in a short story the problem that moves

in a short story the problem that moves the narrative forward is a fundamental
element of storytelling. This problem, often referred to as the central conflict or main
dilemma, serves as the driving force behind the plot, compelling characters into action and
engaging readers throughout the story. Understanding the problem that moves a short
story is essential for both writers and critics to analyze how tension is built and resolved
within a limited word count. This article explores the nature of the problem in short stories,
its types, how it influences character development, and its role in maintaining narrative
momentum. Additionally, it examines practical examples and techniques to effectively
incorporate this problem into short story writing. The following sections provide a
structured overview to deepen comprehension of this critical literary concept.

e Understanding the Concept of the Problem in a Short Story
e Types of Problems That Drive Short Stories

e The Role of the Problem in Character Development

e How the Problem Moves the Plot Forward

e Techniques for Crafting an Effective Problem in Short Stories

Understanding the Concept of the Problem in a
Short Story

The problem that moves a short story refers to the central conflict or challenge faced by the
protagonist or other key characters. It acts as the catalyst for action, creating tension and
interest that compel the narrative to unfold. Unlike novels, where multiple subplots may
exist, short stories typically focus on a singular problem to maintain clarity and intensity
within a concise format. This problem can be internal, external, or a combination of both,
but it always serves as the primary force influencing the characters’ decisions and the
story’s progression.

Definition and Importance

In literary terms, the problem is the obstacle or issue that a character must confront or
resolve. This challenge is crucial because it gives the story purpose and direction. Without a
problem, there is no conflict, and without conflict, there is no story. The problem’s
importance lies in its ability to engage readers emotionally and intellectually by presenting
a situation that demands resolution.



Difference Between Problem and Theme

It is important to distinguish the problem that moves the story from its theme. The problem
is the specific conflict or challenge within the narrative, while the theme refers to the
underlying message or universal idea conveyed by the story. The problem drives the plot,
whereas the theme offers insight or reflection.

Types of Problems That Drive Short Stories

Short stories employ various types of problems to create conflict, each serving to challenge
characters in unique ways. Recognizing these types helps in understanding how different
narratives function and what emotional responses they aim to evoke.

Internal Problems

Internal problems involve psychological or emotional conflicts within a character. These
may include struggles with identity, guilt, fear, or moral dilemmas. Internal conflicts are
particularly effective in short stories because they allow deep exploration of character in a
limited space.

External Problems

External problems arise from outside forces acting upon the character. These can be
interpersonal conflicts, societal pressures, natural disasters, or physical obstacles. External
problems often create immediate tension and clear stakes, which are essential in short
story narratives.

Combined Conflicts

Many short stories feature a combination of internal and external problems, where a
character’s inner turmoil is complicated or triggered by external circumstances. This
layered conflict enriches the story and provides multiple angles for tension and resolution.

Common Examples of Problems in Short Stories

e Man versus self: struggles with personal fears or desires

Man versus man: conflicts between characters

Man versus society: challenges to social norms or laws

Man versus nature: survival against natural forces

Man versus fate or supernatural: confronting destiny or unknown forces



The Role of the Problem in Character
Development

The problem that moves a short story is not only a plot device but also a critical tool for
character development. How characters react to and engage with the problem reveals their
traits, motivations, and growth, making the narrative more compelling and meaningful.

Revealing Character Traits

Characters’ responses to the problem showcase their personalities, values, and
weaknesses. For example, a character facing a moral dilemma may reveal integrity,
cowardice, or complexity through their choices and actions.

Driving Transformation

The problem often forces characters to change, grow, or confront hidden aspects of
themselves. This transformation is a key element of many short stories, where the
resolution of the problem coincides with a shift in the character’s perspective or situation.

Creating Emotional Engagement

By presenting characters with relatable or compelling problems, writers can evoke empathy
and emotional investment from readers. The intensity of the problem’s impact on the
character deepens the story’s resonance and memorability.

How the Problem Moves the Plot Forward

The problem functions as the engine of a short story’s plot, propelling the sequence of
events and maintaining narrative momentum. It introduces tension, prompts action, and
ultimately leads to a resolution that provides closure or insight.

Initiation of Conflict

The problem typically emerges early in the story, presenting a conflict or challenge that
disrupts the status quo. This disruption is essential for engaging readers and setting the
stage for the unfolding drama.

Escalation and Complications

As the story progresses, the problem may intensify or become more complex, raising



stakes and increasing suspense. These complications keep the reader invested in how the
characters will address the issue.

Resolution and Impact

The resolution of the problem provides the story’s climax and denouement. Whether the
problem is solved, transformed, or remains unresolved, its outcome shapes the story’s
meaning and emotional effect.

Plot Movement Overview

1. Introduction of the problem
2. Development through rising action
3. Climax or turning point

4. Resolution or conclusion

Techniques for Crafting an Effective Problem in
Short Stories

Writers can employ various techniques to create a problem that effectively moves a short
story, ensuring the narrative remains engaging and tightly focused.

Clarity and Focus

The problem should be clearly defined and central to the story’s purpose. Avoiding
unnecessary subplots or distractions helps maintain narrative economy and impact.

Relatability and Stakes

Problems that resonate with readers’ experiences or evoke universal themes tend to be
more compelling. Additionally, establishing clear stakes—what the character stands to lose
or gain—heightens reader investment.

Conflict and Tension

Effective problems generate conflict and tension by pitting opposing forces or desires
against each other. This tension drives the story’s momentum and keeps readers engaged.



Integration with Character and Theme

The problem should align with character motivations and support the story’s thematic
concerns. This integration enriches the narrative and enhances its coherence.

Use of Surprise and Complexity

Introducing unexpected twists or multifaceted problems can add depth and intrigue,
encouraging readers to think critically and remain curious about the outcome.

Define the problem early and clearly

Ensure the problem is significant to the character

Raise the stakes progressively

Link the problem to the story’s theme

Use conflict to build tension

Allow the problem to drive character growth

e Craft a resolution that feels earned and meaningful

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'the problem that moves' mean in a short
story?

‘The problem that moves' refers to the central conflict or issue in a short story that drives
the plot forward and motivates the characters' actions.

Why is identifying 'the problem that moves' important
in analyzing a short story?

Identifying 'the problem that moves' helps readers understand the main conflict and the
story’s purpose, making it easier to analyze character development and plot progression.

How can the problem that moves in a short story affect
the story’s resolution?

The problem that moves establishes the stakes and tension, guiding the narrative toward a
resolution that addresses or resolves the central conflict.



Can a short story have more than one problem that
moves the plot?

While a short story typically centers on a primary problem that moves the plot, it can
contain secondary conflicts that support or complicate the main issue.

How does the problem that moves influence character
development in a short story?

Characters often grow or change in response to the problem that moves the plot, as they
confront challenges and make decisions based on that central conflict.

What are some examples of common problems that
move short story plots?

Common problems include internal conflicts like fear or guilt, external conflicts such as a
struggle against nature, or interpersonal conflicts like betrayal or misunderstanding.

How can a writer effectively introduce the problem that
moves in a short story?

A writer can introduce the problem early through dialogue, character thoughts, or events
that immediately present conflict or tension to engage the reader.

Does the problem that moves always have to be
dramatic in a short story?

No, the problem that moves can be subtle or internal, such as an emotional dilemma or
moral question, as long as it propels the story forward.

How does the problem that moves relate to the theme
of a short story?

The problem that moves often highlights the story’s theme by illustrating the core issue or
message the author wants to convey.

In what ways can understanding the problem that
moves enhance creative writing skills?

Understanding this concept helps writers craft focused, compelling narratives with clear
conflicts, making their stories more engaging and coherent.



Additional Resources

1. The Moving Problem

This collection of short stories explores the complexities and emotional challenges of
relocating to a new place. Each tale delves into the characters’ personal growth as they
face the uncertainty and excitement of change. Themes of identity, belonging, and
resilience are woven throughout the narratives, making it a poignant read for anyone who
has ever moved.

2. When the Walls Shift

A gripping anthology that centers on the upheaval caused by moving homes. The stories
examine the disruption of familiar spaces and how it forces characters to confront their past
and future. Through vivid storytelling, readers experience the bittersweet nature of leaving
behind the known and stepping into the unknown.

3. Boxes and Breakthroughs

This book focuses on the symbolic and literal act of packing up one’s life. The short stories
reveal how sorting through belongings can unearth memories and emotions, prompting
characters to reassess their relationships and aspirations. It's a heartfelt exploration of
transition and self-discovery.

4. Crossing Thresholds

An evocative compilation of short stories that portray moving as both a physical and
metaphorical journey. Characters in these tales grapple with the challenges of adapting to
new environments while seeking a sense of home. The narratives highlight the courage it
takes to start over and the hope that accompanies new beginnings.

5. The Distance Between Doors

This book explores the emotional distances created by moving and the effort required to
bridge them. Each story delves into the connections lost and found when characters change
their surroundings. It's a thoughtful examination of how place shapes relationships and
personal identity.

6. Leaving Lines

A series of short stories that focus on the moments leading up to and following a move. The
narratives capture the anticipation, anxiety, and reflection that accompany leaving a
familiar place. Through intimate character portraits, the book reveals the complex feelings
tied to saying goodbye and embracing change.

7. Unpacked Memories

This collection delves into the memories stirred up by moving from one home to another.
The stories reveal how physical relocation can trigger emotional reckonings and nostalgia.
Readers are invited to reflect on their own experiences of memory and movement through
these poignant tales.

8. Shifting Ground

An anthology that highlights the instability and transformation associated with moving.
Characters confront upheaval in their lives and surroundings, leading to moments of
revelation and growth. The stories emphasize resilience and the human capacity to adapt
to shifting circumstances.



9. New Roots

This book centers on the theme of planting oneself in a new place after a move. The short
stories celebrate the process of building community, finding comfort, and creating a sense
of belonging. It’s an uplifting exploration of hope and renewal in the face of change.
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