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in the autism partnership method which procedure should be implemented is a critical question for educators,
therapists, and caregivers working with individuals on the autism spectrum. The Autism Partnership Method
(APM) is a comprehensive behavioral intervention approach designed to improve social, communication, and
adaptive skills in children with autism. Implementing the correct procedures within this method ensures optimal
outcomes and fosters meaningful progress. This article explores the essential procedures that should be
implemented in the autism partnership method, highlighting assessment, individualized planning, teaching strategies,
data collection, and ongoing evaluation. Understanding these processes will help professionals and families
apply evidence-based techniques effectively. The discussion will include a detailed breakdown of the core
components and procedural steps integral to the autism partnership method.
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Individualized Program Development

Teaching Procedures and Intervention Techniques
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Assessment and Functional Analysis

The foundation of the autism partnership method lies in a thorough assessment and functional analysis. This
procedure should be implemented first to establish a clear understanding of the individual's strengths,
challenges, and behavioral functions. Comprehensive assessments include direct observation, interviews with
caregivers, and standardized testing tools tailored to autism spectrum disorder (ASD).

Identifying Target Behaviors

Target behaviors are specific skills or challenges that the intervention aims to address. In the autism
partnership method, these behaviors are identified through functional behavior assessment (FBA) procedures
that determine the antecedents and consequences maintaining problematic behaviors. This step is vital to ensure
that interventions are personalized and effective.

Functional Analysis Procedures

Functional analysis involves systematically manipulating environmental variables to identify the purpose of
certain behaviors. This procedure helps in creating behavior intervention plans that address the root causes
rather than just symptoms. Implementing functional analysis within APM provides a scientific basis for selecting
appropriate teaching strategies.



Individualized Program Development

Once assessment data is collected, the next procedure to implement in the autism partnership method is
individualized program development. This involves creating tailored intervention plans that align with the
learner’s unique needs, preferences, and developmental level. Individualized programs promote meaningful skill
acquisition and reduce challenging behaviors.

Goal Setting and Prioritization

Setting clear, measurable, and achievable goals is essential. Goals typically cover communication, social
interaction, self-help, and academic skills. Prioritization ensures that the most critical skills are targeted
first to maximize functional independence and quality of life.

Task Analysis and Curriculum Design

Task analysis breaks down complex skills into smaller, teachable components. The curriculum is designed to
sequence these tasks logically, allowing systematic skill development. This procedure facilitates mastery of
each step before progressing to more challenging tasks.

Teaching Procedures and Intervention Techniques

The core of the autism partnership method is the implementation of evidence-based teaching procedures. These
techniques are carefully selected and applied to promote learning and behavior change in individuals with
autism. Implementing these procedures consistently is key to achieving long-term success.

Discrete Trial Training (DTT)

DTT is a structured teaching approach that uses clear instructions, prompts, responses, and reinforcement. It
is widely used in APM to teach new skills through repetition and positive reinforcement. This procedure includes
breaking down skills into discrete steps and reinforcing correct responses immediately.

Natural Environment Teaching (NET)

NET involves teaching skills within the learner’s natural settings, promoting generalization and spontaneous
use of skills. This procedure encourages functional communication and social interactions by embedding teaching
opportunities into everyday activities.

Prompting and Fading Techniques

Prompting helps learners perform desired behaviors by providing additional cues or assistance. Gradual fading
of prompts ensures that the learner becomes independent over time. This procedure is critical to avoid prompt
dependency and to encourage autonomous skill use.

Reinforcement Strategies

Reinforcement is used to increase desirable behaviors by providing positive consequences. The autism partnership
method utilizes individualized reinforcement plans that consider the learner’s preferences and motivation.
Consistent reinforcement strengthens learning and maintains engagement.



Data Collection and Progress Monitoring

Implementing systematic data collection and progress monitoring is an essential procedure in the autism
partnership method. Accurate data guides decision-making, allowing practitioners to evaluate the effectiveness
of interventions and make necessary adjustments.

Continuous Data Recording

Behavioral data is recorded during each session to track skill acquisition, frequency of behaviors, and
response to interventions. Methods include frequency counts, duration recording, and trial-by-trial data. This
procedure ensures objective measurement of progress.

Data Analysis and Interpretation

Collected data is analyzed regularly to identify trends and patterns. Data interpretation informs whether
current procedures are effective or if modifications are needed. This ongoing evaluation is crucial for
maintaining treatment integrity and achieving goals.

Generalization and Maintenance Procedures

In the autism partnership method, it is vital to implement procedures that promote generalization and
maintenance of learned skills. This ensures that skills are transferred across environments, people, and
contexts and are retained over time.

Programming for Generalization

Generalization strategies include teaching skills in multiple settings, using different materials, and involving
various communication partners. This procedure helps the learner apply skills flexibly in real-life situations.

Maintenance Procedures

Maintenance involves continuing reinforcement and periodic review of skills to prevent skill loss. Scheduling
maintenance sessions and utilizing natural reinforcers are common procedures to sustain long-term learning.

Collaboration and Team Approach

Successful implementation of the autism partnership method requires a collaborative team approach. This
procedure involves coordination among therapists, educators, families, and other professionals to ensure
consistency and maximize outcomes.

Family Involvement and Training

Families are integral to the intervention process. Training caregivers in APM procedures empowers them to
support skill development in everyday routines. This increased involvement enhances generalization and
maintenance.



Interdisciplinary Coordination

Collaboration among speech therapists, occupational therapists, behavior analysts, and educators ensures a
holistic approach. Regular team meetings and shared goal setting are procedures that promote unified
intervention efforts.

Communication and Documentation

Effective communication and thorough documentation support transparency and continuity of care.
Implementing standardized reporting and feedback procedures helps maintain alignment among team members and
tracks progress efficiently.

Conduct thorough assessments and functional analyses to identify target behaviors

Create individualized and prioritized intervention programs

Apply evidence-based teaching techniques such as DTT and NET

Implement consistent data collection and ongoing progress monitoring

Use strategies for generalization and maintenance of skills

Foster collaboration among team members and involve families actively

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Autism Partnership Method?

The Autism Partnership Method is an evidence-based behavioral intervention approach designed to improve
communication, social skills, and behavior in individuals with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) through
systematic teaching and positive reinforcement.

Which procedure should be implemented first in the Autism Partnership
Method?

The initial procedure typically involves conducting a thorough assessment of the individual's skills and needs
to develop a tailored intervention plan that guides subsequent teaching strategies.

How does prompting work in the Autism Partnership Method?

Prompting involves providing cues or assistance to encourage the desired response or behavior, which is then
gradually faded to promote independent functioning.

What role does reinforcement play in the Autism Partnership Method?

Reinforcement is used to increase the likelihood of desired behaviors by providing positive consequences
immediately following the behavior, thereby encouraging repetition.



Should error correction be implemented in the Autism Partnership Method?

Yes, error correction is implemented carefully to guide the learner towards the correct response without
causing frustration, often by modeling the correct behavior and providing additional prompts if necessary.

Are data collection and progress monitoring procedures part of the Autism
Partnership Method?

Yes, systematic data collection and ongoing progress monitoring are essential procedures to evaluate the
effectiveness of interventions and make data-driven decisions for adjustments.

How is generalization addressed in the Autism Partnership Method?

The method includes procedures to promote generalization by teaching skills across various settings, people,
and materials to ensure the individual can apply learned behaviors in real-life situations.

Additional Resources
1. Teaching Language to Children with Autism or Other Developmental Disabilities
This foundational book by Mark L. Sundberg outlines the principles of the Verbal Behavior (VB) approach,
which is integral to the Autism Partnership Method. It provides practical guidance on language teaching
procedures tailored to children with autism, emphasizing reinforcement strategies and data-driven instruction.
The book is highly regarded for its clear explanations and step-by-step methodologies.

2. The Essentials of Verbal Behavior
Authored by Mary Lynch Barbera and Tracy Rasmussen, this book delves into the Verbal Behavior approach
used in autism interventions. It covers assessment, intervention planning, and the implementation of procedures
that focus on functional communication skills. The text includes practical examples and case studies to help
practitioners apply the Autism Partnership Method effectively.

3. Autism Partnership Method: A Step-by-Step Guide to Teaching Children with Autism
This guide provides a comprehensive overview of the Autism Partnership Method, focusing on the procedures and
strategies for effective teaching. It covers key components such as motivation, prompting, reinforcement, and
error correction within the ABA framework. The book is designed for both new and experienced practitioners
seeking to enhance their instructional techniques.

4. Applied Behavior Analysis for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders
This book explores evidence-based ABA procedures that align with the Autism Partnership Method. It emphasizes
individualized treatment planning, data collection, and behavioral interventions that promote skill acquisition.
The authors discuss how to implement procedures such as discrete trial teaching and natural environment
training effectively.

5. Verbal Behavior Intervention: Integrating ABA and Speech Therapy for Children with Autism
Combining ABA principles with speech therapy, this book provides procedural guidance on teaching language and
communication skills. It highlights the use of the Autism Partnership Method’s techniques to foster verbal
behavior in children with autism. The text includes practical strategies for collaboration between therapists
and educators.

6. The VB-MAPP: Verbal Behavior Milestones Assessment and Placement Program
Developed by Mark L. Sundberg, the VB-MAPP is an assessment tool that aligns with the Autism Partnership
Method’s procedures. This book explains how to use the VB-MAPP to identify language and social milestones
and to develop targeted intervention plans. It serves as both an assessment guide and a manual for implementing
effective teaching procedures.

7. Motivating Children with Autism to Learn: Practical Strategies for Teachers and Parents
This book focuses on motivation strategies critical to the Autism Partnership Method. It details procedures



to increase engagement and reduce challenging behaviors by using reinforcement and choice-making. The authors
provide actionable techniques that help create a positive learning environment.

8. Prompting and Fading: Procedures for Teaching Children with Autism
Specializing in the use of prompts and prompt fading, this book outlines systematic procedures to support skill
acquisition while promoting independence. It aligns with the Autism Partnership Method’s emphasis on carefully
planned teaching trials and gradual reduction of assistance. The book includes visual aids and step-by-step
instructions.

9. Data Collection and Analysis in Autism Intervention
Accurate data collection is essential to the Autism Partnership Method, and this book provides detailed
procedures for tracking progress and making data-driven decisions. It covers various data collection systems,
graphing techniques, and analysis methods used by practitioners. The book is practical for those implementing
ABA-based interventions and seeking to refine their procedural fidelity.
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