political cartoons on native americans

political cartoons on native americans have long served as a powerful medium
reflecting societal attitudes, political commentary, and cultural perceptions
regarding Indigenous peoples in the United States. These cartoons provide
insight into how Native Americans have been portrayed historically, often
revealing underlying stereotypes, biases, and political agendas. Throughout
history, political cartoons have both challenged and perpetuated
misconceptions about Native American communities, making them a significant
subject of study in understanding American social and political discourse.
This article explores the evolution, themes, and impact of political cartoons
on Native Americans, highlighting key examples and their implications. It
also examines the role of these cartoons in shaping public opinion and
policy, while considering the perspectives of Native American communities
themselves. The discussion is framed within a broader context of media
representation and cultural sensitivity. The following sections will delve
into the history, common themes, notable artists, controversies, and
contemporary relevance of political cartoons on Native Americans.
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History of Political Cartoons on Native
Americans

The history of political cartoons on Native Americans dates back to the early
days of American print media, where cartoons were frequently used to comment
on Indigenous peoples and their relationship with the growing United States.
Early depictions often reflected colonial attitudes and government policies,
portraying Native Americans in exaggerated, simplistic, or demeaning ways.
These cartoons were published in newspapers and magazines and served to
influence public perception during periods of westward expansion, Indian
removal, and treaty negotiations.

Early Depictions in the 18th and 19th Centuries

During the 18th and 19th centuries, political cartoons often depicted Native
Americans as either noble savages or hostile enemies. These images coincided
with major historical events such as the Indian Removal Act of 1830 and the
various Indian Wars. Cartoons from this period frequently reinforced
stereotypes, presenting Indigenous peoples as obstacles to progress or as
romanticized symbols of a vanishing frontier.



Role During Westward Expansion

As the United States expanded westward, political cartoons played a critical
role in shaping public opinion about Native American land rights and
sovereignty. Many cartoons supported government policies aimed at relocating
Native Americans to reservations, often using imagery that justified
displacement and cultural assimilation. The media’s portrayal helped
normalize these policies among the general population.

Common Themes and Stereotypes

Political cartoons on Native Americans have often relied on recurring themes
and stereotypes that reflect broader societal attitudes. These themes include
depictions of Native Americans as savage warriors, impediments to progress,
or as figures trapped in a disappearing way of life. Understanding these
themes is essential to grasping how political cartoons have influenced
perceptions and policy.

Savage and Violent Imagery

One prevalent stereotype in political cartoons is the portrayal of Native
Americans as violent, savage, and uncivilized. Such depictions reinforced
fear and justified aggressive government actions against Indigenous
communities. These images often exaggerated physical features and used
caricature to dehumanize Native Americans.

The “Noble Savage” Trope

Conversely, some cartoons employed the “noble savage” stereotype, portraying
Native Americans as dignified but doomed to disappear in the face of
modernization. This trope romanticized Indigenous cultures while
simultaneously supporting the notion that their way of life was obsolete and
destined to vanish.

Political and Social Commentary

Political cartoons also used Native American imagery to comment on broader
political issues unrelated directly to Indigenous peoples. For example,
Native Americans were sometimes used symbolically to criticize government
policies, social movements, or international affairs, often in ways that
obscured the realities faced by Indigenous communities.

Notable Political Cartoonists and Their Work

Several political cartoonists have created influential works involving Native
American subjects, shaping public discourse through their art. Their cartoons
reflect the prevailing attitudes of their times as well as moments of
critique and reflection.



Thomas Nast

Thomas Nast, a prominent 19th-century cartoonist, included Native American

themes in his work, often highlighting political corruption and government

policies related to Indigenous peoples. While Nast was critical of certain

government actions, some of his cartoons still reflected the stereotypes of
the era.

Clifford Berryman

Clifford Berryman’s cartoons occasionally featured Native American imagery to
comment on political events. His work was known for its detailed and
expressive style, and while less focused on stereotyping, it still engaged
with the complex dynamics of race and politics in America.

Contemporary Cartoonists

Modern political cartoonists have increasingly approached Native American
subjects with greater sensitivity and awareness. These artists often
challenge historical stereotypes and highlight ongoing issues such as
sovereignty, cultural preservation, and social Jjustice.

Impact and Controversies Surrounding the
Cartoons

Political cartoons on Native Americans have had a significant impact on
public opinion and policy, but they have also sparked controversies due to
their portrayal of Indigenous peoples. The power of cartoons to influence
perceptions makes their analysis critical in understanding media
responsibility and cultural representation.

Influence on Public Perception and Policy

Cartoons have shaped how non-Native audiences understand Native American
issues, often perpetuating misconceptions that influenced government
policies. These portrayals sometimes supported problematic policies such as
forced removal, assimilation programs, and the denial of Native sovereignty.

Controversies and Criticism

Many political cartoons have been criticized for promoting racist stereotypes
and cultural insensitivity. Native American advocacy groups and scholars have
highlighted the harm caused by these depictions, calling for more accurate
and respectful representation in media and art.

Examples of Controversial Cartoons

e Caricatures that exaggerate physical features and cultural practices



e Depictions that trivialize Native American struggles and resistance

e Use of Native imagery to mock or criticize unrelated political issues

Contemporary Perspectives and Evolving
Representations

In recent decades, there has been a growing movement toward more nuanced and
respectful portrayals of Native Americans in political cartoons. This shift
reflects broader cultural changes and increased awareness of Indigenous
rights and histories.

Increased Native American Voices in Media

Native American artists and commentators have begun to reclaim representation
through political cartoons and editorial art. Their work provides insider
perspectives that challenge stereotypes and educate broader audiences about
Indigenous experiences and contemporary issues.

Focus on Sovereignty and Social Justice

Modern political cartoons often highlight themes of sovereignty, land rights,
environmental protection, and social justice. These cartoons serve as tools
for advocacy and awareness, moving beyond outdated stereotypes to address
real-world challenges faced by Native communities.

Educational and Critical Approaches

Scholars and educators use political cartoons as a means to critically
examine historical and current representations of Native Americans. This
approach encourages media literacy and fosters deeper understanding of the
complexities involved in Indigenous portrayals.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are political cartoons on Native Americans?

Political cartoons on Native Americans are illustrated works that use satire,
symbolism, and caricature to comment on social, political, and historical
issues related to Native American peoples.

How have political cartoons historically portrayed
Native Americans?
Historically, political cartoons have often portrayed Native Americans using

stereotypes and caricatures that reflect the biases and prejudices of their
times, sometimes depicting them as noble savages or obstacles to progress.



What role do political cartoons play in shaping
public perception of Native Americans?

Political cartoons can influence public perception by highlighting issues
such as land rights, sovereignty, cultural representation, and social
justice, but they can also perpetuate harmful stereotypes if not created
thoughtfully.

Are there contemporary political cartoons that
address Native American issues?

Yes, many contemporary political cartoons address Native American issues such
as treaty rights, environmental protection, cultural appropriation, and
Indigenous activism, often aiming to raise awareness and promote social
justice.

How do Native American cartoonists contribute to
political cartoons about their communities?

Native American cartoonists provide authentic perspectives that challenge
stereotypes, advocate for Indigenous rights, and highlight cultural pride,
offering nuanced and critical commentary on political and social issues.

What are common themes found in political cartoons
about Native Americans?

Common themes include land disputes, broken treaties, cultural
misrepresentation, tribal sovereignty, environmental concerns, and the impact
of government policies on Native communities.

How can political cartoons about Native Americans be
used educationally?

They can be used to provoke critical thinking, discuss historical and
contemporary Indigenous issues, analyze media representation, and foster
dialogue about cultural sensitivity and social justice.

What are some criticisms of political cartoons
depicting Native Americans?

Criticisms include perpetuating stereotypes, cultural insensitivity,
oversimplifying complex issues, and sometimes reinforcing colonialist
narratives instead of promoting understanding and respect.

Additional Resources

1. Drawing the Enemy: Political Cartoons and Native American Representation
This book explores the role of political cartoons in shaping public
perceptions of Native Americans throughout history. It analyzes how
caricatures and satire have been used to both marginalize and empower
Indigenous communities. The author provides a critical examination of the
stereotypes perpetuated in cartoons and their impact on policy and social



attitudes.

2. Lines of Power: Native Americans in Political Cartoons

Focusing on the intersection of art and politics, this volume showcases a
collection of political cartoons that depict Native American issues from the
19th century to the present. It offers insights into the evolving portrayal
of Indigenous peoples in the media and critiques the political motivations
behind these images. The book also highlights cartoons created by Native
artists themselves.

3. Ink and Identity: Political Satire and Native American Voices

This work delves into how political cartoons have served as a platform for
Native American voices to challenge mainstream narratives. It examines the
use of satire as a form of resistance and commentary on government policies
affecting Indigenous communities. The book includes analyses of notable
cartoons alongside interviews with contemporary Native cartoonists.

4. Caricatures and Colonization: Native Americans in Political Cartoons
"Caricatures and Colonization" investigates the historical use of political
cartoons during the colonization of Indigenous lands. It discusses how these
visual depictions reinforced colonial ideologies and justified expansionist
policies. The author also explores the consequences of these images on Native
American identity and sovereignty.

5. Satire and Sovereignty: Native American Issues 1in Editorial Cartoons

This book offers a comprehensive look at editorial cartoons that address
Native American sovereignty and rights. It traces the portrayal of tribal
governments, land disputes, and cultural preservation through satirical art.
The analysis emphasizes the power of cartoons to influence public opinion and
political discourse.

6. Visual Politics: Native American Representation in American Cartoons
"Visual Politics" presents a historical overview of how American political
cartoons have depicted Native Americans from the colonial era to modern
times. It discusses themes such as assimilation, resistance, and cultural
survival within these illustrations. The book also considers how changing
political climates affect cartoon portrayals.

7. Sketching History: Political Cartoons and Native American Narratives

This publication highlights the use of political cartoons as a narrative tool
in recounting Native American history. It explores how cartoons have
documented key events, from treaties to protests, offering a unique visual
perspective. The author argues for the importance of cartoons as historical
sources that complement written records.

8. Native Lines: Indigenous Perspectives in Political Cartooning

Focusing on Indigenous cartoonists, this book showcases works that challenge
stereotypes and offer authentic representations of Native American life and
politics. It discusses the role of cartoons in cultural expression and
political activism within Native communities. The collection includes
interviews and artist commentaries that provide deeper context.

9. Cartooning Colonies: Political Satire and Native American Resistance
"Cartooning Colonies" examines how political cartoons have both perpetuated
colonial narratives and served as tools of Native resistance. The book
analyzes satirical works that critique government policies and highlight
Indigenous resilience. Through this dual lens, it offers a nuanced
understanding of the power dynamics embedded in political cartooning.
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