
mechanical keyboard loudest switches

mechanical keyboard loudest switches are a popular choice among typists, gamers, and keyboard enthusiasts
who prefer a tactile and audible feedback while typing. These switches produce a distinct, often satisfying
click sound that enhances the typing experience and can improve typing accuracy. This article explores
the characteristics of the loudest mechanical keyboard switches, comparing their noise levels, actuation
forces, and tactile responses. Additionally, it delves into the materials and designs that contribute to louder
switch sounds, helping users understand which switches are best suited for producing maximum auditory
feedback. Whether you are selecting switches for a custom build or looking to replace existing ones,
understanding the loudest mechanical keyboard switches will guide you to the right choice. The discussion
also covers the pros and cons of using loud switches in different environments, including office settings and
shared spaces.
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Understanding Mechanical Keyboard Loudest Switches
Mechanical keyboard loudest switches are designed to produce a pronounced clicking sound when a key is
pressed. This sound is often generated by a combination of the switch’s internal mechanism, including the
click jacket or click bar, and the materials used in construction. Loud switches typically fall under the
category of clicky switches, which differ from linear or tactile switches by their distinctive audible
feedback. The noise level is measured in decibels (dB), with louder switches often exceeding 50 dB per
keystroke. These switches not only provide auditory confirmation of keypresses but also enhance the
overall typing rhythm. Understanding their design and sound profile is essential for users who prioritize a
noisy and responsive typing experience.

What Makes a Switch Loud?
The loudness of mechanical keyboard switches is influenced by several design elements. Primarily, the



presence of a dedicated click mechanism, such as a click jacket or click bar, causes a sharp, high-pitched
sound during actuation. Additionally, the type of plastic used for the stem and housing plays a role in sound
resonance. Switches with a click bar tend to have a more consistent and crisp click compared to those
relying solely on tactile bumps. The switch's travel distance and actuation point can also affect how forceful
and audible the click is. Furthermore, the keyboard’s build, including the plate material and keycap type,
can amplify or dampen the switch's natural sound.

Types of Clicky Switches
Clicky switches are the primary category containing the loudest mechanical keyboard switches. These
switches include mechanisms that provide both tactile feedback and audible clicks. The main types of clicky
switches are:

Click Jacket Switches: Feature a small plastic jacket that creates a click sound as it snaps over a bump
in the stem.

Click Bar Switches: Contain a metal or plastic bar that strikes a component inside the switch housing,
producing a sharper click.

Hybrid Click Switches: Combine elements of both click jackets and bars for a unique clicking
experience.

Top Loudest Mechanical Keyboard Switches
Among the various mechanical keyboard switches available, several stand out for their loudness and
distinctive click sounds. These are preferred by users who enjoy strong auditory feedback and tactile
sensation. Below are some of the loudest and most popular mechanical keyboard switches known for their
volume and clickiness.

Cherry MX Blue
Cherry MX Blue switches are one of the most recognized loud clicky switches on the market. They
feature a tactile bump and a click jacket that produces a sharp click sound at actuation, around 60 dB. With
an actuation force of approximately 60 grams, these switches provide a satisfying typing experience
accompanied by a pronounced audible click. Cherry MX Blues are widely used in both gaming and typing-
focused keyboards.



Kailh BOX White
Kailh BOX White switches are known for their loud and crisp click bar mechanism. These switches create
a distinct click sound that is higher in pitch and sharper than many other clicky switches. They have an
actuation force around 60 grams and are designed to be dust and water resistant. Their robust click sound
and durability make them popular among enthusiasts who want a loud switch with a clean, consistent click.

Razer Green Switches
Razer Green mechanical switches mimic the characteristics of Cherry MX Blues but with a slightly higher
actuation force of about 50 grams. They are clicky switches that deliver a loud and tactile feedback with a
distinct audible click. These switches are commonly found in Razer’s gaming keyboards and are praised for
their responsiveness and satisfying sound profile.

Zealios V2 Clicky
Zealios V2 Clicky switches offer a premium, loud clicky experience favored by mechanical keyboard
enthusiasts. They incorporate a tactile bump with a crisp click bar, producing a loud and satisfying sound.
With an actuation force ranging from 65 to 67 grams depending on the variant, these switches are designed
for a balance of tactile feedback and sound volume. Their smooth and refined click makes them a top choice
for users seeking loud mechanical keyboard switches.

TOPRE Clicky Switches
While not purely mechanical in the traditional sense, Topre clicky switches combine electrostatic
capacitive technology with a tactile and audible click. These switches produce a unique, relatively loud
sound that differs from typical mechanical switches but remains distinct and satisfying. They are known for
smooth keypresses and a crisp tactile response, favored in certain professional and enthusiast keyboards.

Factors Affecting Switch Loudness
The loudness of mechanical keyboard switches is not solely determined by the switch type but also by
several external and internal factors. Understanding these elements can help in selecting or modifying
switches to achieve the desired sound profile.

Switch Construction Materials
The type of plastic and internal components used in the switch housing and stem significantly influence



the sound. Harder plastics tend to produce sharper clicks, while softer materials can muffle noise.
Additionally, the presence of metal components, such as springs and click bars, can amplify the click sound.

Keyboard Plate and Case
The material and build of the keyboard plate and case affect how sound resonates. Metal plates, such as
aluminum or steel, often amplify switch noise, making loud switches even louder. Conversely, plastic or
acrylic plates may absorb some sound, reducing overall loudness. The keyboard case’s design and materials,
including whether it is open or closed, also impact acoustic properties.

Keycaps
Keycaps influence the acoustic output of switches. Thicker keycaps made of PBT or ABS plastic can
dampen sound, while thinner or double-shot keycaps might enhance the click’s sharpness. The keycap
profile and shape also affect how sound waves travel and resonate during typing.

Typing Style and Environment
The force and speed of typing can alter how loud switches sound in practice. Faster, harder typing
generally produces louder clicks. The environment, such as room acoustics and surface placement, can
either amplify or dampen switch noise.

Benefits and Drawbacks of Loud Switches
Mechanical keyboard loudest switches provide distinct advantages and disadvantages depending on user
preferences and use cases. Evaluating these factors is important before choosing loud clicky switches.

Benefits

Auditory Feedback: Loud switches provide clear sound cues that help improve typing accuracy and
speed.

Enhanced Typing Experience: The satisfying click sound can make typing more enjoyable and
engaging.

Improved Key Recognition: The audible click helps confirm key actuation, reducing typing errors.



Preferred by Gamers and Coders: Users who rely on rapid and precise keystrokes benefit from
distinct feedback.

Drawbacks

Noise Disturbance: Loud switches can be disruptive in shared or quiet environments like offices or
libraries.

Potential for Fatigue: Extended exposure to clicky sounds may cause auditory fatigue for some users.

Not Ideal for All Environments: Loud mechanical keyboards may not be suitable for call centers or
open-plan offices.

Keycap and Case Compatibility: Achieving optimal sound may require specific keycaps and case
materials.

Choosing the Right Loud Switch for Your Needs
Selecting the best mechanical keyboard loudest switches depends on personal preferences, typing habits,
and environment. Users should consider the following criteria when making a choice.

Intended Use
Determine whether the keyboard will be used primarily for gaming, typing, or mixed purposes. Loud
clicky switches are often preferred for typing and gaming that require precise feedback but may not be
ideal for quiet settings.

Noise Tolerance
Assess the noise tolerance of your environment. If working in shared spaces, a balance between tactile
feedback and noise level may be more appropriate, while private setups can accommodate the loudest
switches.



Switch Feel and Actuation Force
Consider the preferred actuation force and tactile feel to ensure comfort during long typing sessions. Some
users prefer a lighter force for faster typing, while others favor heavier switches for accuracy.

Customization Options
Evaluate if the switch supports modifications such as lubrication, spring swapping, or sound dampening to
tailor the loudness and feel to your liking.

Compatibility
Ensure that the chosen switches are compatible with your keyboard’s PCB and layout, as well as your
preferred keycap sets and keyboard case.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the loudest mechanical keyboard switches available?
The loudest mechanical keyboard switches are typically clicky switches like Cherry MX Blue, Kailh Box
White, and Razer Green, known for their distinct and audible click sound.

Why do some mechanical keyboard switches produce louder sounds?
Louder mechanical keyboard switches usually have a click mechanism or a tactile bump that creates an
audible noise when the key is pressed, designed to provide feedback to the user.

Are loud mechanical keyboard switches suitable for office environments?
Loud mechanical keyboard switches are generally not recommended for shared office environments as
their noise can be distracting to coworkers.

How do clicky switches compare to tactile and linear switches in terms of
noise?
Clicky switches produce a distinct clicking sound making them the loudest, tactile switches provide
feedback without a click and are moderately noisy, while linear switches are the quietest with smooth
keystrokes.



Can I modify my mechanical keyboard to make the switches louder?
Yes, you can make switches louder by adding clicky switch stems or installing external clicky sound
dampeners, but it might affect the feel and durability of the switches.

What switch materials contribute to louder keystroke sounds?
Switches with metal click bars or leaf springs, as found in Cherry MX Blue and similar clicky switches,
tend to produce louder sounds due to the physical click mechanism.

Are there any loud mechanical switches designed specifically for
gaming?
While loud clicky switches like Razer Green are favored by some gamers for feedback, many prefer
quieter linear or tactile switches to avoid distraction during intense gaming sessions.

How does keyboard case and keycap material affect the loudness of
mechanical switches?
Keyboard case and keycap materials can amplify or dampen switch sounds. Metal cases and thick ABS
keycaps tend to make switches sound louder, while plastic cases and PBT keycaps can reduce noise.

Additional Resources
1. Thunderous Taps: Exploring the Loudest Mechanical Keyboard Switches
This book delves into the world of mechanical keyboard switches known for their loud and satisfying
clicks. It covers the design, materials, and mechanisms behind these switches, offering insights for
enthusiasts who crave auditory feedback. Readers will find comparisons of popular loud switches and tips
on how to optimize their keyboards for maximum sound.

2. Clickety-Clack: The Science of Loud Mechanical Switches
A comprehensive guide to the physics and engineering of loud mechanical keyboard switches, this book
explains why some switches produce louder sounds than others. It explores acoustics, switch construction,
and user preferences, making it ideal for hobbyists and professionals seeking to understand the auditory
aspects of their keyboards.

3. The Art of the Click: Mastering Loud Mechanical Keyboard Switches
Focusing on the aesthetic and sensory experience of using loud mechanical switches, this book blends
technical knowledge with user stories. It highlights the appeal of loud switches in gaming and typing, and
provides advice on customization and maintenance to preserve that signature clickety sound.



4. Loud & Proud: A Guide to the Best Noisy Mechanical Switches
This title serves as a buyer’s guide for individuals looking to purchase the loudest mechanical keyboard
switches. It includes detailed reviews, sound tests, and durability assessments, helping readers make
informed decisions based on sound level, feel, and overall performance.

5. Echoes of Precision: Designing Loud Mechanical Keyboard Switches
Targeted at keyboard designers and engineers, this book explores the challenges and innovations in
creating loud mechanical switches. It covers materials science, switch architecture, and acoustic
optimization, providing technical schematics and case studies from leading manufacturers.

6. Mechanical Symphony: The Loudest Switches and Their Impact on Typing
Examining the relationship between sound and typing efficiency, this book discusses how loud switches
affect user experience. It presents ergonomic considerations, psychological effects, and productivity
outcomes, offering a balanced view of the pros and cons of noisy keyboards.

7. Clack Attack: Customizing Your Loud Mechanical Keyboard
For DIY enthusiasts, this practical guide offers step-by-step instructions on modding mechanical keyboards
to enhance loudness. It covers lubrication, spring swaps, switch filming, and case modifications,
empowering readers to create their ideal noisy typing setup.

8. Sound Science: Measuring and Comparing Loud Mechanical Keyboard Switches
This analytical book introduces methods for quantifying the sound levels of mechanical switches. It details
sound measurement tools, testing environments, and data interpretation, making it a valuable resource for
reviewers, manufacturers, and enthusiasts interested in the technical side of keyboard acoustics.

9. Click Loudly, Type Proudly: The Culture of Loud Mechanical Switches
Exploring the community and culture surrounding loud mechanical keyboards, this book highlights why
users gravitate toward noisy switches. It includes interviews, forums, and trends analysis, illustrating how
sound enhances the mechanical keyboard experience beyond mere functionality.
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