
illinois statutes and rules for professional
engineering
illinois statutes and rules for professional engineering form the legal foundation governing the
practice of professional engineering within the state of Illinois. These statutes and administrative rules
establish the qualifications, licensure requirements, professional conduct standards, and enforcement
mechanisms that ensure engineering services are delivered safely, ethically, and competently to the
public. Understanding these regulations is essential for licensed professional engineers, engineering
firms, and those seeking licensure in Illinois. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the
Illinois Engineering Practice Act, the role of the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional
Regulation (IDFPR), licensure procedures, continuing education requirements, disciplinary actions,
and important compliance considerations. The detailed examination of these topics will aid
professionals in navigating the regulatory landscape effectively while upholding the highest standards
of engineering practice.
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Illinois Engineering Practice Act Overview
The Illinois Engineering Practice Act serves as the primary statute regulating the professional
engineering practice within the state. Enacted to protect public health, safety, and welfare, the Act
defines the scope of engineering practice and establishes the legal framework for licensure and
regulation. The Act delegates authority to the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional
Regulation (IDFPR) to administer and enforce its provisions, including rulemaking and disciplinary
procedures.

The Act specifies key definitions, such as what constitutes the practice of professional engineering,
the qualifications required for licensure, and the powers vested in the licensing board. It also outlines
exemptions, allowing certain engineering-related activities to proceed without licensure under defined
circumstances.

Scope of Practice
Under the Illinois Engineering Practice Act, the practice of professional engineering includes any



professional service or creative work requiring engineering education, training, and experience. This
encompasses consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design, and supervision of
construction related to public or private utilities, structures, machines, equipment, processes, and
works involving engineering principles.

Regulatory Authority
The Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation, through its Division of Professional
Regulation, holds regulatory authority to implement the Engineering Practice Act. This includes
issuing licenses, adopting administrative rules, conducting investigations, and enforcing compliance
with the statutes and rules governing professional engineers.

Licensure Requirements and Procedures
Obtaining and maintaining a professional engineering license in Illinois requires adherence to specific
qualifications and procedural steps codified in the Illinois statutes and rules for professional
engineering. The licensure process ensures that only qualified individuals are authorized to practice
engineering in the state.

Educational and Experience Qualifications
Applicants must possess a degree from an engineering program accredited by the Accreditation
Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) or an equivalent recognized institution. Additionally, a
minimum amount of engineering experience under the supervision of a licensed professional engineer
is required, typically four years, to demonstrate practical competency.

Examination Requirements
Prospective licensees must successfully pass the Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) examination,
followed by the Principles and Practice of Engineering (PE) examination in their specific discipline.
These examinations assess the technical knowledge and professional capabilities essential for the
practice of engineering.

Application and Issuance Process
Applicants submit a formal application to the IDFPR, including documentation of education,
experience, and examination results. The licensing board reviews the application for completeness
and compliance with statutory requirements. Upon approval, the applicant is issued a professional
engineering license, enabling lawful practice in Illinois.



Continuing Education and Renewal
Maintaining a professional engineering license in Illinois involves fulfilling continuing education
requirements designed to promote ongoing professional development and competence. The Illinois
statutes and rules for professional engineering mandate periodic license renewal accompanied by
proof of continuing education.

Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Requirements
Licensed engineers must complete a specified number of professional development hours within each
renewal cycle, typically 30 hours every two years. These hours may include courses, seminars,
workshops, or other educational activities relevant to the engineering profession.

License Renewal Procedures
Licensees must submit renewal applications to the IDFPR before the expiration date along with
documentation verifying completion of continuing education requirements. Failure to renew timely or
meet CPD obligations can result in license suspension or forfeiture.

Professional Conduct and Ethical Standards
The Illinois statutes and rules for professional engineering emphasize the importance of ethical
behavior and professional integrity. Licensed engineers are expected to adhere to established codes
of conduct that foster public trust and uphold the dignity of the profession.

Code of Ethics
The Illinois Engineering Practice Act and associated administrative rules incorporate ethical standards
that require engineers to perform services with honesty, impartiality, fairness, and equity. Engineers
must prioritize public safety and welfare, avoid conflicts of interest, and maintain confidentiality of
sensitive information.

Responsibilities to the Public and Clients
Professional engineers must ensure that their work complies with applicable laws, regulations, and
accepted engineering standards. They are responsible for providing accurate and truthful
representations of their qualifications and services to clients and stakeholders.

Disciplinary Actions and Enforcement
Enforcement of the Illinois statutes and rules for professional engineering is critical to maintaining
professional standards and protecting the public. The IDFPR possesses authority to investigate
complaints, conduct hearings, and impose disciplinary measures when violations occur.



Common Grounds for Discipline
Disciplinary actions may result from various violations, including but not limited to:

Practicing engineering without a valid license

Fraud or misrepresentation in obtaining a license

Gross negligence or incompetence in professional duties

Violation of ethical codes or professional misconduct

Criminal convictions related to professional practice

Types of Disciplinary Measures
The disciplinary measures available under Illinois law include license suspension, revocation,
probation, fines, and formal reprimands. The severity of the penalty corresponds to the nature and
seriousness of the violation, with due process afforded to the licensee during proceedings.

Compliance and Legal Considerations
Adherence to the Illinois statutes and rules for professional engineering is essential not only for
licensure maintenance but also for legal compliance in engineering projects and contracts. Engineers
and firms must remain vigilant of regulatory updates and procedural requirements.

Recordkeeping and Documentation
Maintaining accurate records of licensure, continuing education, project documents, and professional
correspondence is critical for demonstrating compliance during audits or investigations. Proper
documentation supports transparency and accountability.

Impact on Engineering Practice and Liability
Noncompliance with statutory and regulatory requirements can expose engineers and firms to legal
liabilities, including civil penalties and potential criminal charges. Understanding and applying the
Illinois statutes and rules for professional engineering mitigates risk and promotes responsible
practice.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the primary regulatory body for professional
engineering in Illinois?
The primary regulatory body for professional engineering in Illinois is the Illinois Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR), specifically the Division of Professional Regulation.

What are the educational requirements to become a licensed
professional engineer in Illinois?
To become a licensed professional engineer in Illinois, an applicant must have a bachelor's degree in
engineering from an ABET-accredited program or an equivalent degree recognized by the Illinois
licensing board.

How many years of work experience are required before
applying for the Professional Engineer (PE) license in Illinois?
Illinois requires at least four years of acceptable engineering work experience under the supervision
of a licensed professional engineer before applying for the PE license.

What exams must be passed to obtain a professional
engineering license in Illinois?
Applicants must pass the Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) exam and the Principles and Practice of
Engineering (PE) exam in their specific discipline to become licensed in Illinois.

Are there continuing education requirements for professional
engineers in Illinois?
Yes, Illinois requires licensed professional engineers to complete continuing education hours, typically
30 professional development hours every two years, to maintain their license.

Can out-of-state professional engineers obtain licensure in
Illinois through comity?
Yes, Illinois allows licensed professional engineers from other states to apply for licensure by comity if
they meet Illinois' education, examination, and experience standards.

What are the penalties for practicing engineering without a
license in Illinois?
Practicing engineering without a license in Illinois is illegal and can result in penalties including fines,
injunctions, and possible criminal charges under the Illinois Engineering Practice Act.



Additional Resources
1. Illinois Professional Engineering Act and Rules Annotated
This comprehensive guide presents the full text of the Illinois Professional Engineering Act alongside
the administrative rules governing professional engineering practice in the state. It includes detailed
annotations, case law references, and interpretative commentary to aid engineers and legal
professionals in understanding compliance requirements. The book is essential for staying current
with statutory obligations and regulatory updates.

2. Illinois Engineering Licensing Law Handbook
Designed as a practical resource for engineers seeking licensure in Illinois, this handbook covers the
statutory provisions and procedural rules for obtaining and maintaining a professional engineering
license. It explains application processes, examination requirements, continuing education mandates,
and disciplinary procedures. The book is ideal for both applicants and practicing engineers.

3. Rules and Regulations for Professional Engineers in Illinois
This publication compiles the official rules and regulations promulgated by the Illinois Department of
Financial and Professional Regulation concerning professional engineers. It includes detailed
explanations of practice standards, ethical guidelines, and enforcement mechanisms. The book serves
as a reference for compliance and professional conduct in engineering practice.

4. Illinois Engineering Statutes: A Legal Primer
This primer breaks down the complex statutory framework governing professional engineering in
Illinois into accessible language. It provides historical context, legislative intent, and practical
implications of the laws affecting engineers. An excellent starting point for students, engineers, and
legal professionals unfamiliar with Illinois engineering law.

5. Professional Engineering Compliance Manual for Illinois
A step-by-step manual designed to help engineering firms and individual practitioners navigate
compliance with Illinois statutes and rules. It includes checklists, case studies, and best practice
recommendations to ensure adherence to licensure requirements and ethical standards. This manual
supports risk management and regulatory adherence efforts.

6. Illinois PE Rules: Interpretations and Applications
This book offers detailed interpretations of the Illinois rules regulating professional engineers, with a
focus on practical applications in everyday engineering practice. It addresses common legal
questions, regulatory nuances, and enforcement trends. The content is valuable for engineers,
regulators, and legal advisors.

7. Ethics and Professional Responsibility under Illinois Engineering Law
Focusing on the ethical obligations imposed by Illinois statutes and rules, this title explores the
responsibilities of professional engineers in various scenarios. It discusses conflict of interest, public
safety, and professional integrity in the context of Illinois law. The book is a crucial resource for
ethical decision-making and professional conduct.

8. Illinois Professional Engineering Exam Preparation and Statutory Review
Combining exam study material with a thorough review of Illinois engineering laws, this book helps
candidates prepare for the Professional Engineering licensing exam while understanding state-specific
legal requirements. It includes practice questions, statutory excerpts, and commentary on regulatory
compliance. This dual-focus approach enhances exam readiness and legal knowledge.



9. Legal Updates and Amendments to Illinois Engineering Statutes
This volume tracks recent legislative changes and amendments affecting professional engineering
laws and rules in Illinois. It provides summaries, analysis, and implications of new legal developments
for practicing engineers and policymakers. Staying informed with this resource ensures awareness of
evolving regulatory landscapes.
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