INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM

INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM REPRESENTS ONE OF THE MOST EXTENSIVE AND COMPLEX DEMOCRATIC FRAMEWORKS IN THE WORLD. |T
IS CHARACTERIZED BY A FEDERAL STRUCTURE, A PARLIAMENTARY FORM OF GOVERNMENT, AND A MULTI-PARTY SYSTEM THAT
REFLECTS THE DIVERSE DEMOGRAPHIC AND CULTURAL FABRIC OF THE COUNTRY. THE SYSTEM OPERATES UNDER THE
CONSTITUTION OF |NDIA, WHICH LAYS OUT THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS AND RESPONSIBILITIES AMONG THE CENTRAL AND
STATE GOVERNMENTS. UNDERSTANDING THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM REQUIRES AN EXPLORATION OF ITS KEY INSTITUTIONS,
ELECTORAL PROCESSES, POLITICAL PARTIES, AND THE ROLE OF VARIOUS BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES A
COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THESE COMPONENTS TO OFFER A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF HOW GOVERNANCE FUNCTIONS IN
INDIA. THE SUBSEQUENT SECTIONS WILL DELVE INTO THE CONSTITUTION, THE FEDERAL STRUCTURE, THE LEGISLATURE, THE
EXECUTIVE, THE JUDICIARY, AND THE POLITICAL PARTY LANDSCAPE.
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CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK OF THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM

THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM IS ANCHORED BY THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA, WHICH WAS ADOPTED ON JANUARY 26, 1950.
THIS SUPREME LEGAL DOCUMENT SERVES AS THE FOUNDATION FOR ALL POLITICAL PROCESSES AND GOVERNANCE IN THE
COUNTRY. |T DEFINES THE STRUCTURE, POWERS, AND FUNCTIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT WHILE ENSURING FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS
AND DUTIES OF CITIZENS. THE CONSTITUTION EMBODIES THE PRINCIPLES OF DEMOCRACY, SECULARISM, SOCIALISM, AND
REPUBLICANISM, WHICH GUIDE THE POLITICAL ETHOS OF INDIA.

Key FEATURES OF THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION

THE CONSTITUTION ENCOMPASSES SEVERAL DISTINCTIVE FEATURES THAT SHAPE THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM:

o FeDERALISM WITH UNITARY BIAS: |T ESTABLISHES A FEDERAL STRUCTURE BUT ALLOWS FOR A STRONG CENTRAL
GOVERNMENT IN EMERGENCIES.

® PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY: THE EXECUTIVE IS RESPONSIBLE TO THE LEGISLATURE, REFLECTING THE WILL OF THE
PEOPLE.

¢ FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND DUTIES: CITIZENS ARE GUARANTEED BASIC RIGHTS SUCH AS FREEDOM OF SPEECH, EQUALITY,
AND PROTECTION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION.

o DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES OF STATE PoLICY: THESE GUIDE THE GOVERNMENT IN CREATING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC POLICIES
FOR WELFARE.

L4 |NDEPENDENTJUDICIARY: THE JUDICIARY SAFEGUARDS THE CONSTITUTION AND ENSURES THE RULE OF LAW.



FEDERAL STRUCTURE AND DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS

THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM OPERATES AS A FEDERAL UNION OF STATES, WITH POWERS DIVIDED BETWEEN THE CENTRAL
GOVERNMENT AND INDIVIDUAL STATES. THIS FEDERALISM ACCOMMODATES THE COUNTRY'S VAST DIVERSITY BY ALLOWING
STATES TO GOVERN LOCAL AFFAIRS WHILE MAINTAINING NATIONAL UNITY.

DivisioN oF PoweERrs

THE CONSTITUTION DELINEATES THE POWERS OF THE CENTRAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS THROUGH THREE LISTS:

1. UNION LIST: SUBJECTS UNDER THE EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION OF THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING DEFENSE, FOREIGN
AFFAIRS, AND CURRENCY.

2. STATE LIST: SUBJECTS MANAGED BY STATE GOVERNMENTS, SUCH AS POLICE, PUBLIC HEALTH, AND AGRICULTURE.

3. CONCURRENT LIST: AREAS WHERE BOTH CENTRAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS CAN LEGISLATE, INCLUDING EDUCATION AND
MARRIAGE LAWS.

RoLe oF UNION TERRITORIES AND PANCHAYATI RAJ

BesiDeEs STATES, INDIA INCLUDES UNION TERRITORIES, WHICH ARE GOVERNED DIRECTLY BY THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT.
ADDITIONALLY, THE PANCHAYATI RAJ SYSTEM DECENTRALIZES GOVERNANCE TO LOCAL VILLAGE COUNCILS, PROMOTING
GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY.

LeGISLATURE: THE LAW-MAKING BobDY

THE LEGISLATURE IS A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM, RESPONSIBLE FOR ENACTING LAWS AND
REPRESENTING THE ELECTORATE. |IT FOLLOWS A BICAMERAL STRUCTURE AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL, CONSISTING OF THE Lok
SABHA AND THE RAJYA SABHA.

Lok SasHA (House oF THE PEoPLE)

THE Lok SABHA IS THE LOWER HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT, COMPOSED OF ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES DIRECTLY CHOSEN BY CITIZENS
THROUGH GENERAL ELECTIONS. |T HOLDS SIGNIFICANT POWER OVER FINANCIAL LEGISLATION AND GOVERNMENT FORMATION.
MEMBERS SERVE FIVE-YEAR TERMS UNLESS DISSOLVED EARLIER.

RaJyA SaBHA (CouNciL oF STATES)

THe RAJYA SABHA IS THE UPPER HOUSE, CONSISTING OF MEMBERS ELECTED BY STATE LEGISLATURES AND APPOINTED BY THE
PRESIDENT FOR THEIR EXPERTISE. IT ACTS AS A REVISING CHAMBER, PROVIDING CHECKS AND BALANCES TO LEGISLATION PASSED
BY THE Lok SABHA.

FUNCTIONS OF THE LEGISLATURE

THE LEGISLATURE PERFORMS SEVERAL VITAL FUNCTIONS:

® FRAMING AND PASSING LAWS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS.



® BUDGET APPROVAL AND FINANCIAL OVERSIGHT.
® MONITORING AND HOLDING THE EXECUTIVE ACCOUNTABLE.

e AMENDING THE CONSTITUTION WHEN NECESSARY.

ExecuUTIVE BRANCH: LEADERSHIP AND ADMINISTRATION

THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM IS RESPONSIBLE FOR IMPLEMENTING LAWS AND RUNNING THE DAY-TO-
DAY ADMINISTRATION OF THE COUNTRY. |T CONSISTS OF THE PRESIDENT, THE PRIME MINISTER, THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, AND
THE BUREAUCRACY.

THe PRESIDENT OF INDIA

THE PRESIDENT IS THE CEREMONIAL HEAD OF STATE AND THE SUPREME COMMANDER OF THE ARMED FORCES. ELECTED INDIRECTLY
BY AN ELECTORAL COLLEGE, THE PRESIDENT PLAYS A CONSTITUTIONAL ROLE BY GIVING ASSENT TO LAWS AND APPOINTING KEY
OFFICIALS, INCLUDING THE PRIME MINISTER.

THe PrIME MINISTER AND COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

THE PRIME MINISTER IS THE HEAD OF GOVERNMENT AND EXERCISES REAL EXECUTIVE POWER. SUPPORTED BY THE COUNCIL OF
MINISTERS, THE PRIME MINISTER FORMULATES POLICIES AND OVERSEES THEIR IMPLEMENTATION. THE COUNCIL IS COLLECTIVELY
RESPONSIBLE TO THE Lok SABHA.

THE BUREAUCRACY

A PROFESSIONAL AND PERMANENT CIVIL SERVICE SUPPORTS THE EXECUTIVE, IMPLEMENTING GOVERNMENT POLICIES AND
DELIVERING PUBLIC SERVICES. THE INDIAN ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE (IAS) IS THE BACKBONE OF THIS BUREAUCRATIC MACHINERY.

JupiclARY: GUARDIAN oF THE CONSTITUTION

THE JUDICIARY IN THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM ACTS AS THE INTERPRETER AND GUARDIAN OF THE CONSTITUTION. |T ENSURES
THAT LAWS AND EXECUTIVE ACTIONS COMPLY WITH CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS AND PROTECTS CITIZENS' RIGHTS.

SuPReME COURT OF INDIA

THE SUPREME COURT IS THE HIGHEST JUDICIAL AUTHORITY, WITH THE POWER OF JUDICIAL REVIEW TO INVALIDATE
UNCONSTITUTIONAL LAWS. |T ALSO ADJUDICATES DISPUTES BETWEEN THE CENTRAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS AND PROTECTS
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS.

HiGH CoUrTS AND SUBORDINATE COURTS

EACH STATE HAS A HiGH COURT THAT OVERSEES THE JUDICIARY WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION. BELOW THESE ARE SUBORDINATE
COURTS HANDLING CIVIL AND CRIMINAL CASES AT DISTRICT AND LOWER LEVELS.



PoLiTicAL PARTIES AND ELECTORAL SYSTEM

THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM IS CHARACTERIZED BY A VIBRANT MULTI-PARTY SYSTEM, WHICH REFLECTS THE COUNTRY'S
SOCIAL, CULTURAL, AND IDEOLOGICAL DIVERSITY. POLITICAL PARTIES PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SHAPING POLICIES AND
GOVERNANCE.

MaJor PoLITICAL PARTIES

INDIA HAS SEVERAL NATIONAL AND REGIONAL PARTIES, WITH THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS AND THE BHARATIYA JANATA
PARTY BEING THE TWO LARGEST AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL. REGIONAL PARTIES ALSO WIELD SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE WITHIN THEIR
RESPECTIVE STATES.

ELeCcTORAL PROCESS

ELECTIONS IN INDIA ARE CONDUCTED BY THE ELECTION COMMISSION, AN INDEPENDENT CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY. THE
ELECTORAL SYSTEM FOR THE LOK SABHA IS BASED ON UNIVERSAL ADULT SUFFRAGE AND THE FIRST-PAST-THE-POST METHOD.
STATE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLIES AND LOCAL BODIES ALSO CONDUCT REGULAR ELECTIONS.

RoLEe oF THE ELecTioN COMMISSION

THE ELeECcTION COMMISSION ENSURES FREE AND FAIR ELECTIONS BY SUPERVISING THE ENTIRE ELECTORAL PROCESS, ENFORCING THE
CODE OF CONDUCT, AND REGISTERING POLITICAL PARTIES.

o CONDUCTING AND SUPERVISING ELECTIONS AT ALL LEVELS.
® ENSURING COMPLIANCE WITH ELECTORAL LAWS.

® PROMOTING VOTER AWARENESS AND PARTICIPATION.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

W/HAT IS THE STRUCTURE OF THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM?

THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM IS A FEDERAL PARLIAMENT ARY DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC, CONSISTING OF THREE BRANCHES: THE
EXECUTIVE, THE LEGISLATURE, AND THE JUDICIARY. |T HAS A PRESIDENT AS THE CEREMONIAL HEAD OF STATE, AND A PRIME
MINISTER AS THE HEAD OF GOVERNMENT.

How DOES THE PARLIAMENT OF INDIA FUNCTION?

THE PARLIAMENT OF INDIA IS BICAMERAL, CONSISTING OF THE Lok SABHA (HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE) AND THE RAJYA SABHA
(CounciL oF STATES). THe Lok SABHA MEMBERS ARE DIRECTLY ELECTED BY THE PEOPLE, WHILE RAJYA SABHA MEMBERS ARE
ELECTED BY THE STATE LEGISLATURES. PARLIAMENT MAKES LAWS, CONTROLS FINANCES, AND OVERSEES THE EXECUTIVE.

WHAT ARE THE MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES IN INDIA?

THE MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES IN INDIA INCLUDE THE BHARATIYA JANATA PARTY (BJP), THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
(INC), THe AAM AaDMI PARTY (AAP), AND VARIOUS REGIONAL PARTIES LIKE THE TRINAMOOL ConGress (TMC), DRAVIDA
MUNNETRA KAazZHAGAM (DMK), AND OTHERS.



How ARE ELECTIONS CONDUCTED IN INDIA?

ELECTIONS IN INDIA ARE CONDUCTED BY THE ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA, AN INDEPENDENT CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY.
GENERAL ELECTIONS ARE HELD EVERY FIVE YEARS FOR THE Lok SABHA, AND STATE ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS ARE HELD SEPARATELY.
VOTING IS DONE THROUGH ELECTRONIC VOTING MACHINES (E\/IVIS) TO ENSURE TRANSPARENCY AND EFFICIENCY.

\W/HAT IS THE ROLE OF THE PRESIDENT IN THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM?

THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA IS THE CEREMONIAL HEAD OF STATE AND THE SUPREME COMMANDER OF THE ARMED FORCES. THE
PRESIDENT APPOINTS THE PRIME MINISTER, GIVES ASSENT TO BILLS PASSED BY PARLIAMENT, AND HAS THE POWER TO DISSOLVE
THE Lok SABHA, BUT EXERCISES MOST POWERS ON THE ADVICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER AND THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS.

How DOES THE FEDERAL STRUCTURE WORK IN INDIAP

INDIA FOLLOWS A FEDERAL SYSTEM WITH A CLEAR DIVISION OF POWERS BETWEEN THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND THE STATES.
THE CONSTITUTION DELINEATES SUBJECTS UNDER UNION I_IST, STATE I_IST, AND CONCURRENT I_IST, SPECIFYING AREAS \WHERE
EACH LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT CAN LEGISLATE AND GOVERN.

\WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE JUDICIARY IN THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM?

THEJUDICIARY IN INDIA IS INDEPENDENT AND ACTS AS THE GUARDIAN OF THE CONSTITUTION. IT INTERPRETS LAWS, PROTECTS
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS, AND CAN STRIKE DOWN LAWS OR EXECUTIVE ACTIONS THAT VIOLATE THE CONSTITUTION THROUGH
JUDICIAL REVIEW.

How HAS THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM EVOLVED SINCE INDEPENDENCE?

SINCE INDEPENDENCE IN I947, THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM HAS EVOLVED FROM A NEWLY ESTABLISHED DEMOCRACY TO THE
WORLD'S LARGEST DEMOCRACY. |T HAS SEEN THE RISE AND FALL OF VARIOUS POLITICAL PARTIES, THE STRENGTHENING OF
DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS, DECENTRALIZATION OF POWER, AND INCREASED POLITICAL PARTICIPATION OF DIVERSE SOCIAL
GROUPS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. INDIAN PoLITY

THIS COMPREHENSIVE BOOK BY M. LAXMIKANTH IS A STAPLE FOR STUDENTS PREPARING FOR CIVIL SERVICES AND ANYONE
INTERESTED IN UNDERSTANDING THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM. IT COVERS THE CONSTITUTION, GOVERNANCE, POLITICAL
INSTITUTIONS, AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION IN A CLEAR AND STRUCTURED MANNER. THE BOOK IS WELL-KNOWN FOR ITS EASY-
TO-UNDERSTAND LANGUAGE AND EXTENSIVE COVERAGE OF TOPICS.

2. THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM

AUTHORED BY A. APPADORAI, THIS CLASSIC TEXT DELVES INTO THE FUNDAMENTAL ASPECTS OF INDIA’S POLITICAL
FRAMEWORK. |T DISCUSSES THE HISTORICAL EVOLUTION, CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS, AND THE FUNCTIONING OF POLITICAL
INSTITUTIONS. THE BOOK PROVIDES CRITICAL INSIGHTS INTO THE DYNAMICS OF INDIAN DEMOCRACY AND FEDERALISM.

3. PoLITICS IN INDIA

W/RITTEN BY RAJNI KOTHARI, THIS BOOK OFFERS AN ANALYTICAL PERSPECTIVE ON THE POLITICAL PROCESSES AND STRUCTURES
IN INDIA. |T EXPLORES THEMES SUCH AS POLITICAL PARTIES, ELECTORAL POLITICS, AND THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC FACTORS
INFLUENCING POLITICAL BEHAVIOR. KOTHARI'S WORK IS NOTABLE FOR ITS DEPTH AND SCHOLARLY APPROACH.

4. INTroDUCTION TO THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA

THIS BoOK BY DURGA DAS BASU IS A DETAILED GUIDE TO THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION, EXPLAINING ITS VARIOUS ARTICLES,
AMENDMENTS, AND IMPORTANT JUDICIAL INTERPRETATIONS. IT'S ESSENTIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE LEGAL FOUNDATION OF
INDIA'S POLITICAL SYSTEM. THE TEXT IS FREQUENTLY UPDATED TO REFLECT CONTEMPORARY LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS.

5. DEMOCRACY AND THE INDIAN POLITY



AUTHORED BY SUBRATA K. MITRA AND V. B. SINGHI THIS BOOK EXAMINES THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DEMOCRACY AND
POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS IN INDIA. [T PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH STUDY OF ELECTORAL POLITICS, PARTY SYSTEMS, AND
GOVERNANCE CHALLENGES. THE AUTHORS BLEND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS WITH EMPIRICAL DATA TO OFFER A NUANCED
UNDERSTANDING.

6. FEDERALISM IN INDIA: ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT

THis Book BY B. N. GANGULY TRACES THE HISTORICAL ROOTS AND EVOLUTION OF FEDERALISM IN INDIA. [T ANALYZES THE
CONSTITUTIONAL DESIGN AND THE BALANCE OF POWER BETWEEN THE CENTRAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS. THE TEXT ALSO
DISCUSSES CONTEMPORARY ISSUES AND DEBATES SURROUNDING INDIAN FEDERALISM.

7. PoLITICAL SYSTEM OF INDIA

WRITTEN BY V. D. MAHAJAN, THIS BOOK COVERS THE STRUCTURE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM
COMPREHENSIVELY. |T ADDRESSES TOPICS LIKE THE CONSTITUTION, LEGISLATURE, EXECUTIVE, JUDICIARY, AND LOCAL
GOVERNANCE. THE BOOK IS DESIGNED FOR STUDENTS AND READERS SEEKING A SYSTEMATIC OVERVIEW.

8. INDIAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

By B. L. FADIA, THIS BOOK PROVIDES A THOROUGH ACCOUNT OF THE POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS AND PROCESSES IN INDIA. I T
EMPHASIZES THE PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF GOVERNANCE AND POLICY-MAKING. THE TEXT ALSO INCLUDES DISCUSSIONS ON
POLITICAL PARTIES, ELECTORAL SYSTEMS, AND ADMINISTRATIVE MACHINERY.

Q. UNDERSTANDING THE INDIAN POLITICAL SYSTEM

AUTHORED BY S. R. MYNENI, THIS BOOK OFFERS A CONCISE AND ACCESSIBLE INTRODUCTION TO INDIA’S POLITICAL LANDSCAPE.
|T COVERS CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS, POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS, ELECTORAL DYNAMICS, AND CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL
ISSUES. THE BOOK IS IDEAL FOR NEWCOMERS TO THE SUBJECT AND GENERAL READERS INTERESTED IN INDIAN POLITICS.
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