
medical exam for green card cost

medical exam for green card cost is a crucial aspect for applicants undergoing the United States
green card application process. Understanding the expenses involved in the medical examination can
help applicants budget effectively and avoid unexpected financial burdens. This article delves into the
various factors that influence the cost of the medical exam required for green card approval, including
the types of tests performed, regional cost variations, and additional fees that may apply. Moreover, it
outlines what to expect during the exam and how to find authorized civil surgeons to conduct the
examination. By providing comprehensive information on medical exam for green card cost and
related procedures, this guide aims to assist applicants in navigating this important step with clarity
and confidence. Below is a detailed overview of the article’s main sections.

Overview of the Green Card Medical Exam

Factors Affecting Medical Exam for Green Card Cost

Typical Costs and Fee Breakdown

Finding Authorized Civil Surgeons

Preparing for the Medical Exam

Additional Considerations and Tips

Overview of the Green Card Medical Exam

The medical exam for a green card, also known as Form I-693, is a mandatory requirement for most
applicants seeking permanent residency in the United States. This exam ensures that the applicant
does not have any communicable diseases or health conditions that could pose a public health risk.
The examination is conducted by a USCIS-designated civil surgeon who performs a physical
assessment, reviews vaccination records, and conducts necessary laboratory tests. Completing the
medical exam is essential for the USCIS to approve the green card application.

Purpose of the Medical Exam

The primary goal of the medical exam is to protect public health by screening for communicable
diseases such as tuberculosis, syphilis, and other conditions that may require treatment or pose risks.
The exam also verifies that the applicant’s vaccinations are up to date according to CDC guidelines.
Any detected health issues must be addressed before the green card is granted.



Who Needs the Medical Exam?

Most green card applicants, including those adjusting status within the U.S. and those applying from
abroad, must undergo the medical exam. Some exceptions may apply based on specific visa
categories or if the applicant has completed a similar exam recently within a specified timeframe. It is
crucial to consult USCIS guidelines or an immigration attorney to determine eligibility requirements.

Factors Affecting Medical Exam for Green Card Cost

The medical exam for green card cost can vary significantly depending on several factors.
Understanding these elements can help applicants anticipate the total expense involved in the
process.

Location and Regional Variations

Medical exam fees differ by geographic region and medical provider. Urban areas or regions with
higher costs of living generally have higher fees. Additionally, some states may have more
competitive pricing due to the availability of multiple authorized civil surgeons, while remote areas
may have limited options and higher charges.

Scope of Medical Tests Required

The complexity and number of tests conducted during the exam influence the overall cost. Standard
tests include a physical examination, chest X-ray for tuberculosis screening, blood tests for syphilis
and other infections, and vaccination assessments. Additional tests may be required based on the
applicant’s age, medical history, or specific health concerns, potentially increasing the total fees.

Vaccinations and Treatment Costs

Applicants who require vaccinations to meet the CDC’s immunization requirements must pay
separately for these vaccines. The cost of vaccines can vary widely, depending on the type and
number required. If the medical exam detects treatable conditions, such as active tuberculosis,
treatment costs may also add to the overall expense, though treatment may sometimes be covered
by public health programs.

Provider Fees and Administrative Charges

Each civil surgeon sets their own fees for the medical exam. Some providers may charge additional



administrative fees for preparing and sealing Form I-693. It is advisable to inquire about all potential
charges upfront to avoid surprises.

Typical Costs and Fee Breakdown

While prices vary, it is helpful to review an approximate range of medical exam for green card cost
components to plan accordingly.

Average Cost Range

Generally, the medical exam costs range between $200 and $500. This fee typically covers:

Physical examination

Chest X-ray

Blood tests (e.g., syphilis, tuberculosis screening)

Form I-693 completion and sealing

Vaccinations and additional treatments are usually billed separately.

Vaccination Costs

Vaccination fees depend on the number and type of vaccines required, which vary according to age
and immunization history. Common vaccines include MMR (measles, mumps, rubella), varicella,
influenza, and Tdap. Costs for individual vaccines can range from $20 to $150 each.

Additional Testing or Treatment

If the medical exam reveals conditions requiring further testing or treatment, costs may increase. For
example, treatment for latent or active tuberculosis can be expensive if not covered by insurance or
public health services.

Finding Authorized Civil Surgeons



Only USCIS-designated civil surgeons are authorized to conduct the green card medical exam.
Selecting a reputable provider ensures compliance with immigration requirements and accurate
completion of Form I-693.

How to Locate Civil Surgeons

Applicants can find authorized civil surgeons by searching USCIS resources or contacting local health
departments. It is important to verify the surgeon’s designation status before scheduling the
appointment.

Questions to Ask Before Scheduling

To avoid unexpected costs or issues, consider asking the following questions:

What is the total cost of the medical exam, including all tests and Form I-693 completion?

Are vaccination fees included or charged separately?

Do you accept insurance, or is this a self-pay service?

How long will the exam and paperwork process take?

What forms of payment are accepted?

Preparing for the Medical Exam

Proper preparation can streamline the medical exam process and potentially reduce costs.

Gathering Medical and Vaccination Records

Applicants should bring any prior medical records, especially vaccination histories, to the exam.
Providing documentation may reduce the number of vaccinations needed and lower costs.

Understanding Required Tests and Vaccinations

Familiarity with the CDC’s immunization requirements and the list of mandatory tests can help
applicants anticipate expenses and avoid surprises.



Scheduling and Timing Considerations

Scheduling the exam well in advance of the green card interview or application submission is
advisable. The medical exam results have a validity period, and early completion ensures timely
processing without the need for retesting.

Additional Considerations and Tips

Several practical tips can assist applicants in managing the medical exam for green card cost
effectively.

Insurance Coverage and Financial Assistance

Some health insurance plans may cover parts of the medical exam or vaccinations. Additionally,
public health clinics may offer immunizations at reduced costs or free of charge for eligible
individuals.

Beware of Fraudulent Providers

Only authorized civil surgeons can complete the green card medical exam. Using unapproved
providers can lead to application delays or denials. Confirming the surgeon’s USCIS designation is
essential.

Keep Copies of All Documentation

Maintaining copies of Form I-693 and vaccination records is important, as USCIS may request these
documents during the green card process.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average cost of a medical exam for a green card?
The average cost of a medical exam for a green card typically ranges from $200 to $500, depending
on the physician and location.

Are the medical exam fees for a green card covered by USCIS?
No, the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) does not cover the cost of the



medical exam; applicants must pay the fees out of pocket.

What does the medical exam for a green card include?
The medical exam includes a physical examination, review of medical history, chest X-ray, blood tests
for communicable diseases, and vaccination verification.

Can the cost of the green card medical exam vary by state or
city?
Yes, the cost can vary significantly depending on the state, city, and the specific authorized civil
surgeon conducting the exam.

Are there additional costs besides the medical exam fee for
green card applicants?
Yes, applicants may incur additional costs for required vaccinations, lab tests, or follow-up visits that
are not included in the initial exam fee.

Is it possible to find low-cost or free medical exams for green
card applicants?
Some community health centers or clinics may offer reduced-cost exams, but the medical exam must
be conducted by a USCIS-designated civil surgeon, which usually involves a fee.

How should I prepare financially for the green card medical
exam?
Applicants should budget at least $200 to $500 for the exam and additional funds for any required
vaccinations or treatments recommended by the civil surgeon.

Do all medical exam fees for green card applicants include
vaccinations?
Not necessarily; some doctors charge separately for vaccinations required during the medical exam,
so it is important to ask about all costs upfront.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding the Medical Exam for Green Card Applicants
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the medical examination process required for green
card applicants. It explains the purpose of the exam, the common medical tests involved, and the
criteria used by USCIS to assess eligibility. Readers will find practical tips on how to prepare for the
exam and what to expect during the appointment.

2. The Cost Breakdown of Green Card Medical Exams



Focused specifically on the financial aspect, this guide details the typical costs associated with green
card medical exams across different states and providers. It also discusses factors that can influence
the price, such as additional vaccinations or specialist consultations. The book aims to help applicants
budget effectively and avoid unexpected expenses.

3. A Guide to Green Card Medical Requirements and Fees
This resource covers both the medical requirements mandated by U.S. immigration authorities and
the associated fees applicants might incur. It includes up-to-date information on vaccination
requirements, communicable disease screenings, and the role of designated civil surgeons.
Additionally, it provides strategies for finding affordable medical exam services.

4. Navigating the Green Card Medical Exam: Preparation and Cost Management
Designed for prospective green card applicants, this book combines preparation advice with cost
management strategies. It highlights common medical exam components, necessary paperwork, and
how to minimize costs without compromising the quality of care. The book also includes real-life case
studies and budgeting tools.

5. Medical Exams and Immigration: What to Know Before Your Green Card Interview
This title focuses on the intersection of medical exams and the green card interview process. It
explains how medical exam results impact the overall application and what applicants should prepare
in terms of health documentation. The book also reviews potential medical grounds for inadmissibility
and how to address them.

6. Affordable Medical Exams for Green Card Applicants: Tips and Resources
A practical guide aimed at helping applicants find affordable medical exam options. It lists community
health centers, low-cost clinics, and programs that offer discounts or sliding scale fees. The book also
advises on insurance coverage considerations and how to communicate with civil surgeons about
costs.

7. The Complete Handbook of Green Card Medical Exam Procedures and Pricing
This handbook provides detailed descriptions of each step in the green card medical exam process
along with an extensive pricing guide. It covers everything from initial scheduling to follow-up tests,
including how fees vary by region and provider. The book is an essential reference for applicants
seeking full transparency on costs and procedures.

8. Medical Costs and Immigration: Planning Your Green Card Application
This book addresses the broader financial planning needed for a green card application, with a focus
on medical exam expenses. It offers advice on saving strategies, potential out-of-pocket costs, and
how medical fees fit into the overall immigration budget. Additionally, it discusses financial assistance
options and insurance nuances.

9. Preparing for the Green Card Medical Exam: A Cost and Health Guide
Combining health preparation with cost analysis, this guide helps applicants ready themselves
physically and financially for the medical exam. It includes checklists for required vaccinations, tips
for maintaining good health before the exam, and detailed cost expectations. The book aims to
reduce anxiety by providing clear, actionable information.
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