POLITICAL SCIENCE FRESNO STATE

POLITICAL SCIENCE FRESNO STATE REPRESENTS A VITAL ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE OFFERED AT CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY,
FRESNO, DESIGNED TO EQUIP STUDENTS WITH THE KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS NECESSARY TO UNDERSTAND GOVERNMENTAL
SYSTEMS, POLITICAL BEHAVIOR, AND PUBLIC POLICY. THIS PROGRAM EMPHASIZES CRITICAL THINKING, ANALYTICAL SKILLS, AND
COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF POLITICAL THEORIES AND REAL-WORLD APPLICATIONS. STUDENTS AT FRESNO STATE HAVE
ACCESS TO A ROBUST CURRICULUM THAT COVERS VARIOUS ASPECTS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE, INCLUDING AMERICAN
GOVERNMENT, COMPARATIVE POLITICS, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, AND POLITICAL THEORY. THE DEPARTMENT ALSO FOSTERS
EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH INTERNSHIPS, RESEARCH PROJECTS, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT. THis
ARTICLE EXPLORES THE POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM AT FRESNO STATE/ HIGHLIGHTING ACADEMIC OFFERINGS, FACULTY
EXPERTISE, RESEARCH INITIATIVES, CAREER PROSPECTS, AND RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS. THE FOLLOWING TABLE OF
CONTENTS PROVIDES AN OVERVIEW OF THE MAIN TOPICS COVERED.

o OVERVIEW OF THE PoLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM AT FRESNO STATE

AcADEMIC CURRICULUM AND SPECIALIZATIONS

FACULTY AND RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES

o EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING AND INTERNSHIPS

CAREER PATHS FOr PoLITICAL SCIENCE GRADUATES

STUDENT RESOURCES AND SUPPORT SERVICES

OVERVIEW OF THE POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM AT FRESNO STATE

THE POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM AT FRESNO STATE IS DESIGNED TO PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH A COMPREHENSIVE
UNDERSTANDING OF POLITICAL SYSTEMS, INSTITUTIONS, AND PROCESSES AT LOCAL, NATIONAL, AND INTERNATIONAL LEVELS. IT
OFFERS A STRONG FOUNDATION IN THE DISCIPLINE’S CORE AREAS, PROMOTING ANALYTICAL AND RESEARCH SKILLS THAT PREPARE
STUDENTS FOR DIVERSE PROFESSIONAL FIELDS OR ADVANCED STUDIES. THE DEPARTMENT IS COMMITTED TO FOSTERING AN
INCLUSIVE ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT THAT ENCOURAGES CRITICAL INQUIRY AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT. STUDENTS GAIN A BROAD
PERSPECTIVE ON POLITICAL DYNAMICS AND DEVELOP THE ABILITY TO EVALUATE POLICIES, POLITICAL BEHAVIOR, AND
GOVERNANCE STRUCTURES THOUGHTFULLY AND EFFECTIVELY.

ACADEMIC CURRICULUM AND SPECIALIZATIONS

THE CURRICULUM FOR POLITICAL SCIENCE AT FRESNO STATE FEATURES A VARIETY OF COURSES THAT COVER ESSENTIAL
TOPICS AND OFFER SPECIALIZATION TRACKS TO TAILOR EDUCATION TO INDIVIDUAL INTERESTS. THE PROGRAM BALANCES
THEORETICAL KNOWLEDGE WITH PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS, ENSURING STUDENTS GRADUATE WITH A WELL-ROUNDED SKILL SET.

Core COURSES

STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE FOUNDATIONAL COURSES THAT INTRODUCE KEY CONCEPTS SUCH AS POLITICAL THEORY, AMERICAN
GOVERNMENT, COMPARATIVE POLITICS, AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. THESE COURSES LAY THE GROUNDWORK FOR MORE
ADVANCED STUDY AND CRITICAL ANALYSIS.



SPECIALIZATION AREAS

FRESNO STATE OFFERS SPECIALIZED TRACKS WITHIN THE POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR, INCLUDING:

PusLIc PoLIcY AND ADMINISTRATION

® |NTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND GLOBAL PoLiTICS

e COMPARATIVE PoLITICS

PoLITiIcAL THEORY AND PHILOSOPHY

e ENVIRONMENTAL PoLiTics AND PoLicy

THESE SPECIALIZATIONS ENABLE STUDENTS TO FOCUS ON AREAS ALIGNED WITH THEIR CAREER GOALS OR ACADEMIC INTERESTS.

FACULTY AND RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES

THE POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT AT FRESNO STATE BOASTS A DIVERSE AND EXPERIENCED FACULTY COMMITTED TO
TEACHING EXCELLENCE AND RESEARCH INNOVATION. FACULTY MEMBERS BRING EXPERTISE IN VARIOUS SUBFIELDS, INCLUDING
ELECTORAL POLITICS, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE. THEIR ACTIVE INVOLVEMENT
IN RESEARCH ENRICHES THE ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE BY INTEGRATING CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS AND SCHOLARLY INQUIRY INTO THE
CLASSROOM.

ResearcH CENTERS AND PROJECTS

THE DEPARTMENT SUPPORTS NUMEROUS RESEARCH INITIATIVES AND CENTERS THAT ENCOURAGE STUDENT PARTICIPATION.
COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS OFTEN FOCUS ON REGIONAL POLITICS, POLICY ANALYSIS, AND INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, PROVIDING
STUDENTS WITH HANDS-ON RESEARCH EXPERIENCE AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO MEANINGFUL SCHOLARSHIP.

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING AND INTERNSHIPS

POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDENTS AT FRESNO STATE BENEFIT FROM A RANGE OF EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES DESIGNED
TO BRIDGE THEORY AND PRACTICE. THE PROGRAM EMPHASIZES INTERNSHIPS, COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, AND LEADERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT TO ENHANCE REAL-WORLD SKILLS.

INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

STUDENTS CAN SECURE INTERNSHIPS WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS, POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS,
AND ADVOCACY GROUPS. THESE PLACEMENTS OFFER PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES THAT ARE
INVALUABLE FOR CAREER ADVANCEMENT.

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS AND LEADERSHIP

ACTIVE STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS RELATED TO POLITICAL SCIENCE PROVIDE PLATFORMS FOR LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT,
DEBATE, AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT. PARTICIPATION IN CLUBS SUCH AS THE POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDENT ASSOCIATION
HELPS STUDENTS BUILD PROFESSIONAL NETWORKS AND ENGAGE IN MEANINGFUL DIALOGUES ON CURRENT POLITICAL ISSUES.



CAREER PATHS FOr PoLITICAL ScIENCE GRADUATES

GRADUATES FROM THE POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM AT FRESNO STATE ARE WELL-PREPARED FOR DIVERSE CAREER PATHS
ACROSS PUBLIC, PRIVATE, AND NON-PROFIT SECTORS. THE PROGRAM’S COMPREHENSIVE CURRICULUM AND EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING
COMPONENTS DEVELOP CRITICAL THINKING, COMMUNICATION, AND ANALYTICAL SKILLS ESSENTIAL FOR VARIOUS PROFESSIONS.

CoMmon CAREER FIELDS

1. PusLIC ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNMENT SERVICE
2. LAW AND LEGAL SERVICES

3. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND DIPLOMACY

4. PoLiTicaL CAMPAIGNS AND CONSULTING

5. Non-ProFIT AND ADVOCACY ORGANIZATIONS

6. JOURNALISM AND MEDIA

7. EDUCATION AND ACADEMIC RESEARCH

MANY GRADUATES ALSO PURSUE ADVANCED DEGREES IN LAW, PUBLIC POLICY, OR POLITICAL SCIENCE TO FURTHER SPECIALIZE
AND INCREASE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES.

STUDENT RESOURCES AND SUPPORT SERVICES

FRESNO STATE PROVIDES A VARIETY OF RESOURCES TO SUPPORT POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDENTS THROUGHOUT THEIR ACADEMIC
JOURNEY. THESE SERVICES CONTRIBUTE TO ACADEMIC SUCCESS, PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, AND PERSONAL GROWTH.

ADVISING AND ACADEMIC SUPPORT

DEDICATED ACADEMIC ADVISORS ASSIST STUDENTS IN COURSE SELECTION, DEGREE PLANNING, AND CAREER GUIDANCE. TUTORING
AND WRITING CENTERS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE TO ENHANCE STUDENTS’ ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE.

CAREER SERVICES AND NET\WORKING

THE UNIVERSITY’S CAREER CENTER OFFERS WORKSHOPS, RESUME REVIEWS, AND JOB FAIRS TAILORED TO POLITICAL SCIENCE
MAJORS. NETWORKING EVENTS WITH ALUMNI AND PROFESSIONALS HELP STUDENTS ESTABLISH CONNECTIONS IN THEIR DESIRED
FIELDS.

LiBRARY AND RESEARCH FACILITIES

ACCESS TO AN EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF POLITICAL SCIENCE TEXTS, JOURNALS, AND DIGITAL RESOURCES SUPPORTS
STUDENTS’ RESEARCH AND COURSEWORK. STUDY SPACES AND TECHNOLOGY LABS FACILITATE A PRODUCTIVE LEARNING
ENVIRONMENT.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAMS ARE OFFERED AT FRESNO STATE?

FRESNO STATE OFFERS A BACHELOR OF ARTS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE WITH VARIOUS CONCENTRATIONS INCLUDING AMERICAN
PoLITICS, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION.

Does FReSNO STATE'S POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT PROVIDE INTERNSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES?

YES/ FrRESNO STATE'S POLITICAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT FACILITATES INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT
OFFICES, NON-PROFITS, AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS TO PROVIDE PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE TO STUDENTS.

\WHAT CAREER PATHS CAN A POLITICAL SCIENCE GRADUATE FROM FRESNO STATE
PURSUEP

GRADUATES CAN PURSUE CAREERS IN PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, LAW , POLITICAL CONSULTING, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS,
EDUCATION, AND GOVERNMENT SERVICE, AMONG OTHERS.

ARE THERE ANY STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS RELATED TO POLITICAL SCIENCE AT FRESNO
STATE?

YES, FRESNO STATE HAS STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE PoLITICAL ScIENCE CLuB AND MoDEL UNITED NATIONS THAT
ENGAGE STUDENTS IN POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS AND ACTIVITIES.

How DOES FRESNO STATE SUPPORT RESEARCH IN POLITICAL SCIENCE?

FRESNO STATE SUPPORTS POLITICAL SCIENCE RESEARCH THROUGH FACULTY MENTORSHIP, RESEARCH SEMINARS, AND
OPPORTUNITIES TO PRESENT AT CONFERENCES OR PUBLISH IN STUDENT JOURNALS.

\WHAT ARE THE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR THE POLITICAL SCIENCE PROGRAM AT
FRESNO STATE?

ADMISSION TO THE POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR REQUIRES MEETING FRESNO STATE'S GENERAL ADMISSION CRITERIA, INCLUDING A
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR EQUIVALENT, AND MAINTAINING SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS ONCE ENROLLED.

DoEes FRESNO STATE OFFER GRADUATE PROGRAMS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE?

CURRENTLY, FRESNO STATE PRIMARILY OFFERS UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES IN POLITICAL SCIENCE; HOWEVER, STUDENTS CAN
PURSUE RELATED GRADUATE STUDIES THROUGH AFFILIATED PROGRAMS OR OTHER INSTITUTIONS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. PoLiTicAL ScIeENCE IN THE CENTRAL V/ALLEY: PERSPECTIVES FROM FRESNO STATE

THIS BOOK OFFERS AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT HOW POLITICAL SCIENCE IS STUDIED AND APPLIED WITHIN THE CENTRAL VALLEY,
WITH A SPECIAL FOCUS ON FRESNO STATE'S ACADEMIC CONTRIBUTIONS. |T COVERS REGIONAL POLITICAL DYNAMICS, POLICY
CHALLENGES, AND THE ROLE OF LOCAL GOVERNANCE. STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS GAIN INSIGHTS INTO THE UNIQUE POLITICAL
LANDSCAPE OF THIS AGRICULTURALLY RICH AND DIVERSE AREA.

2. GOVERNANCE AND PusLic PoLicy: CASE STUDIES FROM FRESNO STATE
FEATURING CASE STUDIES DEVELOPED BY FACULTY AND STUDENTS AT FRESNO STATE, THIS BOOK EXPLORES CONTEMPORARY



ISSUES IN GOVERNANCE AND PUBLIC POLICY. |T DISCUSSES TOPICS SUCH AS WATER MANAGEMENT, IMMIGRATION, AND
EDUCATION POLICY IN CALIFORNIA. THE BOOK SERVES AS A PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR UNDERSTANDING POLICY-MAKING IN A
COMPLEX SOCIO-POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT.

3. INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN GOVERNMENT: FRESNO STATE EDITION

THIS TEXTBOOK PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF AMERICAN GOVERNMENT TAILORED TO FRESNO STATE STUDENTS. |T
INCLUDES FOUNDATIONAL CONCEPTS, INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURES, AND POLITICAL BEHAVIOR, WITH LOCALIZED EXAMPLES FROM
CALIFORNIA AND THE CENTRAL VALLEY. THE BOOK AIMS TO FOSTER CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND CRITICAL THINKING AMONG
UNDERGRADUATES.

4. LATINO PoLITICS AND REPRESENTATION IN CALIFORNIA

EXAMINING THE GROWING INFLUENCE OF L ATINO COMMUNITIES IN CALIFORNIA, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS POLITICAL PARTICIPATION,
REPRESENTATION, AND POLICY IMPACT. FRESNO STATE'S PROXIMITY TO DIVERSE LATINO POPULATIONS OFFERS A RICH
CONTEXT FOR ANALYSIS. THE TEXT COMBINES EMPIRICAL RESEARCH WITH THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS TO UNDERSTAND IDENTITY
AND POWER IN POLITICS.

5. PoLiTicAL ECONOMY OF THE SAN JOAQUIN VVALLEY

THIS TITLE DELVES INTO THE INTERSECTION OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICS IN THE SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY, A KEY AREA SERVED BY
FRESNO STATE. TOPICS INCLUDE AGRICULTURAL POLICY, LABOR MARKETS, AND ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION. THE BOOK
PROVIDES A MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACH TO UNDERSTANDING REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND POLITICAL DECISION-MAKING.

6. SociaL MoveMENTS AND ACTIVISM IN CENTRAL CALIFORNIA

CHRONICLING HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL MOVEMENTS IN CENTRAL CALIFORNIA, THIS BOOK FOCUSES ON
GRASSROOTS ACTIVISM, LABOR UNIONS, AND CIVIL RIGHTS CAMPAIGNS. FRESNO STATE STUDENTS AND FACULTY CONTRIBUTE
FIRSTHAND ACCOUNTS AND RESEARCH. THE WORK EMPHASIZES THE POWER OF COLLECTIVE ACTION IN SHAPING POLITICAL
CHANGE.

7. ETHICS AND LEADERSHIP IN PUBLIC ADMINISTRA TION

DESIGNED FOR STUDENTS INTERESTED IN PUBLIC SERVICE, THIS BOOK ADDRESSES ETHICAL CHALLENGES AND LEADERSHIP
PRINCIPLES IN GOVERNMENT ROLES. DRAWING EXAMPLES FROM FRESNO STATE'S PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION PROGRAMS, I T
DISCUSSES ACCOUNTABILITY, TRANSPARENCY, AND ETHICAL DECISION-MAKING. THE TEXT ENCOURAGES FUTURE LEADERS TO
UPHOLD INTEGRITY IN THEIR CAREERS.

8. CALIFORNIA PoLITICS AND PoLicy: A FRESNO STATE PERSPECTIVE

THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN ANALYSIS OF CALIFORNIA’S POLITICAL SYSTEM, POLICY DEBATES, AND ELECTORAL TRENDS,
INCORPORATING INSIGHTS FROM FRESNO STATE SCHOLARS. |IT COVERS STATE LEGISLATION, GOVERNORS, AND BALLOT
INITIATIVES THAT IMPACT RESIDENTS OF THE CENTRAL VALLEY. THE TEXT IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE
COMPLEXITIES OF CALIFORNIA POLITICS.

Q. ENVIRONMENTAL POLITICS AND SUSTAINABILITY IN THE CENTRAL VALLEY

FOCUSING ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AFFECTING THE CENTRAL \/ALLEY/ THIS BOOK EXAMINES WATER RIGHTS, AIR QUALITY,
AND SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE. FRESNO STATE’'S RESEARCH CONTRIBUTIONS INFORM DISCUSSIONS ON POLICY SOLUTIONS AND
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT. READERS WILL GAIN AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE POLITICAL CHALLENGES SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENTAL
SUSTAINABILITY IN THE REGION.
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