political science major byu

political science major byu is an academic path offered by Brigham Young University that prepares
students for careers in government, law, public policy, and international relations. This program
emphasizes a comprehensive understanding of political theories, governmental structures, and public
administration. Students engage with a curriculum designed to foster critical thinking, analytical skills,
and effective communication. The major also provides opportunities for research, internships, and
involvement in campus organizations related to politics and governance. This article explores the
structure, benefits, and career prospects associated with a political science major at BYU.
Additionally, it examines the specific concentrations, faculty expertise, and resources available to
students within the department.
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Overview of the Political Science Major at BYU

The political science major at BYU provides a solid foundation in the study of political systems,
behavior, and institutions. The program is designed to equip students with a deep understanding of
political processes at the local, national, and international levels. Emphasizing both theoretical and
practical knowledge, BYU's political science department offers a rigorous academic environment that
encourages inquiry and debate. Students learn to analyze political data, interpret policy implications,
and develop strategies for political engagement. The major is well-suited for those interested in
careers in law, government service, international affairs, and nonprofit leadership.

Curriculum and Course Structure

The curriculum for the political science major at BYU is carefully structured to cover core areas of
political science as well as specialized topics. Students complete foundational courses in American
government, comparative politics, international relations, and political theory. Advanced electives
allow students to focus on areas such as public policy, political philosophy, or regional studies. The
program also emphasizes the development of research methods and data analysis skills relevant to
political science.



Core Courses

Core courses provide essential knowledge and skills for political science students. These include:

¢ Introduction to Political Science

¢ American Government and Politics

Comparative Politics

International Relations

Political Theory

Research Methods in Political Science

Electives and Specializations

Students may choose from various electives to tailor their studies toward specific interests. Popular
specializations include:

Public Policy Analysis

International Security

Environmental Politics

Political Economy

Human Rights and Global Justice

Opportunities for Research and Internships

BYU’s political science major encourages active learning through research projects and internship
experiences. Students have access to faculty-led research initiatives that explore contemporary
political issues and historical analysis. Internships offer practical experience in governmental offices,
NGOs, legislative bodies, and political campaigns. These opportunities enable students to apply
classroom knowledge to real-world settings, enhancing their resumes and professional networks.

Research Programs

The department supports various research programs where students can collaborate with professors
or pursue independent studies. These programs often culminate in presentations or publications,
giving students valuable academic exposure.



Internship Opportunities

Internships are available in multiple sectors, including:

Local and state government agencies

Federal government offices

International organizations

Political consulting firms

Advocacy groups and NGOs

Career Paths and Employment Prospects

A political science major from BYU offers a strong foundation for diverse career paths. Graduates
often pursue roles in the public sector, private industry, or nonprofit organizations. The skills gained in
this program—critical thinking, policy analysis, communication, and research—are highly valued
across multiple fields. Additionally, many graduates continue their education in law school, graduate
programs in public administration, or international relations.

Common Career Fields

Political science majors at BYU commonly enter careers such as:

e Government Analyst or Administrator

Legislative Assistant

Public Policy Advisor

Diplomat or Foreign Service Officer

Political Campaign Manager

Legal Professional

e Journalist or Political Commentator

Graduate Studies and Professional Development

Many BYU political science graduates pursue advanced degrees to further enhance their expertise
and career opportunities. Programs in law, public policy, international affairs, and political science are



popular choices. BYU also provides career counseling and networking events to support students’
transition into the workforce or graduate studies.

Faculty and Academic Resources

The political science department at BYU boasts a team of experienced faculty members who
specialize in a wide array of political science disciplines. Professors are actively involved in research,
publications, and policy discussions, enriching the academic experience for students. The department
also offers numerous academic resources including writing centers, research databases, and guest
lectures from political figures and scholars.

Faculty Expertise

Faculty members at BYU cover diverse specialties including constitutional law, comparative politics,
Middle Eastern studies, political philosophy, and international diplomacy. This expertise allows
students to gain comprehensive insights and mentorship.

Academic Support Services

Students benefit from academic advising, tutoring programs, and career services specifically tailored
to political science majors. These resources help guide course selection, research projects, and career
planning.

Student Organizations and Extracurricular Activities

BYU offers a range of student organizations and extracurricular activities that complement the
political science major. These groups provide forums for political discussion, leadership development,
and community engagement. Participation in such organizations enhances the academic experience
and builds professional skills.

Key Student Organizations

e BYU Political Science Association

Model United Nations Team

Young Democrats and Young Republicans Clubs

Public Policy Forum

Debate Club



Extracurricular Benefits

Engaging in these activities helps students develop networking connections, practice public speaking,
and gain practical experience in political advocacy and campaign work. These experiences often
prove valuable in securing internships and employment after graduation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the core courses required for a Political Science
major at BYU?

The Political Science major at BYU requires core courses such as Introduction to American Politics,
Comparative Politics, International Relations, Political Theory, and Research Methods, along with
various electives and a senior seminar.

Does BYU offer opportunities for Political Science majors to
participate in internships?

Yes, BYU encourages Political Science majors to engage in internships with government agencies,
non-profits, and political organizations to gain practical experience and enhance their career
prospects.

What career paths can a Political Science major from BYU
pursue?

Graduates with a Political Science degree from BYU often pursue careers in law, public administration,
international relations, political consulting, education, and non-profit management.

Are there any student organizations at BYU related to Political
Science?

Yes, BYU has student organizations such as the BYU Political Science Society and Model United
Nations that provide networking, leadership development, and experiential learning opportunities for
Political Science students.

How does BYU's Political Science program integrate LDS
values into the curriculum?

BYU's Political Science program integrates LDS values by emphasizing ethics, civic responsibility, and
service, encouraging students to approach political issues with integrity and a commitment to
community and faith-based principles.



Additional Resources

1. Understanding American Politics: A BYU Perspective

This book offers a comprehensive overview of the American political system with a focus on the
unique perspectives and research emerging from Brigham Young University. It covers foundational
concepts such as the Constitution, federalism, and political behavior, while integrating case studies
relevant to Utah and the Intermountain West. Students benefit from its clear explanations and
practical applications in current political contexts.

2. Theories of Political Science: Foundations and Applications

A key text for political science majors, this book explores major political theories and their
development over time. It provides critical analysis of classical and contemporary theories, including
realism, liberalism, and constructivism. The book also emphasizes application to modern political
issues, encouraging students to connect theory with practice.

3. Comparative Politics in a Global Context

This work examines political systems around the world, comparing democratic, authoritarian, and
hybrid regimes. It highlights methodological approaches used in comparative politics and discusses
significant case studies from various continents. The book is especially useful for BYU students
seeking to understand global political diversity and challenges.

4. Political Institutions and Public Policy

Focusing on the relationship between political institutions and policy outcomes, this book analyzes
how structures like legislatures, executives, and courts influence policymaking. It includes detailed
discussions on policy formulation, implementation, and evaluation, providing students with tools to
critically assess political decision-making processes.

5. Political Behavior and Public Opinion

This title delves into the psychological and sociological factors shaping political behavior, including
voting patterns, political socialization, and media influence. It offers insights into how public opinion is
formed and measured, with examples drawn from contemporary U.S. politics. The book is essential for
understanding the electorate and political communication.

6. International Relations: Concepts and Cases

Covering the fundamentals of international relations, this book introduces key concepts such as
sovereignty, diplomacy, and conflict resolution. It integrates real-world case studies to illustrate
theoretical frameworks like realism and liberal internationalism. BYU political science students gain a
solid grounding in global political dynamics through this comprehensive resource.

7. Political Economy: Markets, States, and Power

This text explores the intersection of economics and politics, analyzing how economic systems and
political structures influence each other. It discusses topics such as regulation, development, and
globalization, providing a multidisciplinary approach. Students learn to assess policy decisions
through both economic and political lenses.

8. Constitutional Law and Civil Rights

An essential resource for understanding the U.S. Constitution and its role in protecting civil liberties,
this book covers landmark Supreme Court cases and constitutional interpretations. It discusses the
balance of powers and individual rights, helping students grasp key legal principles affecting
American politics.



9. Religion and Politics in America

This book investigates the complex relationship between religion and political life in the United States.
It covers historical developments, contemporary debates, and the impact of religious beliefs on voting
behavior and policy preferences. BYU students benefit from its nuanced analysis of faith’s role in
shaping American political culture.
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