
medical exam for green card price
medical exam for green card price is a crucial consideration for many applicants navigating the
United States immigration process. Understanding the costs associated with the required medical
examination can help applicants budget effectively and avoid unexpected expenses. This article
explores the typical price range for the medical exam for a green card, factors influencing the cost,
what the exam entails, and tips for finding affordable and authorized physicians. Additionally, it
covers insurance considerations and payment options related to the medical exam. Whether applying
for adjustment of status or consular processing, this comprehensive guide provides valuable insights
into the financial aspect of the green card medical exam process. Below is a detailed overview of the
main topics covered in this article.
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Overview of the Medical Exam for Green Card
The medical exam for green card applicants is a mandatory step in the immigration process required
by the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). This exam ensures that applicants
do not have any health conditions that could pose a public health risk or make them inadmissible
under immigration law. The examination must be conducted by a USCIS-designated civil surgeon or
panel physician if applying from outside the United States. The results are documented on Form I-693,
Report of Medical Examination and Vaccination Record, which is submitted as part of the green card
application.

Typical Medical Exam for Green Card Price Range
The cost of a medical exam for green card applicants typically varies based on location, physician
fees, required tests, and vaccinations. On average, applicants can expect to pay between $200 and
$500. This price range covers the physical examination, tuberculosis testing, blood tests, and any
required vaccinations. However, applicants should be aware that additional fees may apply for extra
tests or treatments if the civil surgeon identifies any health concerns.



Price Breakdown
The general cost components of the medical exam include:

Physical examination: A comprehensive health assessment performed by the civil surgeon.

Laboratory tests: Blood tests, including screening for syphilis and tuberculosis tests such as
the Mantoux tuberculin skin test or Interferon Gamma Release Assays (IGRAs).

Vaccinations: Required immunizations based on age and vaccination history as mandated by
USCIS.

Documentation fees: Preparation and completion of Form I-693.

Factors Affecting the Cost of the Medical Exam
Several factors influence the price of the medical exam for green card applicants. Understanding
these variables can help applicants anticipate expenses more accurately.

Location and Regional Pricing
Medical exam prices vary significantly across different states and cities. Urban areas with higher costs
of living typically charge more for the exam than rural regions. Additionally, demand for immigration
medical exams in certain areas may affect pricing.

Physician Fees and Experience
The civil surgeon’s fees are an important cost factor. Surgeons with more experience or those
affiliated with reputable clinics may charge higher fees. It is important to verify that the physician is
authorized by USCIS to perform the exam.

Additional Tests and Vaccinations
The need for extra tests or vaccinations can increase the cost. For example, if an applicant requires
multiple vaccinations to meet USCIS requirements, the overall price will rise accordingly. Similarly, if
the physician orders additional diagnostic tests to investigate health concerns, these costs are added.

Insurance Coverage
Some health insurance plans may cover parts of the medical exam, particularly routine lab tests or
vaccinations. However, insurance coverage for immigration medical exams is limited and varies
widely.



Components of the Medical Exam
The green card medical exam consists of several key components designed to assess the applicant’s
overall health and identify any communicable diseases or conditions that may affect admissibility.

Physical Examination
The civil surgeon conducts a thorough physical exam, checking vital signs, vision, hearing, and overall
physical condition. The exam looks for signs of communicable diseases, mental health disorders, and
substance abuse issues.

Laboratory Tests
Required lab tests typically include:

Blood tests for syphilis screening.

Tuberculosis testing via skin test (Mantoux) or blood test (IGRA).

Additional tests as deemed necessary by the physician.

Vaccinations
USCIS requires applicants to be vaccinated against a set of communicable diseases. The required
vaccines depend on age and immunization history and may include:

Measles, Mumps, and Rubella (MMR)

Varicella (Chickenpox)

Influenza (seasonal)

Tetanus and Diphtheria

Others as specified in the CDC vaccination schedule.

Finding a USCIS-Authorized Civil Surgeon
Applicants must have their medical exam conducted by a USCIS-designated civil surgeon within the
United States or a panel physician overseas. Choosing an authorized physician ensures the exam
meets all regulatory requirements.



How to Locate a Civil Surgeon
The USCIS provides a list of authorized civil surgeons by state. Applicants can search for nearby
authorized physicians to schedule their appointment. It is recommended to verify the surgeon’s
credentials and inquire about exam prices beforehand.

Scheduling and Preparation
Booking the medical exam early in the green card application process helps avoid delays. Applicants
should bring all required documents, including identification and vaccination records, to the
appointment to facilitate a smooth exam.

Insurance and Payment Options
Most civil surgeons require payment at the time of the medical exam, and many do not accept
insurance due to the specialized nature of the exam. Understanding payment options can help
applicants plan accordingly.

Insurance Coverage Limitations
While some insurance plans may cover individual components such as vaccines or blood tests, the
overall medical exam for immigration purposes is often not covered. Applicants should confirm
coverage with their insurance providers before the exam.

Payment Methods
Civil surgeons typically accept cash, credit cards, or checks. It is advisable to confirm accepted
payment methods when scheduling the exam. Some clinics may offer payment plans or discounts for
cash payments.

Tips to Manage and Reduce Medical Exam Costs
Managing the medical exam for green card price effectively can reduce financial burden. The
following tips can help applicants minimize costs without compromising compliance with USCIS
requirements.

Compare Prices: Contact multiple civil surgeons in your area to compare prices and services
offered.

Check Insurance: Verify whether any components of the exam are covered by your health
insurance.

Bring Vaccination Records: Providing proof of prior vaccinations may reduce the need for



additional shots.

Schedule Early: Early scheduling allows time to shop around and avoid expedited exam fees.

Confirm Fees Upfront: Ask about all potential costs including additional tests or vaccinations
before the appointment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average cost of a medical exam for a green card
application?
The average cost of a medical exam for a green card application typically ranges from $200 to $500,
depending on the location and the physician's fees.

Are the medical exam fees for a green card application
covered by USCIS?
No, the fees for the medical exam are not covered by USCIS. Applicants must pay the designated civil
surgeon or panel physician directly.

What does the green card medical exam price usually include?
The price usually includes a physical examination, chest X-ray, blood tests for communicable
diseases, and vaccinations if required.

Can the cost of the green card medical exam vary by state?
Yes, the cost can vary significantly by state and city due to differences in living costs and physician
fees.

Are vaccinations included in the green card medical exam
price or charged separately?
Vaccinations may be included in the medical exam price or charged separately, depending on the
provider and the applicant's vaccination needs.

Is it cheaper to get the green card medical exam done at a
private doctor or a public health clinic?
Public health clinics may offer lower prices for the medical exam, but availability and wait times can
vary. Private doctors might charge more but offer faster appointments.



Do all designated civil surgeons charge the same price for the
green card medical exam?
No, prices can vary among designated civil surgeons based on their location, experience, and
additional services offered.

How can I find out the exact price of the green card medical
exam before scheduling an appointment?
You can contact the designated civil surgeon or panel physician directly to inquire about their current
fees and any additional costs for vaccinations or tests.

Additional Resources
1. Medical Exam Essentials for Green Card Applicants
This book provides a comprehensive guide to the medical examination process required for U.S. green
card applicants. It covers the necessary vaccinations, common health screenings, and the paperwork
involved. Readers will find tips on how to prepare for the exam and what to expect during the visit to
the civil surgeon.

2. The Green Card Medical Exam Handbook
Designed for immigrants and healthcare providers alike, this handbook outlines the medical
requirements set by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). It details acceptable medical
conditions, the list of required immunizations, and how to handle special cases such as communicable
diseases. The book also includes sample forms and instructions for completing the exam.

3. Affordable Medical Exams for Immigration: A Practical Guide
This guide focuses on cost-effective ways to complete the mandatory medical exam for green card
applicants. It offers advice on finding low-cost clinics and understanding insurance coverage related
to immigration medicals. Additionally, it explains common fees and how to budget for the exam
without compromising quality.

4. Preparing for Your Immigration Medical Exam: A Step-by-Step Approach
A detailed walkthrough of the medical exam process, this book helps applicants understand each step
from scheduling to final paperwork submission. It includes checklists, frequently asked questions, and
explanations of medical terminology used during the exam. The guide aims to reduce stress and
ensure applicants meet all health requirements.

5. Understanding the Cost of Green Card Medical Exams
This book breaks down the factors influencing the price of medical exams required for green card
applications. It discusses regional cost variations, differences between private and public clinics, and
additional fees for vaccinations or follow-up tests. The book also provides strategies to minimize
expenses while fulfilling all medical requirements.

6. Green Card Medical Exam: What Doctors Need to Know
Targeted at healthcare professionals conducting immigration exams, this title explains the regulations
and protocols mandated by USCIS. It highlights the responsibilities of civil surgeons, documentation
standards, and common pitfalls to avoid during examinations. The book serves as both a training



resource and a reference manual.

7. Immigration Health Exams: Navigating Costs and Requirements
This resource offers an overview of the health examination process for various immigration benefits,
including green cards. It covers eligibility criteria, the scope of medical evaluations, and guidance on
budgeting for the exam and related healthcare services. The book also addresses how to handle
unexpected medical findings during the exam.

8. The Complete Guide to USCIS Medical Exams
An all-inclusive guide covering every aspect of the USCIS medical exam, this book is ideal for
applicants preparing for their green card application. It explains the legal background, required
vaccinations, and how to interpret the exam results. The guide also offers advice on how to deal with
medical conditions that might affect the application outcome.

9. Cost-Effective Strategies for Passing the Green Card Medical Exam
Focusing on practical tips, this book helps applicants prepare for the medical exam while managing
costs effectively. It includes advice on scheduling, selecting certified doctors, and understanding
which tests and vaccines are mandatory. The book also discusses how to avoid unnecessary expenses
and ensures applicants meet all health standards to pass the exam.
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