IN WHAT U.S. POLITICAL FORUM IS PUERTO RICO REPRESENTED

IN WHAT U.S. POLITICAL FORUM IS PUERTO RICO REPRESENTED IS A QUESTION THAT OFTEN ARISES DUE TO PUERTO RICO’S
UNIQUE POLITICAL STATUS AS A U.S. TERRITORY RATHER THAN A STATE. UNLIKE THE FIFTY STATES, PUErRTO RICO DOES NOT
HAVE FULL VOTING REPRESENTATION IN THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS, YET IT PARTICIPATES IN CERTAIN POLITICAL FORUMS
WITH VARYING DEGREES OF INFLUENCE. UNDERSTANDING THE POLITICAL FORUMS IN WHICH PUERTO RICO IS REPRESENTED
REQUIRES AN EXAMINATION OF ITS STATUS IN CONGRESS, ITS LOCAL GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE, AND PARTICIPATION IN
NATIONAL POLITICAL PROCESSES. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE KEY U.S. POLITICAL FORUMS WHERE PUERTO RICO HAS
REPRESENTATION, HIGHLIGHTS ITS ROLE IN FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE BODIES, AND EXPLAINS THE IMPLICATIONS OF ITS TERRITORIAL
STATUS ON POLITICAL PARTICIPATION. THE DISCUSSION ALSO COVERS PUERTO RICO’S INVOLVEMENT IN PRESIDENTIAL
PRIMARIES AND THE LIMITATIONS PLACED ON ITS RESIDENTS IN U.S. FEDERAL ELECTIONS. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS PROVIDE A
COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THESE TOPICS TO CLARIFY IN WHAT U.S. POLITICAL FORUM PUERTO RICO IS REPRESENTED.

PUErTO Rico’s STATUS AS A U.S. TERRITORY

® REPRESENTATION IN THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS

® PARTICIPATION IN PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES AND ELECTIONS

LocaL GOVERNMENT AND PoLiTicAaL ForuMs IN PUErTO Rico

IMPACT oF PUERTO RICO’s PoLITICAL REPRESENTATION

PuUerTO RICO’s STATUS AS A U.S. TERRITORY

PUERTO RICO IS AN UNINCORPORATED TERRITORY OF THE UNITED STATES, ACQUIRED IN 1898 FOLLOWING THE SPANISH-
AMERICAN W/ AR. THIS TERRITORIAL STATUS MEANS PUERTO RICO IS SUBJECT To U.S. SOVEREIGNTY BUT DOES NOT ENJOY ALL
THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES AFFORDED TO STATES. THE ISLAND’S POLITICAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE
MAINLAND UNITED STATES IS GOVERNED BY THE TERRITORIAL CLAUSE OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION AND THE PUERTO RICAN
FEDERAL RELATIONS ACT. THIS UNIQUE STATUS DIRECTLY INFLUENCES IN WHAT U.S. POLITICAL FORUM PUERTO RICO IS
REPRESENTED, AS IT LIMITS THE POLITICAL RIGHTS AND REPRESENTATION OF ITS RESIDENTS IN FEDERAL INSTITUTIONS.

IMPLICATIONS OF TERRITORIAL STATUS

AS A TERRITORY, PUERTO RICO’S RESIDENTS ARE U.S. CITIZENS BUT CANNOT VOTE IN U.S. PRESIDENTIAL GENERAL ELECTIONS.
ADDITIONALLY, PUERTO RICO DOES NOT HAVE VOTING REPRESENTATION IN THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OR THE
SENATE. INSTEAD, THE ISLAND ELECTS A RESIDENT COMMISSIONER WHO SERVES AS A NON-VOTING MEMBER IN THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES. THIS ARRANGEMENT SHAPES THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF PUERTO RICO’S INVOLVEMENT IN U.S. POLITICAL
FORUMS AND FEDERAL DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES.

REPRESENTATION IN THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS

ONE OF THE PRIMARY U.S. POLITICAL FORUMS WHERE PUERTO RICO IS REPRESENTED IS THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS, ALBEIT
IN A LIMITED CAPACITY. PUERTO RICO ELECTS A RESIDENT COMMISSIONER TO THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WHO
REPRESENTS THE TERRITORY’S INTERESTS BUT LACKS FULL VOTING POWER. THE ABSENCE OF SENATORS OR VOTING
REPRESENTATIVES UNDERSCORES THE LIMITATIONS PUERTO RICO FACES IN FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE FORUMS.



THe RoLE oF THE ReSIDENT COMMISSIONER

THe ResIDENT COMMISSIONER IS PUERTO RICO’S SOLE REPRESENTATIVE IN THE U.S. CONGRESS. ELECTED EVERY FOUR YEARS,
THE COMMISSIONER SERVES ON COMMITTEES, PARTICIPATES IN DEBATES, AND ADVOCATES FOR PUERTO RICO’S INTERESTS.
HoweVer, THE COMMISSIONER CANNOT VOTE ON THE FINAL PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION ON THE HOUSE FLOOR. THIS NON-VOTING
ROLE MEANS THAT WHILE PUERTO RICO HAS A VOICE IN LEGISLATIVE DISCUSSIONS, IT LACKS DECISIVE INFLUENCE IN
CONGRESSIONAL LAWMAKING.

CONGRESSIONAL LIMITATIONS

UNLIKE STATES THAT HAVE TWO SENATORS AND VOTING MEMBERS IN THE HOUSE, PUERTO RICO’S REPRESENTATION IS LIMITED
TO ONE NON-VOTING MEMBER. THIS DISTINCTION AFFECTS THE TERRITORY’S ABILITY TO INFLUENCE FEDERAL POLICIES, BUDGET
ALLOCATIONS, AND LEGISLATION THAT DIRECTLY IMPACT ITS RESIDENTS. THE LACK OF VOTING POWER IN CONGRESS IS A KEY
FACTOR IN ONGOING DEBATES ABOUT PUERTO RICO’S POLITICAL STATUS AND CALLS FOR STATEHOOD OR INCREASED
AUTONOMY.

PARTICIPATION IN PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES AND ELECTIONS

IN WHAT U.S. POLITICAL FORUM IS PUERTO RICO REPRESENTED ALSO INCLUDES THE PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION PROCESS. W/HILE
PUERTO RICO’S RESIDENTS CANNOT VOTE IN THE GENERAL PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, THEY DO PARTICIPATE IN THE PRESIDENTIAL
PRIMARY ELECTIONS FOR BOTH MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES. THIS PARTICIPATION PROVIDES THE TERRITORY WITH SOME INFLUENCE
IN SELECTING PARTY NOMINEES FOR THE PRESIDENCY.

PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES IN PUERTO RICO

PUERTO RICO HOLDS PRIMARY ELECTIONS OR CAUCUSES FOR THE DEMOCRATIC AND REPUBLICAN PARTIES, ALLOWING RESIDENTS
TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE NOMINATION OF PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES. DELEGATES FROM PUERTO RICO ATTEND NATIONAL PARTY
CONVENTIONS AND CAN VOTE FOR THEIR PREFERRED CANDIDATES. THIS PROCESS GRANTS PUERTO RICO A DEGREE OF POLITICAL
ENGAGEMENT IN NATIONAL PARTY POLITICS, ALBEIT LIMITED TO THE PRIMARY STAGE.

LIMITATIONS IN GENERAL ELECTIONS

DESPITE PARTICIPATING IN PRIMARIES, PUERTO RICO’S RESIDENTS CANNOT VOTE IN THE GENERAL PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
BECAUSE THE TERRITORY DOES NOT HAVE ELECTORAL VOTES. THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE SYSTEM REQUIRES STATES OR THE
DisTrRICT oF COLUMBIA TO PARTICIPATE, AND AS A TERRITORY, PUERTO RICO IS EXCLUDED. THIS EXCLUSION CREATES A
UNIQUE SITUATION WHERE PUERTO RICANS HAVE A SAY IN CANDIDATE SELECTION BUT NOT IN THE FINAL ELECTORAL OUTCOME.

LocAL GOVERNMENT AND PoLITICAL FOrRUMS IN PUERTO Rico

BEYOND FEDERAL FORUMS, PUERTO RICO HAS A ROBUST LOCAL GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE WHERE POLITICAL REPRESENTATION
OPERATES FULLY. THE ISLAND HAS ITS OWN ELECTED GOVERNOR, LEGISLATURE, AND MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENTS. THESE LOCAL
POLITICAL FORUMS ARE SIGNIFICANT IN GOVERNING THE TERRITORY’S AFFAIRS AND INTERACTING WITH FEDERAL AGENCIES.

PuUerTO RIco’s GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE

PUERTO RICO’S GOVERNMENT IS MODELED AFTER A STATE GOVERNMENT, WITH EXECUTIVE, LEGISLATIVE, AND JUDICIAL
BRANCHES. THE GOVERNOR IS THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE, AND THE BICAMERAL LEGISLATURE CONSISTS OF A SENATE AND HoUSE oF
REPRESENTATIVES. THESE ENTITIES ENACT LAWS, MANAGE BUDGETS, AND OVERSEE PUBLIC POLICY FOR THE TERRITORY.
POLITICAL PARTIES IN PUERTO RICO ALSO PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SHAPING LOCAL GOVERNANCE AND PUBLIC DISCOURSE.



LocAL PoLiTicaL ForuMs AND FEDERAL RELATIONS

PUERTO RICO’S GOVERNMENT MAINTAINS ONGOING DIALOGUE WITH FEDERAL AGENCIES AND CONGRESS TO ADVOCATE FOR THE
TERRITORY’S NEEDS. THE LOCAL LEGISLATURE AND GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OFTEN WORK THROUGH THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONER TO
INFLUENCE FEDERAL POLICY. THIS INTERACTION REPRESENTS ANOTHER POLITICAL FORUM WHERE PUERTO RICO’S INTERESTS ARE
EXPRESSED AND NEGOTIATED, THOUGH ALWAYS WITHIN THE CONSTRAINTS OF ITS TERRITORIAL STATUS.

IMPACT ofF PUERTO RIcO’s PoLITICAL REPRESENTATION

THE QUESTION OF IN WHAT U.S. POLITICAL FORUM PUERTO RICO IS REPRESENTED IS NOT ONLY ABOUT FORMAL STRUCTURES
BUT ALSO ABOUT THE PRACTICAL IMPACT OF SUCH REPRESENTATION. THE ISLAND’S LIMITED PRESENCE IN CONGRESS AND
EXCLUSION FROM THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE AFFECTS POLICYMAKING, FEDERAL FUNDING, AND POLITICAL INFLUENCE. THESE
FACTORS CONTRIBUTE TO ONGOING DISCUSSIONS ABOUT PUERTO RICO’S FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS AND THE PURSUIT OF
EQUAL REPRESENTATION.

ADVOCACY FOR INCREASED REPRESENTATION

MANY ADVOCATES AND POLITICAL LEADERS IN PUERTO RICO ARGUE FOR FULL VOTING REPRESENTATION IN CONGRESS OR
STATEHOOD TO ADDRESS THE DEMOCRATIC DEFICIT. PROPOSALS RANGE FROM GRANTING PUERTO RICO VOTING MEMBERS IN
CONGRESS TO ENABLING PARTICIPATION IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. THESE EFFORTS HIGHLIGHT THE DESIRE FOR GREATER
INCLUSION IN U.S. POLITICAL FORUMS AND EQUAL RIGHTS FOR PUERTO RICAN CITIZENS.

CONSEQUENCES OF LIMITED REPRESENTATION

THE LIMITATIONS ON PUERTO RICO’S REPRESENTATION AFFECT FEDERAL BUDGET DECISIONS, DISASTER RESPONSE, AND SOCIAL
PROGRAMS. W/ITHOUT VOTING POWER IN CONGRESS, PUERTO RICO DEPENDS HEAVILY ON NEGOTIATIONS AND ADVOCACY
THROUGH THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONER AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT. THIS DYNAMIC INFLUENCES THE TERRITORY’S POLITICAL
STABILITY, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND RELATIONSHIP WITH THE MAINLAND UNITED STATES.

PUErRTO RICO’s STATUS AS A U.S. TERRITORY RESTRICTS FULL POLITICAL REPRESENTATION.

THE ResIDENT COMMISSIONER SERVES AS A NON-VOTING MEMBER IN THE U.S. HOUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES.

PUERTO RICO PARTICIPATES IN PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES BUT NOT IN GENERAL PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS.

® | OCAL GOVERNMENT IN PUERTO RICO OPERATES WITH ELECTED OFFICIALS AND LEGISLATIVE BODIES.

¢ ONGOING DEBATES FOCUS ON EXPANDING PUERTO RICO’S REPRESENTATION AND POLITICAL RIGHTS.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

IN WHICH U.S. POLITICAL FORUM IS PUERTO RICO OFFICIALLY REPRESENTED?

PUERTO RICO IS OFFICIALLY REPRESENTED IN THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES BY A RESIDENT COMMISSIONER, WHO HAS A
VOICE BUT LIMITED VOTING RIGHTS.



Does PUERTO RICO HAVE VOTING REPRESENTATION IN THE U.S. CONGRESS?

NO, PUERTO RICO DOES NOT HAVE VOTING REPRESENTATION IN CONGRESS. ITS RESIDENT COMMISSIONER CAN PARTICIPATE IN
DEBATES AND COMMITTEES BUT CANNOT VOTE ON THE HOUSE FLOOR.

CAN PUerTO Rico voTE IN U.S. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS?

PUERTO RICO RESIDENTS CANNOT VOTE IN U.S. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS SINCE IT IS A U.S. TERRITORY, NOT A STATE.

\W/HAT ROLE DOES THE ReSIDENT COMMISSIONER OF PUERTO Rico PLAY IN U.S.
POLITICAL FORUMS?

THe ResIDENT COMMISSIONER REPRESENTS PUERTO RICO IN THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, SERVING ON COMMITTEES
AND ADVOCATING FOR THE TERRITORY'S INTERESTS.

Is PUERTO RICO REPRESENTED IN THE U.S. SENATE?

No, PUERTO RICO IS NOT REPRESENTED IN THE U.S. SENATE BECAUSE IT IS NOT A STATE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. PuerTO Rico AND THE UNITED STATES: THE POLITICAL STATUS DEBATE

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE COMPLEX RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PUERTO RICO AND THE UNITED STATES, FOCUSING ON THE
ISLAND’S POLITICAL STATUS AND REPRESENTATION. |T DELVES INTO THE HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY DEBATES
SURROUNDING PUERTO RICO’S LACK OF VOTING REPRESENTATION IN CONGRESS. READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE LEGAL AND
POLITICAL FRAMEWORKS THAT DEFINE PUERTO RICO’S POSITION WITHIN THE U.S. POLITICAL SYSTEM.

2. THE ResipenT ComMmMiSSIONER: PUERTO Rico’s VVoice IN THE ULS. CONGRESS

THIS WORK EXAMINES THE UNIQUE ROLE OF PUERTO RICO’s RESIDENT COMMISSIONER, THE TERRITORY’S NON-VOTING DELEGATE
To THe U.S. HoUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. |T DISCUSSES THE POWERS, LIMITATIONS, AND POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS
POSITION IN ADVOCATING FOR PUERTO RICAN INTERESTS. THE BOOK ALSO HIGHLIGHTS KEY FIGURES WHO HAVE HELD THE OFFICE
AND THEIR IMPACT oN U.S. pPoLITICS.

3. RepPrReSENTATION WiTHOUT VOTES: PUerTO Rico’s PoLiTicAL STATUS AnND U.S. CONGRESS

FOCUSING ON THE CHALLENGES OF REPRESENTATION, THIS BOOK ANALYZES HOW PUERTO RICO’S CITIZENS ARE REPRESENTED IN
THE U.S. POLITICAL FORUM DESPITE LACKING VOTING RIGHTS IN CONGRESS. |T COVERS THE IMPLICATIONS OF THIS STATUS FOR
DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE. THE AUTHOR ALSO CONSIDERS VARIOUS PROPOSALS FOR CHANGING PUERTO RICO’S POLITICAL
STATUS.

4. PUerTO RIco’s PoLiTICAL STATUS: A CONGRESSIONAL HISTORY

THIS HISTORICAL ACCOUNT TRACES PUERTO RICO’S EVOLVING POLITICAL STATUS THROUGH THE LENS OF CONGRESSIONAL
LEGISLATION AND DEBATES. |T DETAILS KEY ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS THAT HAVE SHAPED THE ISLAND’S GOVERNANCE AND
REPRESENTATION. THE BOOK PROVIDES CONTEXT FOR UNDERSTANDING CURRENT POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS ABOUT STATEHOOD,
INDEPENDENCE, OR ENHANCED COMMONWEALTH STATUS.

5. U.S. TerrITORIES AND POLITICAL REPRESENTATION: THE CASE OF PUERTO RICO

THIS BOOK SITUATES PUERTO RICO WITHIN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF U.S. TERRITORIES AND THEIR POLITICAL
REPRESENTATION. |T COMPARES PUERTO RICO’S POLITICAL RIGHTS AND REPRESENTATION IN CONGRESS WITH OTHER TERRITORIES
LIKE GUAM AND THE U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS. THE ANALYSIS ADDRESSES LEGAL, POLITICAL, AND SOCIAL DIMENSIONS OF
TERRITORIAL REPRESENTATION.

6. PUERTO RIcO’s (QQUEST FOR STATEHOOD: POLITICAL REPRESENTATION IN THE U.S. FORUM

EXAMINING THE MOVEMENT FOR PUERTO RICAN STATEHOOD, THIS BOOK DISCUSSES HOW POLITICAL REPRESENTATION IS A
CENTRAL THEME IN THE CAMPAIGN. |T PROVIDES AN OVERVIEW OF THE STATEHOOD REFERENDUMS AND THE RESPONSES FROM THE
U.S. CoNGRESS. THE BOOK ALSO EXPLORES THE POTENTIAL POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES OF STATEHOOD.



7. CONGRESS AND THE CARIBBEAN: PUERTO RICO’S POLITICAL REPRESENTATION

THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT PUERTO RICO’S INTERACTIONS WITH THE U.S. CONGRESS AND ITS EFFORTS TO
SECURE GREATER POLITICAL REPRESENTATION. |T HIGHLIGHTS SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE BATTLES AND ADVOCACY EFFORTS BY
PUERTO RICAN LEADERS. THE NARRATIVE SHEDS LIGHT ON THE BROADER CARIBBEAN CONTEXT AND U.S. TERRITORIAL POLICY.

8. VOTING RIGHTS AND REPRESENTA TION: PUERTO Rico IN THE ULS. POLITICAL SYSTEM

FOCUSING ON VOTING RIGHTS, THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE PARADOX OF PUERTO RICAN CITIZENS WHO ARE U.S. NATIONALS BUT
CANNOT VOTE IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS OR HAVE FULL CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATION. |T DISCUSSES LEGAL CHALLENGES
AND CIVIL RIGHTS PERSPECTIVES SURROUNDING THIS ISSUE. THE BOOK ALSO CONSIDERS FUTURE PATHWAYS TO ENHANCED
POLITICAL PARTICIPATION.

Q. THE PoLITICAL STATUS oF PUERTO Rico: REPRESENTATION IN U.S. FEDERAL FORUMS

THIS COMPREHENSIVE BOOK ANALYZES PUERTO RICO’S POLITICAL STATUS WITH A FOCUS ON ITS REPRESENTATION IN VARIOUS
U.S. FEDERAL POLITICAL FORUMS, INCLUDING CONGRESS AND FEDERAL AGENCIES. |T EXAMINES THE LEGAL AND POLITICAL
MECHANISMS THAT DEFINE PUERTO RICO’S ROLE AND INFLUENCE. THE AUTHOR OFFERS INSIGHTS INTO ONGOING DEBATES AND
POTENTIAL REFORMS.
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