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in fashion magazine 1988 information society marked an important cultural and
technological moment in the intersection of music, media, and emerging digital
communication. The band Information Society, known for its synth-pop sound and
futuristic themes, was prominently featured in fashion magazines in 1988, reflecting the
growing influence of electronic music and cyberculture on style and youth identity. This
article explores the significance of Information Society’s presence in fashion media during
that year, highlighting how their image and music embodied the spirit of the late 1980s
information age. From the integration of technological motifs in their fashion to the impact
on popular culture, the coverage offered a lens into how media portrayed the evolving
landscape of information technology and digital society. The following sections delve into
the background of Information Society, their stylistic influence, the role of fashion
magazines in 1988, and the broader cultural implications of their features.
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Background of Information Society in 1988

Information Society, an American band formed in the early 1980s, gained widespread
attention by 1988 thanks to their innovative blend of synth-pop, electronic music, and
socially conscious themes. The group’s self-titled album, released in 1988, featured hits
such as “Walking Away” and “What’s on Your Mind (Pure Energy),” which combined
catchy melodies with samples from popular media. Their sound was emblematic of the
emerging information age, characterized by rapid technological advances, digital
communication, and a growing fascination with computers and cyberculture. This
background set the stage for their inclusion in various fashion magazines during 1988,
where they were showcased not only for their music but also for their distinctive futuristic
aesthetic.

Formation and Musical Style

Information Society was founded by Kurt Harland and Paul Robb, who were inspired by
electronic pioneers and the changing landscape of digital technology. Their music



incorporated synthesizers, drum machines, and sampling technology, which was still novel
at the time. The band’s style represented a fusion of pop accessibility with avant-garde
electronic techniques, capturing the spirit of technological progress and the digital
revolution that defined the late 1980s.

Breakthrough and Popularity in 1988

By 1988, Information Society had achieved considerable success, with their album
reaching significant chart positions and their singles receiving heavy airplay on MTV and
radio stations. This visibility helped them cross over from niche electronic music circles
into mainstream pop culture. Their popularity coincided with increased media attention,
including features in fashion magazines that highlighted both their music and their
distinctive look inspired by cyberpunk and futuristic themes.

Information Society’s Influence on 1988 Fashion
Trends

The aesthetic associated with Information Society in 1988 was a key factor in their appeal
to fashion magazine editors and audiences interested in new cultural trends. Their style
incorporated elements that symbolized the information age, such as metallic fabrics,
geometric patterns, and accessories evoking technology and data. This fusion of music and
fashion contributed to the emergence of a new category of style often referred to as
“techwear” or “cyber fashion,” which celebrated digital innovation and the futuristic
possibilities of the era.

Key Fashion Elements in Information Society’s Image

Information Society’s fashion choices were deliberate and closely tied to their musical
identity. Key elements included:

e Use of synthetic materials with reflective or metallic finishes

e Incorporation of circuit board patterns and digital motifs in clothing

e Minimalist yet bold silhouettes inspired by futurism and sci-fi aesthetics
e Accessories such as visors, gloves, and tech-inspired jewelry

e Hairstyles and makeup that emphasized a sleek, modern look

These elements collectively created a visual language that resonated with young
audiences fascinated by emerging technologies and the digital future.



Fashion Magazine Coverage and Styling

Fashion magazines in 1988 seized on Information Society’s look as emblematic of a
broader cultural shift toward technology and innovation in style. Editorial spreads often
featured the band dressed in cutting-edge outfits that blended music culture with
futuristic fashion trends. Stylists and photographers highlighted the contrast between
traditional fashion and new digital influences, positioning Information Society as
trendsetters in this evolving landscape.

Role of Fashion Magazines in Promoting Tech-
Inspired Styles

During 1988, fashion magazines played a critical role in shaping public perceptions of
emerging trends, including the integration of technology-inspired aesthetics into everyday
style. The coverage of Information Society within these publications helped normalize and
popularize futuristic fashion, making it accessible to a wider audience. This exposure
contributed to a broader acceptance of electronic music and digital culture as influential
forces in the fashion industry.

Editorial Strategies and Visual Presentation

Editorial teams incorporated innovative layouts, lighting, and graphic design to emphasize
the modernity of Information Society’s image. These magazines often paired the band’s
portraits with articles discussing the impact of information technology on culture and
style, creating a narrative that linked fashion with the digital revolution. The use of high-
contrast photography, neon colors, and sleek typography reinforced the futuristic theme.

Influence on Designers and Consumers

The prominence of Information Society in fashion media inspired designers to experiment
with new materials and technology-driven concepts. Consumers, particularly youth
audiences, began to adopt elements of the band’s style, seeking clothing and accessories
that reflected the excitement around computers, video games, and the internet. This
period marked the beginning of a sustained interest in tech-inspired fashion that persists
today.

Media Representation of the Information Society
Movement

The term “information society” refers broadly to a social order characterized by the
creation, distribution, and manipulation of information through advanced technologies. In
1988, Information Society the band became a cultural symbol for this concept, embodying
the themes of connectivity, data, and digital communication. Fashion magazines
contributed to this representation by framing the band as pioneers not only in music but



also in cultural adaptation to the emerging information age.

Symbolism and Messaging in Media Features

Articles and photo spreads in fashion magazines often highlighted the symbolic
significance of Information Society’s work. The band’s incorporation of sampled sounds
from television and science fiction, combined with their cyber-inspired attire, was
portrayed as a commentary on the growing interconnectedness of society. This
representation aligned with wider anxieties and hopes about the impact of technology on
identity, work, and social relations.

Intersection of Music, Fashion, and Technology

Fashion magazines in 1988 emphasized the convergence of music, fashion, and technology
through their coverage of Information Society. This intersection reflected broader cultural
trends where artistic expression was increasingly mediated by digital tools and media
platforms. The band’s ability to harness these elements made them an ideal subject for
publications aiming to capture the zeitgeist of the late 1980s.

Cultural Impact and Legacy of 1988 Information
Society Features

The coverage of Information Society in fashion magazines during 1988 had lasting effects
on both the music and fashion industries. It helped establish electronic music as a
legitimate and influential cultural force while simultaneously advancing futuristic fashion
aesthetics. This synergy contributed to shaping the cultural narrative around technology
and its role in everyday life during the late 20th century.

Influence on Subsequent Music and Fashion Trends

Information Society’s prominence in 1988 inspired a wave of artists and designers who
embraced synthesizers, digital production techniques, and cyber-inspired visuals. This
influence extended throughout the 1990s and beyond, laying the groundwork for genres
such as techno, house, and electronic dance music, as well as for fashion movements that
continue to explore the relationship between technology and style.

Enduring Relevance in Contemporary Culture

Today, the legacy of Information Society’s 1988 fashion magazine features is evident in
ongoing trends that revisit and reinterpret 1980s aesthetics and cyberculture. The band’s
integration of music, fashion, and technology serves as an early example of multimedia
branding and cultural synergy that remains relevant in an increasingly digital world.



Frequently Asked Questions

What was Information Society's feature in In Fashion
magazine in 1988 about?

Information Society's feature in In Fashion magazine in 1988 highlighted the band's
innovative blend of synthpop and electronic music, showcasing their emerging influence in
the late 1980s music scene.

How did In Fashion magazine portray Information
Society in their 1988 issue?

In Fashion magazine portrayed Information Society as a cutting-edge electronic band that
was shaping the future of pop music with their futuristic sound and style.

Did In Fashion magazine include any interviews with
Information Society in 1988?

Yes, the 1988 issue of In Fashion magazine featured an interview with Information Society
where band members discussed their creative process and the impact of technology on
their music.

What fashion trends did Information Society showcase
in the 1988 In Fashion magazine?

Information Society showcased a futuristic and cyber-inspired fashion style in the 1988 In
Fashion magazine, incorporating bold colors, metallic fabrics, and tech-themed
accessories.

Was Information Society's music style discussed in In
Fashion magazine 1988?

Yes, the magazine discussed Information Society's synth-driven music style, emphasizing
their use of electronic instruments and innovative production techniques that defined their
sound.

How did the 1988 In Fashion magazine feature impact
Information Society's popularity?

The feature in In Fashion magazine helped boost Information Society's visibility in the
mainstream media, contributing to increased album sales and a growing fanbase during
the late 1980s.



Additional Resources

1. The Information Society: An Introduction

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the information society, exploring how
technological advancements in the late 20th century transformed communication, culture,
and economy. It delves into the rise of digital media and its impact on social structures,
including the fashion industry. Readers gain insight into the ways information technology
reshaped consumer behavior and marketing strategies in the 1980s.

2. Fashion and Communication in the Digital Age

Focusing on the intersection of fashion and emerging digital communication technologies,
this book examines how the 1980s set the stage for the modern fashion media landscape.
It highlights the role of magazines, television, and early computer networks in
disseminating fashion trends. The text also discusses the evolving relationship between
designers, consumers, and information dissemination.

3. Media, Technology, and the Transformation of Culture

This work investigates the profound changes in cultural expression brought about by new
media technologies during the 1980s. It covers the influence of cable television, video, and
print media in shaping public perception and cultural consumption. Fashion magazines are
used as a case study to illustrate the interplay between media innovation and cultural
trends.

4. The Rise of Information Capitalism

Exploring the economic dimension of the information society, this book analyzes how
information became a key commodity in the 1980s. It discusses the commercialization of
data and its effects on industries including fashion retail and advertising. The text
provides a critical look at the emerging information economy and its societal implications.

5. Visual Culture and the Information Society

This title focuses on the visual aspects of culture influenced by the information society,
particularly through magazines and advertising. It explores how fashion imagery evolved
with advances in graphic design and printing technology during the 1980s. The book also
considers how visual communication shaped consumer identities and cultural values.

6. Networks of Fashion: Media and Communication in the 1980s

Detailing the complex networks that connected designers, media outlets, and consumers,
this book reveals how fashion trends spread rapidly in the information society. It
emphasizes the role of fashion magazines as hubs of information exchange and cultural
production. The narrative highlights the significance of emerging communication
technologies in creating global fashion dialogues.

7. Information Technology and Social Change

This book examines the broader social changes triggered by the proliferation of
information technology in the late 20th century. It addresses the shifting dynamics in
work, leisure, and consumption, with special attention to fashion as a cultural
phenomenon. Readers learn about the integration of technology into everyday life and its
ripple effects on social norms.

8. Fashion Marketing in the Age of Information
A deep dive into how the fashion industry adapted its marketing strategies in response to



the growing influence of information technologies during the 1980s. The book covers the
use of data analytics, targeted advertising, and the role of fashion magazines as influential
marketing platforms. It offers case studies demonstrating successful campaigns that
leveraged new information channels.

9. The Cultural Impact of the Information Society

This text explores the wide-ranging cultural effects of living in an increasingly information-
driven world. It discusses how the 1980s marked a pivotal period in the dissemination of
cultural products, including fashion, through various media. The book highlights the
reciprocal relationship between technological innovation and cultural evolution,
emphasizing fashion magazines as key cultural artifacts.
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