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in brown v board of education who instigated the lawsuit is a question that delves into the origins of

one of the most significant legal battles in American history. The Brown v. Board of Education case

marked a turning point in the struggle against racial segregation in public schools. Understanding who

instigated the lawsuit provides insight into the social dynamics, legal strategies, and courageous

individuals who challenged systemic racial inequalities. This article explores the key figures, families,

and organizations behind the lawsuit, shedding light on their motivations and the broader civil rights

context. Additionally, the article will cover the legal groundwork and the collaborative efforts that led to

the historic Supreme Court decision. The following sections will guide readers through the background,

the plaintiffs, and the instigators who made Brown v. Board of Education possible.
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Background of Brown v. Board of Education

The Brown v. Board of Education case emerged from the deeply entrenched system of racial



segregation in the United States, particularly in public education. Prior to this landmark lawsuit, the

doctrine of "separate but equal," established by the 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson decision, legally justified

segregation. This doctrine allowed states to maintain racially segregated public facilities, including

schools, as long as they were purportedly equal in quality. However, in practice, schools for African

American children were often vastly inferior to those for white children.

By the 1940s, African American families, educators, and civil rights organizations increasingly

challenged these disparities. The inequalities fueled a growing movement to overturn segregation laws

through the judicial system. The legal battle that culminated in Brown v. Board of Education was part

of a larger effort to dismantle institutionalized racism in American society.

The Instigators of the Lawsuit

Identifying who instigated the Brown v. Board of Education lawsuit involves recognizing the collective

efforts of several African American families, community leaders, and civil rights organizations. The

lawsuit was not the work of a single person but rather a coordinated campaign driven by those directly

affected by segregation and those committed to civil rights advocacy.

The initial instigators were parents of African American children who were denied admission to all-

white public schools, highlighting the unjust nature of segregation. These families sought legal

recourse to challenge the discriminatory policies that restricted their children’s access to quality

education. Their courage to stand up against systemic injustice served as the foundation for the

lawsuit.

Linda Brown and Her Family

A pivotal instigator in the Brown v. Board of Education case was Oliver Brown, the named plaintiff,

who filed the lawsuit on behalf of his daughter, Linda Brown. Linda was a third-grader in Topeka,

Kansas, who was denied entry to an all-white elementary school near their home. Instead, she was

forced to attend a segregated black school much farther away, despite the proximity of the white

school.



Oliver Brown’s decision to become the lead plaintiff was instrumental in bringing national attention to

the case. His involvement personified the everyday struggles faced by African American families under

segregation laws. The Browns’ story became emblematic of the broader fight against educational

inequality.

Other Families Involved

In addition to the Brown family, several other African American families from different states were

instigators in the series of consolidated cases that formed Brown v. Board of Education. These families

included:

The Briggs family from Virginia

The Davis family from Delaware

The Bolling family from Washington, D.C.

The Gebhart family from Delaware

Each family faced similar challenges regarding segregated schools and sought justice through the

courts. Their cases were combined to create a stronger legal argument against segregation

nationwide.

The Role of the NAACP in Initiating the Case

The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) was a crucial instigator

and driving force behind the Brown v. Board of Education lawsuit. The NAACP’s legal strategy focused

on challenging segregation through the judicial system, believing that the courts could be a powerful

tool for social change.



During the 1930s and 1940s, the NAACP's Legal Defense and Educational Fund, under the leadership

of prominent attorneys like Thurgood Marshall, meticulously planned challenges to segregation laws.

The organization recruited families willing to become plaintiffs and prepared legal arguments aimed at

demonstrating the inherent inequality of segregated schools.

Thurgood Marshall and Legal Leadership

Thurgood Marshall, who later became the first African American Supreme Court Justice, was the chief

counsel for the NAACP during the Brown case. He played a leading role in instigating the lawsuit by

coordinating efforts to identify plaintiffs, gather evidence, and formulate the legal theory that

segregation violated the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.

Marshall and his legal team’s persistent advocacy and strategic litigation were fundamental in

instigating and advancing the lawsuit through the lower courts and eventually to the Supreme Court.

Key Plaintiffs and Their Stories

The instigators of the Brown v. Board of Education lawsuit were not only legal figures but also the

plaintiffs whose personal experiences highlighted the injustices of segregation. Understanding the

stories of these families provides a human dimension to the legal battle.

Oliver Brown and Linda Brown

Oliver Brown’s decision to file the lawsuit was driven by his desire to provide his daughter, Linda, with

equal educational opportunities. Linda’s experience of being forced to travel a great distance to attend

a segregated school despite living near an all-white school highlighted the irrational and discriminatory

nature of segregation policies.



The Briggs Family

The Briggs family of Virginia faced similar obstacles. Their daughter was denied admission to a nearby

white school, prompting them to join legal action against the school board. Their participation helped

strengthen the case’s reach across multiple jurisdictions.

Other Plaintiffs’ Contributions

Each family involved in the consolidated cases contributed unique perspectives and evidence that

illustrated the widespread impact of segregation. Their willingness to challenge the status quo played a

crucial role in instigating and supporting the lawsuit’s progression.

Legal Strategies and Preparations

The instigation of the Brown v. Board of Education lawsuit was accompanied by meticulous legal

planning and strategy. The NAACP’s legal team understood that a successful challenge to segregation

required a comprehensive legal framework and compelling evidence.

Challenging "Separate but Equal"

The lawsuit aimed to overturn the "separate but equal" doctrine by proving that segregated schools

were inherently unequal. Legal arguments emphasized the psychological and educational harm caused

by segregation, drawing on social science research and expert testimonies.

Consolidation of Cases

Several similar lawsuits from different states were consolidated into the Brown v. Board of Education

case. This consolidation strengthened the legal challenge by demonstrating that segregation was a

nationwide issue, not isolated to one location.



Key Legal Milestones

Filing of the initial lawsuits by African American families1.

NAACP Legal Defense Fund’s preparation and submission of briefs2.

Lower courts’ rulings and appeals leading to the Supreme Court3.

Supreme Court hearings and final decision in 19544.

These strategic steps were essential in instigating and advancing the lawsuit from local courts to the

highest judicial authority in the United States.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who instigated the Brown v. Board of Education lawsuit?

Oliver Brown, a parent of one of the children denied access to a white school, instigated the lawsuit by

challenging school segregation in Topeka, Kansas.

Why did Oliver Brown file the Brown v. Board of Education lawsuit?

Oliver Brown filed the lawsuit because his daughter, Linda Brown, was denied entry to a white

elementary school near their home and was instead forced to attend a distant, segregated black

school.

Was Oliver Brown the only person involved in instigating the Brown v.



Board of Education case?

No, the lawsuit was a consolidation of five cases from different states, all challenging school

segregation, but Oliver Brown was the lead plaintiff in the Kansas case.

What organization supported Oliver Brown in filing the Brown v. Board

of Education lawsuit?

The NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) supported Oliver Brown

and helped organize the legal challenge against school segregation.

Did Oliver Brown personally represent himself in the Brown v. Board of

Education case?

No, Oliver Brown was represented by NAACP lawyers, including Thurgood Marshall, who argued the

case before the Supreme Court.

What was the main issue raised by Oliver Brown in the Brown v. Board

of Education lawsuit?

The main issue was the inequality and unconstitutionality of racial segregation in public schools, which

violated the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment.

How did the Brown family become involved in the fight against school

segregation?

The Brown family became involved when Linda Brown was denied admission to a nearby white school,

prompting Oliver Brown to join the NAACP's legal challenge against segregation.

What role did the NAACP play in instigating the Brown v. Board of



Education lawsuit alongside Oliver Brown?

The NAACP strategically selected plaintiffs like Oliver Brown to challenge segregation laws and

provided legal representation and resources for the lawsuit.

Was the lawsuit instigated by Oliver Brown alone or as part of a larger

movement?

The lawsuit was instigated by Oliver Brown as a plaintiff but was part of a larger, coordinated civil

rights movement led by the NAACP to end racial segregation in public education.

Additional Resources

1. Simple Justice: The History of Brown v. Board of Education and Black America's Struggle for

Equality

This book by Richard Kluger provides a comprehensive history of the Brown v. Board of Education

case. It details the legal battles and the key figures involved, including Oliver Brown, who instigated

the lawsuit when his daughter was denied entry to a white school. The book explores the broader civil

rights movement and the fight against segregation in the United States.

2. Brown v. Board of Education: A Civil Rights Milestone and Its Troubled Legacy

Author James T. Patterson examines the origins and impact of the landmark Supreme Court decision.

The book highlights the role of the NAACP and the plaintiffs, including Oliver Brown, who challenged

the doctrine of "separate but equal." It also discusses the challenges faced in implementing

desegregation in American schools.

3. Before Brown: Heman Marion Sweatt, Thurgood Marshall, and the Long Road to Justice

This book by Peter Irons focuses on the legal groundwork laid before Brown v. Board of Education. It

emphasizes the contributions of Thurgood Marshall and other NAACP lawyers who fought segregation

cases leading up to Brown. The narrative underscores the strategy and persistence that ultimately led

to the lawsuit initiated by Brown and others.



4. Oliver Brown: The Man Behind Brown v. Board of Education

A biographical account that sheds light on Oliver Brown, the lead plaintiff in the case. This book

explores his life, motivations, and the circumstances that prompted him to challenge school

segregation. It offers a personal perspective on the lawsuit's beginnings and its significance in

American history.

5. Uncertain Victory: Brown v. Board of Education and the American Civil Rights Movement

Lawrence D. Bobo and colleagues analyze the broader social and political context surrounding the

Brown case. The book discusses the instigators of the lawsuit, including Oliver Brown, and the

collective efforts of the African American community to end segregation. It also addresses the mixed

outcomes and ongoing struggles following the Supreme Court decision.

6. Thurgood Marshall: American Revolutionary

This biography by Juan Williams highlights the life and career of Thurgood Marshall, the chief counsel

for the NAACP during Brown v. Board of Education. It details how Marshall and his team orchestrated

the legal challenge, representing plaintiffs like Oliver Brown. The book portrays the strategic legal

battles that culminated in the historic ruling.

7. The NAACP's Legal Strategy Against Segregated Education, 1925-1950

This scholarly work explores the NAACP's long-term efforts to dismantle school segregation before the

Brown case. It examines how the organization identified and supported plaintiffs, including Oliver

Brown, to challenge discriminatory laws. The book provides insight into the legal groundwork that

made Brown v. Board of Education possible.

8. Separate and Unequal: The Story of Brown v. Board of Education

A detailed narrative that covers the origins and impact of the Brown lawsuit. The book highlights the

families who instigated the case, focusing on Oliver Brown’s role. It also discusses the social and

educational inequalities that led to the landmark Supreme Court decision.

9. From Segregation to Integration: The Brown v. Board of Education Story

This book traces the journey from segregated schooling to the fight for integration, centering on the



Brown case. It provides background on Oliver Brown and the other plaintiffs who challenged the status

quo. The narrative reflects on the lawsuit's historical significance and its role in shaping civil rights in

America.
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