
political science department notre dame

political science department notre dame stands as a distinguished academic unit within the University of Notre
Dame, renowned for its rigorous curriculum, accomplished faculty, and commitment to fostering a deep
understanding of political systems, theories, and practices. This department offers a comprehensive educational
experience that prepares students for careers in government, law, international relations, and academia.
Emphasizing interdisciplinary approaches and critical thinking, the political science department Notre Dame
integrates theoretical knowledge with practical applications. Students benefit from diverse research
opportunities, innovative courses, and an engaging campus environment that encourages intellectual growth.
This article explores the department’s academic programs, faculty expertise, research initiatives, student
resources, and career development offerings. The following table of contents outlines the main topics covered
in this detailed overview.
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Academic Programs and Curriculum

The political science department Notre Dame provides a well-structured curriculum designed to equip students
with a robust foundation in political theory, comparative politics, international relations, and American
government. The department offers undergraduate degrees, including a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science,
with various specializations that allow students to tailor their studies according to their interests and
career goals.

Undergraduate Degree Structure

The undergraduate program encompasses core courses that cover the fundamental aspects of political science,
such as political philosophy, institutions, and methodologies. Advanced electives enable students to delve
into specialized topics like global security, political economy, and human rights. The curriculum emphasizes
analytical skills, critical thinking, and effective communication.

Graduate Studies and Fellowships

While the primary focus is on undergraduate education, the political science department Notre Dame also
supports graduate students through collaborative research projects and fellowships. Graduate-level
seminars provide opportunities to engage with cutting-edge scholarship and contribute to academic discourse in
political science.

Interdisciplinary and Joint Programs

The department encourages interdisciplinary learning by collaborating with other academic units such as
economics, history, and sociology. Joint degree programs and minors complement the political science major,
broadening students’ perspectives and enhancing their analytical capabilities.



Faculty and Research Excellence

The political science department Notre Dame boasts a faculty distinguished by their scholarly achievements,
diverse expertise, and dedication to teaching. Professors engage in innovative research that addresses critical
political issues on local, national, and global scales.

Areas of Faculty Expertise

Faculty members specialize in a wide array of fields including comparative politics, international relations,
political theory, American politics, and public policy. This diversity ensures that students receive a
comprehensive education informed by the latest developments in political science.

Research Centers and Initiatives

The department is affiliated with several research centers and initiatives that promote in-depth analysis and
policy development. These centers facilitate collaboration among scholars and provide platforms for hosting
conferences, lectures, and workshops.

Publication and Academic Contributions

Faculty members contribute regularly to prestigious academic journals and publish books that influence both
scholarly communities and public discourse. Their work enhances the reputation of the political science
department Notre Dame as a hub of intellectual leadership.

Student Opportunities and Resources

The political science department Notre Dame offers a variety of resources and opportunities designed to
support student success and engagement beyond the classroom. These include research assistantships,
internships, and student organizations.

Research and Internship Programs

Students can participate in faculty-led research projects or secure internships with government agencies, non-
profits, and international organizations. These experiences provide practical skills and professional networking
essential for career advancement.

Student Organizations and Clubs

The department supports active student groups focused on politics, debate, and public affairs. These
organizations host events, debates, and speaker series that cultivate leadership and foster a vibrant academic
community.

Academic Advising and Support Services

Dedicated advisors assist students in course selection, career planning, and graduate school preparation.
Additional support services include writing workshops, tutoring, and access to departmental resources that
enhance academic performance.



Career Development and Alumni Network

Graduates of the political science department Notre Dame benefit from a strong career development program and
an extensive alumni network that spans various sectors including government, law, academia, and the private
sector.

Career Counseling and Workshops

The department offers tailored career counseling services, resume building workshops, and interview preparation
to help students transition successfully into the workforce. Networking events connect students with
potential employers and alumni mentors.

Alumni Success and Networking

Notre Dame’s political science alumni have achieved significant accomplishments in public service, international
diplomacy, academia, and business. The department maintains an active network that supports current students
through mentorship and career opportunities.

Postgraduate Opportunities

Many graduates pursue advanced degrees in law, public policy, or political science. The department provides
guidance and resources for students interested in continuing their education at prestigious institutions
worldwide.

Comprehensive undergraduate and graduate programs

Distinguished faculty with diverse expertise

Robust research centers and initiatives

Extensive student support and engagement opportunities

Strong career services and alumni network

Frequently Asked Questions

What programs does the Political Science Department at Notre Dame offer?

The Political Science Department at Notre Dame offers undergraduate majors and minors, as well as graduate
programs focusing on American politics, comparative politics, international relations, political theory, and
public policy.

Who are some notable faculty members in Notre Dame's Political Science
Department?

Notable faculty members include experts such as Professor R. Michael Alvarez, Professor Daniel Kelemen, and
Professor Somer M. Topcu, who are recognized for their contributions in political behavior, European politics,
and political methodology.



Does Notre Dame's Political Science Department provide research
opportunities for undergraduates?

Yes, the department encourages undergraduate research through independent studies, senior theses, and
involvement in faculty-led projects, providing valuable hands-on experience.

What career services does Notre Dame offer for Political Science students?

Notre Dame's Political Science Department collaborates with the university's career services to offer
internships, job placement assistance, networking events, and guidance for careers in government, law, public
policy, and academia.

Are there any student organizations related to political science at Notre
Dame?

Yes, students can join organizations such as the Notre Dame Political Science Society, Model United Nations,
and Debate Club, which provide platforms for discussion, networking, and skill development.

What is the focus of Notre Dame's Political Science graduate programs?

Graduate programs emphasize rigorous training in political analysis, research methodologies, and specialized
fields like comparative politics, international relations, and political philosophy.

How does Notre Dame's Political Science Department incorporate global
perspectives into its curriculum?

The department integrates global perspectives through courses on international relations, comparative
politics, study abroad opportunities, and hosting global policy speakers and events.

What resources are available for Political Science students at Notre
Dame?

Students have access to specialized libraries, research centers, data labs, and academic advising designed to
support their studies and professional development.

Can Political Science students at Notre Dame participate in internships?

Yes, the department actively supports internships in government agencies, non-profits, think tanks, and
international organizations to provide practical experience.

How does Notre Dame's Political Science Department support diversity and
inclusion?

The department promotes diversity through inclusive curricula, support for underrepresented students, and
initiatives that encourage diverse political perspectives and engagement.

Additional Resources
1. Democracy and the Catholic Tradition: Political Thought at Notre Dame
This book explores the intersection of Catholic social teaching and democratic theory as studied and taught
within the Political Science Department at Notre Dame. It examines how Catholic intellectual traditions



influence contemporary debates on democracy, human rights, and political ethics. The collection includes
essays by Notre Dame scholars and highlights the university’s role in shaping political thought grounded in
faith and reason.

2. Global Politics and Ethics: Insights from Notre Dame
A comprehensive volume that addresses global political challenges through an ethical lens, reflecting research
and discussions from Notre Dame’s Political Science Department. Topics include international justice,
humanitarian intervention, and the role of religion in global affairs. The book emphasizes interdisciplinary
approaches and the application of moral philosophy to real-world political issues.

3. Political Philosophy and Catholic Social Thought at Notre Dame
This title delves into the rich dialogue between classical political philosophy and Catholic social doctrine
promoted at Notre Dame. It covers key thinkers and themes such as natural law, common good, and
subsidiarity, demonstrating their relevance in contemporary political debates. The book is a valuable resource
for understanding the intellectual foundations underpinning Notre Dame’s political science curriculum.

4. The Politics of Religion: Notre Dame Perspectives
Focusing on the complex relationship between religion and politics, this book gathers research from Notre Dame
scholars about the influence of faith on political behavior, policy, and institutions. It includes case studies
from the United States and abroad, exploring how religious beliefs shape political identities and public
discourse. The work contributes to ongoing conversations about pluralism and secularism in democratic
societies.

5. Justice and the Common Good: Notre Dame’s Approach to Political Theory
This volume presents Notre Dame’s distinctive approach to justice and the common good as central concepts in
political theory. It features essays that analyze social justice, economic ethics, and political responsibility,
drawing on both philosophical traditions and contemporary policy debates. The book is designed for students
and scholars interested in normative political science informed by ethical considerations.

6. American Political Thought at Notre Dame: Tradition and Innovation
Highlighting Notre Dame’s contributions to the study of American political thought, this book surveys
classical and modern interpretations of American democracy, constitutionalism, and civic virtue. It reflects on
how Notre Dame scholars balance respect for tradition with innovative approaches to political analysis. The
work also discusses the university’s role in fostering a vibrant intellectual community around American
politics.

7. Peacebuilding and Conflict Resolution: Notre Dame Initiatives
This book showcases Notre Dame’s interdisciplinary efforts in peace studies and conflict resolution within the
political science framework. It includes case studies, theoretical insights, and practical strategies developed
by faculty and students engaged in global peacebuilding efforts. The volume underscores the university’s
commitment to applying academic research to real-world challenges in conflict zones.

8. Comparative Politics and Catholic Identity: Notre Dame Research
Focusing on comparative political analysis, this book investigates how Catholic identity influences political
systems and cultures across different countries. Drawing on Notre Dame’s research projects, it offers
comparative studies that highlight the role of religion in shaping governance, political participation, and
policy outcomes. The book is an important contribution to the field of comparative politics with a religious
dimension.

9. Ethics and Public Policy: Notre Dame’s Vision
This volume examines the ethical dimensions of public policy issues through the lens of Notre Dame’s political
science scholarship. Topics include healthcare, education, immigration, and environmental policy, all analyzed
with a focus on moral reasoning and social responsibility. The book aims to bridge theoretical ethics and
practical policymaking, reflecting Notre Dame’s holistic approach to political science education.
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