any criminal history or professional disciplinary actions. The Illinois Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR) evaluates this information to ensure the safety and well-
being of the public.

Application Process and Documentation
The application process for Illinois athletic training licensure involves submitting detailed documentation to
the IDFPR and fulfilling all procedural requirements. Timely and accurate submission of materials is
critical to avoid delays in licensure approval.

Application Submission
Applicants must complete the official application form provided by the IDFPR. This form requires personal
information, educational background, clinical experience details, and attestation of compliance with state
laws. The application can often be submitted online or via mail, depending on current procedures
established by the regulatory board.

Required Documentation
Supporting documents must accompany the application, including:

Official transcripts from accredited athletic training programs

Verification of clinical experience hours

Proof of passing the Board of Certification (BOC) examination



Identification documents such as a government-issued ID

Payment of application and licensure fees

Failure to provide complete documentation can result in application denial or processing delays.

Examination and Certification Standards
Passing the nationally recognized Board of Certification (BOC) exam is a critical component of the Illinois
athletic training licensure process. This examination tests the applicant’s knowledge and practical skills
necessary for safe and effective athletic training practice.

Board of Certification (BOC) Examination
The BOC exam evaluates various domains, including injury prevention, clinical evaluation, acute care,
therapeutic interventions, and healthcare administration. Successfully passing this exam demonstrates that
the candidate meets nationally accepted standards for athletic trainers.

Certification Verification
Illinois requires applicants to provide official verification of BOC certification as part of the licensure
application. Maintaining active BOC certification is also necessary for license renewal, ensuring ongoing
competence in the field.

License Renewal and Continuing Education
Maintaining an Illinois athletic training license requires periodic renewal and completion of continuing
education requirements. These measures promote the ongoing professional development and adherence to
current best practices.

Renewal Cycle
Licenses in Illinois must be renewed every two years. The IDFPR sends renewal notifications and outlines
specific requirements that must be fulfilled before the expiration date to avoid penalties or license
suspension.



Continuing Education Requirements
License holders must complete a designated number of continuing education units (CEUs) within each
renewal period. These CEUs must be approved by the BOC or recognized professional organizations and
can include workshops, seminars, online courses, and professional conferences.

Renewal Documentation
Applicants must submit proof of completed CEUs along with the renewal application and associated fees.
Failure to comply with renewal or continuing education requirements may result in disciplinary actions or
loss of licensure.

Scope of Practice and Legal Regulations
The Illinois athletic training licensure defines the legal scope of practice and professional responsibilities for
licensed athletic trainers. Understanding these regulations is essential to ensure compliance and protect
public safety.

Authorized Duties
Licensed athletic trainers in Illinois are authorized to perform injury prevention, assessment, treatment,
and rehabilitation services. They may collaborate with physicians, physical therapists, and other healthcare
professionals to deliver comprehensive care to athletes and active individuals.

Prohibited Activities
The license does not authorize athletic trainers to perform tasks outside their expertise or scope, such as
diagnosis of medical conditions or prescribing medications. Adherence to these limitations is monitored by
the IDFPR to prevent malpractice and safeguard patients.

Professional Conduct
Illinois athletic trainers must comply with ethical standards and state laws governing patient
confidentiality, informed consent, and professional interactions. Violations can lead to disciplinary measures,
including fines, suspension, or revocation of licensure.



Disciplinary Actions and Compliance
The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation oversees compliance and enforces
disciplinary actions against licensed athletic trainers who violate state laws or professional standards.

Common Violations
Disciplinary cases may arise from issues such as unprofessional conduct, fraud, substance abuse, failure to
complete continuing education, or practicing without a valid license. These infractions compromise patient
safety and the integrity of the profession.

Investigation and Penalties
The IDFPR investigates complaints and may hold hearings to determine the validity of allegations.
Depending on the findings, penalties can include reprimands, fines, suspension, or permanent revocation of
the athletic training license.

Maintaining Compliance
Licensed athletic trainers should maintain thorough records, stay current with continuing education, and
adhere strictly to the legal scope of practice. Proactive compliance minimizes the risk of disciplinary action
and supports professional credibility.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Illinois Athletic Training Licensure requirement?
To practice as a licensed athletic trainer in Illinois, individuals must meet educational requirements, pass
the Board of Certification (BOC) exam, and apply for licensure through the Illinois Department of Financial
and Professional Regulation (IDFPR).

How do I apply for an athletic training license in Illinois?
You can apply for an athletic training license in Illinois by submitting an application through the Illinois
Department of Financial and Professional Regulation website, providing proof of education, BOC
certification, and paying the required fees.



What are the continuing education requirements for Illinois athletic
trainers?
Licensed athletic trainers in Illinois must complete 50 hours of continuing education every two years,
including at least 10 hours of evidence-based practice continuing education, to renew their license.

Is the Board of Certification (BOC) exam mandatory for Illinois athletic
training licensure?
Yes, passing the BOC exam is a mandatory requirement for obtaining an athletic training license in Illinois.

Can I practice athletic training in Illinois with a license from another
state?
Illinois does not offer automatic reciprocity for athletic training licenses, so you must apply for licensure by
endorsement and meet Illinois-specific requirements to practice legally.

What is the renewal period for an athletic training license in Illinois?
Athletic training licenses in Illinois must be renewed every two years by submitting a renewal application
and fulfilling continuing education requirements.

Are there any exemptions to licensure for athletic trainers in Illinois?
Certain individuals, such as students performing athletic training under supervision or licensed
professionals practicing within their scope, may be exempt from licensure requirements in Illinois.

Where can I find the Illinois Athletic Training Practice Act and rules?
The Illinois Athletic Training Practice Act and related administrative rules are available on the Illinois
General Assembly website and the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation website.

Additional Resources
1. Illinois Athletic Training Licensure Exam Guide
This comprehensive guide offers detailed coverage of the Illinois athletic training licensure requirements
and exam content. It includes practice questions, exam strategies, and an overview of state-specific laws and
regulations. Perfect for both new graduates and experienced trainers seeking licensure in Illinois.

2. Essentials of Athletic Training: Illinois Edition
Tailored specifically for Illinois athletic trainers, this textbook covers foundational concepts in athletic



training alongside state licensure guidelines. It integrates practical case studies and legal considerations
unique to Illinois. The book is an excellent resource for students and professionals preparing for the
licensure exam.

3. Illinois Athletic Training Law and Ethics Handbook
Focusing on legal and ethical issues in athletic training, this handbook reviews Illinois statutes, rules, and
professional standards. It provides real-world scenarios to help readers understand their responsibilities
under state law. A vital resource for maintaining compliance and practicing ethically in Illinois.

4. Practical Athletic Training Skills for Illinois Professionals
This book emphasizes hands-on skills and best practices aligned with Illinois licensure competencies. It
includes step-by-step instructions, injury assessment techniques, and rehabilitation protocols. Athletes and
trainers will find it useful for meeting state-specific clinical requirements.

5. Illinois Athletic Training Licensure Study Questions and Answers
Designed as a study aid, this book presents hundreds of practice questions modeled after the Illinois
licensure exam. Each question is accompanied by detailed explanations to reinforce learning. It’s an
indispensable tool for exam preparation and self-assessment.

6. State-Specific Athletic Training Regulations: Illinois
This detailed guide delves into the regulatory framework governing athletic training in Illinois. It covers
licensure processes, continuing education mandates, and disciplinary procedures. A must-read for
professionals seeking to stay updated on Illinois athletic training laws.

7. Athletic Training Documentation and Reporting in Illinois
This resource focuses on effective documentation practices required by Illinois law for athletic trainers. It
explains proper record-keeping, injury reporting, and communication with healthcare providers. The book
helps ensure compliance and enhances patient care quality.

8. Continuing Education for Illinois Athletic Trainers
This book outlines the continuing education requirements mandated by Illinois for maintaining athletic
training licensure. It offers guidance on approved courses, documentation, and renewal timelines. Essential
for licensed trainers committed to professional development.

9. Preparing for Illinois Athletic Training Licensure Interviews and Applications
Offering practical advice on the licensure application process, this book guides readers through paperwork,
interviews, and credential verification specific to Illinois. It includes tips on presenting professional
experience and handling common challenges. Ideal for applicants aiming to streamline their licensure
journey.
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