
mechanical engineer salary illinois
mechanical engineer salary illinois is a key consideration for professionals seeking career
opportunities in this Midwestern state. Illinois, known for its diverse industrial base and robust
manufacturing sector, offers competitive compensation packages for mechanical engineers. This
article explores the various factors influencing mechanical engineer salaries in Illinois, including
experience, education, industry sectors, and geographic location within the state. It also examines
the typical salary ranges, benefits, and job outlook for mechanical engineers in Illinois. Whether you
are a recent graduate or an experienced professional, understanding these salary dynamics can
guide career planning and negotiation strategies in this field. The following sections provide a
detailed breakdown of the mechanical engineer salary landscape in Illinois.
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Overview of Mechanical Engineer Salaries in Illinois
The mechanical engineer salary in Illinois varies widely based on several key factors, but on
average, it tends to be competitive when compared to national figures. According to recent data, the
average annual salary for mechanical engineers in Illinois ranges from approximately $65,000 to
$95,000. Entry-level engineers can expect to earn salaries toward the lower end of this spectrum,
while those with significant experience and advanced skills often see earnings in the upper range.
Illinois’ strong manufacturing industry, along with its status as a transportation and logistics hub,
contributes to a steady demand for mechanical engineering talent.

Average Salary Range
Mechanical engineers in Illinois typically earn between $65,000 and $95,000 annually, with the
median salary around $80,000. The salary distribution depends on factors such as experience level,
education, and the specific employer. Salaries above $100,000 are attainable for senior engineers or
those in specialized roles.



Comparison to National Averages
When compared to the national average mechanical engineer salary, Illinois generally offers salaries
that are slightly above average. This is largely due to the cost of living in metropolitan areas like
Chicago and the concentration of industries requiring mechanical engineering expertise. The state’s
competitive salary levels reflect its economic diversity and demand for skilled professionals.

Factors Affecting Mechanical Engineer Salary in
Illinois
Several variables influence mechanical engineer salary Illinois professionals can expect.
Understanding these factors is crucial for both employers setting compensation and engineers
planning their careers.

Experience Level
Experience is one of the most significant determinants of salary. Entry-level mechanical engineers in
Illinois typically start with salaries ranging from $60,000 to $70,000 annually. Mid-level engineers
with 5 to 10 years of experience usually earn between $75,000 and $90,000. Senior engineers or
those in managerial roles can command salaries exceeding $100,000.

Educational Background
The level of education also impacts earning potential. Mechanical engineers with a bachelor’s
degree form the bulk of the workforce, but those holding a master’s degree or PhD often receive
higher salaries. Specialized certifications and professional engineering (PE) licensure can further
enhance salary prospects.

Industry Sector
Industry plays a key role in salary variations. Engineers working in high-tech manufacturing,
aerospace, or energy sectors generally earn more than those in less specialized industries. Demand
for mechanical engineers in automotive manufacturing, industrial equipment, and consulting also
affects compensation.

Company Size and Type
Large multinational corporations tend to offer higher salaries and more comprehensive benefits than
smaller companies or startups. Public sector roles, such as government engineering positions, may
offer lower base salaries but often come with other advantages.



Salary Comparison by Industry
The industry sector is a critical factor influencing mechanical engineer salary Illinois offers across
different fields.

Manufacturing
Manufacturing remains one of the largest employers of mechanical engineers in Illinois. Salaries in
this sector range widely depending on the company and product focus. Engineers working in
advanced manufacturing and automation typically earn higher wages.

Aerospace and Defense
The aerospace and defense industry offers some of the highest salaries for mechanical engineers in
Illinois. Specialized skills related to aircraft design, propulsion systems, and defense technology
command premium pay.

Energy and Utilities
Engineers in the energy sector, including those involved with renewable energy and traditional
utilities, see competitive salaries with opportunities for bonuses tied to project success and
innovation.

Consulting and Engineering Services
Consulting firms employ mechanical engineers for diverse projects, often compensating based on
expertise and client demand. Salaries here can vary but generally remain competitive within the
Illinois market.

Manufacturing: $70,000 - $90,000

Aerospace and Defense: $80,000 - $110,000

Energy and Utilities: $75,000 - $100,000

Consulting Services: $65,000 - $95,000

Geographic Salary Variations within Illinois
Location within Illinois significantly affects mechanical engineer salary levels due to cost of living
differences and local industry presence.



Chicago Metropolitan Area
The Chicago metro area offers the highest salaries for mechanical engineers in Illinois. The
concentration of manufacturing plants, corporate headquarters, and research facilities drives
demand, with salaries often 10-20% higher than the state average.

Suburban and Downstate Regions
Outside of Chicago, salaries tend to be lower but may be balanced by a reduced cost of living. Cities
like Peoria, Rockford, and Springfield have manufacturing and engineering jobs but typically offer
salaries 5-15% below the Chicago area.

Rural Areas
In more rural parts of Illinois, mechanical engineer salary levels are generally lower due to fewer
employers and limited industrial activity. However, some rural regions with specialized industries
may offer competitive wages.

Benefits and Compensation Beyond Base Salary
Mechanical engineer salary Illinois professionals receive is often supplemented by a range of
benefits and additional compensation elements.

Bonuses and Profit Sharing
Many companies provide performance-based bonuses or profit-sharing plans that can add a
significant amount to total compensation. These incentives are typically tied to individual, team, or
company performance.

Health and Retirement Benefits
Comprehensive health insurance, retirement plans such as 401(k) with employer matching, and paid
time off are common benefits that enhance the overall compensation package for mechanical
engineers.

Professional Development
Employers often invest in continuing education, certifications, and training programs, enabling
engineers to advance their skills and potentially increase their earning potential over time.

Performance bonuses and profit-sharing



Health insurance and wellness programs

Retirement savings plans with employer contributions

Paid vacation and sick leave

Tuition reimbursement and professional development support

Job Outlook and Career Growth for Mechanical
Engineers in Illinois
The job outlook for mechanical engineers in Illinois remains positive, driven by ongoing demand in
manufacturing, energy, and technology sectors. Growth in automation, renewable energy, and
advanced manufacturing technologies is expected to create new opportunities and influence salary
trends.

Employment Growth Prospects
Mechanical engineering employment in Illinois is projected to grow steadily over the next decade.
Expansion in industrial automation and infrastructure projects contribute to sustained demand for
skilled engineers.

Advancement Opportunities
Career progression can lead to senior engineering roles, project management, or specialized
technical positions. Advanced education and certifications enhance prospects for higher salaries and
leadership roles.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average salary of a mechanical engineer in
Illinois?
The average salary of a mechanical engineer in Illinois is approximately $75,000 to $85,000 per
year, depending on experience and location within the state.

How does the mechanical engineer salary in Illinois compare
to the national average?
Mechanical engineers in Illinois typically earn slightly below or around the national average, which
is about $88,000 per year, due to varying cost of living and industrial demand.



Which cities in Illinois offer the highest salaries for
mechanical engineers?
Cities like Chicago, Naperville, and Schaumburg tend to offer the highest salaries for mechanical
engineers in Illinois due to the concentration of manufacturing and engineering firms.

What factors influence mechanical engineer salaries in
Illinois?
Factors influencing salaries include years of experience, educational background, industry sector,
specific skills, certifications, and the size and location of the employer.

Is the demand for mechanical engineers high in Illinois, and
how does it affect salaries?
The demand for mechanical engineers in Illinois remains steady, especially in manufacturing and
aerospace sectors, which helps maintain competitive salaries.

Are there significant salary differences between entry-level
and senior mechanical engineers in Illinois?
Yes, entry-level mechanical engineers in Illinois typically earn between $60,000 and $70,000, while
senior-level engineers can earn upwards of $100,000 annually.

Do mechanical engineers in Illinois receive additional benefits
that impact total compensation?
Many mechanical engineers in Illinois receive benefits such as health insurance, retirement plans,
bonuses, and paid time off, which can significantly enhance total compensation.

How has the mechanical engineer salary trend in Illinois
changed in recent years?
Mechanical engineer salaries in Illinois have seen moderate growth over recent years, reflecting
inflation adjustments and increasing demand in specialized engineering fields.

Additional Resources
1. Mechanical Engineer Salary Insights: Illinois Edition
This book offers a detailed analysis of mechanical engineering salaries specifically in Illinois. It
covers factors influencing pay scales such as experience, education, and industry demand. Readers
will find comparative data and tips on negotiating better compensation within the state.

2. Career and Compensation Guide for Mechanical Engineers in Illinois
Focused on career growth and salary trends, this guide helps mechanical engineers understand their



earning potential in Illinois. It includes case studies, salary reports, and advice on advancing within
various sectors like manufacturing and aerospace.

3. Understanding Mechanical Engineering Salaries: A Midwest Perspective
Providing a broader viewpoint, this book examines salary trends for mechanical engineers across the
Midwest, with a strong focus on Illinois. It highlights regional economic factors and job market
conditions affecting compensation levels.

4. Maximizing Your Mechanical Engineering Salary in Illinois
This practical guide offers strategies for mechanical engineers to increase their income in Illinois.
Topics include continuing education, certification, networking, and selecting high-paying industries
or employers.

5. Illinois Mechanical Engineering Salary Survey 2024
Based on the latest data, this survey book presents up-to-date salary figures for mechanical
engineers in Illinois. It breaks down wages by city, experience level, and specialization, providing a
comprehensive resource for job seekers and employers.

6. The Economics of Mechanical Engineering Careers in Illinois
Exploring the economic landscape, this book discusses how Illinois' industrial trends impact
mechanical engineering job prospects and salaries. It also examines future growth areas and how
engineers can position themselves to benefit financially.

7. Negotiating Your Mechanical Engineer Salary in Illinois
This title focuses on negotiation tactics tailored to the Illinois job market for mechanical engineers.
It offers advice on preparing for salary discussions, understanding market rates, and securing
competitive compensation packages.

8. Salary Trends and Professional Development for Illinois Mechanical Engineers
Combining salary analysis with career development tips, this book guides Illinois mechanical
engineers through the evolving job market. It emphasizes the importance of skill enhancement and
certifications to boost earning potential.

9. Top Paying Mechanical Engineering Jobs in Illinois: A Comprehensive Guide
Highlighting the highest-paying roles within mechanical engineering in Illinois, this guide helps
readers identify lucrative opportunities. It includes profiles of top industries, required qualifications,
and salary expectations to aid career planning.
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