indeed physical therapist assistant

indeed physical therapist assistant roles are an essential part of the healthcare system,
supporting licensed physical therapists in delivering high-quality patient care. These professionals
assist in rehabilitative treatments that improve mobility, reduce pain, and enhance the overall
quality of life for individuals recovering from injury or managing chronic conditions. The demand for
physical therapist assistants continues to grow, driven by an aging population and increased
awareness of physical therapy benefits. Indeed, job seekers often turn to platforms like Indeed to
explore opportunities, understand salary expectations, and learn about certification requirements.
This article provides a comprehensive overview of the indeed physical therapist assistant profession,
including qualifications, job responsibilities, salary insights, and career growth prospects. Readers
will gain a clear understanding of what it takes to succeed in this rewarding healthcare field.

e Overview of Physical Therapist Assistant Profession
e Educational and Certification Requirements

¢ Job Responsibilities and Work Environment

e Salary and Employment Trends on Indeed

e Career Advancement Opportunities

e How to Find Physical Therapist Assistant Jobs on Indeed

Overview of Physical Therapist Assistant Profession

The role of a physical therapist assistant (PTA) involves working under the supervision of licensed
physical therapists to provide rehabilitative care. PTAs help patients recover from injuries,
surgeries, or illnesses by assisting with exercises, manual therapy, and the use of therapeutic
equipment. This profession combines clinical skills with compassionate patient interaction, making it
both challenging and fulfilling. Indeed physical therapist assistant listings reveal a wide range of
work settings, including hospitals, outpatient clinics, rehabilitation centers, nursing homes, and
home health agencies. The position is ideal for individuals interested in healthcare careers that
emphasize hands-on patient care and teamwork.

Importance in Healthcare

Physical therapist assistants play a crucial role in the healthcare continuum by helping improve
patient outcomes and reducing recovery times. They implement treatment plans designed by
physical therapists, monitor patient progress, and educate patients about injury prevention and
wellness. This support allows physical therapists to manage more patients effectively, enhancing the
overall efficiency of physical therapy services.



Common Work Settings

Indeed physical therapist assistant job postings often highlight diverse work environments, which
include:

e Hospitals and acute care facilities

e Outpatient rehabilitation clinics

e Long-term care and skilled nursing facilities
e Home health care services

e Sports and fitness centers

Educational and Certification Requirements

Becoming a physical therapist assistant requires completing an accredited associate degree program
followed by obtaining state licensure or certification. These educational programs typically last two
years and include both classroom instruction and clinical practice. Indeed physical therapist
assistant job descriptions consistently emphasize the importance of accredited education and
passing the National Physical Therapy Exam (NPTE) for PTAs to ensure competence in patient care.

Accredited Programs

Accreditation ensures that PTA programs meet specific standards of quality and comprehensiveness.
The Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE) is the primary accrediting
body. Students receive instruction in anatomy, physiology, kinesiology, therapeutic modalities, and
patient care techniques. Clinical internships provide hands-on experience in real healthcare settings,
preparing graduates for professional practice.

Licensure and Certification

After completing an accredited program, candidates must pass the NPTE administered by the
Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy. Most states require licensure or certification to
legally practice as a PTA. Continuing education is also necessary to maintain certification and stay
updated on the latest clinical practices.

Job Responsibilities and Work Environment

The daily duties of a physical therapist assistant are varied and patient-focused. Indeed physical
therapist assistant job listings describe responsibilities such as assisting patients with therapeutic
exercises, documenting patient progress, and maintaining treatment areas and equipment. PTAs
must follow physical therapists’ treatment plans accurately and communicate effectively with



patients and healthcare teams.

Typical Duties

Physical therapist assistants perform a range of tasks, including:

¢ Guiding patients through prescribed exercises and stretches

e Applying therapeutic modalities such as heat, cold, ultrasound, or electrical stimulation
e Monitoring patient responses and reporting changes to physical therapists

e Educating patients on proper use of assistive devices (e.g., crutches, walkers)

e Maintaining detailed treatment records and documentation

Work Environment Considerations

PTAs work in dynamic environments that require physical stamina and interpersonal skills. Shifts
may include evenings or weekends depending on the facility. The role often involves standing for
long periods, moving patients, and handling equipment safely. Indeed physical therapist assistant
reviews frequently note the importance of teamwork and adaptability in these settings.

Salary and Employment Trends on Indeed

Salary data for physical therapist assistants varies based on location, experience, and employer type.
Indeed physical therapist assistant salary reports indicate competitive wages with opportunities for
overtime and bonuses. The Bureau of Labor Statistics also projects strong job growth for PTAs,
reflecting increased demand for rehabilitative services nationwide.

Average Salary Insights

According to Indeed job listings and salary aggregators, the average annual salary for a physical
therapist assistant in the United States ranges between $50,000 and $65,000. Factors influencing
salary include:

e Geographic location and cost of living
e Type of healthcare facility
e Years of experience and specialization

¢ Additional certifications or skills



Job Market Demand

The healthcare sector’s expansion, coupled with an aging population requiring rehabilitative
services, drives robust demand for PTAs. Indeed physical therapist assistant job postings frequently
highlight a variety of openings across urban and rural areas. Employment prospects remain
favorable, with opportunities for both full-time and part-time positions.

Career Advancement Opportunities

While physical therapist assistant roles provide a solid foundation in rehabilitative care, there are
several pathways for career advancement. Indeed physical therapist assistant professionals may
choose to pursue further education or specialize in areas such as orthopedics, geriatrics, or
pediatrics to enhance their expertise and earning potential.

Advanced Certifications

Additional certifications can improve a PTA’s qualifications and marketability. Examples include:
e Certified Lymphedema Therapist
e Geriatric Certified Specialist
e Orthopedic Certified Specialist

e Sports Certified Specialist

Educational Progression

Some PTAs opt to continue their education to become licensed physical therapists by earning a
Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree. This transition offers expanded responsibilities and higher
salary potential but requires significant additional schooling.

How to Find Physical Therapist Assistant Jobs on
Indeed

Indeed is a leading platform for job seekers looking for physical therapist assistant positions. The
website offers extensive listings filtered by location, salary range, and employer type. Job seekers
can upload resumes, apply directly, and receive alerts for new postings matching their criteria.



Effective Job Search Strategies

To maximize success when searching for indeed physical therapist assistant jobs, consider the
following tips:

1. Use targeted keywords such as “physical therapist assistant,” “PTA,” and specific locations.
2. Set up email alerts to stay informed of new job openings.

3. Customize resumes and cover letters to highlight relevant skills and certifications.

4. Research potential employers to tailor applications and prepare for interviews.

5. Network with healthcare professionals and join relevant organizations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of a Physical Therapist Assistant (PTA) as
described on Indeed?

A Physical Therapist Assistant (PTA) helps physical therapists provide treatment to patients
recovering from injuries or illnesses, assisting with exercises, monitoring progress, and ensuring
patient safety.

What qualifications are typically required for a Physical
Therapist Assistant position on Indeed?

Most PTA positions on Indeed require an associate degree from an accredited PTA program and
state licensure or certification.

What is the average salary for a Physical Therapist Assistant
according to Indeed data?

Indeed reports that the average salary for a Physical Therapist Assistant in the United States is
around $60,000 per year, though this can vary by location and experience.

What skills are employers frequently seeking in Physical
Therapist Assistant candidates on Indeed?

Employers often look for skills such as patient care, communication, knowledge of rehabilitation
techniques, teamwork, and proficiency in documenting patient progress.



How can I find Physical Therapist Assistant job openings on
Indeed?

You can search for PTA jobs on Indeed by entering keywords like 'Physical Therapist Assistant' and
your desired location to find relevant job listings.

What is the job outlook for Physical Therapist Assistants
according to Indeed?

Indeed indicates a positive job outlook for PTAs, with employment projected to grow faster than
average due to an aging population and increased demand for rehabilitation services.

Are there any certifications or licenses I need to work as a PTA
mentioned on Indeed?

Yes, most PTA jobs on Indeed require candidates to be licensed or certified in the state they wish to
practice, which typically involves passing the National Physical Therapy Exam for PTAs.

What are some common responsibilities of a Physical
Therapist Assistant listed in Indeed job descriptions?

Common responsibilities include assisting patients with exercises, recording patient progress,
preparing treatment areas, and collaborating with physical therapists to implement care plans.

Can I find entry-level Physical Therapist Assistant jobs on
Indeed?

Yes, Indeed lists entry-level PTA jobs that may require limited experience, often suitable for recent
graduates of accredited PTA programs.

What tips does Indeed offer for applying to Physical Therapist
Assistant jobs?

Indeed suggests tailoring your resume to highlight relevant skills and experience, obtaining
necessary certifications, and preparing for interviews by understanding common PTA duties and
patient care scenarios.

Additional Resources

1. Physical Therapist Assistant Exam Review Guide

This comprehensive guide is designed to help aspiring physical therapist assistants prepare for their
certification exams. It covers key topics including anatomy, therapeutic modalities, and patient care
techniques. The book includes practice questions and detailed explanations to reinforce learning and
boost confidence before the test.



2. Foundations of Physical Therapy Practice for the Physical Therapist Assistant

This book offers a thorough introduction to the essential principles and practices in physical therapy.
It emphasizes patient-centered care, clinical reasoning, and evidence-based interventions
specifically tailored for physical therapist assistants. Readers will find case studies and practical tips
to enhance their clinical skills.

3. Therapeutic Exercise: Foundations and Techniques for the Physical Therapist Assistant

Focused on therapeutic exercise, this text provides detailed instructions on designing and
implementing exercise programs for various patient populations. It explains the physiological basis
of exercises and offers practical guidance on progression and safety. The book is ideal for PT
assistants looking to deepen their understanding of rehabilitation techniques.

4. Physical Therapist Assistant Clinical Instructor Manual

This manual is a valuable resource for clinical instructors mentoring physical therapist assistant
students. It outlines effective teaching strategies, evaluation methods, and ways to foster
professional growth. The guide helps ensure students gain the skills and confidence needed for
successful clinical practice.

5. Anatomy and Physiology for the Physical Therapist Assistant

Covering the human body’s structure and function, this book is tailored for the physical therapist
assistant curriculum. It highlights musculoskeletal, neurological, and cardiovascular systems with
clear illustrations and clinical correlations. The content supports understanding of how anatomy and
physiology impact patient care.

6. Physical Therapy Modalities for the Physical Therapist Assistant

This text focuses on the various modalities used in physical therapy, such as ultrasound, electrical
stimulation, and heat/cold therapy. It explains the principles, indications, contraindications, and
application techniques for each modality. The book is essential for PT assistants involved in
modality-based treatments.

7. Pathology for the Physical Therapist Assistant

This book explores common diseases and disorders encountered in physical therapy settings. It
discusses the pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, and implications for therapy interventions.
Understanding pathology helps PT assistants provide safe and effective care tailored to individual
patient needs.

8. Communication Skills for the Physical Therapist Assistant

Effective communication is critical in physical therapy, and this book addresses verbal and
nonverbal skills, patient education, and professional interactions. It offers strategies to build
rapport, handle challenging situations, and work collaboratively with healthcare teams. Strong
communication enhances patient outcomes and workplace relationships.

9. Professional Issues in Physical Therapy Practice

This text covers ethical, legal, and professional standards relevant to physical therapist assistants. It
discusses topics such as documentation, liability, and healthcare policies. The book guides PT
assistants in navigating the complexities of professional practice with integrity and accountability.
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