political science howard university

political science howard university stands as a distinguished program within one of the
nation’s most prestigious historically Black universities. Known for fostering critical thinking,
leadership, and a deep understanding of political systems, Howard University’s political
science department offers students a comprehensive education in government, policy,
international affairs, and social justice. This article explores the academic offerings, faculty
expertise, research opportunities, and career prospects associated with political science at
Howard University. It also delves into the university’s unique historical context and
commitment to producing socially conscious graduates. Readers will gain insight into how
the program prepares students for impactful careers in public service, law, academia, and
beyond. The following sections provide a detailed outline of the political science program'’s
features and benefits.

e Overview of the Political Science Program at Howard University

e Academic Curriculum and Specializations

Faculty and Research Excellence

Student Opportunities and Extracurricular Activities

Career Paths and Alumni Success

Howard University’s Role in Political Science Education

Overview of the Political Science Program at
Howard University

The political science program at Howard University is designed to equip students with a
robust understanding of political theory, governmental structures, public policy, and
international relations. Situated in Washington, D.C., the program benefits from proximity
to the nation’s political epicenter, providing students with unique access to internships,
governmental agencies, and think tanks. Howard University’s political science department
emphasizes the intersection of politics with race, social justice, and human rights, reflecting
the institution's historic commitment to civil rights and equality.

Historical Context and Institutional Mission

Founded in 1867, Howard University has long been a leader in educating African American
students and fostering African diaspora scholarship. The political science program aligns
with this mission by focusing on issues of racial equity, global justice, and democratic
governance. The curriculum integrates traditional political science disciplines with critical
perspectives on social movements, public policy, and international affairs.



Program Accreditation and Recognition

Howard University’s political science department is accredited by relevant educational
bodies and recognized for its scholarly contributions and commitment to diversity in
political education. The program consistently ranks among top political science offerings at
historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs).

Academic Curriculum and Specializations

The curriculum for political science at Howard University is comprehensive, covering
foundational theories and contemporary issues in politics. Students can pursue a Bachelor
of Arts degree with options to specialize in various subfields.

Core Courses

Core courses provide a solid foundation in political science, including:

e Introduction to Political Science

e American Government and Politics
e Comparative Politics

* International Relations

e Political Theory

Areas of Concentration

Students may choose to specialize in one or more areas, such as:

e Public Policy and Administration

Race and Ethnic Politics

International Affairs and Diplomacy

Political Economy

Human Rights and Social Justice



Graduate Programs

In addition to the undergraduate offerings, Howard University provides graduate degrees in
political science, including Master’s and PhD programs. These graduate programs
emphasize advanced research skills and prepare students for careers in academia, policy
analysis, and leadership roles.

Faculty and Research Excellence

Howard University’s political science faculty comprises accomplished scholars with
expertise spanning domestic politics, global governance, civil rights, and public policy.
Faculty members actively engage in research that addresses contemporary political
challenges and contributes to academic discourse.

Faculty Expertise

The department boasts professors with diverse research interests, including:

Democratic theory and practice

Race, identity, and politics

International security and foreign policy

Urban politics and policy analysis

Social movements and political activism

Research Centers and Initiatives

Howard University supports political science research through specialized centers and
programs that focus on African American politics, global democracy, and human rights
advocacy. These initiatives provide students and faculty with opportunities for collaborative
research and policy engagement.

Student Opportunities and Extracurricular
Activities

Students enrolled in the political science program at Howard University have access to a
wide range of experiential learning opportunities that enhance their academic experience
and professional development.



Internships and Practical Experience

Thanks to its location in Washington, D.C., Howard University facilitates internships with:

Federal government agencies

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs)

Political campaigns

Think tanks and research institutions

International organizations

Student Organizations and Leadership

Students can join political science-related clubs and societies that foster leadership skills
and community engagement, such as the Political Science Club and Model United Nations.
These groups organize events, debates, and networking opportunities with professionals in
the field.

Career Paths and Alumni Success

Graduates of Howard University’s political science program pursue diverse careers in public
service, law, education, and international relations. The department’s strong alumni
network supports students in securing jobs and advancing their careers.

Common Career Trajectories

Government and Public Administration

Legal Profession and Judiciary

Policy Analysis and Advocacy

International Diplomacy and Development

Academia and Research



Notable Alumni

Howard University’s political science program has produced influential leaders,
policymakers, and scholars who have made significant contributions to politics and social
justice both nationally and internationally.

Howard University’s Role in Political Science
Education

Howard University plays a critical role in shaping political science education, particularly by
emphasizing issues of race, equity, and social justice. Its political science program is a vital
contributor to academic scholarship and the cultivation of future leaders.

Commitment to Diversity and Inclusion

The program actively promotes diversity, ensuring that students from underrepresented
backgrounds have access to quality political science education and opportunities to
influence public discourse.

Impact on Policy and Society

Through research, advocacy, and community engagement, Howard University’s political
science department influences policy debates and promotes democratic values locally and
globally.

Frequently Asked Questions

What political science programs are offered at Howard
University?

Howard University offers undergraduate and graduate programs in political science,
including a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science and opportunities for advanced study
through its graduate school with focuses on American politics, international relations, and
public policy.

How does Howard University's political science
department support student research?

The political science department at Howard University supports student research through
faculty mentorship, research assistantships, and access to resources such as the Moorland-
Spingarn Research Center, which houses extensive collections relevant to African American
politics and history.



Are there any notable alumni from Howard University's
political science program?

Yes, Howard University has produced many notable alumni in political science and related
fields, including prominent politicians, diplomats, and activists who have contributed
significantly to public policy and civil rights.

What unique perspectives does Howard University's
political science program offer?

Howard University's political science program offers unique perspectives rooted in the
African American experience, emphasizing social justice, civil rights, and global issues
affecting marginalized communities, which enrich students' understanding of politics and
governance.

Does Howard University offer internships or practical
experiences for political science students?

Yes, Howard University provides political science students with internship opportunities in
government agencies, non-profits, and political organizations, allowing them to gain hands-
on experience and professional networking within the field.

How does Howard University address current political
issues in its political science curriculum?

Howard University's political science curriculum incorporates contemporary political issues
such as racial justice, international diplomacy, public policy challenges, and electoral
politics, encouraging critical analysis and active engagement with ongoing societal debates.

Additional Resources

1. Politics and Power at Howard University: A Historical Perspective

This book explores the political dynamics and power structures that have shaped Howard
University since its founding. It provides an in-depth analysis of how the university has
influenced and been influenced by broader political movements, especially in the context of
African American political activism. Readers will gain insight into the intersection of
education and political change at this historic institution.

2. Howard University and the Civil Rights Movement

Focusing on the critical role Howard University played during the Civil Rights era, this book
examines the activism of students, faculty, and alumni. It highlights key protests, speeches,
and organizing efforts that contributed to the larger movement for racial equality in the
United States. The narrative provides a powerful testament to the university’s commitment
to social justice.

3. Leadership and Governance in Historically Black Colleges and Universities: The Case of
Howard University



This volume analyzes the unique challenges and opportunities faced by Howard University
in its governance and leadership models. It discusses how political science concepts apply
to the administration of HBCUs and the ways Howard has navigated political pressures both
internally and externally. The book is a valuable resource for understanding institutional
leadership in minority-serving institutions.

4. Race, Politics, and Education: Howard University’s Role in Shaping Black Political Thought
Examining the university as a hub for intellectual development, this book traces the
evolution of Black political thought through the work of Howard’s scholars and students. It
underscores the impact of Howard’s academic environment on political ideologies and
movements throughout the 20th and 21st centuries. The text offers a comprehensive look
at how education influences political identity.

5. The Howard University Political Science Department: Reflections and Research

This collection of essays and studies provides an overview of the contributions made by
Howard’s Political Science Department to the field. It includes research on policy,
governance, international relations, and political theory, demonstrating the department’s
academic rigor and social relevance. The book also features reflections from faculty and
alumni on their experiences and achievements.

6. Activism and Advocacy: Student Politics at Howard University

Highlighting the vibrant tradition of student activism, this book chronicles key movements
and campaigns led by Howard University students over the decades. It explores how
student politics at Howard have influenced campus policies and contributed to national
political discourse. The narrative also addresses the challenges and successes faced by
student leaders.

7. The Intersection of Gender and Politics at Howard University

This book investigates the role of gender in political engagement and leadership within the
Howard University community. It discusses how gender dynamics have shaped political
participation and policy priorities, with a focus on women leaders, feminist movements, and
gender-related activism on campus. The work sheds light on the complexities of identity
and power in political science.

8. Howard University and U.S. Foreign Policy: Contributions from Scholars and Alumni
Focusing on the influence of Howard University scholars and alumni in shaping U.S. foreign
policy, this book presents case studies and analyses of their roles in diplomacy,
international relations, and global advocacy. It highlights significant contributions to policy
debates and government service, emphasizing the global impact of Howard’s political
science community.

9. Urban Politics and Community Engagement: Lessons from Howard University

This book examines Howard University’s involvement in urban political issues and
community engagement in Washington, D.C. It explores partnerships, civic initiatives, and
policy interventions that reflect the university’s commitment to addressing urban
challenges. The text offers insights into how academic institutions can play a pivotal role in
local governance and social change.
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