in faulkner's speech what does he say
makes good writing

in faulkner's speech what does he say makes good writing is a question that
delves into the core principles of literary artistry as expressed by one of
America’s most influential authors. William Faulkner, in his renowned speech,
articulates profound insights into the essence of what constitutes good
writing. His perspective highlights not only the technical aspects but also
the emotional and ethical dimensions that elevate writing beyond mere words
on a page. Understanding Faulkner’s views provides valuable guidance for
writers and readers alike, as it emphasizes sincerity, complexity, and a deep
connection to human experience. This article explores Faulkner’s key messages
from his speech, examining the attributes he believes are essential for good
writing. It also discusses how these principles apply to contemporary
literature and writing practices. The following sections will break down
Faulkner’'s ideas to offer a comprehensive understanding of what makes writing
truly exceptional according to him.

e The Core Message of Faulkner’s Speech

e The Role of Truth and Honesty in Writing

e Complexity and Depth as Foundations of Good Writing
e The Importance of Emotion and Human Experience

e Faulkner'’s Views on Style and Language

e Practical Advice for Writers Inspired by Faulkner

The Core Message of Faulkner'’s Speech

In faulkner's speech what does he say makes good writing is fundamentally
tied to the pursuit of truth and the writer’s ability to convey human
experience authentically. Faulkner emphasizes that good writing must
transcend superficial storytelling and embody a sincere exploration of life’s
complexities. He insists that writing should not be concerned merely with
entertainment or stylistic flourish but with the honest representation of the
human condition. This core message sets the tone for his broader reflections
on the ethical and artistic responsibilities of writers. Faulkner’s speech
encourages writers to engage deeply with their subject matter and resist the
temptation to simplify or distort reality for convenience.



Understanding Faulkner’s Intention

Faulkner’'s intention in his speech is to challenge emerging writers and
readers to rethink what truly matters in literature. He argues that good
writing requires courage and dedication, as it involves confronting difficult
truths and presenting them without compromise. His speech is a call to uphold
integrity in creative work, promoting literature as a serious art form that
contributes meaningfully to cultural and social discourse.

The Role of Truth and Honesty in Writing

One of the pivotal points in faulkner's speech what does he say makes good
writing revolves around the concept of truth. Faulkner asserts that good
writing must be grounded in honesty, both with oneself and with the audience.
He believes that the writer’s primary obligation is to depict the truth as
they perceive it, even if that truth is uncomfortable or complex. This
commitment to truthfulness imbues writing with authenticity and power.

Honesty as a Moral Imperative

For Faulkner, honesty is not just a stylistic choice but a moral imperative.
Writers who shy away from truth risk producing shallow or misleading work.
Faulkner's speech highlights that good writing demands a fearless
confrontation with reality, where the writer exposes their own insights and
vulnerabilities. This openness fosters a genuine connection between the
writer and the reader.

The Impact of Truthful Writing on Readers

When writing is honest and truthful, it resonates more deeply with readers.
Faulkner notes that literature’s power lies in its ability to reflect the
complexities of life, prompting readers to engage in self-reflection and
empathy. Thus, truthful writing can inspire understanding and insight, making
it a vital cultural force.

Complexity and Depth as Foundations of Good
Writing

Faulkner insists that good writing must embrace complexity and avoid
oversimplification. According to faulkner's speech what does he say makes
good writing, the richness of literature comes from its ability to explore
multifaceted characters, intricate plots, and ambiguous moral questions. He
warns against the temptation to reduce stories to clear-cut outcomes or easy
answers.



Embracing Ambiguity

Good writing, in Faulkner’s view, acknowledges that life itself is ambiguous
and often contradictory. By reflecting this ambiguity, writers produce works
that are more realistic and thought-provoking. Faulkner’s speech advocates
for literature that challenges readers to think critically rather than
passively consume simplified narratives.

Layered Narratives and Characterization

Faulkner emphasizes the importance of layered storytelling, where characters
and events possess depth and nuance. Good writing reveals the complexity of
human motives and emotions, allowing readers to explore multiple
perspectives. This depth enriches the reading experience and elevates writing
into an art form.

The Importance of Emotion and Human Experience

Faulkner’'s speech highlights that good writing must connect with the
emotional core of human experience. He believes that literature should evoke
feelings and convey the profound realities of life, including suffering, joy,
love, and loss. This emotional resonance is essential for making writing
meaningful and memorable.

Writing from the Heart

In faulkner's speech what does he say makes good writing, he stresses the
necessity of writing with sincerity and passion. The writer’s emotional
investment in their work is palpable and invites readers to share in the
experience. This genuine expression creates a powerful bond between author
and audience.

Reflecting Universal Themes

Faulkner also points out that good writing often explores universal themes
that transcend time and place. By tapping into shared human experiences,
writers create works that remain relevant and impactful across generations.
This universality is a hallmark of enduring literature.

Faulkner’s Views on Style and Language

While content is paramount, Faulkner also comments on the significance of
style and language in good writing. He suggests that style should serve the
story and its themes rather than overshadow them. For Faulkner, the choice of



words, sentence structure, and narrative voice are tools to enhance clarity
and emotional effect.

Clarity and Precision

Faulkner advocates for clarity in writing, arguing that good writing
communicates ideas effectively without unnecessary complexity. However, this
clarity does not mean simplification but rather a precise and deliberate use
of language to convey meaning.

Rhythm and Flow

In addition, Faulkner values the musicality and rhythm of prose. The flow of
sentences and the cadence of words contribute to the reader’s immersion and
emotional response. He encourages writers to be attentive to how language
sounds and feels, as this enhances the overall impact of the work.

Practical Advice for Writers Inspired by
Faulkner

Drawing from faulkner's speech what does he say makes good writing, practical
advice for writers emerges that remains relevant today. Faulkner’s insights
provide a framework for aspiring authors to develop their craft with
integrity and depth.

Key Recommendations

1. Write with honesty: Commit to presenting truth as you understand it,
without distortion.

2. Embrace complexity: Avoid clichés and simplistic portrayals; explore
nuanced characters and themes.

3. Focus on human experience: Connect emotionally with your subject matter
to engage readers.

4. Prioritize clarity: Use language thoughtfully to communicate your ideas
effectively.

5. Be patient and persistent: Good writing requires dedication and
continuous refinement.



Developing a Writer’s Discipline

Faulkner's speech also implicitly encourages writers to cultivate discipline
and resilience. Writing well is not accidental but the result of rigorous
effort and commitment. By internalizing Faulkner’s principles, writers can
strive to produce work that is both artistically significant and ethically
sound.

Frequently Asked Questions

In Faulkner's speech, what does he say is essential
for good writing?

Faulkner emphasizes that good writing requires honesty and a willingness to
explore the complexities of human experience.

According to Faulkner, how important is courage in
good writing?

Faulkner believes courage is crucial; writers must have the bravery to face
difficult truths and express them authentically.

What role does Faulkner assign to the writer's
personal experience in good writing?

Faulkner suggests that drawing from one's own life and emotions helps create
genuine and impactful writing.

Does Faulkner mention the importance of language in
good writing?

Yes, Faulkner highlights that careful and precise use of language is vital to
convey meaning effectively.

How does Faulkner describe the relationship between
good writing and the human condition?

He states that good writing must delve deeply into the human condition,
capturing its complexity and contradictions.

What does Faulkner say about the writer's
responsibility in good writing?

Faulkner asserts that writers have a responsibility to tell the truth and to



challenge readers to think critically.

According to Faulkner, can good writing be taught,
or is it innate?

Faulkner believes that while technical skills can be taught, the passion and
honesty required for good writing come from within the writer.

How does Faulkner view the role of perseverance in
good writing?

He emphasizes that perseverance and dedication are necessary because good
writing often involves hard work and repeated effort.

What advice does Faulkner offer about the purpose of
good writing?

Faulkner advises that good writing should aim to illuminate truth and evoke
empathy, connecting readers to deeper human experiences.

Additional Resources

1. The Elements of Style by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White

This classic guide focuses on clarity, simplicity, and precision in writing.
It emphasizes the importance of strong word choice and grammatical
correctness, aligning with Faulkner's idea that good writing is about
conveying truth and meaning clearly. The book is a must-read for
understanding the fundamentals of effective prose.

2. On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft by Stephen King

Stephen King's memoir combines personal anecdotes with practical advice about
writing. He stresses the importance of honesty and authenticity in
storytelling, echoing Faulkner'’s belief that good writing must come from a
genuine place. King also highlights discipline and perseverance as keys to
successful writing.

3. Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life by Anne Lamott

Anne Lamott offers a candid and humorous look at the writing process. She
encourages writers to embrace imperfection and write from the heart, which
resonates with Faulkner’s emphasis on sincerity and emotional truth. The book
provides both inspiration and practical guidance for aspiring authors.

4. Writing Down the Bones: Freeing the Writer Within by Natalie Goldberg
Natalie Goldberg blends Zen philosophy with writing advice, encouraging
writers to tap into their inner voice. She advocates for honesty and
spontaneity, qualities Faulkner suggests are essential for good writing. This
book helps writers break free from self-doubt and write with authenticity.



5. The Writing Life by Annie Dillard

Annie Dillard explores the challenges and rewards of a writing career,
emphasizing dedication and the pursuit of truth. Her reflections align with
Faulkner’'s assertion that good writing requires deep commitment and a
willingness to confront difficult realities. The book is a poetic meditation
on the craft of writing.

6. Letters to a Young Writer by Colum McCann

In this collection of letters, Colum McCann shares wisdom on storytelling and
the writer’s responsibility to truth. He echoes Faulkner's view that good
writing must be heartfelt and sincere, conveying essential human experiences.
The book offers encouragement and practical advice for emerging writers.

7. Zen in the Art of Writing by Ray Bradbury

Ray Bradbury celebrates the joy and passion that fuel great writing. He
advocates for enthusiasm and emotional engagement, themes that resonate with
Faulkner's idea that good writing involves deep feeling and commitment. This
book inspires writers to embrace their creativity wholeheartedly.

8. Becoming a Writer by Dorothea Brande

Dorothea Brande’s classic work focuses on building the habits and mindset
necessary for successful writing. She emphasizes the importance of discipline
and letting go of fear, which complements Faulkner’s belief in the
persistence required for good writing. The book helps writers develop
confidence and clarity.

9. The Art of Fiction by John Gardner

John Gardner outlines the principles of storytelling and the moral
responsibility of the writer. He stresses the need for authenticity and
emotional truth, ideas central to Faulkner’s concept of good writing. This
book serves as a comprehensive guide for writers striving to craft meaningful
and impactful fiction.
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