
medicine for scabies at walmart
medicine for scabies at walmart is a common search query for individuals seeking
accessible and effective treatment options for this highly contagious skin condition.
Scabies is caused by the Sarcoptes scabiei mite, which burrows into the skin, causing
intense itching and rash. Walmart, as a major retail pharmacy, offers a variety of over-the-
counter and prescription medications to treat scabies, making it a convenient option for
many consumers. This article provides an in-depth overview of the types of medicines
available for scabies treatment at Walmart, their usage, effectiveness, and precautions.
Additionally, it covers how to identify scabies symptoms and the importance of proper
treatment to prevent reinfestation. Readers will also find guidance on when to consult a
healthcare professional and tips for managing scabies outbreaks at home.
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Understanding Scabies and Its Symptoms
Scabies is a contagious skin infestation caused by microscopic mites that burrow under
the skin. This condition results in intense itching, especially at night, and a pimple-like
rash. The mites are typically transmitted through prolonged skin-to-skin contact, making
households, schools, and crowded living conditions common environments for outbreaks.
Recognizing the symptoms early is crucial for effective treatment and preventing the
spread to others.

Common Symptoms of Scabies
The hallmark symptoms of scabies include persistent itching and a characteristic rash. The
rash often appears as tiny blisters or bumps, sometimes forming thin, irregular burrow
tracks made by the mites beneath the skin. Common sites of infestation include the
webbing between fingers, wrists, elbows, armpits, waistline, and genital areas. In infants
and young children, the scalp, face, palms, and soles may also be affected.



Diagnosis of Scabies
Diagnosing scabies typically involves a physical examination by a healthcare professional
who looks for the distinctive rash and burrows. In some cases, skin scrapings may be
taken to identify mites, eggs, or mite feces under a microscope. Early diagnosis allows for
prompt treatment with effective medicine for scabies at Walmart or through prescription
options.

Types of Medicine for Scabies at Walmart
Walmart stocks a range of scabies treatment options, including both over-the-counter
(OTC) and prescription medications. The availability of these medicines makes Walmart a
convenient location for purchasing effective scabies treatments. Understanding the
differences between these options can help consumers select the appropriate medication.

Over-the-Counter Scabies Treatments
Although most effective scabies treatments require a prescription, Walmart offers some
OTC options that may help alleviate symptoms or support treatment. These include:

Permethrin Cream (5%) – Often available by prescription, some Walmart locations
may offer this topical cream with a doctor’s approval. It is the first-line treatment for
scabies.

Antihistamines – OTC antihistamines can help reduce itching and provide relief
from allergic reactions caused by scabies.

Topical Steroids – Mild corticosteroid creams can ease inflammation and itching
but should be used under medical guidance.

Prescription Medications Available at Walmart
For confirmed cases of scabies, prescription medications are the most effective treatment.
Walmart’s pharmacy services can fill prescriptions for these medications, including:

Permethrin Cream 5% – A widely recommended topical treatment that kills scabies
mites and their eggs. It is typically applied overnight and washed off after 8-14
hours.

Ivermectin – An oral medication prescribed for severe or resistant scabies cases or
when topical treatments are impractical. Ivermectin is taken in one or more doses
under medical supervision.

Benzyl Benzoate – A topical lotion used in some cases; it is less common but
effective in eliminating mites.



Crotamiton Cream or Lotion – Another alternative topical treatment that may be
used for scabies relief.

How to Use Scabies Medication Effectively
Proper application and adherence to treatment guidelines are essential to fully eradicate
scabies mites and prevent recurrence. Walmart pharmacists often provide counseling on
how to use these medications correctly.

Application of Topical Treatments
When using topical creams such as permethrin, it is important to apply the medication
thoroughly to all areas of the body, from the neck down to the feet, including under the
fingernails and toes. The treatment should remain on the skin for the recommended
duration, often 8 to 14 hours, before washing off. Repeat application may be necessary
after one week.

Oral Medication Guidelines
Oral ivermectin is generally prescribed in one or two doses separated by one to two
weeks. It is vital to follow the healthcare provider’s instructions and complete the full
course of medication. Ivermectin is particularly useful for crusted scabies or outbreaks in
institutional settings.

Environmental Measures
Alongside medication, environmental cleaning is critical. Bedding, clothing, and towels
used within three days before treatment should be washed in hot water and dried on high
heat. Items that cannot be washed should be sealed in plastic bags for at least 72 hours to
kill mites.

Precautions and Side Effects of Scabies
Treatments
While medicine for scabies at Walmart is generally safe when used as directed, patients
should be aware of potential side effects and precautions to ensure safe treatment.

Common Side Effects
Topical treatments like permethrin may cause mild skin irritation, redness, or a burning
sensation. These effects usually subside within a few days. Oral ivermectin may cause



dizziness, nausea, or mild gastrointestinal discomfort in some individuals.

Precautions
Patients should avoid applying topical treatments on broken or infected skin. Pregnant or
breastfeeding women should consult a healthcare provider before using scabies
medications. Additionally, children under two months of age require special consideration
and medical supervision.

When to Seek Medical Advice
Prompt medical consultation is important if symptoms persist beyond one to two weeks
after treatment or if the rash worsens. Some cases may require alternative therapies or
additional doses of medication.

Signs to Contact a Healthcare Provider

Continued intense itching after treatment

Worsening rash or spreading infection

Development of side effects from medication

Crusted or Norwegian scabies suspected

Scabies outbreaks in multiple family members

Additional Tips for Managing Scabies
In addition to medicine for scabies at Walmart, comprehensive management includes
personal hygiene and preventive measures to reduce transmission.

Preventing Scabies Spread

Avoid direct skin-to-skin contact with infected individuals.

Inform close contacts and household members so they can receive treatment if
necessary.

Maintain cleanliness of personal items and living spaces.



Complete the full course of treatment even if symptoms improve early.

Post-Treatment Care
Itching may persist for several weeks after successful treatment due to allergic reactions
to dead mites. Over-the-counter anti-itch creams and antihistamines can provide relief.
Follow-up with a healthcare provider if symptoms do not improve.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most effective over-the-counter medicines
for scabies available at Walmart?
The most effective over-the-counter medicines for scabies available at Walmart typically
include permethrin cream 5%, such as Nix or generic permethrin products, which are
used to kill the mites causing scabies.

Can I buy prescription-strength scabies medicine at
Walmart?
Yes, Walmart Pharmacy can fill prescriptions for stronger scabies treatments like
ivermectin or prescription-strength permethrin cream, but you will need a doctor's
prescription to purchase these medications.

Are there any home remedies for scabies sold at
Walmart?
While Walmart sells some soothing lotions and creams, effective treatment for scabies
requires medicated creams or oral medications; home remedies are not recommended as
they do not kill the mites.

How do I use scabies medicine purchased from
Walmart?
Typically, scabies cream such as permethrin should be applied to the entire body from the
neck down and left on for 8-14 hours before washing off. Follow the instructions on the
packaging or your doctor's guidance carefully.

Is scabies medicine safe for children and pregnant
women available at Walmart?
Some scabies treatments like permethrin cream are generally considered safe for children



over 2 months old and pregnant women, but it's important to consult a healthcare
professional before use.

Does Walmart offer any natural or alternative scabies
treatments?
Walmart may carry natural lotions or oils marketed for skin health, but there are no
proven natural treatments for scabies. Effective treatment requires medicated creams or
oral medications prescribed by a doctor.

Additional Resources
1. Scabies: Diagnosis and Treatment Guide
This comprehensive guide explores the causes, symptoms, and effective treatments for
scabies. It offers detailed information on diagnosing the condition and managing
outbreaks in various settings. The book also covers the latest pharmaceutical options
available at retailers like Walmart, ensuring readers have access to up-to-date treatment
methods.

2. Understanding Scabies: A Medical Perspective
Designed for both healthcare professionals and patients, this book delves into the biology
and transmission of scabies. It explains the lifecycle of the mite and the immune response
it triggers. Practical advice on prevention and treatment options, including over-the-
counter remedies found at Walmart, makes this a valuable resource.

3. The Scabies Handbook: Effective Treatments and Home Care
This handbook provides step-by-step instructions for treating scabies at home using
medications and hygiene practices. It highlights the importance of environmental cleaning
and offers tips on selecting the right products available at Walmart. Readers will find
guidance on symptom relief and preventing reinfestation.

4. Scabies and Skin Health: A Patient's Guide
Focusing on patient education, this book explains how scabies affects the skin and overall
health. It covers common misconceptions and emphasizes the significance of early
treatment. The guide also reviews topical treatments sold at Walmart and how to use them
safely and effectively.

5. Medical Treatments for Scabies: Options and Outcomes
This text reviews various medical treatments for scabies, including prescription and over-
the-counter options. It compares the efficacy and potential side effects of different
therapies. Walmart’s selection of treatments is discussed, helping readers make informed
choices about their care.

6. Scabies in Children: Recognition and Management
Tailored for parents and caregivers, this book focuses on identifying and treating scabies
in children. It outlines age-appropriate treatment options, many of which can be
purchased at Walmart. The book also offers advice on managing itching and preventing
the spread within households.



7. Scabies Prevention and Control in Communities
This book addresses public health strategies to control scabies outbreaks in schools,
nursing homes, and other communal settings. It includes guidance on screening,
treatment protocols, and the use of accessible medications from stores like Walmart. The
focus is on reducing transmission and protecting vulnerable populations.

8. Natural and Conventional Remedies for Scabies
Exploring both traditional and modern approaches, this book discusses natural treatments
alongside pharmaceutical options. It evaluates the effectiveness of herbal remedies and
compares them with products available at Walmart. Readers learn how to integrate
different methods for comprehensive scabies management.

9. The Dermatology of Scabies: Clinical Insights and Treatment
Written by dermatology experts, this book offers an in-depth look at the skin
manifestations of scabies. It covers diagnostic techniques and advanced treatment options,
including those accessible through Walmart’s pharmacies. The book is ideal for medical
students, clinicians, and anyone interested in a detailed understanding of scabies.
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