
illinois cna state exam
illinois cna state exam is a critical step for individuals seeking to become
certified nursing assistants in Illinois. This exam evaluates the knowledge
and skills necessary to provide competent and compassionate care to patients
in various healthcare settings. Understanding the exam structure, preparation
strategies, eligibility requirements, and testing procedures is essential for
success. This article provides a comprehensive guide on the Illinois CNA
state exam, covering everything from the application process to the practical
skills evaluation. Whether you are a recent graduate of a CNA training
program or seeking certification renewal, this guide will help you navigate
the process effectively. Below is an overview of the main sections discussed
in this article.

Overview of the Illinois CNA State Exam

Eligibility Requirements

Exam Components and Format

Preparation Tips and Study Resources

Testing Procedures and What to Expect

After the Exam: Certification and Next Steps

Overview of the Illinois CNA State Exam
The Illinois CNA state exam is a mandatory certification test for nursing
assistants who want to work in long-term care facilities, hospitals, and
other healthcare environments within Illinois. The exam is designed to ensure
that candidates possess the necessary knowledge and clinical skills to
deliver safe and effective patient care. Administered by the Illinois
Department of Public Health (IDPH), the exam follows federal and state
regulations, adhering to the requirements of the Nurse Aide Training and
Competency Evaluation Program (NATCEP).

Purpose of the Exam
The primary goal of the Illinois CNA state exam is to assess the competency
of nursing assistant candidates through both written and practical
evaluations. Passing the exam qualifies candidates to be listed on the
Illinois Nurse Aide Registry, which is a prerequisite for employment in
healthcare settings. This ensures that only qualified individuals provide



hands-on care to vulnerable populations.

Regulatory Authority
The Illinois Department of Public Health oversees the administration of the
CNA exam, enforcing compliance with federal guidelines established by the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS). The department also maintains
the Nurse Aide Registry, which tracks certified nursing assistants and their
eligibility to practice in the state.

Eligibility Requirements
Before sitting for the Illinois CNA state exam, candidates must meet specific
eligibility criteria established by the IDPH. These requirements ensure that
applicants have the foundational education and training necessary to succeed
on the exam and perform CNA duties responsibly.

Training Program Completion
Candidates must successfully complete a state-approved Nurse Aide Training
Program. These programs typically include at least 75 hours of classroom
instruction and 16 hours of supervised clinical practice. Completion
certificates from these programs are mandatory to qualify for the exam.

Age and Background Checks
Applicants must be at least 16 years of age to take the exam. Additionally,
all candidates are subject to a criminal background check and fingerprinting
to ensure patient safety and compliance with state laws. Any criminal history
may impact eligibility.

Health and Immunization Requirements
Proof of immunizations and a health screening, including tuberculosis
testing, is often required before enrollment in training programs and prior
to certification. These health prerequisites help prevent the spread of
infectious diseases in healthcare facilities.

Exam Components and Format
The Illinois CNA state exam consists of two main components: a written or
oral knowledge test and a hands-on skills evaluation. Both parts must be
passed to achieve certification.



Written Knowledge Test
The written portion typically contains 60 multiple-choice questions covering
topics such as basic nursing skills, infection control, patient rights, and
safety procedures. For candidates who have difficulty with reading or
language barriers, an oral version of the exam is available, where questions
are read aloud by the examiner.

Skills Evaluation
The skills test requires candidates to demonstrate proficiency in five
randomly selected nursing assistant tasks. These tasks may include vital
signs measurement, bed making, transferring patients, or assisting with
personal hygiene. Candidates must complete each skill according to
standardized procedures within a set time frame.

Scoring Criteria
To pass the Illinois CNA state exam, candidates must achieve a minimum score
on both the knowledge test and the skills evaluation. The exact passing score
may vary but generally requires at least 70% correctness on the written exam
and successful completion of all skill tasks.

Preparation Tips and Study Resources
Proper preparation is critical for success on the Illinois CNA state exam.
Utilizing a combination of study materials, practice exams, and hands-on
training can enhance candidates’ confidence and performance.

Effective Study Strategies
Reviewing the Nurse Aide Candidate Handbook provided by the IDPH is highly
recommended. Candidates should focus on core topics such as infection
control, communication skills, safety, and patient care procedures. Creating
a study schedule and using flashcards or practice tests can improve
retention.

Hands-On Practice
Practical skills are a significant part of the exam, so hands-on practice is
essential. Participating actively in clinical training and rehearsing skills
with peers or instructors can help candidates master the required techniques.



Available Study Resources

State-approved CNA training manuals and textbooks1.

Online practice exams and quizzes tailored to Illinois CNA exam content2.

Video tutorials demonstrating proper nursing assistant procedures3.

Study groups and review classes offered by training programs4.

Testing Procedures and What to Expect
The testing process for the Illinois CNA state exam follows strict protocols
to ensure fairness and accuracy. Understanding what to expect on exam day can
help reduce anxiety and improve performance.

Registration and Scheduling
Candidates must register for the exam through their training program or
approved testing center. It is important to schedule the exam promptly after
completing training to maintain knowledge freshness. Identification and proof
of training completion are required at check-in.

Exam Day Guidelines
On the day of the exam, candidates should arrive early with necessary
documentation. Personal belongings are typically restricted in the testing
area. The knowledge test is administered first, followed by the skills
evaluation. Examiners will provide instructions and observe candidates during
skill demonstrations.

Retake Policy
If a candidate fails either portion of the exam, they may retake the failed
section according to IDPH guidelines. There may be waiting periods between
attempts, and additional fees could apply. Many candidates use the retake
opportunity to focus on weaker areas.

After the Exam: Certification and Next Steps
Upon passing the Illinois CNA state exam, candidates become officially
certified and are listed on the Illinois Nurse Aide Registry. This



certification is required for employment as a nursing assistant within the
state.

Receiving Certification
Successful candidates receive a certificate and registry listing from the
Illinois Department of Public Health. This document serves as proof of
qualification and must be presented to prospective employers.

Maintaining Certification
CNAs in Illinois must renew their certification every 24 months. Renewal
requires proof of employment as a nursing assistant and completion of
continuing education or in-service training. Failure to renew on time may
require retaking the exam.

Career Opportunities
Certified nursing assistants in Illinois can find employment in a variety of
settings, including nursing homes, hospitals, rehabilitation centers, and
home health agencies. The Illinois CNA state exam certification opens doors
to a rewarding healthcare career with opportunities for advancement.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the format of the Illinois CNA state exam?
The Illinois CNA state exam consists of two parts: a written (or oral)
knowledge test with multiple-choice questions, and a skills test where
candidates must demonstrate competency in several nursing assistant tasks.

How many skills must be performed correctly to pass
the Illinois CNA state exam?
Candidates must correctly perform five randomly selected skills out of a list
of about 25, and they must complete each skill according to the testing
guidelines to pass the skills portion of the Illinois CNA state exam.

What are the eligibility requirements to take the
Illinois CNA state exam?
To be eligible for the Illinois CNA state exam, applicants must complete a
state-approved nursing assistant training program, be at least 16 years old,



and submit a completed application with the required fees.

How can I prepare for the Illinois CNA state exam?
Preparation includes completing a state-approved training program, studying
the CNA candidate handbook provided by the Illinois Department of Public
Health, practicing skills regularly, and taking practice exams to familiarize
yourself with the test format.

How long are CNA exam results valid in Illinois?
Once you pass the Illinois CNA state exam, your certification is valid for
two years before you need to renew it by completing the required continuing
education and work hours.

Additional Resources
1. Illinois CNA State Exam Practice Questions and Answers
This book offers a comprehensive collection of practice questions
specifically tailored for the Illinois CNA state exam. It includes detailed
answers and explanations to help candidates understand key concepts and
improve test-taking skills. The format closely mimics the actual exam, making
it an excellent resource for self-assessment and review.

2. Complete CNA Exam Review for Illinois
Designed for aspiring CNAs in Illinois, this review guide covers all
essential topics found on the state certification exam. It features clear
summaries, practice tests, and tips to enhance memory retention. The book
also emphasizes Illinois-specific regulations and procedures to ensure
candidates are well-prepared.

3. Illinois CNA Exam Prep: Skills and Knowledge Workbook
This workbook combines both theoretical knowledge and practical skills
necessary for passing the Illinois CNA exam. It includes step-by-step
procedures, skill checklists, and review questions to reinforce learning. The
hands-on approach helps candidates build confidence in performing clinical
tasks.

4. Pass the Illinois CNA Exam: A Step-by-Step Guide
This guidebook breaks down the CNA exam process into manageable steps,
focusing on both written and skills portions. It provides test-taking
strategies, time management advice, and practice scenarios aligned with
Illinois state requirements. The approachable language makes it suitable for
learners at all levels.

5. Essentials of CNA Training for Illinois Students
Targeted at students enrolled in CNA programs in Illinois, this book covers
foundational knowledge and state-specific guidelines. It includes chapters on
anatomy, patient care, safety, and communication, along with review questions



to test comprehension. The content aligns with Illinois Department of Public
Health standards.

6. Illinois CNA Skills Checklists and Study Guide
This resource focuses on the practical skills needed to pass the Illinois CNA
exam, providing detailed checklists and study tips. Each skill is broken down
into clear steps, accompanied by reminders of common mistakes to avoid. It’s
designed to supplement hands-on training and boost exam confidence.

7. Mastering the Illinois CNA Written Exam
Focusing primarily on the written portion of the Illinois CNA state exam,
this book offers extensive practice questions, vocabulary lists, and concept
reviews. It addresses key topics like infection control, patient rights, and
emergency procedures. The material is organized to facilitate easy review and
knowledge reinforcement.

8. Illinois CNA Exam Flashcards
This portable flashcard set includes hundreds of questions and answers
covering essential CNA topics relevant to Illinois certification. The
flashcards are ideal for quick study sessions and memory reinforcement on the
go. They cover medical terminology, procedures, and state-specific
regulations.

9. The Illinois CNA Candidate Handbook
This handbook provides an overview of the CNA certification process in
Illinois, including eligibility requirements, exam format, and testing
locations. It also offers guidance on preparing for both the written and
skills tests, along with sample questions and tips from successful
candidates. A must-have for anyone beginning their CNA journey in Illinois.
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