
meade etx 90 manual
meade etx 90 manual is an essential resource for anyone owning or interested in the Meade ETX 90
telescope. This comprehensive guide provides detailed instructions on how to set up, operate, and
maintain the telescope for optimal performance. Whether you are a beginner learning the basics or an
experienced astronomer seeking advanced tips, the manual covers all aspects of the telescope’s
functionality. It includes information on assembly, alignment procedures, using the electronic control
system, and troubleshooting common issues. Furthermore, the manual explains the technical
specifications and accessories compatible with the ETX 90 model, enhancing user experience. This
article will explore the key sections of the Meade ETX 90 manual, providing a clear overview of its
content and practical usage. The following table of contents outlines the main topics covered.
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Overview of the Meade ETX 90 Telescope
The Meade ETX 90 telescope is a popular choice among amateur astronomers due to its compact
design and high-quality optics. The telescope features a Maksutov-Cassegrain optical system with a
90mm aperture, providing sharp and detailed views of celestial objects. Its portability and ease of use
make it suitable for both beginners and advanced users. The Meade ETX 90 manual offers a thorough
introduction to the telescope’s components, including the optical tube assembly, mount, tripod, and
electronic hand controller. Understanding these parts is essential for efficient use and maintenance.

Key Features of the ETX 90
The ETX 90 includes several notable features that enhance its functionality. These include a fully
computerized GoTo mount capable of locating thousands of celestial objects, a sturdy altazimuth
mount for smooth tracking, and a compact design suitable for travel. The manual describes these
features in detail, helping users leverage the telescope’s full potential during observations.



Intended Use and Audience
The manual is designed to support users ranging from novices to seasoned astronomers. It provides
step-by-step instructions for setup and operation, ensuring that users can maximize the performance
of their telescope regardless of prior experience.

Setup and Assembly Instructions
Proper setup is critical to achieving accurate and enjoyable astronomical observations. The Meade
ETX 90 manual provides comprehensive assembly instructions that guide users through unpacking,
assembling, and preparing the telescope for use. Following these instructions helps prevent damage
and ensures the telescope operates correctly.

Unpacking and Initial Inspection
The manual advises carefully unpacking all components and inspecting them for any damage incurred
during shipping. It recommends verifying that all parts, including the optical tube, mount, tripod,
eyepieces, and accessories, are present before proceeding.

Mount and Tripod Assembly
Instructions detail how to securely assemble the tripod legs and attach the mount. Proper leveling and
tightening of screws are emphasized to provide a stable base for the telescope. The manual highlights
safety precautions to avoid accidents during setup.

Attaching the Optical Tube
The optical tube is mounted onto the base using the provided dovetail or mounting brackets. The
manual explains the alignment and locking mechanisms necessary to secure the telescope tube firmly
without risking misalignment or damage.

Operating the Electronic Control System
The Meade ETX 90 features an advanced electronic control system that enables automated celestial
object tracking. The manual thoroughly explains the hand controller functions, menu navigation, and
command inputs required to operate the GoTo system effectively.

Hand Controller Layout
The hand controller includes a keypad with numeric and directional buttons, an LCD screen, and
function keys. The manual describes each button’s purpose and how to use them to access various
features such as object databases, alignment routines, and tracking modes.



Powering the Telescope
Users are guided on powering the telescope using batteries or an external power supply. The manual
includes instructions on battery installation, power management, and tips for maximizing operating
time during field observations.

Using the Object Database
The built-in object database contains thousands of stars, planets, and deep-sky objects. The manual
explains how to select, locate, and track these objects using the hand controller, making celestial
navigation accessible to users of all skill levels.

Alignment Procedures for Accurate Observation
Aligning the telescope properly is crucial for accurate tracking and locating celestial bodies. The
Meade ETX 90 manual details several alignment methods tailored to different user needs and
environmental conditions.

Two-Star Alignment
This is the standard procedure for first-time setup or after relocating the telescope. The manual walks
users through selecting two bright stars and calibrating the telescope’s position using the hand
controller interface.

AutoStar Alignment
Advanced users can utilize the AutoStar alignment feature, which automates the process by guiding
the user through selecting suitable alignment stars. The manual explains how to perform this
alignment efficiently and troubleshoot common errors.

Polar Alignment for Astrophotography
For users interested in astrophotography, the manual describes polar alignment techniques to
minimize field rotation and improve tracking accuracy during long exposures.

Maintenance and Care Guidelines
Routine maintenance is essential to prolong the life of the Meade ETX 90 telescope and maintain
optimal performance. The manual provides detailed care instructions covering cleaning, storage, and
inspection.



Cleaning Optical Surfaces
Proper cleaning of lenses and mirrors is crucial to avoid scratches or damage. The manual advises
using specialized optical cleaning solutions, soft brushes, and lint-free cloths. It also cautions against
excessive cleaning to preserve coatings.

Lubrication and Mechanical Checks
The manual recommends periodic lubrication of moving parts and checking screws and bolts for
tightness. These steps ensure smooth operation and prevent mechanical wear.

Storage Recommendations
When not in use, the telescope should be stored in a dry, dust-free environment. The manual
suggests using protective covers or cases and avoiding exposure to extreme temperatures or
humidity.

Troubleshooting Common Issues
The Meade ETX 90 manual includes a comprehensive troubleshooting section that addresses frequent
problems users may encounter. This resource helps diagnose and resolve issues quickly, minimizing
downtime.

Power and Electronics Problems
Common issues include failure to power on, erratic behavior of the hand controller, and tracking
errors. The manual provides step-by-step instructions to check power sources, reset the system, and
update firmware when applicable.

Alignment and Tracking Errors
If the telescope fails to locate or track objects accurately, the manual recommends verifying
alignment procedures, recalibrating the system, and ensuring the mount is level and stable.

Optical Performance Issues
Problems such as blurry images or difficulty focusing are addressed with guidance on collimation,
eyepiece selection, and environmental factors affecting viewing conditions.



Technical Specifications and Accessories
Understanding the technical specifications of the Meade ETX 90 helps users optimize its use and
select compatible accessories. The manual provides detailed information about the telescope’s optical
system, mount capabilities, and supported add-ons.

Optical and Mechanical Specifications
Key specifications include a 90mm aperture, 1250mm focal length, f/13.9 focal ratio, and a
computerized altazimuth mount. The manual outlines these parameters and their impact on image
quality and usability.

Compatible Eyepieces and Filters
The manual lists recommended eyepieces and filters that enhance observation of planets, stars, and
deep-sky objects. Suggestions include wide-angle, high-power, and color filters to improve contrast
and detail.

Additional Accessories
Additional accessories such as motor drives, camera adapters, and carrying cases are described. The
manual helps users select the right accessories to expand the telescope’s functionality and
convenience.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Meade ETX 90 telescope manual used for?
The Meade ETX 90 telescope manual provides detailed instructions on setup, operation, maintenance,
and troubleshooting of the ETX 90 telescope, helping users maximize their observing experience.



Where can I download the Meade ETX 90 manual online?
You can download the Meade ETX 90 manual from Meade Instruments' official website or trusted
astronomy forums and repositories such as Telescope Manuals or Archive.org.

Does the Meade ETX 90 manual include alignment
instructions?
Yes, the manual includes step-by-step instructions for aligning the telescope, including the initial
setup, star alignment procedures, and calibration for accurate tracking.

How do I perform firmware updates as described in the Meade
ETX 90 manual?
The manual outlines the process for updating the ETX 90's firmware, usually involving connecting the
telescope to a computer via USB and using the Meade Updater software to install the latest firmware
version.

Are maintenance tips for the Meade ETX 90 telescope
included in the manual?
Yes, the manual provides maintenance tips such as cleaning optics, lubricating moving parts, storage
recommendations, and periodic checks to ensure optimal telescope performance.

Does the Meade ETX 90 manual explain how to use the
Autostar controller?
The manual covers the use of the Autostar controller, including how to navigate menus, select
objects, perform alignment, and control the telescope’s motors for automated tracking.

Can the Meade ETX 90 manual help troubleshoot common
telescope issues?
Yes, it includes a troubleshooting section that addresses common problems such as tracking errors,
alignment difficulties, power issues, and guidance on how to resolve them.

Is there a beginner-friendly guide within the Meade ETX 90
manual?
The manual is designed to be user-friendly and includes a beginner's guide section that explains basic
astronomy concepts, telescope parts, and how to start observing the night sky.

Additional Resources
1. Meade ETX 90 Telescope User Guide: Getting Started



This comprehensive manual provides new Meade ETX 90 owners with step-by-step instructions on
setup, alignment, and basic operation. It covers essential features such as the telescope’s
computerized GoTo system and offers troubleshooting tips. Readers will find helpful diagrams and
practical advice to maximize their observing experience.

2. Mastering the Meade ETX 90: Advanced Techniques and Astrophotography
Designed for intermediate and advanced users, this book dives deep into the capabilities of the
Meade ETX 90. It includes detailed guidance on astrophotography, tracking celestial objects, and
enhancing viewing accuracy. The author also discusses upgrades and accessories to improve the
telescope’s performance.

3. The Backyard Astronomer’s Guide to the Meade ETX Series
This guidebook is perfect for amateur astronomers who want to explore the night sky with the ETX 90
and other models in the Meade ETX lineup. It offers star charts, observing tips, and advice on
selecting eyepieces and filters. The book emphasizes practical observing sessions for beginners.

4. Exploring the Night Sky with the Meade ETX 90: A Field Manual
Focused on hands-on use in the field, this manual helps users plan and execute observing sessions
using the ETX 90. It includes detailed instructions on telescope calibration, object locating, and using
the AutoStar controller. Additional sections cover constellation identification and seasonal sky
highlights.

5. Telescope Maintenance and Care for the Meade ETX 90
Keeping your ETX 90 in top condition is essential for optimal performance. This book covers routine
maintenance, cleaning procedures, and minor repairs specific to the ETX 90. It also explains how to
store and transport the telescope safely to prevent damage.

6. Understanding AutoStar: Programming Your Meade ETX 90 Telescope
This specialized guide focuses on the AutoStar computerized controller used with the ETX 90. It
teaches users how to program custom objects, update firmware, and troubleshoot common software
issues. Clear examples and screenshots help users make the most of the telescope’s computer
system.

7. Choosing the Right Accessories for Your Meade ETX 90
Explore the wide range of accessories available for the ETX 90, including eyepieces, filters, mounts,
and cameras. This book offers buying advice and explains how each accessory can enhance your
observing experience. It also includes reviews and recommendations based on user feedback.

8. Astrophotography with the Meade ETX 90: Techniques for Stunning Images
This book is tailored for amateur astrophotographers using the ETX 90 telescope. It covers camera
attachment methods, exposure settings, and image processing tips. Readers will learn how to capture
planets, the moon, and deep-sky objects effectively with their ETX 90.

9. History and Evolution of the Meade ETX Telescope Series
For enthusiasts interested in the background of their telescope, this book traces the development of
the Meade ETX series. It includes historical context, design changes over time, and comparisons
between different ETX models. The book provides insight into the engineering and innovation behind
the ETX 90.
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